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CHAP. I. 

THE £ARL OF FLAND£RS AGAIN LAYS SIEGE TO 

GHENT. 

T^HILE the affairs you have heard were paff- 
ing in England, there was no mtermiflion 
in the wars which the earl of Flanders was carry- 
ing on againft Ghent, and which thofe citizens 
waged againft him. 

Yoii know that Philip von Artaveld was chofeii 
commander in Ghent, through the recommenda* 
tion of Peter du Bois, who advifed him, when in 
office, to become cruel and^ wicked to be the more 
feared. Philip did not forget this doftrine, for he 
had not long been governor of Ghent before he 
had twelve perfons beheaded in his prefence: 
Ibme faidy they were thofe who had been prin- 
cipally concerned in the murder of his father, and 
thus he revenged himfelf on them. 

Philip von Artaveld began his reign with great 
power, and made hiYnfelf beloved and feared by 

Vol. yi. B many, 



many^ more efpecially by thofe who followed the 
profeffion of arms : for, to gain their favour^ he 
* refufed them nothing } every thing was abandoned 
to theiti. I may be aiked how the ghent men 
were able to carry on this war ; and I will anfwer 
to the bed of my ability, according to the in- 
formation I received. They were firmly united 
among themfelves, and maintained the poor^ each 
according to his means : thus, by being fo firmly 
united, they were of great force : befides, Ghent, 
taken* all together, is one of the ilrongeft towns in 
the world, provided Brabant, Zealand and Holland, 
be not againft it ; but, in cafe thefe countries were 
leaded with Flanders, they would be (hut up, 
furrounded and ftarved. Thefe three countries, 
however, were never their enemies i fo that their 
warfare with the earl of Flanders was more 
ftrenuoufly carried on, and longer continued. 

At the commencement of Philip von Artaveld's 
government, the deacon of the weavers was ac- 
cufed of treafon. He was arreted and committed 
to prifon. In order to know the truth of the 
accuiation, his houfe was fearched, wherein was 
found fome faltpetre in powder. The deacon was 
behea^edi and dragged through the town by the 
Moulders, for a traitor, and to ferve as an example 
to others. 

■ 

The earl of Flanders refolved to hy fiege again 
to Ghent : he therefore itfued his fummons to a 
number of knights and fquires, and to the inha- 
bitants of the principal towns. He fent to Mech- 
lin, from whence he had many men. He wrote 

to 
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to his coufins, fir Robert, and fir William de 
Namur at that time count d'Artois, the comitefs, 
his mother, being lately dead, who brought a 
number of knights from Artois. In this fumipons, 
the lord de Dampierre was not forgotten: he 
came to offer his fervices, with as many as he 
could colleft, and was handfomely attended by 
knights and fquires from Hainault. 

The earl advanced to mveft Ghent, on the fide 
towards Bruges and Hainault. During the time 
it lafled, there were many fkirmifhes ; and the 
ghent men made frequent fallies in fearch of adven- 
tures, in which fomedmes they were repulfed, at 
others they conquered. But the perfon who 
gained the greateft renown was the young lord 
d'Anghien : all the young knights defirous of 
glory cheerfully followed his banners. 

Hie lord d'Anghein marched with full four 
thoufand men, well mounted, without counting 
thofe on foot, to befiege Grammont, which was 
attached to Ghent : he had before harafTed them 
much, but could not win it. This time, however, 
he czxic in greater force, and, on a Sunday, had 
it ftormed at upwards of forty places : he did not 
fpare himfelf, but was one of the mod aftive, and 
the firft who placed his banner on the walls. This 
attack was fo {harp and well fought that, about 
four in the afternoon, the town was taken, and the 
troops of the lord d'Anghien entered it through 
the gates, which had been deftroyed. 

When the inhabitants faw their town was loft 
without hope of recovery, all that could efcape 
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did fo through thofe gates where there were no ene- 
mies ; but few were fo fortunate. The flaughter was 
very great of men, women and children, for to 
none was fhewn mercy. TSicre were upwards of 
five hundred of the inhabitants killed, and numbers 
of old people and women burnt in their beds, 
which was much to be lamented. 

The town was fet on fire at more than two 
hundred places, which reduced the whole to aihes, 
churches and all : nothing remained; entire. 

Thus did Grammont fuffer by fire and flame j . 
and the lord d' Anghien, after this exploit, returned 
to the army before Ghent. The earl of Flanders 
was much pleafed when he heard it, and faid i 
^ Fair fon, you are a valiant man, and, if it pleafe 
God, will be a gallant knight, for you have made 
a handfome commencement/ 

During this deflrudion of Grammpnt, which 
happened on a Sunday in the month of June, the 
fiege of Ghent ftill continued. The lord d' Ang- 
hien, whofe name was Walter, was there, but never 
reftcd long in his quarters : he was every day out 
in fearch of adventures, at times well accompanied^ 
at others fo thinly that he was unable to profecute 
his plans. Some adventures, however, daily befel 
him or the Haze of t landers. 

One Thurfday morning, the lord d'Anghien left 
his quarters, in company with the lord deMontigny, 
fir Michael de la Hameide his coufin, his brother 
the baftard d*Anghien, Julien de Toiflbn, Hutin 
Donay, and feveral more of his houfehold, in order 
to {kirmifh before Ghent as they had formerly 

done : 



done : they this time advanced fo far that they 
fuffered for it, for thofe of Ghent had placed in 
ambufcade more than4iwo hundred men beyond 
the walls of the town. They were armed with long 
pikes. Some faid, this ambufcade was formed of the 
greater part of thofe who had fled from Grammont, 
in the hope of furrounding and making prifoner the 
lord d' Anghien, in revenge for the mifchief he had 
done them. They knew him to be young, courage- 
ous and apt to venture himfelf fooUfbly, which 
gave them hopes of the fuccefs they had. It was 
unfortunate for him, as well as for thofe who ac- 
companied him. 

The lord d' Anghien and his company were quite 
offtheir gua^rd when they found themfelves furround- 
ed by the ghent men, who advanced boldly up, cry- 
ing out, * Surrender, or you are all dead men!* 
The lord d'Anghien, perceiving his fituation, afkcd 
advice from the lord de Montigny, who was befide 
him : he replied, — * Sir, it is too late : let us de- 
fend ourfelve^, and fell our lives as dearly as we 
can : there is nothing elfe to do, and we have not 
a moment for delay.* 

The knights then made the fign of the crofs, 
and recommending themfelves to God and St. 
George, daftied among their enemies ; for they 
could noways retreat, being in the midft of their 
ambufcade. They behaved very gallantly, and did 
every thing that could be done in arms ; but they 
were out-numbered by their opponents, who, hav- 
ing long pikes, gave fuch ftrokes as were but too 
mortal, as the event fhewed. 

The 
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The lord d'Anghien was flain ; as were the 
baftard d'Anghien his brother, and Julien de 
Toiflbn by his fide. OthaL valiant knights from 
Hainault, fuch as the lords de Montigny and de 
St. Chriftopher, fuffered fimilar fates. Sir Michael 
de la Hameide was feverely wounded, and would 
certainly have loft his life^ if Hutin Donay had 
not faved him by dint of arms and prudence : he 
had great difficulty in doing it. 

While the Flemings were employed in pillaging 
and difarming thefe knights, to convey them into 
Ghent, where it was known they had flain the 
lord d'Anghien, which gave them great joy, Hutin 
Donay, feeing no hopes of fuccour, carried fir 
Michael de la Hameide out of the crowd and 
danger. Such was the end of this unfortunate 
day to the lord d'Anghien. You may well fup- 
pofe the earl of Flanders was much grieved at it : 
indeed, he fhewed it plainly ; for, out of his at 
fedion to him, he raifed the fiege of Ghent. The 
earl could not forget him, but regretted his lofs, 
faying, — ^ Ah, Walter, Walter, my Air fon, how 
unfortunate haft thou been, to be thus cut oflF in 
thy youth. I wifli every one to know, that the 
ghent men fhall never have peace with me until 
I have greatly revenged myfelf.' 

Things remained in this fituation, when he fent 
to demand the body of the lord d*Anghien, which 
they had carried into Ghent to pleafe the town ; 
but they refufed to deliver it up until they 
ihould be paid a thoufand francs in hard ca(h. 
They divided this booty between them, when the 

body 
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body was conTeyed to the army, and from thence 
Co Anghien, of which town he was the lord. 
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CHAP. n. 

THE EARL OP FLANDERS RAISES THE SIEOE OF GHENT. 
—TWO RICH CITIZENS, DESIROUS OF NEGOTIATING 
A PEACE BETWEEN THE EARL AND THE TOWN, ARE 
PUT TO DEATH BY PETER DU BOIS AND PHILIP VON 
AETAVELD. 

ryUT of affedion to the lord d'Anghein, the 
fi^e of Ghent was raifed, and the earl re- 
turned to Bruges. He then difmifled his army^ 
ordering it to the different garrifons in Flanders, 
and to the caftles of Gavre, . Oudenarde, Dendre- 
xnonde, Courtray, and every place near to Ghent. 
The earl requefted the Liegeois not to continue 
Cending ftores and provifion to Ghent as they had 
done. 

The men of Liege returned a haughty anfwer to 
the meffengers, faying they would confult with 
thofe of St. Tron, Huy and Dinant, how to ad. 

Hie earl feht to his coufins the duke of Brabant 
and duke Albl^t, and to the bailiffs of Hainault, 
Holland and Zealand, fpecial ambaffadors, chofen 
from among his principal counfellorsy to remon- 
ftrate with them touching the condud of the town 

of 



of .Ghent, which (till continued in its rebellion, 
chiefly owing to the provifion and ftores which it 
received from their countries, and to requefl that 
a flop might be put to it, *^ 

Thefe two lords would have been very forry to 
do any thing which might difpleafe the earl : they 
excufcd themfelves handfomely, faying, that until 
that moment they were ignorant of it, but that 
henceforward they would iffue fuch orders that it 
ihould be difcontinued. This anfwer was agreeable 
to the earl of Flanders. 

Duke Albert, who at that time refided in Hol- 
land, wrote to his baili/f in Hainault, fir Simon de 
Lalain^ inclofing him a copy of the letter from the 
earl of Flanders, adding his pofitive xommands 
?igainft any provifion or ftores being furnifhed 
Ghent from Hainault, or any other thing to be 
done which might difpleafe his coufin the earl, 
under pain of his higheft difpleafure. 

The bailiff iffued a proclamation through 
Hs^inault, forbidding any provifions to be carried 
to Ghent. A fimilar proclamation was made in 
Brabant ; fo that none dared to go to Ghent but 
privately, which much furprifed the inhabitants; for 
provifion began to be very fcarce, and there would 
have been a famine, if the Hollanders had not 
aflifted them, an aft of fricndfliip which they would 
not be reftrained from doing by any injunSions 
that duke Albert could lay on them. 

About this period, through the means of the 
councils of Brabant, Hainault and Liege, there was 
a great affembly appointed to be holden at Harle- 

becque, 
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bcc^uO) i^cv Courtray: the men of Ghent fent 
thjch^ twelve of their principal inhabitants, ttrho 
h^ in general (hewn themfeives'defirous of peace, 
nrhatever it mig^ht coft them from the populace 
that fought only confufion. 

All the magiftrates of the chief towns in Flanders 
were at Harlebecque, even the earl himfelf; and 
there were fome alfo from Liege, Hainault and 
Brabant. Matters were fo ably conducted, that 
the deputies from Ghent returned home with 
propofitions for a peace. It happened that thofa 
inhabitants who wifhed for an end of the war, 
namely, the prudent and quiet ones, went to the 
koufes of the deputies who had been at this con- 
ference, and who were two of the richefi: and moft 
pieaceable citizens, fuch as fir Guifebert Gente an4 
iir Symon Bete, and aiked them what news they' 
had brought. They difcovered themfelves too 
foon ; for they Replied, ' Good people, we fhall 
h^ave, if it pleafe God, an excellent peace for thofe 
who: are well inclined and vntti for quiet; and 
fome of the wicked ones in the town will be 
putiifhed.' 

It is commonly faid, if there be thofe who talk, 
there are thofe who aft. Peter du Bois, not 
thinking his life in fafety, had fpies every where to 
give him intelligence. Some of. them brought him' 
the reports of the town, refpeding a peace, aiul 
affured .him the words came from fir Guifebisrt 
Gente and fir Synion Bete. Peter, on hearing 
this, was like a madman, and, applying them^ ittf 
himfelf^ faid,*— * If any are to be puniihed for thU 

war. 
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war, I ihatt not be one of the laft ; but it ibaU not 
go thus. Our gentlemen who have been at tbm, 
con£erence may think what they wiU, but I have 
no defire to die yet. The war has not h&ed half 
fo long as I intend it fliall ; and my good mafters, 
John Lyon and William Craflfort, have not hitherto 
been fuffidently avenged. If the afiairs be now in 
cbnfuiion, I will trouble them (till more/ 

Peter du Bois was as good as his word, and I 
will shew how. That fame evening, the morrow 
of which the council were to meet in the council- 
chamber, to hear the report of the depudes, he 
came to tl^ houfe of Philip von Artaveld, and 
found him mufing and thoughtful, leaning againft 
Z window of his apartment. The firft word he 
uttered was, ^ Philip, have you heard any news V 
^ None,' replied Philip, ^ except that our deputies 
are returned from the conference at Harlebecque, 
and that tO'^morrow we are to hear, in the council- 
chamber, what they have done/ ' That is true,' 
anfwered Peter } ^but I know what they have 
done, and the terms of the treaty; for they have 
opened themfelves to fome of my friends. Be 
aflured, Philip, that our heads will pay for all the 
treaties they make, or have made; for there will 
not be any peace between my lord and the town, 
but that you, the lord de Harzelles, myfelf, and 
sdll the captains our allies in this war, will be firft 
put to death, and the rich citizens pardoned. They 
wifli to ftte themfelves by delivering us up j and 
diis was the opinion of John Lyon, my maften 
Befides, the ead, our knrd, has his iN^e flatt^ers 

always 
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ahmys with him; fuch as Gilbert Matthew and 
his brothers, the provoft of Harld)ecque who is 
their relation, and the deacon of fmall crafts who 
fled away with them. It therefore behoves us to 
confider awhile on this bufinefs/ 

< How (hall we zGt ?* a&ed Philip. M will (eU 
you/ replied Peter : ^ we muft fend orders to all 
our leaders and captains, to be ready armed, and 
in the market'place, to-morrow, and to keep near 
us ; when we will enter the council-chamber, with 
a hundred of our men, to hear the treaty read* 
Leare me to manage the reft; but only avow 
\^t I fhall fay ; for whoever wilhes to preferve 
his life and power with the commonalty, if he do 
not make himfelf feared, does nothing.' Philip 
wittifigly aflented ; and then Peter du Bois, caking 
his leave, departed. He inftantly fent his fervants 
and fcouts to the different captains under him, to 
order them and their men to be in the market- 
place on the next day, wdl armed, to hear the 
news. They all obeyed, for none dared to refufe, 
and were ready for any mifchief. 

The enfuing morning, at nine o'dodc, the mayor, 
Iheriffs, and rich men of the city, came to the 
market-place and entered the town^hall : then came 
thofe who had been at the conferences at Harle- 
becque ; and laft came Peter du Bois and Philip 
von Artaveld, well attended by thde iif their 
party. 

When they were all affembled and feated, for 
every one who chofe it fat down, they found the 
lord de Harzelles was not prefcnt : they fent to 

him. 
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him, but he excufed himfelf by faying he could 
not come, for he was unwell. * Proceed/ cried 
out Peter du Bois : * I will anfwer for him, and wc 
are full enough ; let us hear what thefe gentlemen 
have brought from the conferences at Harlebecque.* 

Upon this, Guifebert Gente and Symon Bete 
rofe up, as being the principal deputies ; whenjone 
of them fpoke thus, — ' Gentlemen of Ghent, we 
have attended the conferences at Harlebecquej 
and we have had much labour and difficulty, in 
conjunftion with the good men of Brabant, Liege 
and Hainault, in making up our difputes with the 
earl our lord. .However, at the entreaty of die 
duke and duchefs of Brabant, who had fent thither 
their council, as well as duke Albert, the good 
town of Ghent is at peace with the earl, on con- 
dition that two hundred men at arms, whofe names 
he will fend within fifteen days in writing, (hall 
furrender themfelves to his prifon in the caftle of 
Lille, to his pure will : he is fo noble and gene- 
rous that he will Ihew them mercy and pardon.' 

At thefe words, Peter du Bois advanced, and 
faid, — * Guifebert, how have you dared to enter 
into any treaty that Ihould put two hundred men 
at arms into any of the enemy's prifons ? Ghent 
would be indeed difgraced, and better would it be 
for it, if completely overturned, than to be re- 
proached for having fo fcandaloufly concluded the 
war. We know well among ourfelves, and under- 
ftand that neither you nor Symon Bete will be of 
the two hundred. You have made your own 
phoice ; but we (hall carve and cut out for our- 

fclves. 
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felvef. Advance^ Philip, on thcfe traitors, who 
want to betray and diflxonour the town of Ghent.' 

On faying this, Peter du Bois drew his dagger, 
and, coming up to G uifebert, ftruck him on the 
belly and knocked him down dead. Philip drew 
^ alfq his dagger, and with it ftruck Symon Bete 
and flew him. They then began to cry out, ^ Trea^ 
fon, treafqn!' They had their pariifans all round' 
about them, fo that many of the richeft and greateft 
men in the town dilfembled, to fave their lives. 
At that time only thofe two were killed ; but to 
fatisfy the people, and to turn the affair to their 
advantage, they fcnc their fcouts to cry through 
the town, that G uifebert and fir Symon Bete, like 
falfe traitors, wanted to betray the good town of 
Ghent. Thus the matter ended : the dead were 
dead ; and no one was called to any account for 
it, nor any penalty exaded. 

When the earl of Flanders, who was at Bruges, 
beard of this, he was foreiy enraged, and faid,-^ 
* At the entreaties of my coufms of Brabant and 
Hainault, I too eafily acceded to their wifhes of 
making peace with Ghent, and more than once 
have they, in return, thus aded : but I will have 
them know, they (hall never have peace, until I 
have had given up to me fuch a number of the 
inhabitants as will fatisfy me.' 

In this manner were flain two valiant and rich 
men in the town of Ghent, for having adled ac* 
cording to the intentions of many of their fellow* 
citizens. Each of them had for his patrimony 
two thouland francs of yearly revenue. They 

were 
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were mtk:h pitmd in fecret ; but no cme dared to 
do fo publicly, unlefs be wiihed to lofe bis fife. 

Things remaned m this ftate, and the war was 
more bitter than before. The garrifens round 
Ghent were night and day in the field, fo tfaat 
no provifion could enter the town. The Bra- 
banters amd Hamaulters were afraid of venturing 
themfelves; for, whenever they were met by the 
carl's men, the bed that could befal them was the 
ilaughter of their horfes, fending them pnfoners 
to Dendremonde or to Oudenarde, or making 
thtti pay ranfom. By thefe means, the viduallers 
were afraid to riik bringing fupplies to the town. 



CHAP. ni. 

AN INSURRECTION IN PARIS, ON ACCOUNT OF THE 
INTENDED TAXES.— THE LORD DE COUCY AP- 
PEASES IT. THE DUKE OF ANJOU MAKES PRE- 
PARATIONS FOR HIS JOURNEY TO NAPLES. 

ZtT this period, the Parifians rofc up in rebel- 
lion againft the king and his council, becaufe 
they wanted to introduce generally through the 
kingdom thofe taxes, impofitions and excifes which 
had been raifed during the rdgn of king Charles, 
father of the prefent king. The Parifians op- 
pofed them, by faying, the king of happy memory 
had acquitted them from thefe payments during 
his lifetime^ and that the prefent kmg had con- 
firmed 
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fim^ this grant at his coronadon at Rhemu. 
The young king and his council quitted Paris^ 
and went to refide at Meaux in Brie* 

No fooner had the king left Paris than the in- 
habitants rofe^ and, having armed themfelves^ flew 
^ who had been affifting in propofing or coUeding 
&sfe taxes. They broke into the prifbns and dif- 
ferent houfes in the town» taking whatever they could 
find. They went to the palace of the biihop of Paris^ 
aadt having broken open his prifons, fet at liberty 
Hugh Aubriot *, who had been governor-general 
of llle police during king Charles's reign^ and had 
been condemned to the dungeons for feveral bad 
aftions which he had done or confented to^ many 
of which were deferving the ftake : to this man 
the mob gave liberty, which he owed folely to 
their infurredkion. He immediately fet out from 
Paris, for fear of being retaken, and went into 
Burgundy, whence he came, and related to his 
friends his adventures. 

The Parifians, during their rebellion, committed 
many outrages ; but fortunately it was not general : 
had it been fo, affiurs would have been bad indeed. 
The king refided all this time at Meaux, attended 
by his uncles of Anjou, Berry and Burgundy, who 
were mu^h alarmed and vexed at this rebellion. 
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* Hugh Aubriot— had the management of the finance! un* 
der Charlcf V. He built the Baaille as a fort againft the 
EngUft) . He owed his difgrace and imprifonment to the clergy, 
Virfao accufed him of herefy, S^c. : he was (hut up between four 
ihlU I but the Orleeni party hated him because, being a Bur- 
fniKitiin^ he wsi attacked to the dtoke of Burgundy. 

They 
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They refolved to fend the lord de Coucy, who vms 
a prudent fcnight, to treat with and endeavour to 
appeafe them ; for he knew better how to manage 
them than any other. 

The lord de Coucy, whofe name was Enguer- 
rand, came to Paris (imply attended by his houfc- 
hold. He difmounted at his hotel, and fent for 
thofe who had been the moft aftive, and remon- 
ftrated with them wifely and prudently on- the 
wickednefs of their conduft in killing the officers 
and minifters of the king, in breaking open his 
prifons, and fetting thofe .who were confined in 
them at liberty ; for all which, if the king willed 
it, they would dearly pay. But this he was not 
defirous of doing ; for the king much loved the 
town of Paris, becaufe he had been born in it, and 
alfo from its being the capital of his kingdom: 
he was therefore unwilling to deftroy its welUnten- 
tioned inhabitants. 

He told them, his reafons for coming to Paris 
were to endeavour to make up matters between 
them, and that he would entreat the king and his 
uncles mercifully to pardon them their evil deeds. 
They anfwered, that they wiihed not any harm to 
the king their lord, nor to make war againft him, 
but that thefe taxes ihould be repealed as far as 
related to Paris : and that, when exempted Yrom 
fuch, they would aiSft the king in any other man- 
ner. ' In what manner ?' demanded the lord de 
Coucy. * We will pay certain fums into the hands 
of a proper receiver every week, to affift with the 
other cities and towns in France in the payment 

of 
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of the foldlers and men at arms.* ^And what 
fum are you willing to pay weekly ?' * Such a fum^* 
replied the Parifians, ' as we Ihall agree upon.' 

The lord de Coucy managed them fo well, by 
handfome fpeeches, that they confented to tax 
themfelves^ and pay weekly into the hands of 
a receiver whom they would appoint ten thoufand 
francs. . Upon this, the lord de Coucy left them 
and returned to Meaux in Brie, to lay before the 
king and his uncles the propofitions they had made. 

The king was advifed to accept this oflfer of the 
Parifians, as the beft thing he could do ; for from 
this beginning, though fmall, all the other towns 
would follow the example, and when times ihould 
alter they might then change their meafures. 

The lord de Coucy returned to Paris, and 
brought with him the king's pardon to the Parifians^ 
en condition of their obferving the propofitions 
they had made. This they promifed, and appointed 
a receiver, to whom was paid, every week, the 
fixed fum in florins ; but it was not to be carried 
from Paris, except for the payment of thofe men 
at arms who fhou].d be in adual fervice, and neither 
the king nor his uncles were to have any concern 
with it, nor was it to be otherwife employed. 

Affairs remained thus for fome little time, and 
the Parifians were quiet : but the king did not re- 
turn to Paris, which much difpleafed the inha- 
bitants. 

Rouen likewife was in a ftate of rebellion, and 
from the fame caufe : the populace rofe, killed 
the king's governor and all thofe who had any 
• V<^L. VI. C . concern 
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concern in the coUeding or valuing thefe taxe«r 
The king, on hearing this, during his refidence at 
Meaux, was much angered, and his council were 
doubtful if all the other towns would not follow 
this example. The king was advifed to march to 
Rouen, which he did, . and appeafed the com- 
monalty, who were very riotous. He alfo pardoned 
them the death of the governor, and whatever eUc 
they had done. They appointed a receiver from 
among themfelves, to whom they were to pay a 
certain fum in florins every week j and, on this 
being fettled, they continued quiet. 

Now remark the great evils that were beginning 
to difturb France : all took rife from the conduct 
of the men of Ghent ; for the common people 
faid every where publicly, they were good men, 
who fo valiantly maintained their liberties, and far 
which they ought to be loved and honoured by the 
whole world. 

We will return to the duke of Anjou, who had 
^ great defire to vifit the kingdom of Naples, of 
\yhich he figned himfelf king, as well as of Sicily, 
and duke of la Puglia and Calabria; for pope 
Clement had inverted him with them, by virtue of 
the deeds which the queen of Naples had given ta 
him. 

The duke of Anjou was prudent, of a warm 
imagination, bold and enterprifmg : he plainly 
perceived, that according to the eftablifhment he 
had fupported hitherto, and which he would have 
been forry to have feen leflened, he would be a 
{^oor lord in France, unlefs he &ould conquer 

fttch 
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fuch rich and nobte heritages as the two kingdoms 
of Naples and Sicily, and the duchies of la Puglia, 
Calabria, as well as the county of Provence. They 
would come to him very opportunely; for thofe coun- 
tries, of which he called himfelf lord by virtue of 
the gift made him, abouride4 in all forts of wealth. 
He was therefore occupied day and night in devif- 
ing means to perform this journey : he well knew 
he could never accomplifh it without a large fum, 
of money, and a numerous body of men at arms 
to refift thofe who might wifli to oppofe him. The 
duke, in confequence, amaffed fo great a quantity 
of money, under pretence of this journey, that it 
was marvellous to behold ; and he kept the Pa- 
rifians in as good humour as he could, for he knew 
there were in Paris large depofits of cafh, of which 
he got the greater part, and fent it to the earl of 
Savoy, in whom he had great confidence ; adding, 
that on his arrival in Savoy, he would make ar- 
nmgements by which there fhould be regular pay- 
ments for a thoufand fpears, or more, for one 
whole year. 

The earl of Savoy was much pleafed at thig in- 
telligence, for he greatly loved arms : he therefore 
replied to the meffengers, that he would willingly 
ferve the duke on the terms propofed. This an- 
fwer was highly agreeable to the duke, as he had 
an affeftion for the company of fhe earl of Savoy. 

The duke retained men in all parts, fo that he 
had collefted full nine thoufand men at arms, 
ready prepared and under his obedience. He 
ordered the moit fumptuous equipages to be made 
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for him and his houfehold at Paris that any lord 
had ever commanded, fuch as tents, pavilions and 
other things fuitable for a king when about to 
make a long journey. 

We will now leave the duke of Anjou, and 
fpeak of the earl of Cambridge and his men, who 
were in Portugal near the king's perfon. 



CHAP. IV. 

THE ENGLISH MAKE AN EXPEDITION AGAINST THE 
SPANIARDS, CONTRARY TO THE ORDERS OF THE 

KING OF PORTUGAL. THE CASTLE OF FIGHIERE * 

IS TAKEN. 

CTHE earl of Cambridge and his army remained 
for a confiderable time with the king of Por- 
tugal, at Lilbon ; during which the Englifli and 
Gafcons reconnoitred the country, for they had 
never before been there. It feems to me, that 
about this time a marriage was agreed on between 
the daughter of the king of Portugal, who was 
ten years old, and the fon of the earl of Cambridge, 
of the fame age. He was a fine child, and his 
name was John ; the lady's name Beatrice. 

There were great feafts at the betrothing of thefe 
two children, and much joy : all the barons and 
prelates of the realm were prefent : and, young as 

* This muft probably mean Figuciro dos Vinhos^ a town in 
Eftremadura, for Figuera is in Catalonia. 

the 
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ehe married couple were, they were both laid in 

^he fame bed. This marriage and the confequent 

feafts being over, which lafted for eight days, the 

council of Portugal ordered the men at arms who 

•vrere in Lifbon to march to other quarters on the 

frontiers. The earl of Cambridge and a part of 

liis army were fent into quarters at a very hand- 

Ibme town in Portugal called Eftremoure *, and 

the remainder of the f2ngliih and Gafcons to Befi- 

oufef. John of Cambridge remained with the 

king. 

When the canon de Roberfac, and the englifli 
and gafcon knights, took leave of the king, he faid 
to them, — ' My friends, I order you not to make 
any attacks on the enemy without my knowledge ; 
for, if you do, I Ihall be much angered.* They 
fwore, * they would not, by God, and, whenever 
they had fuch an inclination, would fend to inform 
him, and have his permifGon.* 

They then departed, and marched towards Befi- 
oufe, which is fituated in the upper part of the 
country, two days journey from Lifbon and as many 
from Seville, where the king of Spain refided. 

The king of Spain had been early informed of 
the arrival of the Englifh under the command of 
the earl of Cambridge, and had fent intelligence 
of it to thofc knights in France on whofe fervices 
™^**"^™"" ' 111 »■ II, III , 1 . 1 , 1. ■■ I . II 

* Eftremoure. Q. if not Eftremoz. 

f Befioufe. Q. if not V^illa Viciofa, a town near Eftremoz ; 
for D. Sauvage. in a marginal note, fays la Salle calls it Velioufe, 
which feems a corruption of Viciofa^ and confirms me it muft: 
be Villa Viciofa. 

he 
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he depended. On hearing this, and that there ^i^re 
expeftations of war in Spain, they were much re- 
joiced : many who wiflied to advance their fame 
made ready, and took: the road thither. 

The canon de lloberfac*, who was with his 
engliili and gafcon companions' in Befioufe, one 
day faid ; ' My dear^ gentlemen, I think we remaia 

« 

here not much to our honour, when we have never 
as yet made any attempt on our enemies: they will 
not think the better of us for it. If you will take 
my advice, let us fend to entreat the king to allow 
us to attack them-* They all replied, * We are 
perfeftly willing to do fo.* 

Sir John Canbouich f was ordered to oarry this 
meffage, which he cheerfully undertook : He came 
to the king at Lifbon, where he punftually deli- 
vered his meffage. The king replied, he was un?- 
willing for them to imdertake any expedition ; and, 
whatever the knight might urge, he could never 
make him change his opinion. He returned, there- 
fore, to his friends, telling them the king would 
not comply with their requeft. They were much 
enraged at it, and faid among themfelves, that it 
was not becoming men at arms to continue fo long 
in garrifon without attempting fome feats of arms : 
they mutually agreed to make an excurfion. In 
confequence, they took the field with full four 



♦ The canon de Roberfac's name was Theodore. He was 
governor of Ardres in the 45th of Edward III. and, in the 3d 
of Richard II. was employed by the king to treat with the duke 
of Juliers concerning his homage, — Cartes RoUes Frangois* 

f Canbouich. Q. 

hundred 
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hundred men at arms and as many archers. They 
rcfolved to attack a large town which belonged to 
the commander of St. James ; but, on their march, 
they found a nearer way to arrive at the caftlc 
of Rghiere, in which were about lixty fpanifh men 
at arms in garrifon, under the command of Peter 
Goufies and his brother. 

The canon de Roberfac, being very proud of 
this expedition, as it had been by his means under- 
taken, rode forward in front. There were fir 
Oliver Beauchamp. fir Matthew Gournay, Miles 
Windfor, the lord Talbot, fir Adam Symon, fir 
John Sounder, baftard brother to the king of 
England, the fouldich de TEftrade, the lord de 
Chiteauneuf, the lord de la Barde, Raymond de 
Matfon and feveral more. They arrived at the 
caftle of Fighiefe, which they furrounded, and 
<!rew up in order of affault, making all prepara- 
tions neceflary for it. 

When the garrifon faw they were to be attacked, 
they alfo made ready for their defence. About 
four o'clock in the morning, a very vigorous at- 
tack commenced, and the Englifli entered the ditch, 
which being dry, they advanced clofe to the walls, 
bracing their targets over their heads, to guard 
themfelves from the ftones which might be thrown 
on them from the walls, and there made good ufe 
of their pick-axes and iron crows : while thus em- 
ployed, the garrifon threw .on them beams and bars 
of iron, that wounded many. 

The canon de Roberfac was prefent : he had the 
coorage of a knight, and performed that day many 

gallant 
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gallant deeds ; as did alfo Efperons his valet. The 
archers of England were drawn up on the ditches, 
who fhot fo well and rapidly that fcarcely any 
dared to fhew themfelves on the battlements ; and 
one half of the garrifon ^ere either flain or 
wounded. 

The brother of Peter Goufles, the governor of 
the caftle, was there flain by an arrow : he was 
called Bartholomew, and was an abl^ and expert 
man at arms ; but, through his own imprudence 
and raflmefs, he lofl his life. 

The aflault continued from four o'clock until 
high noon ; and I muft fay that the englifli and 
gafcon knights did not fpare themfelves, but 
fought with courage and a thorough good will, 
becaufe they had undertaken this expedition with- 
out the confent of the king of Portugal : they were, 
therefore, determined to conquer this caftle, that 
the fame of it might reach Lifbon, and fhew what 
fliccefs they had met with on their firfl at- 
tempt. 

The canon de Roberfac faid,— * Ha, ha, my 
gentlemen, we fliall this day win the caflle ; but 
if ib many gallant men at arms as we are, take as 
much time to conquer all the other towns in Spain 
and in Galicia,Ve fliall never be mailers of them.* 

The knights and fquires, on hearing this speech, 
began to exert themfelves the more : the canon de 
Roberfac, although covered by his fliield, received 
fuch a blow that he was much wounded. 

There was prefent a young knight from Hainault 
called Froiflart Meulier, who very gallantly be* 

haved 



I 
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Iiared himfelf at this aflault, as indeed did the 
others. 

The garrifon artillery, as well as the machines 

for cafting of flones and iron bars, began to tire 

suid grow weaker in the caftle. Confidering that 

of tventy-five men * (the force within the place), 

there were not three unhurt, and fbme dangeroully 

X¥Ounded, they could not prevent it from being 

taken by ftorm. The brother of their captain lay 

dead, from whom no further help could come. 

They refolved to give themfelves a little refpite, 

and dimng that time treat for a peace. They 

made a fignal to parley with the Englifh. The 

aflault was (lopped, and thofe who were in the 

ditches employed againft the walls were ordered 

out : it was high time, for there were many who 

had been wounded, and others much fatigued. 

Sir Matthew Gournay, conftable, and fir Wil- 
liam Windfor, marfhal of the army, advanced, and 
demanded what they wanted. .The governor, 
Peter Gouffes, addrefled them in thefe words, — 
* You are refolved not to leave this place without 
conquering it : you wound our men, and we do 
the fame to yours. We have therefore confulted 
together; and I, as governor, fpeak their fenti- 
ments, which are, that we will furrender to you 
the fort, our lives and fortunes being fpared. 
Accept, therefore, thefe terms, which are juft: 



♦ Pag^*23, it is faid the garrifon confided of about fixty 
men at arms. 

you 
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jou are at prefent th€ (Irongeil, fo that we maft 
fubmit.* 

The englifli knights replied, they would adrife 
upon it, which they did. When they had held a 
council, they fent for anfwer to the garrifon, chat 
thofe within the caftle might retire whither fhey 
pleafed ; but the ftores muft be left behind, and 
they were not to carry away any thing with fhem. 

When Peter Gouffes faw he could not obtain 
better terms, he confented, but it was much againft 
bis wilL Thus was the caftle of Fighiere farren- 
dered to the Englilh. The Spaniards matched 
away, under a fafe conduft, to Efteris, where Ac 
commander of St. James ufually refided. Thcy^ 
however, did not find him there ; for, having* 
learnt that the enemy had taken the field, he had 
done the fame with full four hundred men at arms» 
Sp^iiards and Caftillians, in hopes, if he could 
meet with the EngHQi in a favourable fVtuation, to 
combat then^ to his honour. 



CHAP. V. 

AFTER THE CONQUEST OF THE CASTLE 01^ FIOHIERK^ 
THE CANON DE ROUERSAC, RETURNING TO HiS 
HARRISON, IS IN GREAT DAI^ER.— SUCCOURS 
COME FROM FRANCE TO CASTILLE. 

"X^iTHEN the knights of Englaad and tb« canon 

had got poffeffion of the caftle of Fighiere, 

they were much rejoiced. They had it repaired in 

every 
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erery part ; and, leaving forty men at arms as a 
garrifon, they ftored it well with provifion and 
other neceiTaries, and alfo with a fufficient body <^ 
archers. Having placed a good captain as gover- 
nor, they held a council, when they refolved to 
return to their quarters. 

The Englifli and Gafcons, on their departure, 
divided themfelves into three bodies ; the lafl: of 
which remained in the plain, under the command 
of the canon. Some Engliih, Gafcons, and Ger- 
mans, defi^ous of feats of arms, had continued mdk 
him : in all about fixty fpears and as many archers z 
they marched one whole day with the canon's 
company on their return to Befioufe. 

On the fecond day, early in the morning, they 
difcovered fome ambufcades, and marched on in 
good array. They were then between a large 
town in Portugal, called Huenca *, and the caftle 
of Concreletf^ On the outlkirts of a wood, 
nearer to the caftle of Concrelet than to Huenca, 
was the grand mafter of St. James J pofted with 
fiill four hundred men at arms. The Englifli no 
fooner perceived them than they clofed their ranks, 
Ihewed no figns of fear, and marched on at a good 
pace. 

The Spaniards, notwithftanding their numbers, 

■I ' 111 I ■.■■■■ I ■■ I I — ^—1 ^i^^ 

* Huenca. Q. f Concrelet. Q. 

X I fufpedt it mull have been the grand mailer of the order of 
Alcantara, and not of St. James, and that there muft have 
been a caQle of Fighiere in the province of Edremadura 3 for it 
is not peffibie, from the ihortnefs of their march> they could 
Joyakve gone to Catalonia. See note, p« 20, 

made 
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made not any a'ppearance of quitting their am- 
bufcade ; for they imagined the £ngh*(h had near. 
at hand their large battalion, and for that reafon 
were afraid to attack them : had they been better 
informed, there would have been a combat. They 
thus feparated from each other without any thing 
being done. 

The Spaniards returned that evening to Efteris, 
and the canon to Befioufe, >vhen he related to his 
companions how he had feen the Spaniards in am- 
bufcade between Huenca and Concrelet, adding, 
* If we had been all together, we could have 
fought with them.* The knights, therefore, 
much repented that they had not kept all in one- 
body. 

Thus ended this excurfion of the Englifh and 
Gafcons j and, when news was brought of it to 
the king of Portugal, he pretended to be much 
enraged, becaufe they had done it without his 
confent. The Englifh and Gafcons remained the. 
whole winter in their garrifons, without perform- 
ing any thing worth mentioning, which wG^ied 
them much : it w as not their fault no deeds of 
arras were done. 

Don John of Caftille, however, was not idle in 
making his preparations. He had fent to the king 
of France and to his uncles for fuccour, and had 
informed them of the arrival of the earl of Cam- 
bridge in Portugal. He alfo faid, that it was uni- 
verfally reported throughout Caflille and Portugal 
that the king of England, the duke of Lancafter, 
arid the earl of Buckingham, with a powerful 

force^ 
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force, were to reinforce them the enfuing fummer. 
For which reafons, he required from the king, in 
conformity with the treaties between France and 
Spain, and their mutual aSeftion, that fufficient 
forces fliould be fent to him in the courfe of the 
fpring and fummer, to enable him to oppofe his 
enemies with effeft. The king's council affented 
to thisj for they clearly faw the king of Spain had 
a right to demand it. Permiffion was granted to 
all knights and fquires defirous of advancing them- 
felves to join don John ; and the king of France 
lent them wherewith to perform their journey* 
Itfeems to me, that fir Oliver du Guefclin, brother 
to the late conftable of France, made preparations 
to go thither in the fpring. Many knights and 
fquires from Brittany, Beauce, Picardy, Anjou, 
Berry, Blois and Maine did fo likewife, and went 
thither in companies to perform the journey more 
comfortably. A paffage was opened to them 
through Arragon, and all kinds of provifion were 
prepared for them, for ready money. But you 
muft know they did not pay for all they took in the 
low countries, which made the poor inhabitants 
fuffer great loffes. 



», 
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.CHAP. VI. 

THE EMPEROR WINCESLAUS SENDS HfS SISTER JlNNB 
TO KING RICHARD OF ENGLAND, WHO MAKES HBR 
HIS aUEEN. 



'VOV have heard how king Richard of England 
had For upwards of a year been in treaty 
with Winceflans king of Bohemia, who at this 
period had taken the title of emperor of Rome, 
to obtain his fifter the lady Anne in marriage ; arid 
how one of his knights, fir Simon Burnley, had 
much laboured in this bufinefs ; and alfp that the 
duke of Saxony had been in England to confirm 
the marriage. 

This affair had been fo well conducted that the 
emperor fent his fifter to England, attended by the 
duke of Saxony and great numbers of knights and 
damfels, with a fuitable ftate becoming fuch a lady. 
They came through Brabant to Bruffels, where 
the duke and duchefs received the young queen 
and her company very grandly ; for the duke 
was her uncle, fhe being the daughter of the em- 
peror Charles his brother. The lady Anne of 
Bohemia remained with her uncle and aunt at 
Bruffels upwards of a month. She was afraid of 
moving, for fhe had been informed there were 
twelve large armed veffels, full of Normans, on 
the fea between Calais and Holland, that feized 
and pillaged all that fell into their hands, and it 
was indifferent to them who they were. The re- 

port 
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port was current, that they cruized in thofe feas 
waiting for the coining of this lady ; and that the 
king of France and his council were defirous of 
carrying her off, in order to break the match, for 
they were very uneafy at this alliance of the Ger- 
mans with the Engliih. When it was faid to be 
4iihonourable to carry off ladies in the' wars of 
men^ they replied, — ' How, have you not feen the 
prince of Wales, father to the prefent king of Eng- 
land, confent to a fimilar adion in the perfon of 
the duchefs of Bourbon, mother to the queen of 
France, when (he W2^ made prifoner by the foldiers 
of the prince, (hut up in the caftle of Belleperche^ 
and afterwards conduced into Guyenne and ranr 
ibmed ? If, therefore, to revenge tnemfelves, the 
French fhould commit fuch an aft on the intended 
qu^en of England, they ought not to be blamed for 
it.' On account of thefe fiifpicions and fears, the 
young lady remained in Bruffels one whole month. 
The duke of Brabant, by advice of his council, 
fent to France the lords de Rouffelans and de 
Boufquehoir, to remonftrate on this fubjed with 
the king and his uncles, who were alfo his nephews, 
being his fifter's fons. 

The knights of Brabant managed fo well with 
the king and his council that their requefl was 
complied with, and paffports granted for the lady 
and her attendants to travel through any parts of 
France (he might choofe, as far as Calais. The 
Normans wefe remanded into port. This anfwer 
the knights carried to Brabant to the duke and 
duchefs. The king and his uncles wrote to fay, 

they 
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they had granted this favour to their coufin the 
lady Anne^ at their folicitation alone^ and for no 
othet reafon whatever. 

Such information was very pleafing to the duke 
and duchefs of Brabant, as well as to thofe who 
were to crofs the fea. Preparations were immedi- 
ately made for their departure from Bruflels ; and 
the young lady took leave of her uncle, her aunt^ 
and the ladies and damfels of the country who had 
accompanied hen 

The duke had her efcorted with one hundred 
fjpears. She paffed through Ghent, where fhc re- 
pofed herfelf for a day, and the citizens did every 
thing in their power to Ihew her honouf. She 
then came to Bruges, where the earl of Flanders 
received her very magnificently, and flopped for 
three days» She continued her journey until Ihc 
eame to Gravelines, where the earls of Salifbury 
and Devonfliire were waiting for her, with five 
hundred fpears and as many archers. Thtj con- 
duced her to Calais, when the Brabanters redirned^ 
after they had delivered her to the barons of Eng- 
land. 

The young lady made no ftay at Calais but 
until the wind became favourable. She embarked 
on a Wednefday morning when the veffels were 
manned, and the fame day arrived at Dover, where 
jQie halted to repofe herfelf two days : on the third, 
flie fet out for Canterbury, where the earl of Buck- 
ingham received her very grandly^ The lady 
purfued her journey unto London, and was mod 
honourably received by the citizens, the ladies and 

damfels 
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.idamfeis of the town and country^ who were all 
^aflembled to meet her. She was married to the 
Jking, in the chapel of the palace of Weftminfter, 

. the twentieth day after Chriftmas* On the wed- 
<iing day, there were great f callings , That gallant 
aiid noble knight fir Robert de Namur had always 
5iccompanied her, from the time fhe quitted Ger- 
many until fhe was married, for which the emperor 
and king of England held themfelves much obliged. 
The king carried his queen to Windfor, where 
lio kept an open and noble houfe. They were 
"very . happy together. She was accompanied by 
the princels of Wales and the duchefs of Brittany, 

- aunt to the king, who at that time was feparated 

JFirom the duke her hufband ; for the barons and 
council of England would not confent to her return 
into Brittany, becaufe he had changed to the French 
intereft. 

The barons and knights were accuftomed to 
-lay, — * Since the duke of Brittany ha^ fo ill and fo 
treacheroufly acquitted himfelf to the earl of Buck-^ 
ingham, and to our men, the laft time they were 
in France, whenever he fhall demand back his 
duchefs, let us not confent to it, but fend him his 
two enemies, John and Guy of Brittany, children 
to St. Charles de Blois, and who have a better 

{^ght to the duchy than himfelf : he is duke through 
our power, and an ungrateful return does he make 
for what he has had from us : we ought therefore 
to a& in like manner to him, for his difgraceful 
conduft.^ True it is, that thefe two lords, John 
and Guy de Bretaigne, fons of St. Charles of Blois, 
, ,VoL. VI. D who 
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wh6 were prifotiers iti England, and confined iii a 
ftrong caftle, under the guard of fir Peter d'Am- 
breticourt, were fent for, and brought before the 
council of the king of England ; when they were 
ihformed, that if they would hold the duchy of 
Brittany from England, and acknowledge it by 
"doing homage to the king, their inheritance fhould 
be recovered for them, and John fhould have the 
lady Philippa of Lancafler to wife. 

But they replied, they would not hav«r any thing 
to do with it, and would prefer remaining in prifon 
tmtil death to afting otherwife than as good Prench- 
m:eiT. Affairs continued on this footing, and they 
Xvere never afterwards in any way fpoken to on the 
ftrbjed, fince they had fhewn the firnmefs of their 
intentions. 



CHAP. VIL 

.THE KING OF FRANCE CANNOT OBTAIN MONEY fROM 

THE RiECBaVER AT PARIS, THE DUKE OF ANJOU 

MARCHES INTO ITALY WITH A NOBLE ATTENDANCE 

. OF: KNIGHTS. * 

VOU have before heard how Blrfs had made iO 
't)eace with the king, on its agreement of pay- 
fcg 2 certain fiim of florins* The fldriUs were 
paid weekly to a receiver whom they had appointed, 
Btit none came to the coffer* of the king, nor were 
amy of them fent out of Paris, It happened that 
( ^ the 
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tlhe king was in great want of money lo pay the 
men at arms he was fending to Caftille which by 
treaty he was bound to do. 

He ordered the receiver at Paris to prepare a fum 
of one hundred thoufand francs ; for he was anxious 
to affiA, in his neceffity, don John pf Caftille, and 
clearly lliewed for what ufe he intended this money. 
The receiver replied to the letters from the king, 
and to thofe who had brought them, in a very 
civil idanner, faying, that in truth he had money 
jfufficient, but that he could not pay any of it 
without the confent and permiflion of the town of 
raris. Thefe words did not pleafe the king, who 
declared! he would remedy all this as foon as he 
fhould be able. He found the money elfewherc, 
through the affiftance of the principal towns in 
Picardy* 

This caufed a greit coolnefs between the king: 
and the Pariliahs. He never came to Paris, but 
Tttidci, at ]Vfeau:t, Senlis, Compiegne^ and in thofe 
parts, to the great difpleafiire of the ParifianSk The 
greateft refource they had was in the duke of Anjou 
tor theiir fafety : he already figned himfelf king of 
Sicily and Jerufalem, and had borne the arms, 

Th^ duke commonly refided at Paris, becaufe 
there was much money kept there, and to prevent 
the~king from receiving any of ic^ that he might be 
the better fupplied for his projeded enterprife iii 
Italy : he was colle£Ung money from all parts, and 
it was faid the fum he had at RoquemaXir *, near 

■■ mu ■ ■ ■ ■ 1^ III ■■ I ■ , ,, , , * I— W<H| 

,' • . ■ ■ . rf * • ^ V 

* Roquemaur^ — ^two leagues from Avignon. 

D a Avignon, 
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Avignoii, was not lefs than two millions of florinS/ 
He treated with the Parifians, and ufed fuch fine 
language, having words at command, and befides 
being from his birth the regent of the kingdom, as 
the eldeft of the Ring's uncles, that he obtained 
one hundred thoufand florins, when the king and 
his two uncles of B^^ and Burgundy could not 
procure one penny from them. 

The duke of Anjou, having now finiflied his 
preparations and colleded all his ftores, began his 
march early in fpring, and the magnitude of his 
array furprifed every one. He paffed through 
France to Avignon, where he was much feafted by 
the pope and cardinals. The barons and principal 
lords of Provence came thither to wait on him as 
their lord, did him homage, and put themfelves 
under his obedience. 

The gallant earl of Savoy, his coufin, came to 
meet him, attended by barons and knights, who 
were alfo well received by the pope and cardinals. 
During his ftay at Avignon, he arranged and 
fettled the pay and ftores for the Savoyards, who 
were in confiderable numbers, and delivered the 
money to the earl of Savoy. This being done, th^ 
duke of Anjou and the earl of Savoy took their 
leave of the pope, and fet oflf from Avignon, fol- 
lowing the road to Savoy and Piedmont. The 
earl was the duke's conduftor, and paid him the 
utmoft refpeft in all the great towns through 
which they pafled. Men at arms were continually 
advancing, or followed in their rear, fo that Lom- 
tardy was quite open and ready to receive them. 

On 
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On the duke's entrance into Lombardy, he was 
moft honourably received in all the principal towns, 
more efpecially in Milan, where fir Galeas and 
fir Bemabo Vifconti loaded him with honours : he 
received from them fuch rich prefents and jewels 
as would aftonifh, if related. The duke of Anjou 
kept a kingly ftate : he had his mint with him^ 
where he coined florins and white money, with 
which he made his payments all through Lom« 
bardy and Tufcany. 

When they began to approach Rome, they 
marched in a more compad body than they had 
hitherto done; for the Romans, being informed 
pf the duke's march, had thrown up ftrong forti- 
fications to oppofe him. They had for com- 
mander a valiant englifli knight, called fir John 
Hawkwood*, who had refided a long time in that 
part of Italy : he was well acquainted with the 
frontiers, and had imder him a large body of men 
at arms, of Germans, Englifh and other nations in 
the pay of the Romans, for the de&nce of Urban^ 
at that time called pope, and who refided at Rome., 

This pope was not alarmed at the arrival of the 
duke of Anjou. When they told him he was on 
his march, attended by the earl of Savoy and the. 
count of Geneva, with full nine thoufand lancet 
of good men at arms, and that it was uncertain i^ 
he would not come to Rome to dethrone him, fox; 
they were all Clenientines, he replied by faying, 
* Christus protegat nos.' That was all the alarm 



* Sir John Hawkwdod. See his life in Nichol's Bib. Top, Brit. 

they 



3S 

they gave him, and the only anfwcr he mad^ to 
thofe who fpoke to him on the fubjeft. 

The duke of Anjou, who titled himfelf king oJF 
Naples, Sicily and Jerufalem, duke of Calabria and 
la Puglia, accompanied by the earl of Savoy, con- 
tinued the march of his army through Tufcany, 
the territory of Ancona, and the patrimony of St.^ 
Peter, but did not enter Rome ; for the duke 
wiihed not to make war on Rome, nor on the 
Romans, but folely aimed to accomplifh lus cn- 
terprife on the terms according to which he had 
left France. He kept up kingly ftate wherever he 
paffed, and all men at arms praifed him for the 
punftuality of his payments. 

At this period his adverfary, the lord Charles de 
Durazzo, refided in the city of Naples. He alfcJ 
figned himfelf king of Naples, Sicily and Jeru-, 
falem, duke of la Puglia and Calabria, and con- 
fidered himfelf as the lawful king, fmce the queen 
of Naples was dead without leaving any heirs by 
marriage. He looked on the gift which the queen 
had made ^to the pope as null, and maintained this 
opinion by two arguments : the firft was, that be- 
fides being fupported and obeyed by the Neapoli- 
tans and Sicilians, the queen of Naples could not 
refign the inheritance of another ; — ^fecondly, that 
jfuppofing this refignation to have been good and 
the gift in force to the court of Rome, and that the 
popes were entitled to it, flie had not legally done 
Jt, for thofe kingdoms confidered Urban as the 
true pope, and not Clement. 

This is the queftion which they difputed, and 

tlje 
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t}ie defence Charles de Duraszo^ made. He aUo 
at the begiQiiii];]^ took very wife precautions, for he 
amply provided {with ftores the cailel del Ovoj^ 
which b one of the ftrongeit caflles in the world, 
and fituated as it were by enchantment in the fea, 
fo that it is impoflible to take it but by necro- 
mancy or by the help of the devil *. 

When he had provided this caftle with a fuffici- 
ency to laft three or four years, he colleded a body 
of men at arms and threw himfelf into it, having 
made all the entrances very fecure, leaving the 
duke of Anjou to a£t as he pleafed. He well knew 
the Neapolitans would never defert him, and that, 
if la Puglia and Calabria fhould be loft for two or 
three years, they could eafily regain it. 

He ejicpeded the duke of Anjou would foon find 
himfelf at the end of his refources in mai^itaining 
fucb a large army as he had brought, and which it 
was iippofUble for him to continue to fupport. 
They would be in want of provifion or pay, which 
would tire them out in the courfe of two or three 
years ; and, when they ihould be well worn down, 
he might combat them to his advantage. Charles 
de Durazzo was full of thefe ideas, fome of which 
w^ere afterwards realized. In truth, no prince in 
Chriftendom, except the kings of France or Eng- 
land, would have been able to have kept up fuch 
zx^ immenfe force as the duke of Anjou did ; for 
they reported he had brought over the mountain^ 



* Denys Sauvage adds a marginal note, that ' if the good 
mvi FroiflTart believe* tbis; his pnincl mud be ve|y Umple/ 
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thirty thoufand combatants, without hurting hia 
finances : and the undertaking fuch an enterprife 
required much thought and confideration. 
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CHAP. vin. 

THE EARL OF SAVOY, WHO HAD ACCOMPANIED THE 
DUKE OF ANJOU TO NAPLES, ORDERS A MAN TO 
BE BEHEADED, WHO HAD BOASTED THAT HE 
WOULD QiyE THEM POSSESSION OF THE CASTEL 
DEL OVO BY ENCHANTMENT, 

\\/^HEN the duke X)f Anjou and his army entered 
la Puglia and C^alabria, the whole country 
was their own, and the people teftified that they 
wifhed not for any otheV lord than him : in a fhort 
lime, all the barons, principal towns and others, 
put themfelvcs under his obedience. Thofe who 
have been in thefe countries, which are the richeft 
in the world, report, that from the great abundance 
of every thing, the people ^re perfeftly indolent, 
and do no manner of labour. 

The men at arms, on entering fo rich a country, 
felt themfelves very comfortable ; but the duke of 
Anjou, the earl of Savoy, the count of Venddme, 
the count of Geneva*, and all the knighthood of 
France, Savoy and Brittany, marched on into the 
territories of Naples. 



* Count of Geneva. Gi^nnonc faySj^ he was brother tp popi^ 
Clement, 

The 
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The citizens of Naples, not fearing thefe men at 
arms, deigned not to fhut their gates, but kept 
them always open, as they never imagined the duke 
of Anjou could refide there longer than it was 
agreeable to them ; for the moment they fhoiild be 
inclofed in the town, whatever numbers they might 
be, they would be loft, as the houfcs were not eafy 
to be taken, having before their doors planks which 
may be removed, and the fea underneath, on which 
they would not perhaps like to adventure them* 
felves. 

An enchanter, mafter of necromancy, who had 
refided for fome time in the neapolitan territory, 
came to the duke of Anjou, and faid, — * My lord, 
if you will, I can caufe the caftel del Ovo and its 
garrifon to furrender to you.' * How can that be ?' 
replied the duke. * My lord, I will tell you,' an- 
fwered the enchanter : ' I can, by enchantment, 
snake the air fo thick over the fea, that thofe in 
the caftle fhall think it a large bridge, on which 
ten men may march in front; and, when they 
Ihall fee this bridge, they will be fo frightened they 
will furrender themfelves to you, left, if you attack 
them,^they be taken by ftorm/ The duke, much 
aftonifhed at what he had heard, called his knights, 
the count de Vendome, the count de Geneve, fir 
John and fir Peter de Bueil, fir Morice de Maumi 
and others, to whom he related what the enchanter 
had juft told him. They were very much furprifed, 
but feemed willing to give him faith for it. 

The duke then afted,^ — * Fair mafter, can our 
people march on this bridge of which you fpeak as 

far 
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far as the caftle, and attack it ?* * My lord/ repUed 
the magician, * of this I dare not affure you j for if 
any one of them, while on this bridge, fhould make 
the fign of the crofs, all would difappear, and thofe' 
on it would fall into the fea.' The duke, upon 
this, began to laugh, and fome of the young knlghti 
prefent faid, — 'Ha, my lord, for God's fake, let 
him do it : we will not make any fign of the crofe^ 
and by this means we fhall eafily capture our 
enemies.' The duke faid he would confider 
of it. 

The earl of Savoy was not prefent at this cpn- 
verfation, but came foon afterwards. When the 
e^rl entered the duke's tent, the magician had juft 
left it ; but the duke told him all that had paffed, 
^Iid what offers he had made. The carl, having 
mufed a while, faid, ' Send him to my quarters^ 
and I will examine him. He is that mafter magician 
by whofe means the queen of Naples and fir Otho 
de Brunfwick were taken in the caftel del Ovo, for 
he caufed the fea to fwell fo high that it feemed as 
if it yrould fwallow the caftle ; thofe within it were 
fo much frightened they looked on themfelv^s as 
dead. One ought never to put too great a con- 
fidence in fuch people ; for you fee the wicked- 
nefs of the wretches in this country: in order to 
pleafe you, and to pbtain your benefadions, h^ 
will betray Charlea de Durazzo, to whom he 
formerly gave up the queen pf Nappies and her 
hufband.' 

' Well,' replied the duke, ' I will fend him to 
you.' The ^onv^i-fationi took a^other turn, and^ 

afteir 
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after they had well confidered their iituatlon, th<^ 
earl returned to his quarters. 

On the morrow morning, when the lords ver? 
f-ifen, the magician waited on the dujce, bpwine 
moft lowly. As foon as the duke perceived him, 
he ordered a valet to condudt him to the earl of 
S^voy. The valet, taking his hand, faid, * Mafter, 
my lord's will is, that yoii go to the earl of Savoy,^* 
Pe anfwered, 'God's vvill be done.' Whenaiv 
rived at the tent of the earl, the valet faid, ' My 
lord, here is the dofl:or whom my lord fends tp 
yoii.' The earl was much pleafed on feeing him, 
and faid, 'Doftor, do you affure us for a certainty^ 
that you will gain us the caflel del Ovo at fo cheap 
a rate ?' ' Yes, by my troth, my lord,* replied th^ 
enchanter ; * for by a fimilar trick I got it for him 
who is now within it, namely the lord Charles dc 
Durazzo, from the queen of Naples, her daughter 
aiAi hufband fir Robert d'Artois* and fir Otho de 
Brunfwick. I am the man in the world of whom 
jhe lord Charles has the greateft dread/ 

*By my faith,' replied the earl, *you ^eak 
well ; but I wifh the lord Charles to know, that 
he is in the wrong to fear you fo much, for I will 
jnake him eafy on that head : you (hall not hence- 

* Robert d*Artois. Denys Sauvage^ in bis 24tb annotationt 
fays,—** The hiftory of Naples often ipeaks of this Robert 
d'Artois, making him the hufband of Mary, daughter to Joan 
queen of Naples ; but no mention whatever is made of thefe 
enchantments. They feem to come from the romances of 
Morgante and Urganda ; fo that { am furpriied Froiifart could 
fuff«r lijmfelf to be thus deceived, and wifli to deceive pofterity/ 

forward 
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ifbrward perform any enchantment to deceive hini 
or any one elfe. I will not have it reproached to 
us in times to come, that fuch knights and fquires 
and valiant men at arms here aflembled fhould 
have been obliged for our fuccefs to magic, nor 
do we defire to conquer our enemies by fuch 
means.' He then ordered a fervant to call the 
headfman, and have his head ftruck off. The earl's 
commands were inftantly obeyed, and his head 
was cut off on the outfide of the tent. Such was 
the end of this enchanter, and fuch hig recompenfe. 
We will now leave the duke of Anjou, his 
army and his marches, and return to the affairs 
of Portugal, and relate how the Englifh and 
Gafcons profpered. ^ 



CHAP. IX. 

THE CANON DE ROBERSAC MAKES ANOTHER EXCUR- 
SION CONTRARY TO THE WILL OF THE KING OF 
PORTUGAL, AND TAKES SEVERAL PLACES ADJOINING 
TO gEVXLLE. 

"TTtlE knights in garrifon at Befioufe, and who 
had been there for fo confiderable a time, 
having made but t)ne excurfion, when they took 
the caftle of Fighicre, refolved, about the middle 
of April, to make another ; for they were very 
much furprifed at the condudk of the king of Por- 
tugal and earl of Cambridge, who had let them 

remaia 



remain idle the nine months they had now been iQ 
Portugal, without having formed any expedition 
jbut the one for which they had been blamed. 

They determined to fend to and remonftratc 
with the carl of Cambridge on this fubjeft : I be- 
lieve the envoy was the fouldich de la Trane. He 
came to Eftremoz, where the earl was quartered, 
and faid to him, — ' My lord, my companions fend 
me to you, to know what you would wifh them to 
do ; for they much wonder why they have been 
brought to this country, to remain fo long in in- 
dolence, which difpleafes them much. You will 
let me know what you would have them do, for 
they are very defirous of making an excurfion** 

^Souldich,' replied the earl,* you know, that 
when 1 left England, my lord and brother the 
duke of Lancafter promifed me, on his faith, that 
on his retunii from Scotland, whither he was then 
going, he would join us with men at arms, to the 
amount of three thoufand, and as many archers. 
Upon this engagement, I came merely to recon- 
noitre the country. In a fhort time we fliall have 
intelligence from him ; for it is equally unpleafant 
to me to have remained fo long in this country. 
You will therefore falute your companions in my 
name, and tell them what I have jufl faid to you« 
I cannot wifh to prevent them from making an 
cxcutfion, fince they have fuch an inclination for 
it ; but you know the king of Portugal gives us 
our pay, and therefore we ought to conform to 
his orders.* 

* By my faith, my lord,' anfwered the fouldich,^ 
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•he pays badly, and otif companion^ compfaM 
much of It : he owes us now fix months pay/ 

' He will pay you well,' replied the earl: * ihdne^ 
never comes difagreeably.' On this, the fouldich 
left the earl, and returned to his companion^, to 
whoni he related what you have heard. 

^ Gentlemen,' faid the canon, ^ I will not defiif 
from making an excurfion, notwithftanding what 
has been faid, for I fee clearly they wifh to put off 
all fuch attempts. They do not defire we Ihoiild 
commit hoftilities, that we may not have caufe to 
demand our pay : but my opinion is, that we tiKe 
the field.' • ^ ' 

They feleftcd thofe who fhould form this expedi- 
tion, and refolved to undertake it on the morrow, 
having their arms quite ready. 

The lord John dc Ferrande^ one of the knights of 
tile king of Portugal, who had learnt they were defir- 
ous of performing foine enterprife, came to them, 
and brought letters to the canon de Roberfac. He 
read them, and found that the king of Portugal 
forbid him to quit his quarters ; adding, that he 
was well informed it was through his means all 
thefe expeditions were thought of. 

The canon was much enraged at this order, land 
faid to the knight, — ' John, I fee plainly the king 
will not permit me to make any excurfion. Now, 
fuppofe I remain in my houfe, do you think that 
the others, who are better knights and more valiant 
tbah I, will alfo ftay at home and give up their 
enterprife ? . Oh no, by my troth, as you will fee 
<o-morrow j for they are determined and prepared 

to 
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to take the field.* * My lord,' teplki TeiTiUdtr 
^ f ommand them, in the king^s nirae, not to db 
fo/ * By my fehh,' faid the canon, ^ I wiH do hb 
ibch thing : do ]^ou, who belong to the kin^, 
order them youffelf.* 

Things remained in this ftate all night. In the 
morning, the trumpets founded, when the knights 
and fquires, being armed and mounted, came befoi*c 
the canon's houfe, who had not put on his arhiotln 
On the englifh and gafcon knights drawing up', he 
cartle to the window, and told therti the king oF 
Pbrtugal would not allow him, nor any of his party^, 
to make an excurfion. * By my faith, ^ anfwef6l 
they, * we will have t fide, fince We are fo well 
inclined to it : and fo fhall you t6o, for it (hall 
never be reproached you, that when We had taken 
the field, you ftaid at home.' The canon was then 
obliged to arm himfelf, and mount his' horfe. The 
portuguefe knight, the lord Fertande, was obliged 
tb do the fame j fo much was he preffed by the 
• others, but it occafioned him to (land in the ill 
graces of the king, and he was near being hanged. 

They marched out of Befioufe to the amount of 
about four hundred fpears and as many archeris ; 
and, taking the Seville road towards a caftle and 
town called Ban *, continued their march until thfey 
ayrfved, and furrounded the part which feemed 
moft eafy to be taken. They difmounted, formed 
themfeives in order of attack, Entered the ditches, 
which were dry, and began the aflault vigoroufly. 
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At this time^ there were no men at arms in the 
town of Ban. The inhabitants, though badly 
armed, mounted the walls and defended themfelves 
as well as they were able with lances and javelina^ 
but this could not laft long. They therefore began 
to treat with the aiTailants, and at length furren* 
dered, on having their lives and fortunes fpared^ 
declaring they would put themfelves under the 
obedience of don Fernando king of Portugal, 

They were well received in the town, which they 
entered to refrefh themfelves ; when they began to 
examine by what means they could gain the caflle. 
They faw it might be taken ; and, that fame evening, 
fome of the army began to ^kirmiih. On the mor- 
row, a more regular attack commenced. 

The governor of the caftle was a gentleman of 
the country called Peter Jagoufes, but he was not 
an able man at arms, as he (hewed ; for as foon 
as he faw himfelf thus attacked, and fo many men 
at arms advancing, he took fright, entered into 
terms, and furrendered the caftle on his and th^ ^ 
garrifon's lives being fpared. They flrengthened 
it with good men at arms and archers, and then 
departed towards another caille, feven league^ 
diftant, called la Cour dffe *• . On their arrival, they 
infiantly began the attack very (harply ; but thofe 
within defended themfelves to the utmoft of their 
power, and difdaincd to furrender. At the firft 
attack, which was fevere, the governor of the caftle, 
called Radulph> was flain. He was an expert and 
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^rftHftftt man M arms, but, having adventured hinw 
ielf too raihiy on the bulwarks, was killed by an 
arrow. On his death the others loft courage : 
the caftle was taken, and the greater part of the 
^rrifon put to the fword. Thus did the canon and 
liis companions gain the caftle of la CourtiiTe. 
They ftrengthencd it with a new garrifon ; and, 
laving well fupplied it with every thing, they 
inarched towards the city of Seville the grand. 



n^HE CANON AND HIS COMPANIONS GAIN MUCH BOOTT 
FROM THE KING OF CASTILLE.— THEY MUTINY 
AGAINST THE KINO OF PORTUGAL, WHO ORDERS 
THEIR PAY TO BE INSTANTLY DELIVERED TQ 
THEM. 

M'HESE englilh and gafcon men at arms con- 
tinued marching until they came to JaSre, ten 
leagues from Seville. It is a badly inclofed town } 
but there is a very ftrong monaftery, which thofe 
of the town and country had fortified, and they 
had retreated thither trufting to its ftrength* 

On their arrival, the town of Jaffre was imme- 
diately taken and burnt. They foon attacked the 
monaftery; but it was an hour before it was taken; 
when thofe who firft entered it gained great pillage : 
many were there flain. Having received intelli- 
gence that there were in Come marfhy grounds, in 
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^n idjoining valley, upwards of twenty thoufaxyl 
iead of cattle, pigs, cows and flieep, they, pufhed 
forward ; and, having entered the marfh, ordered 
their infantry to drive out the cattle. They the^r 
refolved to return to their quarters in Befioufe, and 
fet out accordingly. They arrived thereon the 
.evening of the enfuing day with all their booty«; 
by which they had provifions in abundance^ and 
for a long time. 

Thus ended this expedition. When the lord 
Ferrande returned to Lilbon to the king, and re- 
ported to him what they had done againft their" 
enemies, and the great booty they had made, he 
imagined the king wouldihave been well pleafed; 
but no, for he faid to him, — *^How, thou (linking 
tafcal, haft thou dared, after the pofitive denial I 
fent them, to confent to their making zk exciurfion, 
and to accompany them thyfelf? By St, Jacob,!' 
will have th^e hanged.* The knight, on this, 
caft himfelf on his knees, and faid, — ^ My lord, 
their captain acquitted himfelf dutifully and loyally j 
but the others by force made him go with them, 
as well as myfelf, to (hew them the coqntry. When 
the expedition has fo well fucceeded, you ought to 
pardon it.* 

Notwithftanding this fpeech^ the king ordered 
bim to prifon, where he remained until the earl of 
Cambridge delivered him when he came to Lifboa 
on the bufinefs of which you fhall hear. . 

After the Engliflx and Gafcons were returned ta 
the town of Befioufe, and had remained there fome 
time, they refolved to fend to the king of Por- 
tugal 
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lugal to demand their pay« They chofe unani- 
moufly the lord Talbot, a baron from Wales^ as 
their ambaflador. When the lord Talbot was 
come to Li(bon, and had remonftrated with the 
king on the fubjedt of his million, the king only, 
made for anfwer, ^ that they had twice made excur* 
fions contrary to his orders, which had much dif- 
pleafed him, and had been the caufe of the delay 
in their payment/ As he could not obtain any 
other anfwer, lord Talbot returned to his compa- 
3:iions, and related what the king had faid, which 
much angered them. 

This fame week, the earl of Cambridge quitte4 
Eftremoz and came to Befioufe, where he took up 
l^s lodgings, in a monaftery of monks on the out- 
fide of the town. The knights in garrifon were 
rejoiced on hearing this ; for there were among 
them fome who were unable to wait fd long for 
didr pay from the king, and faid among them- 
ielves, — ^ We are marvelloufly well taken care of ; 
we have been in this country almoft a year, an4 
have never received any money. It is impoflible 
but our commander muft have had fome, for he 
i;70uld never have borne it for fo great a length of 
time.* 

* Thefe murmurings incfcafed fo much that they 
declared they would not longer fuffer fuch treats 
ment, and fixed a day to debate the matter among 
themfelves. The place of conference was ap- 
pointed in a handfome church fituated without the 
town of Befioufe, and oppofite to the Cordeliers, 
where the earl of Cambridge had his refidence. 
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The canon of Rbbcrfac promifed to attend : Jo-' 
deed, it was well he did, fof otherwife it wbUld 
have tamed out badly. 

About eight o'clock, they were all afleihbled, 
eiccept the canon, fuch as fir William Be^uchathp^ 
fir Matthew Gournay his uncle, the lord Talbot, fir 
William Hermon * ; and, of Gafcoris, the fouldich 
de la Trane, the lord de la Barde, the lord dc 
Chtteauneuf and feveral more, who began to fpeak 
and m^ke their complaints known to each other. 
There was among them a knight, baftard brother to 
the king of England, called fir John Sounder, who 
was louder than all the reft, and faid,— * The earl of 
Cambridge has brought us hither : every day we 
venture our lives, and are willing fo to do, for his 
fervice, and yet he keeps our pay. I therefore 
advife, that we form a ftrift union among ourfelves, 
and unanimoufly agree to difplay the pennon of St. 
George, declaring ourfelves friends to God, artci 
enemies to all the world ; for, if we do not make 
ourfelves feared, we fhall not have any thing/ 
* By my faith,' replied fir William Helmon^ * you 
fay well, and we will do it.' All agreed to the 
propofal, and confidered whom they fhould choofe 
for the leader : they thought they could not have 
a better than Sounder, for he would have more 
leifure to do mifchief, and had greater courage foi" 
it, than the others. 

They hoifted the pennon of St. George, and 

cried out,-— *A Sounder, a Sounder that valiant 

, / 
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* Hermon. Q. FroUTart calb bim afterwards Helmdn. 
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baftard ! Friends to God, and enemies to all man* 
kind/ They were then well inclined to attack the 
town of Befioufe, and declare war againft the king 
of Portugal. 

, Sir Matthew Gournay and fir William Beauchamp 
bad long argued againft attacking Befioufe, but 
|iad been little attended to. At the moment they 
^^ difplayed the pennon of St. George, and were 
quitting the church, the canon arrived/ wd, puih*- 
ing through the crowd, got up to ti^e head altar, 
:^i«rhen he cried aloud, — ' My fair firs, what are yoii 
going to do ? Be orderly and temperate, I conjure 
you ; for I fee you are much difturbed/ 

Sir John Sounder and fir William Helmon then 
advanced to him, and related what they had done 
;and what were their intentions. The canon, by 
fair language, reftrained them : * Confider, geti«> 
tlemeny what you are about : that which you jn# 
tend is folly and madnefs. We cannot deftroy 
curfelves more efFe£tually. If we make war ozi 
this country, our enemies will i^ear of it, and wiU 
gain courage when they fee we cannot oppoft 
jt^em. We fhall thus ruin ourfelves two ways;' 
for our enemies will be rejoiced and aflfured of 
5»rhat at prefent they may only fufpcflt, and we 
ihall forfeit our loyalty to the earl of Cambridge.* 

^ And what would you have us do, canon f laid 
Sounder: *we have expended much more than 
our pay, and fince our arrival in Portugal we hasre 
not had any loan or any payment whatever. If 
you have been paid, we have not, and your com* 
plants w^U be vaint* 
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* By my faith, Sounder/ replied the canon, ^ I 
have not received more than you have, nor will I 
receive any thing without your knowledge.* 

Some of the knights prefent anfwered,-— * We 
firmly believe you ; but all things muft have an 
end. Shew us how we may get clear of this bufi- 
Tiefs with honour, and that as fpeedily as may be ; 
for if we be not well paid, and in a ihort time| 
matters will go ill.* 

The canon de Roberfac then replied, — *Fair 
firs, I would advife firft of all, in the fituation we 
are in, that we wait on the earl of Cambridge, and 
remonftrate with him on thefe matters of which h^ 
ought to be informed.' * And who is there among 
1^,* faid fome one, ^ who will remonftrate with 
him ?' -^ I will,' replied Sounder ; ' but you muft 
all avow what I fhall fay.* The whole company 
promifed to do fo. They then departed with 
the pennon of St. George, which they had that 
day difplayed, carried before them, and came tQ 
the Cordeliers, where the earl of Cambridge wa$ 
lodged. 

Juft a^ he was going to dinner, thefe companions, 
to the amount of about feven hutidred, entered the 
court, and demanded the earl, who, having quitted 
his chamber, came into the hall to fpeak with them. 
The knights had advanced with Sounder at their 
head, and remonftrated in an agfAgeable manner 
and fpeech, faying, — * My lord, it was' you who 
aiTembled us in England ; and we came hither ac* 
cording to your entreaties, as well as the others 
"who are now without : we have left our country 
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^o oblige you. You are therefore our chief, and 
"we muft look to you for our pay, of which hkhertb 
we have not received any thing; for, as to the 
luRg of Portugal, we fhould never have come to 
his country, nor entered his fervice, if you had not 
been our pay-mafter. However, if you fay that 
the war concerns only the king of Portugal, arid 
tfhat you are not interefted in it, we will foon pay 
ourfelves our fubfidy, for we will overrun the 
country, let the confequences be what they may. ^ 
* Sounder, ' replied the earl, ' I do riot fay thatt 
you ought not to be paid ; but, that if you over- 
Tun this country, you will throw great blame oh 
me, as well as on the king of England, who is fo 
ftriftly allied to the king of Portugal.* * 

• -^ And what would you have us do?* alkedSounder^ 
^ I will,' replied the earl, ' that you choofe threte 
of our knights, an Englilhman, a Gaicon an4 % 
<Jerman, and that thefe three fet out for Liflbon^^tb 
explain to the king this bufmefs, and the length <t£ 
dme he has delayed payment to our compahionl. 
When you fhall thus have fumraoned him, yoti 
will have a better right to follow your own inclina* 
<ions.' * By my faith,' faid the canon de Roberfao^ 
^ my lord of Cambridge fays well, and fpeaks 
wifely and boldly.' They all agreed to thi6 laft 
propofal ; but, notwithflanding, they would not 
take down the pennon of St. George, faying thait 
£nce they* had unanimoufly raifed it in Portugal, 
they would not lower it as long as they fhould r^ 
jmain there. 

* They then feled^ thofe whg were to w.ait en 
u ^ !th^ 
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the king of Portugal: fir WilUam Helmon w9Mi 
chofen by the Engliib, fir Thomas Simon by thm 
Germans, the lord de ChAteauneuf by the Gafcons« 
Xhefe three knights fet out, and continued their 
journey until they came . to X.iibon, where they 
^kmnd the king, who received them handibmely, 
aiked from them the news, and what thek com* 
panions were doing ? 

*My lord/ they replied, /they are all in very 
good health) and would willingly make fome ct^ 
<urfions, and employ this feafon otherwife than 
they do{ for long idlenefs is not agreeable to 
<hem.' ^ Well,* faid the king, * they ihall very 
Ihortly inake an excurfion, and 1 will accompany 
them, and you will let them know this from me.' 

'< My lord,* anfwered fir William, * we are fent 

bither by their orders, to tell you, that fince their 

arrival in this country, they have neither had loam 

ijior payment from you, and that they are not 

fatisficd; for whoever wiihes to obtain the love 

,IUid iervice of men at arms muii: pay them better 

/than you have hitherto done, the negleflt of which 

.they have for fome time taken to heart ; fpr they 

luk>w not on whom they depend, and have throvind 

the blame on our captains, fo that the afiair was oq 

the point of ^taking a very difagre^able turn, Owe 

xHds eiccufed tiiem&lves, as it was known they 

haid not received any thing* Now, know for ;i^ 

^truth, they will be paid their full pay, if you wifii 

.their fervices ; and if you will not pay them, they 

aflure you by us, that they will pay themfehresi 

iioiv) ypur coyntrjt Therefore couftd^ well thia 

bufinefst 
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bufinds, axKl give us fuch an aufwer as we may 
carry hack ; for they are only waiting our return.' 

The king mufed a little, and then faid ; ^ Sir 
William, it is but jufl: they Ihould be paid : bi|t 
they have much vexed me, by difobeying my order^^ 
in making two excurfions, which if they had not 
done, they fhould long ago have been fully fatisfied 
in every refpeft. ' 

. * Sire,' replied fir William, * if they have made 
any excuriions, they have turned out to your ad- 
vantage : they have taken towns, caftles, and over- 
run the territories of your enemy, even as far ^ 
Seville: all this has been gallantly performed. 
;Tbey ought not to lole this feafon, which, indeed, 
they are determined not to do ; for they declare, 
on our return, they will pay themfehres, unlefs they 
4hall receive by us a more gracious anfwer, than 
as yet they have obtained from you.' 

*'■ Well,' faid the king, ^ inform them, that wichm 
fifteen days at the lateft, I will give orders for thevr 
pay to be delivered to them, to the utmpit farthing ; 
but tell the earl of Cambridge that I wilh to fpeak 
.with him.' * Sire,' replied fir William, * I will dp 
.fo, and you fay well.' 

. As he'&niihed these words, dinner was ferved, 
when they dined together, and the king made thie 
^three fit atrhis table, and feafted them much. Tbw 
.paiTed the xiay, and on the morrow they return^ 
to their friends. As faon as their ar,riva| w^s 
.known, the knights .crowded about them, tp learn 
what they had done : they related to them thje 
^wer^ and the king's promife^ with whiph they 

were 
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iwrefe aH well fatisfied* * Now fee,' faid Sounder, 
* if riot be not fometimes of ufe : we have advanced 
the delivery of our pay, by having been a little 
riotous : he fares well who is feared.* 

The three knights waited on the earl of Cam-* 
bridge, and reported to him what they had done, 
•and that the king wanted to fpeak with him, Hte 
fet out from the town in the morning, and rode to 
Xiibon, where he was joyfully received by his fou 
jmd daughter-in-law. I 

The king had a long conference with him, wheii 
they determined on certain expeditions. The king, 
in confequence, iffued his fummons throughout the 
realm, for every one to be prepared for the field by 
the feventh of June, and to affemble between the 
towns of Badajos and Clemence. • 

This fummons was publifhed throughout the 
kingdom of Portugal, when all defcriptions of men 
armed and prepared themfelves in the bed manner 
they were able, to be at the rendezvous on foot, 
by the appointed day. ' I 

On the arrival of the earl of Cambridge at Lifbon, 
don Ferrande obtained his liberty, with whom the 
king had been much angered j on account of thofe 
before mentioned excurfions. The earl took hi» 
leave, returned to his companions in high fpirits, 
and ordered them to be in readinefs by the day 
which had been fixed on. Soon after money ar^ 
rived for the pay of the troops, the captains firft, 
fo thaft every one was contented ; but the pennoii 
of St. George was ftill difplayed. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XI. 

THE KINGS OF CASTILLE AND PORTUGAL ASSEMBLS 
THEIR FORCES.— ^PE ACE MADE FETWEEN' THEA^, 

AGAINST THE WILL OF THE ENGLISH. 

' • i 

"r\ON John of Caftille was not idle in collecdng 
numbers of men at arms. Two thoufan4 
fpears, knights and fquires, and four thoufisuid 
infantry, had come to him from France : he had» 
befides, in his own country, ten' thoufand horfc^ 
.and as many foot. As he refided at Seville, he 
^as not Ignorant of the fummons which the kii^ 
of Portugal had iffued : he therefore, finding hini,«- 
felf the ftrongeft, thought he fliould ad more 
honourably in this war, if he fent to the kin^ pf 
Portugal, to a(k him to fix on any fpot in his 
dominions, where the two armies could meet, and 
fight it out ; and that, if he would not, he would 
offer a place in Spain for the combat. 

He therefore fent a herald with this meffage, who 
rode on until he came to Lifbon, where he dcH 
livered it to the king, word for word. The kinjf 
replied to the herald, that he would maturely coor- 
fider the option given to him, and would fend to 
the king of Spain his final anfwer. The herald^ 
having executed his commilfion, took leave of the 
king, and returned to Seville. 

He found there the king and his barons, as well 
as thofe who had come from France, Arragon and 

Galida, 
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Galicia, to whom he reported all he had heard or 
feen. 

No long time paffed before the king of Portugal 
was advifed by the councils of the Englifh to offer 
a place in his own country, for the two armies tp 
combat. Sir Thomas Simon and the fouldich de 
la Trane, were ordered on the part of the king to 
feek for a proper fituation : * they chofe a fpot 
j>etween Elvas and Badajos, where there was room 
•fofficient for the battle. As they were going to 
execute this order, the two knights and their 
men ikirmiihed with fome advanced forces of the 
Jung of Caftille: the engagement was fevere, and 
Ceveral were ilain and wounded on both fideSf 
They, however, returned to the king of Portugal, 
•and related where they had chofen a fit fituation, 
atid alfo the name of the place. 

A german knight, called fir John Couftedor, 
^as ordered to carry this intimation, attended by 
« herald, to the king of Spain. The knight fet 
out, and rode to Seville, where he found the king, 
and related what the king of Portugal had inftru6ted 
iiim to fay, that he accepted his offer of combat, 
•end had fixed on a place for the field of battle, be- 
itween Elvas and Badajos; and that within five 
tiays after his return from Seville, he would there 
<find the king of Portugal with his whole army, 
<who defired nothing better than to give him battle. 

The Spaniards were much pleafed with this 

news, as were alfo the French. Sir Triftan de 

Roye, fir John de Vernettes, fir Peter de Villames, 

and others, taking with them the knight from 

Portugal^ 
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Portugal, entertained him magni^ccntly for on# 
whole day in Seville, and (hewed him as much' 
refped as poflible. They efcorted him as far ai 
Jaffres, when they returned j and the knight con-* 
tinued his journey to the king of Portugal and his 
knights, and told them how he had delivered hid 
meflage, and the anfwer he had received, which 
gave them great fatisfa6kion. 

It was not long before the king of Portugal 
came and encamped where his army was, between 
£lvas and Badajos. It was a handfome plaint 
below fome olive trees ; and h$ had brought 
thither the greater part of his fubjects from whomf 
he could expert afTiftance ; they might amount ta 
about fifteen thoufand men. 

On the fourth day afterwards, the carl of Cam- 
bridge arrived v^ith the Engliih, in handfomd 
array : they were about fix hundred men at arm* 
and as ihany archers : they encamped themfelve^ 
together, feparate from the king's army. 

When the king of Spain heard that the king of 
^Portugal was encamped on the field where the 
battle was to be fought, he feemed delighted, and 
faid, — * Come, let us make hafle : our enemies are 
iraiting : it is time for us to fet out. We have 
tStred them battle, which they have accepted, 
imd are ready by the day appointed, fo that an 
Mgagement muft enfue : let us therefore march 
thither.* 

The men at arms were then ordered to advance 
with their men, for the king was fetting out. AH 
the knights, f<^uires and men at arms, in confer 

quence. 



qucnce, broke up their quarter^, both Spzmzrdi 
and French, and followed the banners of don John 
of Caftille, who encamped two fliort leagues from 
Badajos, in the plains of Elvas. 

The king of Spain had in his army upwards 
of thirty thoufand fighting men, including thofe 
mounted on genets : they were in the who^e fixty 
thouland. In this fituation, the two armies re- 
mained oppofite to each other. There was only 
between them the mountain of Badajos, which is 
St large town belonging to the king of Spain, and 
where his men went whenever they were in want 
of provifion. . The city of Elvas was on the oppo- 
fite fide, and belonged to the king of JPortugal. 

On the plain there were daily Qdrmiflies ; fos' 
the young bachelors who were defirous to advance 
themfelves went thither, when fome gallant feata^ 
were continually performed : they then returned 
to their quarters. Things reihained in this ftate 
for upwards of fifteen days ; and it was not any 
fault in the king of Spain that the combat did not 
lake place, for it depended folely on the king of 
Portugal, who, not being in fufficient force to meet 
the Spaniards, was afraid of the event. He well 
knew, that if he were defeated, his kingdom would 
be loft, and that whole feafon he had been expeding 
the duke of Lancafter, with the great aid he was 
to bring him from England of four thoufand mea 
at arms and the fame number of archers. ' 

The earl of Cambridge had affured the. king* of 
Portugal, that he might depend on this, and 
though! nothing could prevent it j for the duke 

of 
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tff lancailer, when he was fetting out for Scotl^dv 
liad fworn to him by his faith, that on his return, 
lie woulcf think of nothing elfe, and would inflantly 
come to Portugal with fuch an army as fhoulci 
enable him to engage with the king of Caftille. 

True it is, that the duke of Lancafler did every 
thing in his power to prevail on the king and his 
council to liften to this bufinefs ; but on account 
of the internal troubles which had happened tln% 
year, and fome events which hstd juft fallen out in 
Flanders, the king and his council would not con- 
sent to thi4 expedition to Portugal, fo that all the 
men at arms were detained in England. 

When tfie king of Portugal heard this, and 
found that he muft not expeQ: any fuccours from 
England, he began to open a treaty : the grand 
xnafter of Calatrava, don Pedro de Modefque, the 
bifhop of Burgos and the bifhop of Lifbon, entered 
into -negotiadons for peace between Portugal and 
Spain. Thefe were carried on fo fuccefsfuUyn 
that peace was made, without any notice being 
faken of the Engliih. The earl of Cambridge was 
very melancholy on learning this news, and would 
willingly have made war on the king of Portugal, 
if he had been ftrong enough in the country ; but 
he was not : he was therefore obliged to endure 
this peace whether he would or not. 

The Englifh complained that the king of Ppr- 

tugal had behaved ill to them, from the beginning 

to the end, and that he had always diffembled with 

^ the Spaniards^ for he had never had any inclination 

to fight with them. The king excufed himfelf, 

by 
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by throwing all the blame on the duke of Lan^ 
carter, and the EngHfh, for not coming according 
to their promifes, and affured them that at that 
moment he could not a£b otherwife. 
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CHAP. XII. 

A JUST BETWEEN A FRENCH KNIGHT AND AN ENGLISH 
SQUIRE. ^THE EARL OF CAMBRIDGE LEADS BACK 

. HIS ARMY TO ENGLAND, WITH HIS SON, WHOSE 
BETROTHED WIFE, THE INFANTA OF PORTUGAL, 13 
AFTERWARDS MARRIED TO THE KINO OF CASTlLLEr 

TN the army of the king of Caftille was a young 
knight, from France, called fir Triftan de Roye, 
who was defirous of difplaying his courage. When 
he faw, that as peace was concluded, there would[ 
not be any engagement, he determined not to quit 
Spain, without doing fomething to be talked of. 
He fent a herald to the englifh army, requefting, 
that fince peace had pat an end to the combat, fome 
one would have the kindnefs to tilt with him three 
courfes with the lance before the city of Badajos. 
When this requeft was brought to the army, they 
confulted together, and faid it ought not to be 
refufed. 

A young englifh fquire then ftepped forth, called 
Miles Windfor, who wifhed honourably to be 
created a knight, and faid to the herald ; ^ Friend, 

retura 
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Vetiihi to thy mafters, and tell fir Triftan de Roye^ 
that to-morrow he Aall be delivered from his vow, 
by Mites Windfor, before the city of Badajos, zx> 
cording to his requeft/ 

The herald returned, and related the anfwer to 
his mafters, and to fir Triftan de Roye, who was 
highly pleafed. On the morrow morning, Milei 
Windfor left the army of the earl of Cambridge, 
and went towards Badajos, which was hard by; s» 
there was only the mountain to* crofs, well accom- 
panied by his friends; fuch as fir Matthew Qoumay, 
fir WiHiam Beauchamp, fir Thomas' Simon, the 
fouldich de la Trane, the lord de Ghateaunetrf, tte 
lord de la Barde, and feveral more : there n^cre 
upwards of one hundred knights on the fpot^ 
where the tournament was to be performed. Sir 
Triftan de Roye was already there^ accompanied 
by French and Bretons. . ^. 

Miles was created a knight by the fouldich de la 
Trane, as being the moft accomplifhed kaighf 
there, and the perfon who had been in the greatell 
number of briUiant actions. When the combatants 
vP^ere completely armed, witi^ lances in their tei\i^- 
eUSkd iftouiited,'they fpurred their horfes, alid,'lov«'er* 
ing tb^ fpears, ,met each other with fuch foree 
that their knees were twice broken againft their 
breaft-plates, but no other hurt enfued. TJiey theft 
took their third lance, and the fbock was fo great 
that the heads of Bourdeaux fteel pierced their 
fliields,and through all their other armour even to 
the fkin, but did not wound them : the fpears wei^ 
fiistlt^-ed, and the broken piece® dew-oter their 
- YoL» VI. F helmets. 



Jiehrietis. This combat was much prcCifed by all 
the knights of each fide who were prefent^ They 
4hen took leave of each other with much refpeft, 
and returned to their different quarters, for no 
other deeds of arnls were performed. 

Peace being now reftored, both Spaniards and 
Portttiguefe returned to their own homes. In flich 
manner was thb great affembly of Spaniards, 
;Englifh and Portoguefe brpken up. 
. At this time, news was brought to the army of 
the king of Spain, that the king of Granada had 
declared war againft the kings of Barbary and 
Treme9en, and that all men at arms who might 
^ifh to go thither would be received into pay. 
The king of Granada had fent paffports, and or- 
dered his meffengcrs to fay, that to thofe who ar- 
rived in Granada, he would advance a quarter's 
pay. 

Several french knights? who wfffied to advance 
themfelves, as fir Triftan de Roye, fir Geoffry de 
Chargny, fir Peter de Clermont, took leav« of don 
John of Caftille, and went to thofe parta in fearch 
of deeds of arms, ^pme Englifh went thither 
aMb, but theji^were few in number ; for the earl 
of Cambridge eonduflied them to England, carrying 
his fon with him. He fhewed how much difla- 
tisficd he was with the king by not leaving this fon 
behind, who had been betrothed to the infanta of 
Poi'tugal. 

The earl fald the air of Portugal did not agree 
with his fon* s health; and, in fpite of every thing 
the king could urge^ he would not permit him 

to 
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X6 ftay, adding, that he was too yoting to remain 
in Portugal, from which the following confe« 
quent:^ eiifued : 

About a year after the conclufion of this peace» 
when the Englifll were returned home with the 
earl of Cambridge, the queen of don John of 
CafHtle died: (he Was daughter to the king of 
Arragon. The king being thus a widower, it was 
confidered by the barons and prelatea of Spain and 
Portugal, that the propereft alliance which could 
be made with the lady Beatrice of Portugal was 
the king of Spain, who could not more nobjy 
conned himfelf than with the infanta. In order 
to confirm the peace between the two kingdoms, 
th^ king of Portugal confented, and broke off 
the match With the fon of the earl of Cambridge, 
by a difpenfation from . the pope, who confirmed 
this t^vf alliance. Thus became the infanta of 
Portugal queen of Spain, Gallicia and Caflille ; and 
fhe brought the king a fon the firft year of her 
-marriage, to his great joy. ' 

The king of Portugal died foon after this event $ 
but the Portuguefe were unwilling to fubmit themt 
jelves to the dominion of the Spaniards, and gave 
the crown to a baftard brother of the king, who 
was grand matter of the order of Avis *, and 
called the baftard of Portugal. He was a valiant 
man, hitd always borne arms, and much beloved 



* Avis, Froiffart calls him mafler Denys. For particulars 

of the order of the fiird, fee the Hifloire des Ordrea de 
-Cbivalerie. 

Fa ,by 
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fcy the J^ortuguefe, as they fliowed j for tfity 
£tH:>wiied bim king, and cl\9fe him thdr lord for 
his valour. This tranfaftion was the cauie of 
great ix^ars between the kingdoms of Spain and 
Portugal, as you fhali hear related in the courfe of 
thishiftory. 

When the carl of Cambridg-e, the canon dt 
Roberfac, and the englifh knights were . i^tumeil 
from Portugal, and had waited on the king and 
duke of I.ancafter, they were very gracioufly tn* 
tertained, as was right, and then they were aiked 
for news : they told them a fufEcieney, and the 
hiftory of thoir whole campaign. 

The duke of Lancafter, whom this bufinefs 
touched more eifentially than any other, on account 
of the claim he made to Caflille, in right of hia 
wi&, the lady Conftaiice, eldefl: daughter to doa 
Pedro, inquired of his brother . every particular^ 
ind how they had conducted themfelves ia Por« 
tugal. 

The earl told him that the armies remamad iq^ 
wards of fifteen days oppofite to each oiher : * and 
becaufe, my fair brother, there came no intelligence 
of yon, the king of Portugal haftily made peaee^ 
ftnd, in fpite of every thing we could fay, he 
would not confent to a battle; our men were 
much concerned thereat, for they would willingly 
have haz:arded k. Seeing, therefore, that aflFair9 
were not on a verj fure foundation, I have brought 
hoine my fon, although he has been betrothed to 
the infanta.' * I believe you were in the right,^^' 
replied the duke s * but perhaps they m^y la^lfL 
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this marriage, if they Ihall find a more agreeable 
alliance/ ^By my faith/ laid the earl^ * happen 
what may, I hare done nothing that I repent of/ 

Thus ended this conrerfation between the duk^ 
of Lancafler and earl of Cambridge, when they 
entered on other matters. We will now leave 
them, and the wars of Spain and Porcugsd, to re-^ 
turn to thofe of Ghent, the earl and coumfy of 
Flanders^ which were very deftrudive. 






CHAP. XIIL 

GHENT IS IN GREAT DISTRESS FOR PROVISIONS! 
THEY ARE SUCCOURED BY THE INHABITANTS OF 
LIEGE, 

X^VER fince the burning of Grammont, and thei 
breaking up the fiege of Ghent, through th€' 
grief of the earl of Flanders for the death of his 
coufin, the young lord d'Anghien, as you have 
before heard, the war was carried on folely by th^ 
garrifons in the different towns. The whole coun« 
try was for the earl, except the Quatre Metiers, 
whence proviflons were kht into Ghent, as well as 
from the county of Aloft. But the earl of Flanders 
on hearing that cheefe, butter and other things 
were fent to Ghent from Aloft and the adjacent 
villages, foon put a ftop to it, by ordering the 
garrifpn of Dendr^mond to burn and'deftroy the 

whole 
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whole of that flat country ; which ordfers bdftg 
pbeyed, the poor people who lived on the produce 
of their cattle, were forced to fly into Brabant and 
Hainault, and the greater part to beg their bread. 

There ftill, however, remained a country de-^ 
pendant on the Quatre Metier?, whence Ghent 
drew all its provifion, which their enemies pould 
pot prevent. 

This wholg winter pf 1382, the earl and coun-: 
try of yianders had fo much conftrained Ghent 
that nothing could enter the place by land or 
water; he had perfuaded the duke of Brabant and 
duke Albert to (hut up their countries fo effe^ually, 
that no provifions could be exported t^ience, but 
fecretly, and with a great rifle to thofe who at- 
tempted it. It was thought by the mofl: intelligent, 
that it could not be long before they perifhed 
through famine, for all the ftore-houfes of corn 
were empty, and the people could not obtain bread 
for money : when the bakers had baked any, ^t was 
neceflary to guard their ftiops, for the populace 
V^ho were ftarying would have broken them open. 
It was melancholy to hear thefe poor people, (for 
inen, wonfien ^x\d cl>ildren, of gQod fub(^ance, ^,tiQ 
in thismifejjible plight,) make their daily complaints 
?md qries to ?hilip yoi^ Artayeld, their commander 
in chief. He took great compaflioi^ on them, and 
fna3e feveral very good regulations, for which he 
yfdiS much praifed. He ordered the granaries pf 
the monafteries and rich men to be opened, and 
divide4 the corn among the poor, at a fjxed price* 
By Inch means he gave comfort to the town o^ 

Ghent, 
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Ghent, and governed k welL Sometimes there 
came to them in caiks flouir.and baked bread from 
Holland and Zealand, which were of great affift* 
ance i for, had they not been thus fuccoured by 
thofe countries, they would have been much fooner 
defeated* 

The duke of Brabant had forbidden any of his 
iubjeds to carry proviiions to the inhabitants of 
Ghent, under pain of death ; but, if they would 
run the rilk of coming to feek them, they might 
fell or give. When Lent canve, they were in the 
greateft diftrefs; for they had not any provifion 
fuitable to that time; infomuch tkat a body of 
foldiers and other perfons, to the amount of twelve 
thoufand, driven defperate by famine, left the town 
and went to Bruflels. On their arrival, the gates 
were clofed, for they were doubtful of their inten^ 
tions, not knowifig what to think of them. When 
they were near to Brulfels, they fent a party un- 
armed to the gates, in fearch of provifion, begging, 
for the love of God, they would have pity on them^ 
and let them have victuals for their money, as 
they were dying of hunger, ai^d would not do any 
harm to the country. The good people of Bruflels 
had compaiGon on them, and carried them food 
fufficient to latisfy their hunger. They remained 
there to recruit themfelves about* three weeks, but 
did not enter any of the principal towns : they 
advanced as far as Louvain, the people of which 
place alfo took pity on them, and gave fhem mdny 
things. The leader and condudor of thefe men 
of Gb^nt W4S Francis Atreijien, who advlfe4 ^^^^ 
f how 
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how to afl:, and alfo made for them their 9tgree^ 
pients with the different towns. During the time 
they were riefrelhing themfelves in the country 
round Louvain, he went to Liege, accompanied by 
twelve others, where he reraonjBxated fo effectually 
with the magiftrates that they confented, with tbs 
approbation of their bifliop,the lord Arnold d'Ercle, 
to fend to the earl of Flanders, and ufe their utmoft 
endeavours to make a peace between them: ^ddingi 
that if liege had been as near to them as Brabant 
^d .HainauU, they would have more effentially 
affifted them in their rights, and in defending their 
privileges. Ho\^ever, they faid, * We will now do 
f very thing we can for you, and, as you are mer* 
chants, and merchandife ought to pafs freely every 
where, we have determined that you may contra£^ 
at this moment for five or fix hundred cart loadsi 
of corn and flour, which we will allow you to 
have, provided the good people from whom thi^ 
provifion comes can be fatisfied. 

' Our conamerce will be fuffered to pafs through 
Brabant, for that country is in friendfhip with us j 
and, notwithftanding Bruffels is (hut againft you, 
we kiu)w it is more through fear than inclination* 
The Bruffelers have great compaflion on your fuft 
ferings; but the duke and duchefs of Brabant, at 
the folicitations of the earl of Flanders, are more 
his friends than yours, as it is natural that greaf 
Iqrds fliould fupport each other.^ 

The mA of Ghent were much pleafed with the 
affectionate offers the Liegeois n^ade them : they 
warmly thanked them, and faid, tha( with fuct^ 
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riUes and friends, the town of Ghent might do 
much. 

Jbrancis and the dtizens of Ghent wha bad ac-^^ 
companied him into Liege, having finiihed their 
buimefs, took leave of the magiftrates, vho ordere4 
certain perfons to attend them through the country 
to colle£]; carts and horfes. In two days they had 
fix hundred loaded with corn and flour, for fuch 
ftores were then more neceffary to them than anjr 
others. They fet out on their return, paffing be* 
tween Lou vain and Bruflels. When Francis Atrci- 
men was returned to his men whom he had left in 
the neighbourhood of Lou vain, ht related to them 
the love and courtefy which thofe of Liege had 
ihewn, and the offer they had made of their friend- 
fhip. He added, that they would go to Bruffel$ 
to fpeak with the duchefs of Brabant, and beg an4 
(^treat of her, on the part of the good town of 
Ghent, to condefcend to mediate between them 
^d the earl their lord, fo that they might obtahx 
peace. They replied, * God's will be done/ and 
fnarched to Bruflels. 

The duke of Brabant, at this time, was at Luxem^ 
bourg on his own affairs ; and Francifi, by permif<* 
fion of the duchels, who was deflrous to fee him^ 
entered the town, attended only by two other per^ 
fons. They waited on her at her h6tel at Colle^ 
berge, where the duchefs had affembled part of her 
council ; and, throwing themfelve3 on thdr kne^^ 
Francis, who fpoke for all, faid,-^^ Much honoured 
and dear lady, may it pleafe you, out of your great 
^un^lity, to have compaflioa chi the inhabitaats of 
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Ghent, whb arc tiot able, by any means hhhcrfo 
employed, to obtain the pardon of their lord ; but 
if you, very dear lady, would mediate between 
^ur lord and us, fo that he would hear but reafon 
and have mercy on his vaifals, you would do a 
mofl charitable ad, and our good friends and 
neighbours of Liege would unite to afCIi you at 
any time and in any manner you {hall pleafe/ 
' The duchefs replied with much gentlenefs, * that 
flie had lopg been forry for the difli^nfions which 
had arifen between her brother* the earl and them, 
and would willingly have put an end to them fome 
lime pafl, had flie been able or had fhe known 
how to do it : but you fo often oppofe him, and 
are fo obftinate in your opinions, that it keeps up 
his anger and hatred againft you. Notwithflanding 
^11 this, for love of God and through compafGon, 
I will cheerfully undertake this bufmefs, and fend 
to requeft he will have the goodnefs to come to 
•Tournay, where I will order my privy counciU 
You will alfo exert yourfelves to gain the council 
of Hainault, to accompany that of Liege, which 
you fay is ready to ferve you.' * Yes, madam, for 
they have fo promifed us.* ^Wdl,* faid the 
duchefs, ^ I will do fomething that you fliall hear 
of.' They replied, ^ God preferve, madaii^; your 
foul and body.' 

At thefe words they took leave of the duchefs 
and her council, departed from Bruffels, and re- 
turned to their men and carriages, which w^re 

^ //er-^ni^y^... lie bad niarnedoneJDf bexii^ler^ .. . 
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^dng for them, an4 then coxttinued th^ rofid 
fo Ghent. 

When the news Itrrived that their people were 
returning, and bringing with them fix hundred 
cart-lo^ds of proviflon, of which they were in 
fuch great want, they were highly delighted: ^thefe 
provifions, however, from liege were, not fufficient 
to maintain the town fifteen days ; but tp thofe 
who are comfortlels a little thing gives hope. 

They made a numerous proceffion to meet this 
convoy, and) by way of humbling themfelves, they 
fell or^ their knees when they met it, and with up* 
lifted bands, faid to the merchants and drivers,— « 
* Ah, good people, you do an ad of great charity: 
you bring comfort to the lower claiTes in Ghent, 
who would not have had wherewithal to eat, if 
you had not come. Let us firft give our thanks 
^d praifes to God, and then to you/ 

In this manner were the provifions attended to 
the market-place, and there unloaded : they were 
then delivered out in fmall proportions to thofe 
who were in the greateft want ; and five thoufand 
men were ordered to arm themfelves, and to efcort 

back thefe carts as far as Brabant, and out of all 

i ■ ■ ■ 

dangler. 

The earl of Flanders, who refided at Bruges, 
|iad information of all this, and how Ghent was fo 
jnuch ftraitened that it could not hold out for any 
length of time. You may imagine he was not 
very much vexed at their poverty, any more than 
thofe of his council, who would, with pleafure, 
}iave feen the town of Qhent deftroyed. Gilbert 

Matthew 
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Matthew and hi# brothers,- the deacon offmall 
trades of Ghent, and the provoft of Harlebecque^ 
w^re in high fpirits at what they heard* 

All thefe events happened in Lent, during the 
months of March and April 1^82*. The earl of 
Flanders determined to lay fiege to Ghent once 
more, but with a much fuperior army to what he 
had hitherto brought againft it ; for he declared he 
would invade the Quatre Metiers, and burn tmd 
deftroy them j as they bad been too aftive m affift^ 
ing Ghent. Tha earl therefore fignificd his inten* 
tions to all the principal towns in Flanders, that 
they might be ready in time. Immediately after 
the proceffion at Bruges, he was to march from 
thence, to lay fiege to Ghent and deftroy it. He 
wrote alfo to thofe knights and fquires who were 
dependant on him in Hainault, to meet him at 
Bruges at the appointe4 da^, or even eight day^ 
before. 



* 1382. That is beginning the ye?^r s^t January^ otherwifi^ 
J38l. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

4'I!E EARL OF FLANDERS SENDS A HARSH ANSWER tO 
THOSE WrtO WISHED TO ]MEDL\TE A PEACE BE- 
TWEEN ttiM AND GHENT. THE POPULACE, UNDER 

THE NAME OF MAILLOTINS, KISE AGAIN AT PARIS, 

J^OTWITHSTANDING all thefe fummons, 
levies and orders^ which the earl of Flandera 
was ifTuing, the duchefs of Brabant^ duke Albert 
and th^. bifiiop of; Liege^ exerted themfelves fo 
much, l|iat -a meeting of their councils^ to confider 
of the m^ans oi eflabliflung a peace, ws^ ordered 
to be be}4 in the city of Tournay. 

The earl of Flanders, at the requeft . of thele 
lortb, and the duchefs of Brabant, although he 
intended to a£i; contrary, gave his terms of accomi^ 
|tK)daik>n| and thefe coxiferences were fixed for 
^e end of Eafter, at Tournay, in the year 1382* 
' Twelve deputies came from the bifhoprick of 
Liege and the chief towns, with fir Lambert 4e 
JPerney, a very difcreet knight. The duchefs of 
Brabant fent her council thither, and fome of the 
principal inhsdbitants from the great towns* Duke 
Albert met likewife his council from Hainault, 
Idsi bailiiF, fir Simon de Lalain, with others* All 
thefe came to Toiurnay in Eafter-week } and Ghen( 
fent alio twelve deputies, of whom Philip voa 
Artakveld wa^ the head. The inhabitants of Ghent 
had; refolved to accede to whatever terms their 
deputie$ ihwld ag^ee on, with^ the exception that 
; . no 



too one was to be put to death ; biit ttiaf if It pleafed 
the earl, their lord, he might banifh from Ghent^ 
and the coui^try of Flanders, all thofe who were 
difagreeable to him, and whom he might wife to 
punifli, without any poffibility of their return. This 
refolution they had determined to abide by; and 
Philip von Artaveld was willing, if he diould have 
angered the earl ever fo little, during the time he 
was governor of Ghent, to be one of the bmiihed 
men, for life, out of the regard he had for the 
lower ranks of people. 

Certain it is, that when he fet out from Ghent 
for Tournay, men, women and children caft them* 
felves before him on their kne^s, aUd, with uplifted 
hands, befought him, that at whatever coil it might 
be, he would bring them back peace ; and, irom 
the pity he felt for them, he had agreed to aft a$ 
I have juft related. 

When the deputies from Liege, Brabant and 
Hainault, who had been fent to Tournay as medi<^ 
ators, had refided there three days expefting the 
carl, who neither came nor fent ; they were much 
furprifed, and, confulting together, refolved fo fend 
to him at Bruges. In confequence, they difpatclied 
thither fir Lambert de Perney, the lord de Com- 
pellant from Brabant, fir William deHermen from 
Hainault and fix citizens from the three coun* 
tries. The earl of Flanders entertained them hand*^ 
fomely, as was right, but told them, * that at that 
moment, it was not agreeable to him to come to 
Tournay ; yet, in confideration for the caufe which. 
had brought them thither, and the trpuble they 

had 
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had takeh to c6m€ to Bruges,* as x^^ell as Out of 
refped to their lords, the duchefs of Brabant his 
fifter, duke Albert his coufin and the bi(hop of 
Liege, he would inftantly fend his council to 
Tournay with his final declaration, and what were 
his. future intentions.' They therefore returned to 
Tournay, and related what the earl had faid. 

Six 'days afterwards, arrived at Tournay, by 
orders of the earl, the lord de Rafeflez, the lord de 
Gontris, fir John Villame and the provoft of Harle* 
becque, who made excufes from the earl why he 
came not in perfon. They then delivered th^ 
earl's determination, that the inhabitants of Ghent 
were not to expeft peace from him, unlefs all per* 
fons, from the age of fifteen to fixty, fubmitted to 
come out of that city, bare headed in their ihirts, 
with halters about their necks, on the road between 
Ghent and Bruges, where the earl would wait for 
them, and grant them pardon, or put them to 
death according to his pleafure. 

When this anfwer was carried by the deputies 
of the three countries to thofe of Ghtot, they 
were more confounded than ever. The bailiff of 
Hainault, then, addreffing them, faid, — ^ My good 
gentlemen, you are in great peril, as you may each 
of you judge, and we can affure you of it : now, if 
you accept thefe terms, he will not put all to death 
that (hall prefent themfelves before him, but only 
fome who have angered him more than the reft y 
and means may be found to mollify him, and excite 
his compaffion ; fo that thofe who may think them^ 
felves certain of death will be pardoned: accept, 
, therefore. 
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tfccrrfbr^, dicfc tfffefs, Of at Icfift cohfidcr well 
befpre you refufe them ; for I believe you will 
never have fuch made to you again.* 

Philip voA Artaveld replied, — *We afe not 
commiflioned to treat on fuch terms by our tdwnf- 
tnen, nor will they ever accept them } but if the 
citizens in Ghent, upon our return, after having 
informed them of the anfwer from the earl, fliall 
be willing to fubmit themfelyes, it fhall not be our 
fault that peace is not made. We give you ouf 
bed and warmed thanks for the great trouble and 
pains you have taken in this bufmefs.' 

They the»^ took leave of thofe well-inten-» 
tioned perfons, and the other deputies from th^ 
Jjrincipal towns of the three countries, and fhewed 
pliiinly that they would not accept of the offered 
terms for peace. Philip von Artaveld and his 
companions went to their hotels, difcharged theif 
bills, and returned through Brabant to Ghent. 

Thus was this conference broken up, which had 
been affembled with the beft iiitentions, in the town 
of Tournay, and each man returned to his home. 
iThe earl of Flanders never made any inquiry what 
Was the anfwer of the ghent deputies, fo very 
cheap did he hold them. He wiflied not for any 
treaty of peace ; fot he well knew he had puflied 
them fo hard they could not hold outagainft hrm 
much longer, and that the end muft be honourable 
to him : he was alfo defirous to reduce Ghent to 
fuch a fituation that all other towns might take 
warning from it.' 

c About this period the Parifians again rdfe, be-» 
♦■ caufe 
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caufe the king did not relide among them* They 
were afraid left he fhould order his men at arms 
to force the gates of the city *in the night-time, 
overrun it, and put to death whomfoever he 
pleafed. To avoid this danger which they dreaded, 
they kept great guards in all the ftreets and fquares 
every night, and barricaded the ftreets with chains, 
to prevent any cavalry from paffing ; nor would they 
fuffer any one on foot to pafs ; and thofe found 
in the ftreets after nine o'clock, who were not 
acknowledged by them or their partifans, were 
put to death. 

There were in the city of Paris upwards of thirty 
thoufand rich and powerful men armed, from 
head to foot, and fo handfomely arrayed that few 
knights could afford to rival them. They had, in 
like manner, armed their fervants, who had malletg 
of iron and lead for the bruifing of helmets. They 
faid in Paris, when they were muftering their men, 
that they were fufficient in number and ftrength to 
fight their own battles, without the aid of the 
greateft lord on the earth. Thefe people were 
called the army of mallets. 
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CHAP. XV. 

THE CITIZENS OP GHENT, ATtT& HAVIN6 IIEAKB 
FROM PHILIP VON ARTAVELD THE TERMS OP PfiACB 
WHICH HE HAD BRQtJGHT FROM THE CONFERENCES 
AT TOURNAY, MARCH OUT, TO THE NUMBER OP 
PIVE THOUSAND, TO ATTACK THE EARL OP FLAN- 
DERS IN BRUGES. 

IMT'HEN Philip von Artaveld and his companions 
returned to Ghent, great crowds of the com» 
mon pebple, who only wiftied for peace, were much 
rejoiced on his arrival, and hoped to hear from 
him good news. They went out to meet him, 
fayiqg, ^Ah, dear Philip von Artaveld, make us 
happy : tell us what you have done, and how you 
have fucceeded.' 

Philip made no anfwer to thefe queftions, but 
rode on, holding down his head : the more filent 
he was, the more they followed him, and were the 
more f:lamorous. Once or twice, as he was ad- 
vancing to his houfe, he faid,^-^' Get you to "your 
homes, and may God preferve you from harm^ 
to-morrow morning be in the market-place by 
nine o'clock, and there you ihall hear every thing.* 
As they could not obtain any other anfwer, the 
people were exceedingly alarmed. 

When Philip von Artaveld had difmounted. at 
his doof^ and his companions were returned to 
their homes, Peter du Bois, anxious to learn 
what had been done, came in the evening to 
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Philip, and, having fhut himfelf in a chamber with 
him, afked what fOccefs he had met with. Phih'p^ 
who wifhed to hide nothing from him, replied, — • 
* By my faith, Peter, from the anfwer which my 
lord of Flanders has given by thofe of his council 
whom he fent to Tournay, he will not pardon 
a foul in Ghent ; no not one.* ' By my troth,' faid 
Peter du Bois, * he is in the right, and has been 
wifely advifed to fend fuch an anfwer ; for we are 
all equally implicated one as much as another. I 
have fucceeded in my expeftation ; for the town 
of Ghent is in fuch confufion that it cannot well 
be appeafed. We muft become defperate, and it 
Ihall be feen if there be not prudent and valiant 
men in Ghent. In a few days, the town of 
Ghent (hall be the moft refpefted town in Chrift- 
cndom, or the mod humbled. However, if we do 
perifli in this quarrel, we fhall not die alone. 
You muft now, Philip, confider how you will re- 
late the conferences of Tournay to-morrow, fo 
that every one may be fatisfied with your condufl;. 
You are at this moment in high favour with the 
people, for two reafons ; one, on account of the 
name you bear, for Jacob von Artaveld, your 
father, was formerly much beloved in this town j 
the other, from the gentle and friendly manner 
with which you addrefs them, which they publicly 
praife: they will therefore firmly believe every 
thing you fhall tell them ; and, towards the end, 
you fhould add, ' If I were to advife, I would do fo 
and fo :* but ii is neceffary you confider this well, 

G 2 fo 
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fo that you ftand on fure grounds and gain honour 
by it/ 

* Peter/ faid Philip von Artaveld, *you fpeak 
truth ; and I think 1 fhali be able to explain and 
harangue in fuch a manner on the affairs of Ghent 
that, between ourfclves, we who are the governors 
and leaders in Ghent fliall live and die with honour.* 
Nothing more was faid or done at that time, for 
they feparated : Peter du Bois returned to his 
houfe, anu Philip remained where he was. 

You may eaiily imagine, when the day fo eagerly 
expeded was come, in which Philip was to report 
what had palied in the conferences at Tournay, 
that all the inhabitants pf Ghent were early in the 
market-place. It was on a Wednefday morning, 
and the time of meeting nine o'clock, 

Philip von Artaveld, Peter du Bois, Peter le 
Nuitre, Francis Atremen, and the other chiefs 
came there ; and, having entered the town-hall, 
they afcended the ftaircafe, when Philip, fhewing 
himfelf from the windows, thus fpoke : ' My good 
friends, it is true, that through the entreaties of 
the very noble lady the duchefs of Brabant, the 
jnoft puiffant and noble prince duke Albert, regent 
pfHainault, Holland and Zealand, and of my lord 
the bifhop of Liege, a conference was appointed to 
be holden at Tournay thelp laft days, which the 
^arl of Flanders was perfonally to attend, and 
which he had promifed to the noble perfons juft 
inentioned, who have indeed moft handfdmely 
acquitt^ themfelves. They fent thither th^ 
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snoft able counfellors, and the principal inhabitants 
^om the greateft towns, who waited feveral days 
"in expeftation of the earl of Flanders; but he 
came not, nor indeed fent any excufes. When 
they perceived this, they refolved to choofe three 
knights from the three countries, and fix citizens^ 
and fend them to him. Out of afFedion to us 
they undertook the bufinefs, and went to Bruges, 
where they found my lord of Flanders, who enter- 
tained them well, as they faid, and willingly liftened 
to them : he then declared, that out of refpefi: to 
their lord, and to his fifter-in-law, madame de ' 
Brabant, he would fend his council to Tournay in 
the courfe of five or fix days, fo well inftruded, 
that they would clearly explain his determined 
intention, which when they fliould hear, they 
would know how to a£l : not obtaining any other 
anfwer, they returned on the day appointed. In 
confequence of this, the lord de Rafeflez, the lord 
de Gontris, fir John Villames, and the provoft of 
Harlebecque, came to Tournay, where they very 
gradoufly informed us of the will of the earl, and 
the only means of putting an end to this war. 
They declared his final terms for peace between 
him and the inhabitants of Ghent were, that every 
male inhabitant, excepting priefts and monks, from 
the age of fixteen to that of fixty, fliould march 
out of the town in their ftiirts, with bare heads 
and feet, and halters about their necks, and fliould 
thus go two leagues or more to the plains of 
Burlefquans, where they would meet the earl of 
Flanders, attended by fuch whom he may choofe 
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to bring with him; and that, when he fliould fee 
us in this fituation, with joined hands, crying out 
for mercy, he would, if he pleafed, take com- 
paffion on us. But I could not learn from his 
council, that there was the lead plea of juftice to 
put to death fuch numbers of people as would be 
there that day. Now, confider if you will have 
peace on thefe teriDS ?* 

When Philip had done fpeaking, it was a melan- 
choly fight to behold men, women and children^ 
bewailing, with teara, their liufljands, fathers^ 
brothers and neighbours. After this tumult and 
noife had laflcd fome time, Philip again addreffed 
them, and cried out, ' Silence, filence !* when, 
on his beginning to fpeak, they ccafed lamenting, — 
' Worthy inhabitants of Ghent, you who are here 
aifembled, are the majority of its citizens, and you 
have heard all, I had to report to you : I fee no 
means of remedy but a determined condu6t. You 
know how very much we are ftraitened for all 
ferts of provifion, and that there are thirty thou- 
fand perfons in this town, who, in fifteen days, 
V^ill not have bread to eat. In my opinion, we 
have but the choice of three things ; the firft, 
that wc clofe all our gates, and then, after having 
confeffed ourfelves moft fully, retire into the 
churches and monaftcries, and there die confefled 
and repentant, like martyrs, to whom no mercy 
has been fliewn. In this ftate God will have pity 
on us, and on our fouls J and wherever this fhall 
be told, or heard, they will fay, that we died nobly, 
like loyal men at arms. 

' Or, 
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' Or, let us refolve to march out, men, womea 
and children, with halters about our necks, bare« 
headed, and with naked feet, and implore the 
mercy of my lord the earl : he is not fo hard-^ 
hearted, nor fo obflinate, but when he fhall fee U8 
in fuch an humiliating condition, he will be foftened^ 
and take pity on his fubje£ts ; and I will be the 
firft to offer him my head, in order to affuage his 
hatred, and facrifice myfelf for the city of Ghent. 

* Or, let us choofe from five to fix thoufand of 
the moft determined men in the town, and inftahtly 
march to attack the earl in Bruges ; we will 
give him combat ; and if we fhould be ilain in the 
attempt, at leaft we fhall die with honour, and 
God will have mercy upon us ; and the world will 
fay, that we have gallantly and valoroufly main- 
tained our quarrel. If, however, in this battle we 
be viftorious, and our Lord God, who in ancient 
times delegated his power into the hands of Judas 
Maccabeus, the chief of his jewifli people, fo that 
the Syrians were defeated and flain, would be 
indulgent enough to grant us this kindnefs, we 
fhould be every where the moft honoured people 
fince the time of the Romans. Now, confider 
which of thefe three propofitions you will make 
choice of, for one of them muft be adopted/ 

1 hofe who were near to him, and had moft 
diflinctly heard what he had faid, replied,—* Ah, 
dear lord, we put our whole confidence in you : 
what would you advife us ? for we will do what- 
ever you think will be moft for our advantage.' 

*By my faith, then,' faid Philip, *I would 

^ adviie 
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advife that we all march in arms againft my lord. 
We fliall find him at Bruges ; and, when he hears 
of our coming, he will fally forth and fight with 
us : for the pride of thofe in Bruges and about his 
perfon, who excite him day and night againft us, 
will urge him to the combat. If God fhall, through 
his mercy, grant that we gain the field, and defeat 
our enemies, our affairs will be inftantly retrieved, 
and we fhall be the moft refpefted people in the 
univerfe. If we be defeated, we fhall die honour- 
ably, and God will have pity on us ; and the re- 
mainder of the inhabitants of Ghent will finifli this 
bufinefs, and be pardoned by the earl our lord.* 

At thefe words, they all fhouted out, 'We will 
follow this plan, and no other!* Philip then 
faid, — 'My good gentlemen, fince you are thus 
refolved, return home and get ready your arms ; 
for, in the courfe of to-morrow, I am determined 
to march for Bruges : the remaining longer here 
will not be to our advantage. Within five days 
we fhall know if we be to die, or to live with 
honour. I will order the conflables of the different 
parifhes to go from houfe to houfe, and choofe the 
beft armed and thofe mofl fit for the fervice.* 

Immediately after the meeting broke up, and 
every one returned home to make ready, each 
according to his abilities, they kept the gates of 
the town fo clofely fhut that no perfon whatever 
was fuffered to come in or go out before Thurfday 
afternoon, when thofe who were to march on this 
expedition were prepared : in all, about five thou- 
fahd men, and not more. 

They 
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They loaded about two hundred carts with can- 
non and artillery, and only feven with provifions ; 
that is, five with bread and two with wine, for 
there were but two tuns of wine in the town. You 
may judge from this to what ftraits they had been 
reduced. 

It was a miferable fpeftacle to fee thofe who 
went, and thofe who remained. Thefe laft faid to 
them, — * Good friends, you fee what you leave 
behind ; but never think of returning unlefs you 
can do fo with honour, for you will not find any 
thing here. The moment we hear of your defeat, 
or death, we will fet fire to the town, and perifli 
in the flames, like men in defpair.' 

Thofe who were marching out replied, by way 
of comforting them, — ' What you fay is very juft. 
Pray God for us ; for we j^lace our hopes in him, 
and truft he will aflift you, as well as us, before 
our return.* 

Thus did thefe five thoufand men of Ghent 
march off with their flender (lores, and encamped 
about a league from Ghent, but touched not their 
provifion, taking up with what they could find in 
the country. On Friday, they marched the whole 
day, and then meddled not with their ftores ; but 
their fcouts picked up fome few things in the 
country, with which they made ftiift, and fixed 
their quarters that evening a long league from 
Bruges. 

They halted there, confidering it a proper place 
to wait for their enemies, for there were in front 
two extenfive marfhes, which were a good defence 

on 
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on one fide ; and they fortified themfelves on the 
others with the carriages, and thus pafled the 
night. 



CHAP. XVI. 

V 

THB ORDER OP BATTLE OF THE GHENT MEN.— THEY 
DEFEAT THE EAKL OF FLANDERS AND THE MEN 

OF BRUGES. THE MEANS BY WHICH THIS WAS 

BROUGHT ABOUT. 

TTHE Saturday * was a fine bright day, and, being 
the feafl: of the Holy Crpfs, the inhabitants of 
Bruges, according to cuftom, made their ufual 
proceflions. News was foon brought to Bruges, 
that the ghent army was near at hand ; fo that 
every one began to murmur until the earl heard it, 
as well as thofe about his perfoR. 

He was much furprifed, and faid, ' See how the 
wickednefs of thefe mad and foolifii people of 
Ghent leads them to their deftrudion : indeed it 
is time this war Ihould be put an end to.' His 
knights, and others, inftantly waited on him, whom 
he very gracioufly received, and faid, ' We will go 
and fight thefe wicked people : however, they 
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Ihew courage in preferring death by the fword, 
Htfher than famine.' 

They determined to fend out three men at arm^^ 
to examine the force and fituation of the enemy* 
The marflial of Flanders ordered three valiant 
fquires on this fervice, whofe names were Lambert 
de Lambres, Damas de BuSy, and John de Beart : 
they fet out, mounted on the fineft horfes in the 
town, and advanced toward the ghent army* 
While this was going forward, every perfon ia 
Bruges made himfelf ready, and fhewed the moil 
eager defire to fally forth and combat the men of 
Ghent ; of whom I will now fay a word, and of 
the manner in which they had drawn themfelves up. 

On the Saturday morning, Philip von Artaveld 
ordered his whole army to pay their devotions to 
<God, and mafles to be faid in different places; (for 
there were with them feveral monks,) that every 
man fhould confefs himfelf, and make other be- 
coming preparations^ and that they fhould pray 
to God with that truth, as people looking to him 
alone for mercy. 

Ail this was done, and mafs celebrated in feren 
diflferent places. After each mafs was a fermon, 
which laded an hour and an half: the monks and 
j>riefts endeavoured, by their difcourfes, to jfhew 
ithe great fimilitude between them and the people 
of Ifrael, whom Pharaoh, king of Egypt, detained 
jb long in flavery, and who, through tJod's grace^ 
were delivered, and conduced by Mofes and Aaron 
into the land pi promife, whilft Pharaoh and th$ 
Egyptians were drowned. ^ la }ike manner, my 

goo4 



m 

good people,* preached the monks, *have you 
been kept in bondage by your lord, the earl of 
Flanders, and by your neighbours of Bruges, 
whom you are now to meet, and by whom you 
will, without doubt, be combated, for your enemies 
are in great numbers, and have little fear of your 
force ; but do not you mind this ; for God who 
can do all things, and is acquainted with your 
fituation, will have mercy on you: therefore, 
think of nothing but what you - have left be- 
hind J for you well know, that every thing is 
loft, if you be defeated. Sell yourfelves well 
and valiantly ; and, if you muft die, die with 
honour. Do not be alarmed, if great numbers 
iffue forth from Bruges againft you, for viftory is 
not to the multitude, but whither God ihall pleafe 
to fend it ; and, by his grace, it has been often 
fcen, as well by the Maccabees as the Romans, 
that thofe who fought manfully, and confided in 
God, difcomfited the greater number, jfeefides, 
you have juftice and reafon on your fide, in this 
quarrel, which ought to make you feel yourfelves 
bold and better comforted.' 

In fuch words as thefe, the priefts had been 
ordered to preach to the army, and with thefe dif- 
courfes they were well ple?ifed. Three parts of 
them communicated, and all fhewed great devo- 
tion and much fear in God. 

After the fermons, the whole army affembled 
round a fmall hill, on which Philip von Artaveld 
placed himfelf, in order to be the better heard, 
and harangued them very ably, explaining to them 
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every point in which they were juftified in this 
war^ and how Ghent had frequently fought 
pardon from the earl, and never could obtain it, 
without fubmitting to conditions too hard for the 
town and its inhabitants ; that now they had ad- 
vanced fo far they could not retreat ; and that, if 
they would confider, they would fee nothing could 
be gained were they to return, for all they had 
left behind were in forrow and mifery. They 
ought not, therefore, to think of Ghent, their 
wives and children who were in it, but to aft in 
fuch manner as wiis becoming their honour, 

Philip von Artaveld addrelTed many more fine 
fpeeches to them ; for he was very eloquent, and 
had words at command, which was fortunate for 
him, and towards the end he added ; ' My good 
friends, you fee here all your provifion : divide it 
among you fairly, like brethren, without any dis- 
turbance ; for when it is gone, you muft conquer 
more, if you wifh to live.' 

At thefe words they drew up very regularly, 
and unloaded the carts, when the bags of bread 
were given out, to be divided by conftablewicks, 
and the two tuns of wine placed on their bottoms; 
and there they moderately breakfafted, each man 
having a fufficiency at that time ; after which 
breakfaft they found themfelves more determined, 
and adive on their feet, than if they had eaten 
more. 

This repaft being over, they put themfelves in 
order, and retired within their ribaudeaus. Thefe 
ribaudeaus are tall ftakes, with points ihod with 
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with them. They fixed them in front of their army» 
and inclofed themfelves within. 

The three knights who had been fent by the 
carl to reconnoitre, found them in this fituation : 
they approached the entrances of thefe ribaudeaus ; 
but the ghent men never moved, and rather feemed 
rejoiced to fee them. 

They returned to Bruges, where they found the 
€arl in his palace, furrounded by many knights, 
waiting for them, to hear what intelligence they 
had brought back. They puflied through the 
crowd, and came near the earl, when they fpoke 
aloud, for the earl wifhed all prefent to hear, and 
faid, * they 'had advanced fo clofe to the ghent 
army, that they might have fhot at them, if they 
had fo chofen, but they left them in peace ; and 
that they had feen their banners, and the army in- 
clofed within their ribaudeaus.' 

^ And what are their numbers, think ye ?' faid 
the carl. They anfwered, * that as near as they 
could guefs, they might be from five to fix thou- 
fand.' 'Well,' faid the earl, 'now let every one 
inftantly get ready; for I will give ^ them battle, 
and this day fiiall not pafs without a combat.' At 
thefe words the trumpets founded in Bruges, when 
' every one armed himfelf, and made for the market- 
place. /. s they came, they drew up under their 
proper banners, as they had ufually done, in bands 
and conftablewicks. 

Many barons, knights and men at arms, drew 
up before the palace of the earl. When all was 
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ready, and the carl armed, he came to the market 
place, and was much pleafed to fee fuch numbers 
in battle-array. They then marched oflF, for none 
dared difobey his commands ; and, in order of 
battle, made for the plain : the men at arms after- 
wards iffued forth from Bruges. 

It was a handfome fight, for there were upwards 
of forty thoufand armed heads ; and thus horfe 
-and foot advanced in proper order, near to the 
place where the ghent men were, and then halted. 
It was late in the afternoon when the carl and his 
army arrived, and the fun going down. One of the 
knights faid to the earl ; ' My lord, you now fee 
your enemies : they are but a handful of men in 
comparifon with your army, and as they cannot 
cfcape do not engage them this day ; but wait for ' 
to-morrow, when you will have the day before you: 
you will, befides, have more light to fee what you 
are about, and they will be weaker, for they have 
not any thing to eat.* 

The earl approved much this advice, and would 
"Willingly have followed it; but the men of Bruges, 
impatient to begin the fight, would not wait, 
faying, they would foon defeat them and return 
back to their town. 

Notwithftanding the orders of the men at arms, 
for the earl had not lefs than eight hundred lances, 
knights and fquires, the bruges men began to 
ihoot and to fire cannons. 

The ghent men, being colleded in a »body on 
an eminence, fired at once three hundred cannon j 
iftfter which they turned the marfli, and placed the 
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bruges men with the fun in their eyes, which much 
diftrefled them, and then fell upon them, fhouting 
out, * Ghent !* The moment the men of Bruges 
heard the cannon and the cry of Ghent, and faw 
them marching to attack them in front, they, like 
cowards, opened their ranks, and, letting the ghent 
men pafs without making any defence, flung down 
their ftaves and ran away. 

The ghent men were in clofe order, and, per^ 
ceiving their enemies were defeated, began to 
knock down and kill on all fides. They advanced 
with a quick ftep, fhouting, ' Ghent !' and faying, 
* Let us purfue brilkly our enemies, who are de- 
feated, and enter the town with them : God eyes 
us this day with looks of pity/ 

They followed thofe of Bruges with fo much 
courage that, whenever they knocked down or 
killed any one, they marched on without halting 
or quitting the purfuit, whilft the men of Bruges 
fled with the hafte of a defeated army. I muft 
fay, that at this place there were multitudes of 
flain, wounded and thrown down ; for they made 
no defence, and never were fuch cowardly wretches 
as thofe of Bruges, or who more weakly or re- 
creantly behaved themfelves, after all their infolence 
when they firfl took the field. Some may wifh 
to exGufe them by fuppofing there might have been 
tre^on, which caufed this defeat. This was not 
fo ; but fuch poor and weak conduft fell on their 
own heads. 
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CHAP. XVIL 

BRUGES IS TAKEN BY THE GHENT ARMY. — THE KARL 
OF FLANDERS SAVES HIMSELF IN THE HOUSE OF A 
I^OOR WOMAN. 

TV HEN the earl of Flanders and the men at 
arms faw that, by the miferable defence of 
the men of Bruges, they had caufed their own 
defejit, and that there was not any remedy for it, 
for every man was running away as fail as he 
could, they were much furprifed, and began to be 
alarmed for themfel ves, and to make off in different 
diredions. It is true, that had they feen any pro- 
bability of recovering the lofs which the bruges 
men were fuffering, they would have done fome 
deeds of arms, by which they might have rallied 
them a little : but they faw it was hopelefs, for 
they were flying to Bruges in all diredions, and 
neither the fon waited for the father nor the father 
for his child. 

The men at arms, therefore, began to break 
their ranks. Few had any defire to return to 
Bruges, for the crowd was fo great on the road 
thither that it was painful to fee and hear the com- 
plaints of the wounded and hurt. The men of 
Ghent .were clofe at their heels, fhouting out, 
* Ghent, Ghent !* knocking down all that ob- 
Itrud^d them. The greater part of thefe men at 
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arms bad never before been in fuch peril : even 
the earl was advifed to make for Bruges, and to 
have the gates clofed and guarded, fo that the 
ghent men ihould not be able to force them and 
become mafters of the town. 

The earl of Flanders faw no help for his men, 
who were flying on all fides, and, as it was now 
dark night, followed this advice and took the road 
to Bruges, his banner difplayed before him. He 
entered the gates one of the firil, with about forty 
others, for no more had followed him. He ordered 
guards to defend the gates if the ghent men ihould 
Come thither, and then rode to his palace, from 
whence he iffued a proclamation, that every perfon, 
under pain of death, ihould aflemble in the market* 
place. The intention of the earl was to fave the 
towh by this means ; but it did not fucce^d, as you 
Ihall hean 

While the earl was in his palace, and had ibnt the 
clerks of the different trades from ilreet to flreet, 
to hailen the inhabitants to the market-place, in 
order to prefer ve the city, the men of Ghent, hav- 
ing clofely purfued theif enemies, efltefred the town 
with them, and inftantly made for the market- 
place, without turning to the right or left, where 
they drew themfelves up in atray. 

Sir Robert Marefchaut, one of the earl's knights, 
had been fent to the gates, to fee they were guarded: 
but, while the earl was planning means for defend- 
faig the town, fir Robert found a gate flung off its 
hinges, and the ghent meii mafters of it.' Some 
of the citizens faid to him ^ ^Robert, Robert, r<f- 
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ttrm and fave yourfelf, if you can, for the gfaent 
xheil have taken the town.' 
' The knight returned as fpeedily as he could to 
the eafl^ "cvhoni he met coming out of his palace 
ikt horfeback, \Vith a number of torches. The 
khight told him what he had heard; but, notwith- 
ftanding this, the earl, anxious to defipnd the town, 
ddvailced toward the market-place, and as he was 
entering it with a number of torches, fhbuting out, 
* Flanders for the Lyon ! Flanders for the Earl 1' 
ihofe tfear his horfe and about his perfon, feeing 
thfe place full of ghent men, faid, — * My lord, re- 
tuhi ; for if you advance further you will be flain, 
or at the bell made prifoner by your enemies^ as 
they dre drawn up in the fquare and are waiting 
ibr you/ 

They told him truth j for the ghent men, feeing 
the gf eat blaxe of torches in the ftreet, faid,—* Here 
<!omfes iny lord, here comes the earl : how he fells 
into our hands !' Philip von Artaveld had givea 
orders to his men, that if the earl fhould come, 
^ery cire was to be taken to preferve him from 
harm, in order that he might be carried alive and 
in" good health to Ghent, when they fhould be able 
. tb obtain what peace they chofe. 

The eatl had entered the fquare, near to where 
the ^hent men were drawn up, when fevenJ 
people came to him and faid, — * My lord, do not 
^ome further ; fo? the ghent men are mailers of 
the msfrket-place and of the town, and if you 
Advance, you will run a rlfk of being taken. 
Hiltxlbdrsr of xheA are now fearching for thdr 
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enemies from (Ireet to ftreet^ and many of the men- 
of Bruges have joined them, who conduft them 
from hotel to hotel to feek thofe whom they want. 
You cannot pafs any of the gates without danger, 
of being killed, for they are in their pofieflion ; 
nor can you return to your palace, for a large rout 
of ghent men have marched thither/ 

When the earl heard this fpeech, which was. 
heart-breaking as you may guefs, he began to be 
much alarmed and to fee the peril he was in. He 
refolved to follow the advice of not going further, 
and to fave himfelf if he could, which was con-, 
firmed by his own judgment. He ordered the 
torches to be extinguifhed, and faid to thofe about 
him, — * I fee clearly that affairs are without remedy: 
I therefore give permiffion for every one to depart 
and fave himfelf in the beft manner he can.' 
His orders were obeyed. The torches were put 
out, and thrown in the ftreets ; and all who were 
in company with the earl» feparated and went 
away. He himfelf went tp a bye-ftreet, where he 
was difarmed by his fervant, and, throwing down 
his clothes, put on his fervant's, faying,—* Go 
about thy bufmefs, and fave thyfelf if thou canft ; 
but be filent if thou fall into the hands of my 
enemies j and if they alk thee any thing about me, 
do not give them any information.* * My lord,' 
replied the valet, * I will fooner die.' 

The earl of Flanders thus remained alone, and 
it may be truly faid he was in the greateft danger ; 
for it was over with him if he had at that hour, by 
any accident, fallen into t^e hands of the mob, 
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who were going up and doT)m the ftreets, fearching 
every houfe for the friends of the earl j and whom- 
foever they found they carried before Philip von 
Artaveld and the other captains in the market- 
place, when they were inftantly put to death. It 
was God alone who watched over him, and deli- 
vered him from this peril : for no one had ever 
before been in fuch imminent danger, as I ihall 
prefently relate. 

The earl inwardly bewailed his fituation from 
ftreet to ftreet at this late hour, for it was a little 
pafTed midnight, and he dared not enter any houfe, 
left he fhould be feized by the mobs of Ghent and 
Bruges. Thus, as he was rambling through the 
ilreets, he at laft entered the houfe of a poor 
woman^ a very unfit habitation for fuch a lord, as 
there were neither halls nor apartments, but a 
fmall houfe, dirty and fmoky, and as black as jet : 
there was only in this place, one poor chamber, 
over which was a fort of garret that was entered 
by means of a ladder of feven fteps, where, on a 
miferable bed, the children of this woman lay. 

The earl entered this houfe with fear and 
trembling, and faid to the woman, who was alfo 
much frightened, — * Woman, fave me : I am thy 
lord, the earl of Flanders ; but at this moment I 
muft hide myfelf, for my enemies are in purfuit 
of me ; and I will handfomely reward thee for the 
favour thou fheweft me.* 

The poor woman knew him well, for fhe had 
frequently received alms at his door; and had 
often feen him pafs and repafs^ when he was going 
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to fome amui^cnty or hunting. She was readj 
with her anfwers, in which God aflifted the ear) : 
for had Ihe delayed it ever fo little, they would 
have found him in converfation with her by thp 
fire-fide. * My lord, mount this ladder, and gpt 
under the bed in which my children fleep.* This 
he did, while (he empfoyed herfelf by the fire-fide, 
with another child in a cradle. 

The earl of Flanders mounted the ladder as 
quickly as he could, and, getting between the ft^'aw 
and the coverlid, hid himfelf, and contraded his 
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bodyjinto as little fpace as poflible. He had fcarcely 
done fo, when fome of the mob of Ghent entered 
the houfe ; for one of them had faid, he had feeij 
a man go in there. They found this woman fitting 
by the fire, nurfing her child, of whom they de- 
manded, ' Woman, where is the man we faw enter 
this houfe, and (hut the door after him ?' * By 
my troth,' replied (he, ^ I have not feen any one 
enter here this night; but I have juft been at the 
door to throw out fome water, which I then (hut 
after me; befides, I have not any place to hide him 
in, for you fee the whole of this houfe : here is my 
bed, and my children fleep overhead.' 

Upon this one of them took a candle, and 
mounted the ladder, and> thrufiing his head into 
the place, (aw nothing but the wretched bed ia 
which the children were adeep. He looked all 
^bout him, above and below, and then faid to his 
companions, ^ Come, come, let us go : we only 
lofe our time here : the poor woman fpeaks truth : 
there is not ^ foul but herfelf and her children/ 

On 
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Qtx hjmg this, they left the houfe and vent iatp 
another quarter ; and no one afterwards entered ii^ 
who had bad intentions* 

The,,4sarl of Flanders, hearing all this converia^ 
)io^ as he lay hid, you may ealily imagine, was in 
the greatefl: fear of his life* In the morning he 
could have faid he was one of the moft powerful 
princes in Chriftendom, and that fame night bp 
felt himfelf one of the fmalleft. One may truly 
fay, that the fortunes of this world are not flabl^ 
It ^as fortunate for him to fave his life ; and this 
miraculous efcape ought to be to him a remen^- 
bra^e his whole lifetime. 

We will now leave the earl of Flanders, and 
fpeak of Bruges, and how the ghent men profpere4* 



CHAP. XVIII. 

THE GHENT MEN SPARE THE FOREIGN MERCHANTS IN 

BRUGES. ^THE EARL OP FLANDERS QUITS BRUGES, 

AND RETURNS TO LILLE, WHITHER SOME OF HlS 
PEOPLE HAD ALREADY RETREATED. 

"pRANCIS Atremen was one of the principal, 
leaders of the mob.^ He was ordered by 
Hulip von Artaveld and Peter du Bois, tP feared 
the town of Bruges, and guard the market-place, 
untU they fliould find themfelves coinplete mailers 
pf the town. He was particularly copimanded to 
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txiffcT no harm to be done to foreign merchants, 
or other ftrangers then at Bruges, for they had 
nothing to do with their quarrels. This order 
was vety well obferved, and neither Francis nor 
any of his company did the fmalleit hurt to a 
fi3reigner. 

The fearch of the ghent men was efpecially 
direfted to the four trades, of jerkin-makers, glafs- 
men, butchers and fifhermen; for they had re- 
folved to put to death all whom they fhould find 
of thefe different trades, becapfe they had b6en 
partifans of the earl of Flanders at Oudenarde, and 
other places. They fought for them every where, 
and when they found any, they were killed without 
mercy. 

There were upwards of twelve hundred, one 
with the other, flain this night ; and many murders 
and robberies committed, which were never known; 
feveral houfes robbed, and women and girls 
violated ; coffers broken open, and a variety of 
wicked deeds done; infomuch, that the pooreft of 
the ghent army became very rich. 

On the Monday morning the happy news, of 
the defeat of the earl and his army, was brought 
to Ghent ; that their men had not only conquered 
them, but alfo the town of Bruges, of which they 
were now matters. You may guefs the joy the 
people felt, who had been fo lately in thegreateft 
tribulation: they made many proceffions to the 
church to return thankfgivings to God for the 
inercy he had (hewn them, and for the vidlory he 
{lad^^ven to th^r army. Every day therq came 
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^Dod news, which fo much delighted them, thief 
hardly knew what they were about. I menticm 
this ; for had the lord de Harzelles, who had T^ 
mainisd in Ghent, marched that Sunday, or the 
Monday morning, with three or four [thoufaii4 
men to Oudenarde, he would inftantly have con- 
quered it : they were in fuch conftemadon at the 
fuccefs of the ghent men, that they were on the 
point of quitting the town, to fave themfelves ia 
Hainault, or elfewhere, and had made preparatioiu 
for fo doing. But when they perceived the ghent 
people did not come, nor had any intelligence re- 
fpefting them, they recovered their courage. The 
knights who were there, fuch as fir John Bemage, 
fir. Thierry du Ban, and fir Fleuriant de Heurlfe, 
guarded and comforted them, until the arrival of 
fir Damos de Haluin, who was fent thither by the 
carl, as I fhall relate when I come to that period* 

No people ever behaved themfelves better to- 
wards their enemies than the men of Ghent did to 
thofe of Bruges, nor conduced themfelves more 
gracioufly to a conquered town : they did no harm 
to any of the fmall tradefmen unlefs there were 
very ftrong accufations againft them. 

When Philip von Artaveld, Peter du Bois and 
the other captains faw they were completely mafters 
of the place, they ifTued out a proclamation in 
their name for all perfons to retire to their houfes, 
and that no one fhould break open or pillage any 
houfe, nor be any way inftfumental in raifing of 
riots, under pain of death. 

They then inquired what had become of the 
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p9tU f^^Bsm f^/ be ba4 left the town oa Saturdaj 
jwg^; o|herstbat be was yet in Bruges^ but fo 
stofdy bid that be could not be found. The 
piptains of the ghent army paid no great attention 
to him ; for they were fo r^oiced at their vi^lory 
that they thought nothing of' any earl> baron or 
blight in Flanders^ and looked on themfelves a;^ 
fii mighty that all the world muft obey them« 

Philip von Artaveld and Peter du Bois confidered, 
tbzi when they had quitted Ghent^ they had left it 
4c&itutp of all provifion, for there was neither com 
nerwiue in the town: they inftantly detached a 
l^ge party to Damme and Sluys to gain thofe 
townS) S|nd the proyifions which were in them^ in 
order to fupply their fellow-cidzens in Ghent. 

On the detachment arriving at Damme, the gates 
mrere thrown open, and the town with all in it 
furrendered. They ordered out of the fine cellars 
the wines of Poitou, Gafcony, and la Rochelle, and 
]6rom other diftant countries, to the amount of fix 
thoufand tuns, which they loaded on carriages and 
lent by land to Ghent, and alfo by boats on the 
river Lis. 

They then marched on to Sluys, which inftantly 
fttbmitted to them and opened its gates. They 
found there great quantities of caiks of com and 
$pur, in ihips and in the ftorehoufes of foreign 
inerchants, and having paid for the whole, fent it 
by land and water to Ghent* Thus was Ghent 
^livered froin famine, through the mercy of God. 
It could not have happened otherwife, ^nd well 
PMght the ghent men to remember it) for that 

God 



iaxqaAv^ ^^ defeated forty thpufimd, ^swfi hefoni 
their own doors. They and thi^f leaders ought t9 
have humbled themfelve$; however they did Qot^ 
but rather increafed their pride, infomuch thajt 
fGrod was angered with them, and punifhed t}m; 
folly before the year was expired, as (hall be rel^t^ 
in the courfe of this hiftory, for an example to the 
Teft of the world, 

][ was inforn^ed, and believe my authority goo49 
th^t on the Sunday evening, when it was dark, dw 
cs^rl of Flanders efcaped from Bruges. 1 4m igno- 
rant how he accompliflied it, or if hp had anf 
a^ance, but fome I belieye he muft have had* 
He got Qi^t of the town on fqot,clad in a miferaU^ 
jerkin, and w^ep in the fields was quite jqypus, as 
he might then fay he had efcaped from the utmoft 
peril. He wandered about at firft, and came to ^ 
ttiorn buih, to coniider whither he fhould go ; fqr 
he was unacquainted with the rqad$ ojc country^ 
having never before travelled on foot. 

At he lay thus hid under the buih, he hieard 
fome one talk, who by accident was one of his 
knights, that had married a fa!ai):ard daughter of 
•his: his name was fir Robert Marefchaut« The 
earl, hearing him talk as he was p^ng, faid to 
him, * Robert, art thou there?* TTie knight, wha 
well knew his voice, replied ; * My lord, you have 
this day given me great uneafinefs in feeking for 
you all round Bruges: how were you able to 
efcape ?' * Come, come, Robert,' faid the earl : 
^ this is not a time to tell one's adventures : endea- 
vour 
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Tour to get me a horfe, for I am tired with walk^ 
ingy and take the road to Lille, if thou knoweft 
k/ * My lord,* anfwered the knight, * I know it 
well/ They then travelled all that night and the 
morrow until early mom, before they could pro- 
tore a horfe* The firifl: beafl they could find was 
a ihare, belonging to a poor man in a village. 

The earl mounted the mare, without faddle or 
bridle, and, travelling all Monday, came, towards 
evening, to the caftle of Lille, whither the greater 
part of his knights who had efcaped from the 
battle of Bruges had retired. They had got off 
as well as they could j fome on foot, others on 
horfeback \ but all did not follow this road : fome 
went by water to Holland and Zealand, where 
they remained until they received better news. 

Sir Guy de Guiftelles was fortunate in getting 
into a good iituation j for he found the count Guy 
de Blois in one of his towns in Zealand, who hand- 
fomely entertained him, and gave him wherewithal 
to remount and equip himfelf again, retaining him 
with him as long as he chofe to flay. In a fimilar 
manner were the difcomfited knights remounted 
by thofe lords to whom they had fled : they took 
great compaffion on them, which was but juflice, 
for nobles and gentlemen ought to be af&fted anct 
comforted by each other. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

THE CONDUCT OF THE GHENT MEN AT BRUGES.— ALl. 
THE TOWNS IN FLANDERS SURRENDER TO THEliiC 
EXCEPT OUDENARDE. 

XTEWS was fpread through all countries of the 
defeat which the earl of Flanders and the dty 
•of Bruges had fufFered from Ghent. Many were 
rejoiced at it, more particularly the common pec- 
pie. Thofe in the principal towns of Brabant and 
the bifhoprick of Liege were fo much conneded 
with them that they were the more pleafed, as it 
v^as partly their own concern. Thofe of Paris and 
Rouen were equally delighted, though they dared 
not fliew it openly. , 

When pope Clement heard the news, he mufed 
awhile and then faid, that this defeat was a rod 
from God, to make the earl take warning, and 
that. he had fent him this afllidion, becaufe he had 
rebelled againft him. 

Several great lords in France, and other coun- 
tries, faid, the earl was not much to be pitied if 
he fufFered a little ; for his prefumption was fuch, 
that he neither valued nor loved any neighbouring 
\ord, however great, neither king of France nor 
other, if not agreeable to. him j on which account 
they felt the lefs for his diftreifes. Thus it falls 

out 
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out ; and as the proverb fays, « On him to whoni 
misfortune happens, every one turns his back.* 

The town of Louvain, in particular, (hewed great 
joy at the vidory of Ghent, and the misfortunes 
of the earl ; for they were quarrelling with the 
duke of Brabant, their lord, who was inclined to 
make war on them, and pull down their gates ;' 
but they thought he would do better to remain 
quiet. They publicly faid in the town of Loilvain^ 
that if Ghent were as near to them as Bruflels^^ 
they would be clofely united. 
, All thefe fpeeches were carried id the duke 
and duchefs of Brabant j but it biehbved them to'^ 
Ihut their eyes and ears, for it was not the momeht 
to notice them. 

The ghent men, during their refidence at Bruges, 
made many innovations. They refolved to level 
two gates and the walls, and to fill up the ditches 
with them, that the inhabitants might be di&bled 
from rebelling. They alfo determined, when they 
marched away, to take with them five hundred of 
the principal citizens to Ghent, to keep the town 
in greater fear and fubjedion. 

Whilft the leaders were thus employed in 
deftroying the gates and walls, aiid filling thel 
ditches, they fent detachments to Ypres, Courtfay, 
Bergues, Caffel, Poperingue, Bourbourg, and to 
all the towns arid caftles, in Flanders, on the fea- 
coaft, and dependant on Bruges, to place them 
under their obedience, and to bring or fend thrf 
keys of the caftles and towns, as a token of their 
fubmii&on. All obeyed j for none dared to op- 

pofe 
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pofethon : and^ according to die fvmttmm^ Aef 
wadted oa Hiifip roa ArtaTeld^ and Peter do Boii 
at Bruges. TheTe two fiiled themiHTeB com* 
flBmders in diief in thdr pfroclamafions ; but par- 
tiddarly Fhiltp von Artaveldy vbo took the lead 
m the goTemment of Flanders, and, during his 
leftfence at Bruges, kept the (late of a prince. 
He had his minftrels daily to {day before him at 
Ks Anners and fuppers ; and was fcrred on jdate* 
at if be had been eari of Flanders. Inde^ ht 
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m^ht wdl live in this magnificent manner, for he 
had pcfleflcd himfeif of all the plate, both gold 
and filver, diat had belonged to the earl, as wefl 
as the jewels, and furniture of his apartments, 
feimd in Im palace at Bruges, whence nodiing had 
been £ived« 

A detadmient of the gfaent men was fent to 
Mixrle, a handibme houfe belonging to the earl, 
fitoaied half a league from Bruges, where tfaej 
co mmitte d all forts of outrages. Thev deftroyed 
Ae faoule, and broke the font at whkji the earl 
had been baptifiDd; and^ having laden on carts 
every thing that was predous, cf gold, filver or 
jewels^ fist diem to Ghent. During a whole 
ferto^^fat, there were upwards of two hundred 
carts daily going and returning fixim Brqges to 
Ghent, widi the immcnfe pill^e which Philip von 
Artaveld and die ghcnt men had made by diis 
t o mueft of Bruges ; the value of which was fo 
^peat, that it was difficult to eftimate its worth. 

When the ghent men had done every thing 
diey willed to the dtj of Bniges, they lent to 

Ghent 
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Ghent five hundred of its principal eidzetis^ t6 
remiain there as hoftages. Francis Atremen and 
Peter le Nuitre, efcorted them with a thoufaQd of 
their men. Peter du Bois remained governor of 
Bruges^ until the walls, gates and ditches^ were 
completely levelled* Then Philip von Artaveld 
departed) taking the road towards, Ypres } where, 
on his arrival, he was met by all manner of per- 
fonsy and received with as much honour as if he 
were their natural lord, who had come, for the firft 
time, to view his inheritance. 

All fubmitted to his obedience. He renewed 
the powers of the mayor and fheriiFs,and eftablifhed 
new laws. Then came thofe of the caftlewicks^ 
beyond Ypres, Caffel,Bergues, Bourbourg, Furnes, 
Poperingue, who fubmitted to him, and fwore al- 
legiance and homage, as to their lord, the earl of 
Flanders. 

When he had fully affured himfelf of their fub- 
miflion, and had remained eight days at Ypres, he 
departed, and went to Courtray, where he was re- 
ceived with great joy. He continued there five 
days, and fent his fummons to the town of Ou- 
denarde, ordering the citizens to come and fubmit 
themfelves to him ; for they riiked much, feeing 
the whole country had turned to Ghent, while they 
alone remained behind. The meifengers alfo told 
them plainly, that if they did not do as the others 
had done, they might depend on having the town 
inftantly befieged ; and that the fiege would not 
be broken up until it were conquered, and all put 
to the fword. 

When 
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Whett this fummons was brought to Oudenarde^ 
the governor, fir Damos de Halluin, was abfent, 
and only the three knights btfore mentioned in 
the place. They replied, with \^nnth, * That they 
were not to be frightened by the menaces of the 
fon of a brewer of Metheglin j and that they would 
n6t, and could not, furrender, or any way diminiih^ 
the inheritance of their lord, the earl of Flanders'^ 
but would guard and defend it with their lives/ 
This was the anfwer the meflengers carried back 
to Courtray* 
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CHAP- XX* 

PHILIP VON ARTAVELD, ON HIS RETURN TO OHBlff , 

LIVES IN GREAT POMP. ^THE EARL OF FLANDERS 

RESIDES IN LILLE. 

^yyHEN Philip heard from the garrilbn of Ou* 
denarde, that they neither cared for him 
not for his menaces, he fwore, that whatever it 
might coft the country of Flanders, he would not 
attend to any thing until he had taken and razed 
to the ground the town of Oudenarde. He was 
gteatly enraged, and thought he might eafily ac- 
complifh his threats ; for all Flanders was inclined 
to ferve him. 

After a refidence of fix days at Courtray, where 
he renewed the laws, and received the homage 
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and allegiance of every one, juft as if he had been 
earl of Flanders, he returned to Ghent. There 
came out a grand proceflion to meet him, and 
with fuch joy that the earl, their lord, was never 
received fo honourably. The people adored him 
as if he had been their god, becaufe, through his 
advice, their town enjoyed fuch power and wealth. 
It is impoflible to tell the vaft quantities of valuables 
which came thither by land and water from 
Bruges, Damme and Sluys. The bread, which 
three weeks before was fold for an old groat, was 
now not worth more than four farthings. The 
wine which was at twenty-four groats, was now 
fold for two. All things were much cheaper at 
Ghent than at Toumay or Valenciennes. 

Philip von Artaveld, like a great prince, kept a 
magnificent eftablifhment of horfes, and was as 
grand in his hotel, as the earl of Flanders was at 
Lille. He had his officers throughout Flanders, 
fuch as bailiffs, governors, receivers and ferjeants, 
who every week brought confiderable fums to 
Ghent, where he kept his ftate, and was clothed in 
fcarlet robes lined with furs, like the duke of 
Brabant or earl of Hainault. He had alfo his 
exchequer-chamber, where the money was paid, 
like to the earl ; and he gave dinners and fuppers 
to the ladies and damfels of Ghent, as the earl 
ufed to do ; a^d, like him, was not more fparing 
of his money where his pleafures were concerned. 
When he wrote, he figned hiihfelf Philip von 
Artaveld, regent of Flanders. 

During this time, the earl of Flanders, who re- 
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fided at Lille, had rcafon to be thoughtful, feeing 
that his country was more than ever in rcbellioa 
againft him, and that from himfelf alone he had 
not any hopes of recovering it ; for all the towns 
were fo much connefted with each other that they 
could never be feparated but by a very fuperior 
force. The whole country no more fpoke of him^ 
nor acknowledged him for their lord, than if he 
had never exifted. He now remembered his con- 
nexion with the duke of Burgundy, who had 
married the lady Margaret his daughter, by whom 
he had two fine children. He faid, he was happy 
king Charles was dead, and that there was a young 
king in France under the guardianiliip of his uncle 
the duke of Burgundy, who would manage and 
govern him according to his inclinations. It 
will be therefore natural for the king of France, as 
I fhould fuppofe, to be enraged againft my rebel- 
lious fubjeds ; for he has good inclinations, and is 
defirous of iignalifmg himfelf in arms. The duke 
of Burgundy will eafily induce him to do fo, when 
he explains to him their infolent pride, and that he 
is bound to aflift his vaflals when their fubjeds 
rebeL 

But fome imagine the king would not have in-* 
terfered in the matter, if it had not been for the 
intrigues of the duke of Burgundy; for, if nothing 
had been done, he would have annexed Flanders 
to the crown of France by fome means or other ; 
for the earl of Flanders was not enough in his 
favour to induce him to exert himfelf in his aid. 
We will, however, drop atprefent this fubjcd until 

I 2 the 
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the proper time come, and fpeak of the earl of 
Flanders' condud in Lille. 

After his late great difcomfiture before Brugai^ 
he learnt that fir Thierri du Ban, fir Fleurant du 
Hurlee and fir John Bemage, had entered Oude- 
narde, and, kept poffeflion of it during all the eventa 
which had followed the defeat at Bruges. He 
well knew that thefc knights were not in fufBcicnt 
ftrength to oppofe the force of Flanders, if they 
ihould lay fiege to it, as it was expeded they would 
inftantly do. In order to reinforce and viftual it, 
he called ta him a knight, named fir Daniel de 
Haluyn *, and faid to him ; ' Daniel, you will go 
to the town of Oudenarde : I appoint you its 
governor, and you (hall take with you one hundred 
and fifty lances, good men at arms, one hundred 
crofs-bows, and two hundred lufly varlets with 
pikes and fhields. You will be careful of the 
garrifon, for I give it loyally into your charge ; 
and haflen to vidual it with corn, oats, falted 
meats, and wines from our good friends and neigh- 
bours in the town of Tournay , who I trufl will not 
fail us in this urgent neceffity/ 

* My lord,* replied the knight, ' your orders 
ihall be obeyed ; and I accept the guard of the 
town of Oudenarde, fince it pleafes you to com- 
mand me. No accident fhall happen to it through 
any fault of mine.' * Daniel,' faid the earl, * you 
comfort me much by what you fay.* 

^. — ■ ** ' 

* Daniel de Haluyn. Thb miifl be the pcrfon whom he be- 
fore calls Damos> and Damaux de Haluin, 

Upon 
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Upon this, fir Daniel de Haluyn took leave of 
the earl and went to Oudenarde, which he rein- 
forced with good men at arms, vidualled it again> 
and made every other neceflary preparation. 



CHAP. XXI. 

PHILIP VON ART AV ELD AND THE GHENT AIEN hXY 

SIEGE TO OUDENAUDE. 

pHILIP, who refided in Ghent, hearing that the 
garrifon of Oudenarde had been reinforced 
with men at arms, faid he would provide a remedy, 
for fuch things were not to be fuffered : it was a 
difgrace to all Flanders that that town fhould con- 
tinue thus difobedient. He declared he would lay 
fiege to it, and never march away until he had 
deftroyed it, and put to death all who fliould hi 
found within, knights and others. He iflfued his 
fummons through Flanders, for every one to be 
ready prepared before Oudenarde on the 0th day 
of June. None dared difobey this fummons: 
thofe in the principal towns of Flanders, of the 
Franconate and of Bruges, made themfelves ready, 
and came beford Oudenarde, where they extended 
themfelves in the fields, meadows and marfhes 
thereabouts. Philip, by whofe orders every thing 
was done, lived in great ftate before Oudenarde. 

During 
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During this time, he laid a tax throughout Flan« 
ders of four groats on every fire, which were to be 
paid weekly, by all perfons indifcriminately. Philip 
gained large fums by this tax, for no one was ex- 
empted. He had his ferjeants in all parts of the 
country, who made both rich and poor pay it, 
whether they would or not. 

It was faid there were upwards of a hundred 
thoufand men at this fiege of Oudenarde. The 
Flemings drove into the river Scheld large flakes, 
fo that no veffels could come from Tournay to 
Oudenarde, whilft they had in their army plenty 
of every thing neceffary. They had halls for 
cloth, furs and merceries : every Saturday wat 
the market, to which were brought from the ad- 
jacent villages all forts of groceries, fruits, butter, 
milk, cheefe, poultry, and other things. In their 
army, there were taverns as plenty as at Bruflels, 
where rhenifh wines, and thofe of France, Gal- 
rigaches*, Malmfeys and other foreign wines 
were fold cheap. Every jone might go thither, 
?ind pafs and repafs, without peril ; that is to fay, 
thofe of Brabant, Hainault, Germany and of Liege, 
but not thofe of France. 

When fir Daniel d[e Haluyn entered Oudenarde, 
he laid in all his preparations of (tores and provi- 
iion, which were equally divided among the gar- 
rifon, each according to a fixed ration. All the 
horfes were fent away, and the houfes near the 
walls pulled down, and covered with earth, to 



* Qalrigaches,^a fort of ftropg white wine, or lic^ueur. 
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guard againft the cannon, of which' the enemy had 
abundance. The women and children who re- 
mained (for many were fent away) were lodged in 
the churches and monafteries. No dog was left 
in the town, but all were killed and thrown into 
the river. 

The garrifon made many gallant fallies, both 
mornings and evenings, doing great execution to 
the army. There were among others two fquires 
from Artois, brothers, called Lambert and Triftan 
de Lambres, who frequently performed very gal- 
lant deeds of arms, bringing back with them provi- 
lions from the enemy, whether they would or not, 
and even prifoners. 

Thus they remained the whole fummer. It 
was the intention of Philip and his council to con- 
tinue until they fliould ftarve them out; for it 
would coft them too many men were they to at- 
tempt to carry it by ftorm. They with much 
labour placed on the hill of Oudenarde a prodi- 
gioufly great engine, twenty feet wide and forty 
long, which they called a Mutton, to caft: heavy 
ftone^ and beams of timber into the town, and 
cru(h every thing they Ihould fall on. They had 
alfo, the more to alarm the garrifon, fired a 
bombarde of a very great fize, which was fifty 
feet in length, and Ihot ft ones of an immenfe 
weight. When they fired off this bombarde, it 
might be heard five leagues off in the day-time, 
and ten at night. The report of it was fo loud, 
that it feemed as if all the devils in hell had broken 
loofe. 

The 
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The ghent men made likewife another engine, 
ijvhich they pointed againfl: the town, to caft large 
bars of hot copper. With fuch machines, as 
cannons, bombardes, fows and muttons, did the 
ghent army labour to annoy the garrifon of Oude-r 
narde* They^ however, comforted each other as 
well as they could, and defended themfelves againft 
thefe attacks. They made Tallies three or four 
titnes a- week, in which they gained more hpnour 
than difgrace, and alfb more profit than lofs. 
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CHAP, xxn- 

A DETACHMENT OF THE GHENT ARMY FROM BEFORE 
bUDENARDE, IN OVERRUNNING THE LANDS OP 
THEIR LORD, BURN SOME VILLAGES ON THE FRONr 
TIERS OF FRANCE, WHICH CAUSES A WAR BETWEEN 
THE KING OF FRANCE AND THEM. 

'Yy'HILST the fiege of Oudenarde was going 
forward, eleven hundred men left the army, 
with a determination to fcour the country, and to 
ruin and deftroy the houfes of thofe knights who, 
having quitted Flanders, had eflablifhed themfelves, 
with their wives and families, in Hainault, Brabant, 
and inArtois. They accomplifhed their purpofe j' 
for this detachment committed great damage 
tl^roughout Flanders, not leaving any houfe of a 
gentleman wbumt, or ftanding. They then came 

again 
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again to Marie, the houfc of the earl, and com- 
pletely deftroyed it. They found there the cradle 
in which he had been nurfed, and the bathing tub 
In which he had been wafhed, both of which they 
entirely demolifhed. They pulled down the chape^ 
carrying away with them the bell to Bruges^ where 
they met Peter du Bois, and Peter le Nuitre, who 
entertained them well, and told them they had 
performed good fervices. 

When thefe men had refrefhed themfelves, they 
took the road to the bridge of Warneflon, crofled 
the river Lis, and came before Lille, where they 
deftroyed fome windmills and fet fire to other 
villages of Flanders. Upwards of four thoufand 
of the inhabitants of Lille armed themfelves, and 
(allied out on horfeback and on foot, after thefe 
marauders, whom they foon overtook, ilew many 
^d feized others, who had afterwards their heads 
firuck off in Lille ; but, had they been well pur- 
fued, not one of them would have efcaped. NoU 
withftanding this check, the detachment from the 
ghent army entered the country of Tournay, where 
they did much mifchief, and burnt the town of 
Sechlin, and fome • of the adjacent villages which 
belong to the kingdom of. France. They then 
I'etumed, w ith a very confiderable booty, to the 
fiege of Oudenarde. 

News was carried to the duke of Burgundy, at 
3apaume in Artois, how the ghent men had piU 
laged and burnt fome villages in France. He 
inftantly wrote an account of it to his fovereign, 
who at that time wa$ at Compiegne, as well as to 
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his brother the duke of Berry, to the duke of 
Bourbon, and to the king's council, that they 
might confider of it. The duke of Burgundy 
wifhed not the Flemings to have afted otherwife ; 
for he thought it would be now neceffary to call on 
the king for aid, otherwife his father-in-law, the 
earl of Flanders, would never regain his in- 
heritance : befides, on every account, this war ex- 
afperated him moft exceedingly, for he was, in 
right of his wife, the heir of Flanders. 

The earl of Flanders refided at this moment at 
Ilcdin. He there learnt that the ghent men had 
deftroyed his houfe at Marie, through fpite to him, 
even the chamber wherein he was born, and had 
broken the font wherein he had been baptifed, 
with the cradle of his childhood, which was of 
filver. The bathing tub wherein he had. been 
waflied was beaten to pieces and carried away. 
All this vexed him exceedingly. Whilft at Hedin 
he thought* of different plans : for he faw his 
country had turned againft him, except Dendre- 
monde and Oudenarde, and no fuccour to be 
looked for, but from France. Having weighed 
well all circumftances, he refolved to vifit his fon 
the duke of Burgundy, who lived at Bapaume, 
and explain to him his (ituation. 

He departed from Hedin and went to Arras, 
where he repofed himfelf two days. On the mor- 
row he came to Bapaume, and difmounted at the 
hotel of the counts of Artois, which was now his 
own ; for, by the death of his lady-mother, he 
was count of Artois. The duke of Burgundy 

took 



took much companion on him, and comforted him 
kindly, when he had heard his complaints, faying, 
* My lord, by the faith I owe to you, and to the 
king, I will not attend to any thing but the re- 
covery of your country. You fhall be repoflefled, 
or we will lofe the remainder ; for it is not to be 
fuflfered that fuch a fet of fcoundrels as are now 
in Flanders fhould govern that country, as in that 
cafe all knighthood and gentility may be deftroyed 
and pulled down, and confequently all Chridianity/ 
The earl of Flanders was much confoled by the 
duke engaging to aflift him. He took leave of 
him, and went to the city of Arras. At this time, 
he held in prifon upwards of two hundred perfons 
from the chief towns in Flanders, who had only 
bread and water for food ; and every day they were 
threatened to lofe their heads. When the earl 
returned to Arras, he gave them all their liberties, 
in honour of God and the Virgin ; for he found, 
from what had pafled in Flanders after their impri- 
fonment, that they were not any way to blame. He 
made them all fwear to be true and loyal to him, 
and then gave them money to carry them to Lille 
or Douay, or wherever elfe they pleafed. The 
earl gained much popularity by this meafure* He 
then left Arras, and returned to Hedin, 
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CHAP. xxin. 

THE DITKE OF BURGUNDY INSTIGATES HIS NEPHEW 
KING CHARLES TO MAKE WAR ON GHENT AND ITS 
ALLIES, AS WELL IN REVENGE FOR THE BURNT 
VILLAGES AS TO ASSIST IN THE RECOVERY OF 
FLANIJeRS for THE EARL, WHO WAS HIS VASSAL. 

nPHE duke of Burgundy was not forgetful of the 
engagements he had entered into with his lord 
and father the earl of Flanders. He fet out from 
Bapaume attended by fir Guy de la Trimouille' and 
fir John de Vienne, admiral of France, who were 
very defirous the earl fhould be afTifted* Thefe 
two were the principal perfons of his council. 
They continued their journey until they arrived at 
Senlis, where the king was with his two uncles of 
Berry and Bourbon. He was received with joy, 
and then was a&ed what was the news in Flanders, 
and how the iiege of Oudenarde was going om 
The duke of Burgundy made very prudent replies 
to thefe firft queilions of the king and his imcles ; 
but, when he found an opportunity, he drew his 
brother the duke of Berry afide, and explained to 
him how the ghent men, in the infolence of their 
pride, were endeavouring to be mafters every 
where and to deftroy all gentlemen ; that they 
had already burnt and pillaged part of the king- 
dom 
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dom of France, which was much to the prejudide 
and diflionour of the realm, and ought not to be 
patiently borne. 

^ Fair brother/ faid the duke of Berry, * we will 
talk to the king on this fubjed : you and I are the 
principal of his council. The king being made a 
party, no one will attempt to thwart our inclina- 
tions in fomenting a war between France and 
Flanders, which have hitherto been in peace with 
each other : it will be proper we give fome good 
reafons for it, and that the barons of France be 
of our opinion ; otherwife we may be blamed and 
the fault thrown on us ; for the king is young, 
and every one knows that he will do whatever we 
ihall tell him or advife him. If it turn out fuccefs« 
fiol, it will be pafled over ; but, ihould it be other-* 
wife, we fliall be charged with it, and much more 
blamed,and withreafon, than any of the other coun« 
(ellors. Every one will fay, ^ See how badly the 
king's uncles, the dukes of Berry and Burgundy, 
have advifed the king : they have engaged the nai* 
tion in a war in which it had nothing to do.' I 
therefore lay, my fair lord, that we muft aflemble 
the greater part of the prelates and nobles of the 
kingdom of France, and lay before them, in the 
prefence of the king, who is perfonally interefted 
in this bufinefs, all the events which bear any re« 
lation to the inheritance of Flanders: we (hall then 
foon fee what is the general wifh of France.' 

The duke of Burgundy replied, ' You fay well, 
my fair brother, and what you have advifed ihall 
b^ done.' At thefe words, the king entered the 

apartments 
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apartments where his uncles were, with a falcon 
on his wrift : he was ftruck with the duke's lafl 
words, and faid with much good humour, ^ What 
were you fpeaking of, my fair uncles, at this mo- 
ment with fo much earneftnefs ? I (hould like to 
hear it, if it be proper for me to know/ * Yes, 
my lord,' anfwered the duke of Berry j ' for what 
we were difcufling perfonally concerns you. Your 
uncle, my brother of Burgundy, has juft been 
complaining to me of the Flemings : thofe villains 
of Flanders have driven the earl their lord out of 
his country, and all the gentlemen. They are 
now, to the amount of a hundred thoufand men, 
befieging Oudenarde, under a captain called Philip 
von Artaveld, an Engliihman for courage, who 
has fworn he will never break up the fiege until 
he has had his will on thofe of the town, unlefs 
you fhall force him to it. This refcrvation he has 
made. Now, what do you fay to this ? will you 
aflift your coufin of Flanders to regain his inherit- 
ance, of which peafants, in their pride and cruelty, 
have deprived him V 

* By my faith, my dear uncles,' replied the king, 
^ I have a very great inclination fo to do, and in 
God's name let us march thither. I wifh for 
nothing more than to try my ftrength in arms^ 
for never hitherto have I had armour on. It is 
neceflary, therefore, if I wifh to reign with honour 
and glory, that I learn the art of war.' 

The two dukes, looking at each other, were 
much delighted with what the 'king had faid ; and 
the duke of Berry added, — ^ My lord, you have 

very 
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yery properly fpoken, and you are bound to do 
what you fay ; for the country of Flanders is a de- 
pendance on the domain of France ; and you have 
fwom, and we alfo for you, that you will fupport 
in their rights your vaflals and liege men: the earl 
is alfo your coufin,you therefore owe him aSedion. 
Now, fince you are in fuch good inclinations, do 
not change them, but fay the fame to all who fhall 
fpeak to you on this fubjefl i for we will aflemble 
in hafte the prelates and barons of your realm, 
and in your prefence lay before them this bufmefs. 
'Do you fpeak your mind then, as clearly and as 
loudly as you have done to us, and they all will fay 
we have an enterprifing and well-intentioned king/ 

* On my faith, my fair uncle, I wifh every thing 
were ready for us to march thither to-morrow ; 
for from henceforward the greateft pkafure I fhall 
have will be to abafe the pride of thefe Flemings.' 

The two dukes were well pleafed at hearing the 
king thus fpeak out. 

The duke of Bourbon now came, having been 
fent for by^ them ; and they related to him all you 
have heard, and how eager the king was to march 
to Flanders, with which he was much pleafed. 

Things remained in this ftate. The king and 
his uncles wrote letters to all the lords of the 
council, ordering them to come to Compiegne on 
a certain day, when there would be a council held 
on the affairs of the realm. Every one obeyed, as 
was right ; but the king was fo much rejoiced 
at what he had heard, and fo much occupied was 
his mind with this fubjed, that nothing could put 

it 
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It out of his head* He frequently faid, ^ The 
council would be too tedious to accomplifh the 
bufinefs well j adding, that when any one wifhes 
to perform an enterprife fuccefsfully, deliberations 
fliould not be too long; for at laft the enemy 
gains information of ic' He alfo faid, when they 
laid before him the dangers that might happeQ^ 
* Yes, yes ; nothing venture, nothing gain/ la 
this manner did the young king of France canrerlc 
with the knights and fquires of his chamber. I 
will now relate to you a dream which he had at 
this time at Senlis; and from which he took a 
flying hart for his emblem, as I was then informed. 



tlHAP. XXIV. 

CHARLES THE SIXTH, KING OF FRANCE, FROM A 
DREAM, CHOOSES A FLYING HART FOR HIS DE- 
VICE. 

TT happened that during the refidence of the 
young king Charles at Senlis, as he was Oeeping 
in his bed, a vifion ap])eared to him« He thought 
he was in the city of Arras, where, until then, he 
had never been, attended by all the flower of 
knighthood of his kingdom j that the earl of 
Flanders came there to him, and placed on his 
wrifl: a moft beautiful and elegant pilgrim-falcon, 
faying, * My lord, in God's name, I give this falcon 
to you, for the belt that was ever feen, the mod in- 
defatigable 
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defatigable huntef , and the mofl excellent ftriker 
of birds/ The king was much pleafed with the 
prefent, and faid, ^ Fair coufm, I give you tny 
thanks/ He then thought he turned to the con- 
ftable of France, who was near him, and faid, • Sir 
Oliver, let you and I go to the plains, and try thig 
elegant falcon which my coufm of Flanders has 
given me/ When the conftable anfwered, * Well, 
let us go/ Then each mounted their horfes, and 
went into the fields, taking the falcon with them, 
where they found plenty of herons to fly him at. 
The king faid, * Conftable, caft oflF the falcon, 
and we (hall fee how he will hunt/ The conftable 
let him fly, and the falcon mounted fo high in the 
air, they could fcarcely fee him : he took the 
direction towards Flanders. * Let us ride after my 
bird,* faid the king to the conftable ; * for I will 
not lofe him/ The conftable affented, and they 
rode on, as it appeared to the king, through 9 
latfge marfli, when they came to a wood, on which 
th6 king cried out, ^ Difmount, difmount : we 
cannot pafs this wood on horfeback,* They then 
difinounted, when fome fervants came and took 
their horfes. The king and the conftable entered 
die wood with much difficulty, and walked on 
utitil they came to an extenfive heath, where they 
faw the falcon chafing herons, and flriking them 
down ; but they refifted, and there was a battle 
between them. It feemed to the king that his 
falc6n performed gallantly^ and drove the birds 
before him fo far, that he loft fight of him. This 
much ve^ced the king, as well as the impoflibility 
"Vol.. VI. K of 
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of following him ; and he faid to the conftable, *I 
fhall lofe my falcon, which I (hall very much 
regret ; for I have neither lure, nor any thing elfe 
to call him back/ Whilft the king was in this 
anxiety, he thought a beautiful hart, with two 
wings, appeared to iffue out of the wood, and 
come to this heath and bend himfelf down before 
the king, who faid to the conftable, as he regarded 
this wonder with delight, * Conftable, do you te* 
main here, and I will mount this hart that offers 
himfelf to me, and follow my bird.' The conftablie 
agreed to it, and the young king joyfully mounted 
the hart, and went feeking the falcon. The hart, 
like one well tutored to obey the king's pleafiu'e, 
carried him over the tops of the higheft trees, 
when he faw his falcon ftriking down fuch numbers 
of birds, that he marvelled how he could do it. It 
feemed to the king that when the falcon had fuf- 
ficiently flown, and ftruck down enough of the 
herons, he called him back, and inftantly, as if 
well taught, he perched on the king's wrift, when 
it feemed to him, that after he had taken the falcon 
by its lure, and given him his reward, the hart 
flew back again over the wood, and replaced the 
king on the fame heath whence he had carried 
him, and where the copftable was waiting, who 
was much rejoiced at his return. On his arrival 
he difmounted : the hart returned to the wood, 
and was no more feen. The king then, as he 
imagined, related to the conftable how well the 
hart had carried him.; that he had never rode fo 
^y before in his life } and alfo the goodnefs of 

his 
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luis falcon, *ho had ftruck dowft fuch numbers of 

birds : to all which the conftable willingly liftened. 

The fervants then feemed to come after them with* 

their horfes, which, having mounted, they followed. 

a magnificent road that brought them back to 

^rras» The king at this part awakened, .much 

aftonifhed at the vifion he had feen, which wa^ fa 

imprinted on his memory, that he told it to fomc 

of his attendants who were waiting in his chamber. 

Th^ figure of this hart was fo agreeable to him,. 

that he could not put it out of his imagination ; 

and this was the cauffe why, on this expedition to 

Flanders againft the Flemings, he took a flying 

hart' for his device. 
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CHAP. XXV. . . 

bURlNG THE SIEGE OF O0d\:NARDE, THE REB^L.^ 
ENTREAT KING CHARLES TO MAKE PEACE BE- 
TWEEN THEM AND THE EARL OF I'LANDERS.— * 
THE KING ANSWERS THEM ^VITH CONTEMPT.—* 
THEY THEN ENDEAVOUR tO DRAW THE ENGLISH 
INTO AN ALLIANCE WITH THEM. 

T>HILIP von Artaveid, although he had been 
very fuccdsful at the,, battle of Bruges, and 
though fortune had fmiled on him at his defeat 
of the earl and the citizens of Bruges, poffefTed 
tot any abilities for war or fieges. When young 
he had not been educated for it, but in fij(hing with 
ii 'K2 a rod 



a tod iti fht riven &ch^Id and Lis ; aiid he clearly 

goved his incapacity during the fiege of Oudenarde* 
e knew Hot how to take the town, and, through 
pfide and prefuitiption, thought that it muft be his, 
aiid that the inhabitants ought to cdtne and fur^^ 
rttidtt it to him. They had no fuch inclination j 
but behaved themfelves like valorous men, ikirmifh* 
\tig frequently with thefe Flemings at the barriers, 
10 which they flew many and wounded more, and 
then retired without lofs into their town. 

In thefe faliies, Lambert de Lambres^ Triflah hi^ 
brother, and the lord de Lunelhien, gained great 
rttnown. 

The Flemings obferving that the ditched of Ou-» 
denarde were wide and full of water, and that they 
could not approach the place but with great peril, 
refolved in counfel to colled quantities of faggots 
and draw to fill them up, to enable them ta come 
near the walls and engage hand to hand. As it 
had been ordered, £» it was executed ; but the 
garrifon held what they were about cheap, and 
faid, that if there were no treafon between them 
and the townfpeople, they were not alarmed for 
the event of the fiege. However, fir Daniel 
de Haluyn, the governor, to prevent any mif- 
conduft, had kept the citizens fo much under 
eomhiand that they had not any power whatever : 
and he had ftriftly oWered^ that none of the in- 
habitants ihould dare to afcend the walb, by dajr 
6r night, whhoUt being accompanied by fome of 
the men at arms, otherwife, if found, they would 
ri(k the lofs of their Uves^ 

la 



In this manner was the flege^ cgntinu^d* Tha 
Flemings had plenty gf provifion in their army, 
which was brought to them by fea and land, as 
veil as down the rivers, for they were lords of th« 
vhole of Finders. They were alfp near thf 
countries of Holland^ Zealand, Brabant, and a par( 
of Hainault, the inhabitants of which, through 
avarice of gain, privately brought their army pro- 
vifion in quantities. 

This Philip von Artaveld had a courage more, 
like engliih than freneh. He would have been 
glad if they had adhered more to the former, sm4 
made an alliance with England ; for, ihould the 
lung of France, or du^e of Burgundy, march an 
army againft them to recover the country, they 
would have been ailifted* Philip had already in 
his army two hundred engUih archers, who had 
ftolen away from tjieir garrifon at Calais, and were 
paid every week. 

. Philip, to put a better colc^ur on his actions, and 
tq know what they £ud of him in France, refplved 
to fend letters from himfelf and from the country 
of Flanders, to the king of France, humbly en- 
treating the king to take the trouble of bringing 
about a found reconciliation between them and t^e 
earl Mieir lord. He bad no fopner mentioned this 
idea than it was executed; he wrote amicable 
letters to the king of France and to his council, 
which be ordered a monger to carry to France 
and deliver to the king. The meflfenger faid he 
iwpuV) willingly obey, az\d ro4e on with the letters 

until 
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until he came to Senlis, where the king was, to 
whom and td his uncles he gave the letters. 

The king took them, and had them read in the 
prefence of his uncles and council. After they 
had been read and comprehended, the auditors 
burft out into laughter. The meflenger, becaufc 
he had come into the king's prefence without a 
paflfport, was ordered to be arrefted and put into 
prifon, where he remained for upwards of three 
weeks. 

When Philip heard of this, he was very indignant, 
and, having fummoned the captains of the army to 
him, he faid, — * You fee what honour the king of 
France pays to us, after we have fo amicably 
written to him, for which he detains our meffenger. 
We certainly make too many difficuldes in con- 
nefting ourfelves with the Englifh, and may fuffer 
for it. The duke of Burgundy is now in France 
and governs the king jufl as he pleafes, for he ip 
but a child. Do you think that he will leave things 
in their prefent fituation ? Certainly not^ Take 
for example our meflenger, whom he has detained. 
It will therefore be prudent in us to fend to England, 
as well for the general good of Flanders as to fecure 
ourfelves and alarm our enemies, I am defirous,* 
faid Philip, * that we fend thither ten or twelve of 
Dur principal men, that the knowledge of it may 
be carried to Trance, and that the king and his 
council may think we intend to unite ourfelves 
ijvith his adverfary the king of England. But I dp 
pot wifh fuch alliances to be made ifi a hurry, nar 

at 
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at all if we were Hot thus drcumftanced ; tut I 
would that our ambaifadorg (hould demand prI->' 
vately, of the k»ng of England and his council, the 
ixm of two hundred thoufand old crowns, which 
we have a juft right to, and which Jacob von 
Altaveld, my father, and the flates of Flanders, lent 
to the king oiF Engtoid when before Tournay , to pay 
his troops. Let thifcm alfo tell the king of England^ 
his uncles and his counfell6r8,thar the ftates of Flan- 
ders in general, and the chief towns who made this 
loan, demand the repayment of ic; and that when 
this ihall have been done, which the kingbf Eng- 
land is obliged to perform, he and his fubjft;ds (hall 
have free entry into Flanders for the time to come. 
It is much better,' added Philip, ^ that we make ufe 
of what is our own than that foreigners fhould do 
fo; and w« never can have a better opportunity 
than now to get it back again, for the king and 
realm of England will not hefitate to gain the 
gentry, love and alliance of fuch a country as 
Flanders now is : befides, the Englifh have not m 
the whole coait from Bourdeaux to Sluysany port, 
except Calais, Cherbourg and Breil, to gain 
entrance into France. Flanders, therefore, will 
open her ports to them very opportunely ; for 
Brittany, excepting Breft, is quite fhut againft 
t^em, and the duke of Brittany has fworn to be 
a true Frenchman, which, if he were not, he would 
fo become, through love to his coufin-rgerman the 
earl of Flanders.' 

AH who heard him anfwered, that he had well 
(m4 wifely fpoken^ and what he had propofed 

ihould 
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contrary opinion was not a wellwifter to (be prof^ 
perky of Flanders. 

' Philip did not delay executing it ; he wrote o* 
this fubjeft to Peter du Bpis and Peter le Nuitre, 
governors of Bruges, and alfo to thofe of Yprei 
and Courtray, who agreed to his propofaL Qoq 
or two citizens were chofen firon^ the principal 
towns, but from Ghent ffx. Among the ftrfl; 
were Francis Atremen, RafTe de la Verdelle^ IxHiis 
de Vaua:^ fir John Stotelare,'Martin Blondel-Vatre, 
Jacob Bimare and a clerk who had been nommated 
biffaop of Ghent by pope Urban, Mafter John 
d'AIbret, who had been dean of the church of 
our Lady at Tournay, had propofed to make a 
bifhoprick of the town of Ghent, which ihouid 
enjoy th^ profits the biibop of Tournay ought to 
have, 

Wh^ the twelve citizens had received their full 
Iufh-ufiions as to what they were to fay and do, 
they took leave of thdr friends^ departed from the 
£ege Mpf Oudenarde, and continued their journey 
vntil they arrived at Calais. Sir John d'Albrenes"*, 
the governor, received them very politely, when he 
underftood th^y wanted to go to England, and 
provided them with (hips and paflfage-boats. They 
)re|n|tined there only three days, when they em- 
barked, landed at Dover, and purfued their road 
to London. 

At the time this embafly from Flandew arrived 
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^t Lpndqn, the kwg of ]B*gtw«i mih Wf covncil^ 
fir John Mowt^gv^, fir Jpb» ^wlfiy a?i4 fir 

William Beauchamp, were at W^ftpw^fter, pe- 
opled i|i the inv^jlUog fir Per4u?U ^'^^hi^^th with 
the whol^ baropy of Chaijiinont ip Qafcpny^ which 
h^ rcy^rt^ to ^h^ Hing, fpr hfoi <9 4q wUh U w 
Jie pleafed ; and | will tell ypu how Hw h^pp^Bc^l^ 
King JEdwJ^rd, in fpnnc^r time^, h^ givw it to 

fir John Cha^dp^, who hit4 held it 9« Ipng a§ h^ 

liv^ : after his d«tthji he had given it tp fir Thpn^f 
feltpiu Now fir Thp>P4? wa? Ut^ly de?id, wd ths 
hnrony had r^vert^ tP th^ king ^ i^n|^d« U 
was iiQprt)per it fiip^ld long ifm^ without % lord 
who would r^fide pn the fppt ; for it jpin^ the 
Imi^ pf the JLord d'Albreth^ who at that period 
was a loyal Frenchman. The king's (council coor 
fidered th?it fir Perdue^ d'Albreth» having faithr 
fully ferved the kings pf $ngland> Edward, Rich^dp 
^d the prince, as well as the country of the Bourr 
delpis fpr upwards of thirty ye^S} wa^ well delerv- 
jng to have this eftate, which he wp\ild d^fen^ 
dgginft any pne. 

Sir Perducas d'Albreth, OD receiving the in- 
yeftiture of the land$ of Chanmoht (rotn the hand^ 
of the king, in the prefence of the nobles of Epg^ 
k^d, thus addrefled his majefty : ^ 3ire, I take and^ 
receive thisinherit^ce for myfelf and fpr my heirs., 
on jCOAditipn that I and my heirs faithfully ferve 
you againft all mankind^ except againft the houfe of 
Albreth } for agdnft that whence I am fprung, I will 
never n^ake war as Ipn^ ^ my inheritance is left 
^n pe;9^ce/' 

The 
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^ The -king and hia council replied, — * In God's 
name be it fo j' and on thefe terms he was invefted. 
I will now relate what befel this fir Perducas 
d'Albreth. When he was returned to Gafcony 
to take poffeflion of his eftate, and the fenefchal of 
Bourdeaux had given him feifin of the barony, the 
lord d'Albreth was much rejoiced ; for he knew 
his coulin would not make war upon him, and 
that the lands of Albreth and of Chaumont would 
remain in quiet. The lord d* Albreth fhewed much 
irfeftion to his coufin, tor -he expefted that after 
his deceaft he would be put in poffeflion of fuch 
of his caftles as were in the baroiiy of Chaumont. 
But Perducas had not any fuch intentions. It 
chanced that he fell fick y and, when he was lying 
on his death-bed and faw there were no hopes of 
recovery, he fummoned all his vaffals, and calling 
to him a young fquire and good man at arm^^ 
named Perduch *, faid to him ; * I transfer to thee, 
in the prefence of my vaffals, my whole eftate of 
Chaumont. Be therefore a true Englifhman, and 
loyal to the king of England. But I will not 
that againft the houfe of Albreth, whence we 
are fprung, thou fhouldeft ever make war, unlefs 
they commit outrages againft thee.* The fquire 
cheerfully anfwered, * Sir, I willingly accept it on 
thefe terms.' Thus was Perduch d' Albreth lord 
of Chaumont in Gafcony. Sir Perducas died fooii 
after, which is all I know about it. 

'~ ' " *■ ' ■ ■ ■■■ ■• ■'■ ■ ■' ■ 

* S^la calls him * Verduret de la Breth his nephew,' 
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CHAP. XXVI. 

THE A^IBASSADORS FROM GHENT FAIL IN FORMING 
AN ALLIANCE WITH ENGLAND. 

\\rHEN thefe ghent men. were come to London, 
their arrival was foon known, and information 
of it carried to the king and his council, who fent 
to them to know what they wanted. They came 
in a body to the palace of Weftminfter, where they 
were met firft by the duke of Lancafter, the earl of 
Buckingham, the earl of Salifbury and the greater 
part of the council ; but the king was not prefent 
at this firft interview. Thefe ambaffadors having 
made their obeifances to the englifh lords, thebilhop 
elect of Ghent fpoke for them all, faying, *My. 
lords, we are come hither by orders from the town 
of Ghent,.and from all Flanders, to requeft counfel, 
comfort^ and afliftance from the king of England, 
on account of certain articles, and for reafon of 
ancient alliances which fubfifted between England 
and Flanders. We wifh to renew them, as the 
country of Flanders now ftands in need of afliftance, 
being at this moment without a lord. The principal 
towns and the country have chofen a regent, named 
Philip voi> Artaveld, who recommends himfelf 
.particula;rly to the king, and to you all who are of 
bis council. He entreats you to receive this com- 
piendadon in good part ; for if the king ihall wifli 

to 
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to come into Flanders he will find all its ports open^ 
and the country well difpofed towards him, where 
he may repofe and refrefh himfelf and people as 
long a time as he (hall pleafe ; and he may call 
upon Flanders for one hundred thoufand men, all 
armed. We are alfo ordered to requeft from yoii 
the two hundred thoufand old crowns* which 
Jacob voiiArtaveld, and the chief towns of Flanders, 
formerly lent to king Edward, of good memory, 
at the fieges of Tournay and of Calais, and which 
they now defire may be paid back. It is the in* 
tention of the principal towns in Flanders, that 
t)efore any thing further be done in a treaty of 
alliance, this fum be paid down, by which means 
the king of England, and all his fubje£is, may fa^ 
they are friends to the Flemings ; and they ihall 
have free entrance, at their pleafure, into Flanders/ 
When the lords had heard this fpeech and de- 
mand, they looked at each other, and fome bega^ 
to fmile. The duke of Lancafter, addrefling them, 
faid, * My fair lords of Flanders, what you have 
faid requires counfel. Go and return to London, 
and the king will confider your requells, aiid fend 
you fuch anfwers as you fhall be contented with/ 
The ghent men replied, * God will it be fo/ They 
then quitted the council chamber, leaving the lords 
of the council behind, who began to laugh among 
themfelves, and fay, ^ Did you notice thefe Flem- 
ings, and hear the requefts they made f They afk 



♦ Old crowns,— each worth feven fhillings and twopence.— 

GOTORAVE. 

afliftance. 
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affiftance, faying^ they are in vety great want of 
it, and, befides, demand our money. It is by no 
means reaibnable that we Oiould pay^ and alEft 
them into the bargain.' They looked on the 
Flemings as proud and prefumptuous. in thus de-" 
manding a debt of two hundred thoufand old 
crowns of fo very ancient a date lis forty years. 

Nothing could have happened more opportunely 
for the king of France, who was eager to invad6 
Flanders; for if the llemings had been filent re* 
fpe£ting thefe crowns, and had only requefted 
a^ftance from the king of England, he would h^ve 
gone in perfon to Flanders, or would have feat 
thither fuch a powerful force, that the Flemingt 
who were in the field might have refifted the 
greatefl power on the earth. But it fell out ocher^^ 
wife^^ you will hear related in this hiftory. ^ 
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CHAP, xxvn* 

THE MESSENGER WHICH THE GHENT MEN HAD SENT 
TO KING CHARLES OF FRANCE IS DELIVERED FROM 
PRISON.-^SOMB PRISONERS FROM TOURNAV AMQ 
COURTRAY ARE EXCHANGED FOR EACH OTHER. 

JNT£LLIG£NCE was carried to the king*8 

council hi France, that PhiUp von Artaveldi 

and the country of Flanders, had fent ambaffadors 

to England to form an alliance. And it was eomf 
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thonly reported .that the king of England, with a 
large army, was about to come this feafon to Flan- 
ders, and that he would fix its quarters at Ghent. 
This news was very probable, for it was to be 
fuppofcd the Flemings would ftrengthen thcmfelves 
by fome tneans or other. 

It was then thought proper to liberate the 
meffenger of Philip* Indeed, to fay the truth, 
they had not any right to imprifon him. He was 
therefore fet at liberty, and fent to Oudenarde 
where the army lay. 

At this time the citizens of Bruges had feized 
and imprifoned fome from Tournay. ^ The Flem- 
ings fhewed by this that they were indifferent as to 
war or peace with the French. Thofe of Tournay, 
in return, captured fome citizens of Courtray, 
whom they carried away prifoners to their town* 
Thus was the hatred increafed between the men of 
Tournay and the Flemings. 

The lords of Tournay, however, who wifhed not 
to make war on the Flemings, their neighbours, on 
their own account, without receiving orders from 
the king of France, refolved to fend two of their 
citizens to Philip von Artaveld to make up matters 
between them, fo that they might recover their 
townfmen who were prifoners, and render back, in 
exchange, thofe whom they had taken. John 
Bon Enfant and John Picard were chofen to go on 
this bufinefs. They went to the fiege before 
Oudenarde, and fpoke with Philip, who, in honour 
of the city of Tournay, and not out of any refped 
,, to the kj^ig of France^ as he told them, received 

them 
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them.. very .amkiably: Sot the kix^ had.Bot.ufedl 
him nor the couiar5ix)f Flanders well, when fee 
had imprifoned a meflenger whom he had feat to 
him on friendly terms. 7 . / 

*Sir,' replied the two citizens, * you have re- 
xeived back your meflenger/ -*That is true,*-faid 
Philip ; ' but it was more through, fear than othecr 
wife. Now tell me/ added Philip, ^ what bufinefe 
has brought you hither?' 'Sir/ anfwered the 
citizens, * it is to have back our townlmeri who arp 
imprifoned at Bruges/ ' Ha,' replied Philip, , * if 
they are detained, you have alfo imprifoned fome 
from Courtray. You muft not lofe any thing for 
this journey, fo do you return our men, and you 
fhall have yours.' 

The men from Tournay anfwered, 'You fay 
well, and we will cheerfully confent to it/ The 
agreement was inftantly made, and Philip von 
Artaveld wrote to Peter du Bois and to Peter le 
,Nuitre, .who refxded in Bruges, to deliver up the 
citizens qf Tournay whom they had thrown into 
prifon; and that they would have in exchange 
thofe who had been detained from Courtray ; for 
he declared the city of Tournay had written to 
requeft it. 

Wheh they took their leave, Philip thus fpoke 
to them, — * Gentlemen, mind my words : I do not 
wi(h to betray you; you are from the town of 
Tournay, which is a dependance on the Idng of 
.France, with whom we will not enter into any 
treaty, until Dendremonde and Oudenarde fliall 
be* furrendered to us. Do not therefor^ come 

hither 
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ikhci agAift, ftt thofe t^hb dd \rill bft dctafirtd. 
Advife yout couiitrymeft aAd tterchants nbt to piifs 
thfdxigh It'lattdersj for ^^ trdl kftbw, thkt the 
king of France, your lord, will. make war on us, 
ibr whith ^e ar* prepared.' 

TrhdTe citi^eetis of Toufhay, after having heard 
this fpeech, feturned tb Toutnay to telate all that 
h^d paifed. A proelam^tion was made, that no 
6ne fliduid have ahy intetebllrfe or dealings with 
thfe Flemings, without hlcufrittg the indignation of 
the king. The dtizetts of Tourtiay, who had been 
imprifoned at Bruges, retutned ; and thofe from 
Oburtrky were fent b^tk.' They dated not deal 
opeAly with the Blettuttgs ; but, when they wanted 

any merchandife from Flanders, they applied to 
Valenciennes; for thofe of Brabaftt, Hbltend, 
Hainault, Zealand And Liege, might trtivel and 
c^ry on their commerce thfough all Plandets With 
perfeQ: fecurity. 

The fiege of Oudenarde (till went bn in the 
fame manner. Philip and his ghent men were 
encamped dn the hill of Oudenarde, on the llde of 
Hainault, where they had planted bombardes^ 
cannons, and large inachines5 whieh tnade Tuch a 
noife when fired that they could be heard upwards 
of fix leagues. Neaf them, but below, on the 
banks of the Scheld, were encamped thofe from 
Bruges, as you afcend the rivef by the gate of 
Bruges. Thofe of Poperingue, Ypres, Caffel and 
the Franconate, were quattered near them, fo that 
they furrounded the toWn completely* 

Oudenarde being thus fuirounded, the Flemings 

thought 



thought they fiiould ftarve thofe within it; but the 
garrifon made frequent fallies, in which fometimes 
they gained the advantage, and at others loft it, as 
in fuch cafes muft happen. However, there were 
not any attempts made to ftorm it. Philip would 
not rafhly rifk the lives of his men, and faid he 
would have it otherwife than by ftorm ; and that it 
could not hold out much longer, (ince there was 
not a poffibility of its being i:einfbrced. A bird 
could fcarcely fly into Oudenarde without being 
feen by the befieging army, fo completely was it 
invefted on all fides. 



CHAP. IXVIIL 

KINO CHARLES ORDERS COMMISSIONERS TO ENTER 
INTO CERTAIN TREATIES WITH THE FLEMINGS.—- 
THEIR MESSENGERS ARE IMPRISONED AT THE 
MOMENT THEY DEMANDED PASSPORTS. 

\J\r^ will now return to the king of France. His 
uncles and council thought it prudent to 
fend to Tournay fome knights and prelates of the 
realm to tr^t with the Flemings, and to leam 
more clearly their intentions. They . therefore 
ordered fir Milles de Dormans bifhop of Beauvis, 
the bilhop of Auxerre, the bifhop of Laon, fir Guy 
dc Harcourt and fir Triftan du Bois, to Tournay 
as commiffioners from the king of France^ where 
Vol. VI. L they 
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tbff fow4 JpHn Bon ijifant fUid Joktt Fic^d, juft 
rctume4 £roR^ (h^ Aege of Oudeiisirde* T^7 told 
t^fi? coimmiiliQner^ that Philip von Artaveld had 
dacl4re4 to them, on taking leave, that the Flem^ 
i^^ <\rould never enter into a^y treaty until Oii- 
4^mr4€ and Dendremoi^de were in their power^ 

^ 'V^TcU,' replied the commiffipners, * Philip, with 
4U his pride and prefumption, of which he has 
epAUgb, is not mafter of a,ll the great towns in 
FUcL^r^. We will therefore write to Qhent, 
B^ug^, and Ypres, and fend to each town letters 
by a meflenger. We muft enter on this Ip\ifinefs 
by fome means or other.' 

The commiflioners wrote letters to the three 
principal towns in Flanders, and direfted them to 
Philip von Artaveld as the chief leader. Thefe 
letters contjained <is follows : 

* To Philip von Artaveld and his companions, 
^d to the good people of the three towns of 
glanders and the Franconate of Bruges. May it 
pleafe yoa to know, that the king of France has 
fent us hither with the good intentions of eflabliih-» 
ing a peace, as lord paramount, between the noble 
lard of Flanders, his coufin, and the commonalty 
of Flanders. Public report fays, that you feek to 
form an alliance with the king of England and the 
EngKfh; which will be unreafonable, and prejiu 
dicial to the kingdom of France, and which the 
King declares he will not fuSer. We therefore 
entreat you, in the king's name, to fends us paiT* 
pprts, that we may endeavour to bring this peace to 
agood and foUd conclufion^ for which the king wilt* 

thank 



147 

t&ankyoiu Y(m irfll wrlti ua w(}rd trhftt irft yotfib 
intentions, and fnAj th^ Lord keep you. Written 
at Tournay the fiKteemh day of the monrh df 
Oaober' (1383.) 

When thefe three letters, ^hkh cotitsdm^l the 
fime words, were written and fealed, they gave 
them to three men, to carry to Ghent, to BtugeH 
and to Ypres, and to bring back the anfwers* 
They replied, they would bring back an anfwer, if 
they could get one, and then departed, each follow* 
ing the road to the town he was fent to. 

By accident, Philip happened to be at Ghent the 
day the meflenger arrived with his letter; for 
otherwife thofe of Ghent would not have opened 
it in his abfence. When he had read it, he did 
nothing but. laugh, and fet out foon after from 
Ghent, on his return to Oudetiarde, carrying the 
letter with him ; but the meflenger remained ia 
^rifon at Ghent. 

When arrived at Oudenarde, he called to hint 
the lord de Harzelles and others of his companions! : 
having read to them the letter from die commift 
fioners, he faid, — ^ I think thefe french people wifft 
to make a mockery of me and the couiltry df 
Flanders. 1 told the citiisens of ToixMay, wfaea 
they were here the day before ycfterday, that I 
would not liften to any propofals from Franee^iiot 
enter into any treaty which they zhight oSkff uAtii 
Oudenarde and Dendiremonde' vittt fiirrehdered 
to us/ At thefd WY^rds-, news' eam^ ft6vii the 
governors of Bruges and Vpres, that they' had aUb 
ireerived l^ers^ iti that the mei&ngers^ lArho laiji 

L % brought 
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brought thefe letters were detained and lodged in 
the town-prifons. ^ This is well done,' continued 
Philip. He then examined the letters for a while, 
and faid that he would write himfelf to the french 
commiflioners. He did fo, in confequence, and s^d- 
drefled them ' To the very noble and difcreet lords 
the commifGoners from France/ 



CHAP. XXIX. 

THE ANSWER OP THILIP VON ARTAVELD TO THE 
FRExVCH COMMISSIONERS, WHiCH HE SENT BT A 
PRISONER OF WAR FROM OUDENARDK. 

•TTERY dear and potent lords, may it pleafe 
yop, in your noble difcretion, to knov'^ that 
we have received very amicably the letters fent to 
us by- the mod excellent lord Charles king of 
France, informing us that your very noble lordfliips 
are come by his orders into thefe parts, to negotiate 
a peace between us and the moft noble prince my 
lord of Flanders and the country of Flanders, and 
that the king aforefaid and his council have au- 
thority to bring it to a conclufion, as the citizens 
of Tournay, our dear and good friends, teftify ta 
tis by letters patent which we have fecn. Now, 
fince the king writes to us, that he is much dif^ 
pleafed^ that thefe difcords have fo long continued 

and 
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and ftill exift, we are much furprifed that he (hould 
treat them fo lightly, as in former times, when the 
town of Ghent had befieged that of Oudenarde^ 
we, by the unanimous confent of the thriee great 
towns of Flanders, wrote to him, as to our fovereign 
lord, tp requeft that be would make peace with us ; 
but at that time he did not feem fo willing to do 
what at this moment he is fo defirous of. 

*We have*alfo received letters patent to fay, 
that twice you have written to us, and that you 
have come twice hither commiffioned by the king 
aforefaid, as is declared in thefe letters patent. 
But it feems to us, that in our anfwers, which we 
have fent, we have clearly explained our intendon 
refpefting a treaty, which is, that we are refolved 
no treaty (hall be entered into by us and the country 
of Flanders, until thofe towns and fortrefles which 
are (hut againft the towns and country of Flanders, 
and particularly and exprefsly againft the good 
town of Ghent, of which we are regent, (hall be 
thrown open to the will of us the regent and the 
good town o^ Ghent ; and, if this be not done as 
a preliminary, we (hall not treat in the manner 
you requeft. For it feems to us, that the king, 
according to you, means to affemble a large army 
to aflift his cou(in our lord. We know and feel 
that there are double dealings going forwards at 
this time, as was the cafe formerly. Our intention 
therefore is, to be on fure ground and prepared 
for our defence j for, if it (hould fall out as we 
expeO:, he will find our army ready to defend us 
againft our enemies j and we hope, through God's 

aftiftancei 
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^mft^c^t to b^ ^s fortunate as formerly in gaining 
4 vi£^ory. 

* With regard to what you fay of public rumour, 
t}ut we, or fome of our countrymen, have fought 
9A s^lliance with the king of England, and that we 
^e to be aided from thence ; it is a truth that we 
^re fubjefts of the crown of France, and that the 
king is our lord paramount, to whom we are 
bounden in allegiance. This we ever have per? 
formed. And even in thefe lad days we fent him 
eur letter^, as to our fovereign lord, to entreat 
he would conclude a peace, to which he not only 
ipade no reply, but detained and imprifoned our 
meffenger. This feems to us a blamable condud 
in fuch ^ lord, and ftill greater in him, for we 
wrote to him as to our lord paramount, and he 
never condefcended to. fend us any anfwer. Since 
therefore he has thus a£led, we thought ourfelves 
juftii^d in feeking a^antage for the country of 
FlaAders from whatever peifons we pleafed, which 
has been^ tAie cwk of the embaify to England,, but 
nothing hJDherto has been concluded. The king 
m^y not t]iiere£o]^e be too late, provided aU the 
Arong places fiaU be. laid open to us. Notwith>- 
ftanding, w-e had forbidden thofe of Tournay, the 
laH time they came to pur army, in future to dare 
to carry sgiy letters or verbal meffage, without 
jwper paffports ; yet letters and meflages have 
been carried to Bruges and Ghent; for which 
reafon we have impriibned the meiTengers, and we 
will teach them not to carry fuch letters, that 
others may take warning from their example. We 

know 
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know well that you are feekiftg to four diflefifiafti 
among us^ and efpecially againft tiie, Philip t6A 
Attaveld, (whom God guard and prfeferve) ahjji 
that you t^i{h to ftir up treafon where at tliil 
moment there is peace. We therefore wilrA yoH 
fldt to continue fuch ptaftices, until the before 

■ 

ilieiirioned towns be opened unto us, whiehj wlfH 
God's help, they fhall fliortly be, and to whoft 
Jiroteftion we coriimend you. 

* Written before Oudenarde the aoth day df 
Oftober, in the year 1382, Philip Ton Artar^Id 
regent of Flanders.* 

When Philip had written the above^ in the pt6i 
tsnte of his council, they thought it could not be 
amended, and fealed it. They then confidered to 
whom they fhould give it to carry. Philip afkedi 
* Have we no prifoners from Oudenarde V * Yes,' 
they replied, * we have a varlet who was bikeli 
yeftetday in a (kirmifli, who is from Artois.* * Send 
for him hither.' On his coming, Philip faid, 
^ Thou art my prifoner, and I may, if I choofe, 
put thee inftantly to death, but thou iiaft had s 
tiafrrow efcape ; fo^ fnice thou art here thoti ffiah 
have thy liberty, on condition that thou pledge thy 
troth to carry thefe letters to Toumay, and deKver 
them into the hands of the king's counfellors 
whom thou wilt find there.' 

The varlet was never fo happy in his life as 
when he was promifed his liberty, for he confidered 
his death as certain, and replied, ^I fwear, my 
lord, on my troth, that I will carry thenx whither- 

focvCT 



152 

Ibever you pleafe, were it to hell.* Philip, burfting 
out into laughter, faid, * Thou haA well fpoken.' 
He ordered two crowns to be given to him, and 
had him efcorted out of the camp, and put in 
the road to Tournay. 

When he arrived at Tournay they fhewed him 
the hotel of the bifhop of Laon, whither he went, 
and, falling on his knees, pundually delivered his 
meflage to the hifhop. They aiked him news of 
Oudenarde and of the befieging army, when he 
told them all he knew. He was invited to dinner, 
and was, during dinner-time, clofely queftioned by 
the attendants of the bifhop. The bifhop of Laon 
went away, being unwilling to open the letters 
without his companions. When the three bifhops 
and the knights were afTembled they opened the 
letters, read them attentively, and confidered them 
maturely. They then delivered their fentiments^ 
faying ; 'This Philip von Artaveld feemeth full of 
pride and prefumption, and little loves the royal 
majefly of Frjmce/ Having confulted together, 
they added ; ' The provofls, jurats and council of 
Tournay know that we have Tent to Philip and the 
towns of Flanders : it is jufl they fhould learn the 
anfwer Philip has fent us.* 

They fent for the provofl, had the town-hall 
opened, and founded the bell which called the 
council together. When they were all afTembled, 
' they read to them the letters they had received. 
The wifeft were aflonifhed at the prefumptuous 
exprefTions they contained, it was refolved that 

copies 
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copies of thefe letters fliould remiin at Toumay. 
The council then broke up, and every man returned 
to his home. 



CHAP. XXX. 

PHILIP VON ARTAVELD WRITES AFFECTEDLY CIVIL 
LETTERS TO TOURNAY. — THE FRENCH COMMIS* 
SIONERS RETURN TO THE KING. 

TpHILIP continued with the army before Ouden^i 
arde, as you have before heard. He did not 
repent having fent fuch harfli and pointed anfwers 
to the commiffioners of the king of France, but 
was forry he had not written cajoling letters of 
civility to the provoft and jurats of Tournay, pre- 
tending to fhew them honour, though he had very 
little refpect for them ; for he was not willing to 
increafe the hatred and ill will they bore him. 

Philip therefore wrote in manner and form fol- 
lowing : the fuperfcription was, * To our honour- 
able, wife and good friends, the provoft and jurats 
of the good town of Tournay. 

* Very dear and good friends, may it pleafe you 
to know that we have received your letters, wherein 
mention is made of the two citizens of your town, ill 
intentioned carriers of letters to Ghent and Bruges, 
from the commifSoners of the king of France, who 
have been arrefted and detained by us, and whom 

you 
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you entreat to be fet at liberty j by which means 
the love and affection (which^ through Ood*s grace, 
fubfifls between us) may be continued uninterrupt^ 
between you and the country of Flanders. This 
love, very dear friends, does not appear to us to be 
very great ; for we have received information that 
the king of France, the dukes of Burgundy and 
Brittany are affembling their forces to come to the 
affiftance of my lord, the earl, againit the country 
of Flanders, to regain that country, and to fight 
with us, notwithftanding the letters which they 
have fent us to treat of pe?ice and concord,, which 
to us does not feem to be a conduft becoming fuch 
perfons ; and for which reafon we arc upoii diJr 
guard, and (hall continue fo henceforth day and 
lught. With refped to the prifoners, your townf- 
men, we fhall detain them until we know for a 
certainty the truth of this affembling of forces, and 
until it fhall pleafe us to fet them At liberty. You 
know, that when your citizens were lately in 
Flanders feeking peace, it was then ordered that 
no perfon whatever (hould bring meffages or letters 
without a proper paffport. This however is what 
the lords commiflioners, being with you, have 
done, in order to excite difcord and diffenfions in 
the country. We therefore entreat of you, dear 
friends, that you will not in future fend any of 
your citizens or townfmen to Flanders by order of 
thefc commiflioners. But if there Ihould be any 
thing that we can do, affefting your town or its 
. citi2sen8, we will attend to it in the fame mannef 
aa we ihould wiih our ^ffaira might be attended 

to 
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to by yoQ, in yrhotn we haTo the greateft confidence^ 
fuch as good neighbours ought to liave for one 
another. And it is the general intention of all 
Flanders, that merchants and mercbandife pafs 
iafely from country to country, without fuffering 
the fmalleft injury. May God take you into his 
holy keeping ! 

* Written at our army the aid day of Odober^ 
in the year 1382, Philip von Artaveld regent of 
Flanders.' 

Three days after the firft letter had been fent to the 
commiffioners from France, and while thefe lords 
were aflembled in council in the hall, this fecond 
letter was brought by a varlet from Douay, who 
laid, that thofe who were before Oudenarde had 
Cent it to them. It was carried to the hall where 
the ^ommiiEoners were, and read and confidered 
at leifure. At length the commiiHoners replied to 
thofe of Tournay, who requefted their advice on 
tlus occafion ; ^ Gentlemen, we would advife you 
not to have any acquaintance or dealings with the 
Flemings, for you will not be thanked for it in 
France. Neither receive nor open any letters 
which may come from them ; for, if it ihould be 
IpiowB in the king's council that you do fo, you will 
be blamed, and fufier for it. Affairs will not long 
remain in the flate they are now in.' Thofe of 
Toumay anfwered, ^They would follow this advice^ 
and, if it pleafed God, they would never do any 
thing to deferve a reprimand.' 

The french commiffioners (laid but three days 

longer at Toomay, when they fet out on their 
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return to the king, whom they found at Peronne, 
and his three imcles, the dukes of Berry, Burgundy 
and Bourbon with him. 



CHAP. XXXL 

KING CHARLES, AFTKR HEARING THE REPORT OF HIS 
COMMISSIONERS, AT THE INSTIGATION OF THE 
EARL OF FLANDEr.S WHO WAS PRESENT, ASSEMBLES 

HIS ARMY IN ARTOIS AGAINST THE FLEMINGS. 

PHILIP VON ARTAVELD GUARDS THE PASSES INTO 
FLANDERS. 

TPHE day before the return of the commiffioners, 
the earl of Flanders arrived at Peronne^ to lay 
his affairs before the king and council, and to do 
homage for the county of Artois, which he was 
bounden to do and had not performed (ince the 
deceafe of his mother, who had died this year. On 
the arrival of the commiffioners, the councH was 
affembled in the prefence of the young king, when 
the letters before mentioned were read ; that of 
Philip to them, and the one he had fent to Tournay. 
They confidered them in an unfavourable light, 
and declared that fuch pride and prefumption in 
Flanders ought not to be fufFered. 

The earl of Flanders was not, as may be fup. 
pofed, difpleafed on hearing this "i he therefore laid 
his grievances before the king and counqil very 
opportunely, when they were heard and attended to 

with 
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with pleafure. The king was advifed to make the 
following anfwer : * Earl of Flanders, you will re- 
turn to Artois ; and in a ihort time we will ourfelf 
be at Arras, where you will perform your duty in 
the prefence of the peers of France. I cannot 
better ihew you that I make the quarrel my own, 
than by my intention to march againfl our ene- 
mies.' 

The earl was fatisfied with this anfwer. Three 
days afterwards, he left Peronne, and, returning 
towards Artois, came to Hedin. But the king of 
France, like one who was defirous of marching to 
Flanders to abafe the pride of the Flemings, as his 
predeceflbrs had formerly done, fet his fecretaries 
at work, and fent his letters and fummons by 
meifengers to all parts of his kingdom, ordering 
every one to haften to Arras without delay, ac- 
coutred each, according to his rank, in the bed 
manner he was able ; for, if it were God's pleafure, 
he was determined to fight the Flemings in their 
own country. 

No lord of his realm difobeyed, but all fent 
orders to their vaflals, and marched from the moft 
diftant countries, fuch as Auvergne, Rouergue, 
Touloufain, Gafcony, Poitou, Limoufin, Saintongc 
and Brittany : others came from the Bourbonois, 
Forefs, Burgundy, Dauphine, Savoy, Bar and Lor- 
raine, and from all parts of France and its de- 
pendencies, to Arras. 

The affemblage of fuch numbers of men at arms 
was a wonderfully beautiful fight. The earl of 
Flandets refided at H£din, and heard daily from 

the 



the king of Franc^e and the duke of Burgundy of 
the great levies which were making, and in confix 
quence iiTiied a proclamation throughout Artois^* 
forbidding any oney under pain of lofing his life 
ind fortune, to withdraw any thing whatever from 
houfe, fortrefs or town ; for he was defirous that 
the men at arms who were marching to Artoit 
Ihould have the advantage df being ferved with 
whatever was in the low countries. 

The king of France came into Artois, when 
he remained* Men at arms came to him from sdt 
quarters, and fo handfomely equipped it was a fine 
fight to fee : they quartered themielvet as ttkej 
arrived in the plains, and found all the bams qaite 
fiiU and well furnifhed. 

The earl of Flanders came to ArraSj which 
greatly pleafed the king and hid lords : he per« 
formed his homage in the prefence of thole peers 
who were there, for the coutity of Artois, and the 
king accepted him as his vaflaL His majefty then 
addreffed him, faying, — 'Fair coufin, if it pleafe 
God and St. Denis, we will reftore you toyour 
inheritance of Flanders, and will abate the pride 
of Philip von Artaveld and the Flemings fo ef* 
fiscally that they ihall never again have it in their 
pgwer to rebel/ 

* My lord,' replied the earl, ' I have full con- 
fidence in it ; and you will acquire fuch honour 
and glory that as long as the world lafls you will 
be praifed, for certainly the pride of the Flemings 
it very great.' 

Bhilipi whilil at the fiege of Oudenarde, waf 

informed 
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nformed of every thing, and that the king of 
^rwce was marching a large army againft him^ 
hough he pretended not lo believe it, and faid to 
lis people,-^* By what nieans does this young 
dug think to enter Flanders ? He is as yet too 
^oung by a year to imagine he can frighten ui by 
Mfi aflembling an army* I will have the entrances 
b well guarded that it fliall not be in their power 
fpr this year to crofs the river Lis.* . 

He fent to Ghent for the lord de Harzellei* 
On his arrival, he faid to him, — ^Lord de HarzelleSt 
you hear how the king of France is maliing pre« 
parations to deftroy us. We mufl have a council 
oft this fubje^. You ihall remain here, and I will 
go tP Bruges to learn furer intelligence, and to 
9i\CQWrage the citizens of the principal towns. 1 
will s^fo eilablifh fuch garrifons on the river Lis^ 
and at the chief paiTes, that the French (haU not 
be s^ble to advance through them*' 

The lord de Harzclles having aflented to this^ 
Philip left the iiege, and took the road towards 
^ug^s. He travelled like a lord, having his di& 
ptpiyed pennon borne before him, blazoned with 
his arms : which were three hats urgent on a field 
0^ble. On his arrival at Bruges, he found Peter 
dyi Bois and Peter le Nuitre, the governors oS 
Bruges } and having informed the^n, that the king 
of France was marching towards Flanders with a 
large army, and that it was neceflary to provide 
a remedy by guarding the pafles, he added, — * You, 
Peter du Bois, muft go to the pafs of Commines, to 
guard the river} and you^ Peter le Nuitre, will 

defend 
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defend the bridge of Waraetori : you will break 
down all the bridges on the river as far as la Gerge^ 
Hafelles^ Meureville and Courtray, by which means 
the French will not be able to pafs. I will myfelf 
go to Ypres, to encourage them, and to remonflrate 
wbh them^ that as we are all united in one com- 
mon caufe, none fhould fail or hefitate to perform 
what we have fworn to do. It is not in the power 
of the king of France, nor thefe Frenchmen, to 
crofs the river Lis and enter Flanders, provided the 
pafles be well guarded, for they mufl follow the 
courfe of the river to fcek for a paffage/ 

The two Peters replied, ^ Philip, you fpeak well, 
and we will obey what you have ordered. But 
have you had any news from our people in Eng- 
land ?* ' No, by my troth,' faid Philip, * which I 
much wonder at. The parliament is fitting at 
London, and very fhortly we muft receive intel- 
ligence from them. The king of France cannot 
make fuch hade, but we (hall have received fuccours 
from England^ before they can do us much harm. 
I hope the king of England has iflfued his fummons, 
and that the Englifh will arrive here fome night 
before we are aware.' 

Thus did thefe companions difcourfe together^ 
who held all Flanders under their obedience, 
cept Dendremonde and Oudenarde. 
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CHAP. xxxn. 

\ t 

I 

BfiVfeRAL KNIGHTS OP THE PARTY OF THE EARL OF 
FLANDERS, HAVINO PASSED PONT-AMENIN, ARE 
DEFEATEl) AND KILLED ON tHEIR ATTEMPT TO 
REPASS IT, THE FLEMINGS HAVING BAOKEN D^WN 

THE BRIDGE. PHILlP, HEARTING THIS NEWS T^HBN 

AT YPRES, MAKES USE OF IT TO ENCOURAGE THE 
' INHABITANTS. 

l^jJI^HILST thefc preparations were going forward^ 
and during the refidence of the king of 
France at Arras, great bodies of men at arms were 
.IklTembling in the Tournefis, Artois, and caftlewick 
of Lille and its neighbourhood. Some knights 
'and fquircs, who refided at Lille and thereabout, 
refolved to perform feats of arms that fhould gain 
them renown,^ chiefly through the exhortations of 
iihe Hafe dc Flandres. 

TJiey colleded about fix fcore knights and 

fquires, and crofled the river Lis at Pont-Amenin, 

* \4iidi was not then broken down, two Idlagues 

'*frcm Lille. They rode for the town of H^rle, 

which they furpi^fed ; and, after flaying many in 

Ae town and environs, they drove the remainder 

out of the town. Their cries were heard in the 

neighbouring villages ) the inhabitants Oi which 
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founded their alarm bells, and matched towards 
Rarle and Pont-Amenin, whence the cries feemed 
to come. 

When the Hafe, fir John Jumont, the conftable dc 
Vuillbn, fir Henry Duffle, and the other knights and 
fquires, had fiifficiently alarmed the country, they 
thought it was time for them to retreat, and fet out 
on their return, intending to repafs the bridge^ but 
they found it ftrongly occupied by Flemings, who 
were bufily employed in deftroying it ; and, when 
they had broken down any parts, they covered 
them with fl:raw, that the mifchief might not be 
perceived. 

The knights and fquires at this moment arrived, 
mounted oh the beft of horfes, and found upwards 
of two thoufand peafants drawn up in a body with- 
out the town, prepared to advance upon thenl. 
The gentlemen, on feeing this, formed, and having 
fixed their lances on their refts, thofe beft rtountcd 
V inftantly charged this body of peafants, with loud 
fliouts; The Flemings opened their ranks through 
fear, but others fay through malice j for they well 
knew the bridge would not bear them j and they 
faid among thenifelves, *Let us make way for 
them, and we fhall foon fee fine fport.* 

The Hafe de Flandres, and his companions, 
defirbus to get away, for any further ftay would 
be againft them, galloped fbr the bridge, which 
was now too weak to bear any great weight : how- 
ever the Hafe, and fbme others, had the courage 
and good luck to pafs over : they might be about 

; . thirty: 
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tklrty : buty as others were Coilowihgf the btid^ 
brok^ down under them. Horfes and riders were 

m 

oyeithrown, and both perifhcd together. 
. Thofe behmdf feeing this misfiof tune^ trere 
thunderftruck, and knew not whither to &f to 
lave themfelves. Some leaped into the river, in* 
tending to fwim, but they Were not able thus to 
efcape« The river was deep, and the banks fo 
high and fteep that the horfes could not land* 
Great ilaughter enfued; for the Flemings fell upon 
them and killed diem eafily, and without pity. 
They made feveral leap into the water, and they 
were drowned* 

Sir John de Jumont narrowly efcaped, for the 
l^ridge broke under him, but, by great agility of 
body, he faved himfelf : he was, however, badly 
wounded 0^ the head and body by arrows, and it 
was fix weeks before he recovered. At this un« 
£»rtipinate a^on were killed, the conftables de 
Vuillon, de Bouchars, de St. Hilaire, and more 
frowned : fir Henry Duffle was flain. Including 
drpwned and killed, there were upwards of fixty $ 
994 very fortimate were thofe who efcaped* Great 
numbers returned wounded from this cnterprife* 
f News was carried to the lords of France at 
^rras, of their countrymen having lofl the day ; 
9^d ^at the Hsife de Flandres had conduced this 
foolifh expedition. , He was pitied by fome, but b|r 
others not. Thofe who had been mofl accuftomid 
to arpis faid, they had ad;ed ill, to crols a river 
that was not fordable, attack a large town and 
tfitfr an eneny's country, and return the way they 
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the bridge; iasmA nbl. an emer{iUfe plamhed by 
prudent menut wnnfe, vrbio wevik'd^flrous of iVKt[5dft^ 
bm^ iinceirtfaey planinied dieiit eikt&^^Q toiih fo 
mticfa fdf-fttfEciaicy^ they Md iufferfed ftciik ^ 

ciThis afikir pafled xifF, add ixds (bbn fe^gt^effl. 
Shilip idteparted from Btugts' and camfe to Ypre^ 
wlisere lie *is tnoft jon^frtHy deceived. Peter du 
Boh v^erit tx> Conimoles^ Vhbre all the mhabkffiitis^- 
of the "flat icouhtry were afiemblekl, aikd ififtaml^ 
laifs^xi his .preparations for defence, foofening thi 
planks of the bridge, fo that, if th^ 4¥criild be 
octefioJi, 'it'xroiild iiranediatfely iye ptillei Yiovrh: 
but iie ^«wis nmwilKng totally tfo tidftroy the bridge^' 
left the inhabftants of the :Btd|}adeM #at Counby 
sfii^ht fafferi^^who daily croffddit wMi thdit >€G[I1^ 
m Proves, to pliKx: themin^greatb- lec^krity on tfaiK 
fide of tlBsiiiB. The whole countfry "ms 4b ttMcK 
covered with ihem it ifras ^mafrvdlotiB -to fee* - * «^ 
'The day Philip von ArtialvifM tatilfe to ¥|A^ 
ae^ Arrived of the defeat of theSft'feii<ih bt f^i^ 
Amehin^' and that 'theH^e^h^ W^h iok^rllfliiakSK 
Philip wa^ mightily Tej<rfted ut thte, tifttt fl^-«%fi 
afitiil©, 1:6 esicourage thofe nfeai-^^^* By^thfe ^ce 
cf&c^i aMthe jtift eaafe we l^e'tssijga^d^iiv i| 
will Wl end To ; ^nd neVef flulH Am tdiig, W ^^ 
^ti\d bt<ib fb6UiHly ^dvifed t6 (c¥^ -^ ^ 

tetirn'«gain'toFfan<*fe/' ' .1' / 

v.1?hiiip 'was five ddys in Y^rgsj 'knA «aftftglial 
fife pe(^fe ^ the t)pen-lh&rkiet^ee, f2><ene0ui^^ 
fl^ih':^»id'^ U kl^ ih^tn ft^^ ^d'/mSk ^^^ 
tiJx • - *'i ments^ 
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i^eBth telling thqa that tbe king of Fnuue m* 
ooiniiigito deftray them wuhout the 'leaft fhadtnr 
of right! * Good peof^e,' .bid PhiHpt'f ^ not he 
alanned if he fhould march againfl: us ; for he will 
never be able to crofs the river Lis, as I have had 
all the pafTes welLgBavded, and have ordered Peter 
du Bois to Commines with a large body of men : 
he is a loyal man« and one who loves the honour 
of Flanders; and-^eter- leNuitre 1 have fent to 
Wameton ; all the other bridges on the Lis are 
bit)k& down, and ther6^ i^ neither pafs nor ford 
which'they can crofs but at thefe'two 'ttiwns. I 
have alfo heard from our fri^ils Vfidm' ^e fent 

t9T]Eingi^()r ^. ^ ^°7i ^Ipi^ ^^ ^U '|^?'^§ '^9'^ 

j}4sr^tc |ucpours ^pm tnenpe, as'we luve'mftae 
9 j^rcipg alUan^^ yith them. Keep up^ m^efore. 
yjtl^tly your hopes, for' out honour Ihall '^ un- 
fullied I and ob^cve punt^ually what jpu nafC 
promife^ and fworn to us in the good town of 
0henC, which has pad fuch'|rojitle an^ 
t9 maintain the rigpti and Fraijcnifes of Fjan'der*. 
Npw, let all thol£ jyho arp deterjniiiiKr to_ rgmam 
$ead]r (p the cauj^j accof dujig to ^the . oalq they 
$9ok, gallanily lift up thdr |ihaniisj:o heaven' as a 
^^en of loyally.' '_ ■ ' ,. 

At thefe wor^s all jwho wre,iQ the market-place, 
juici who had heard the foeech^'held up their pand^ 
as a figij of ^eir loyalty, ' After this Phijip de- 
fcendeS from the fcaffold on which he had ha- 
latigued, and returned to his houfe, where he re- 
' mained the whole day. On the morrow he and 
his attendanu mounted their horfes and vent ,to* 
wards 
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wirds Ondenarde^ where the fiege was Aill ^oing 
•n, iiotwithftanding the news of the French ; but 
on paifing through Courtray he refted two days* 
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: CHAP, xxxm. 

THE ORDER OF THE FRENCH ARMY IN ITS MARCH T.a 
FLANDERS, AFTER THEY HAD HEARb THE ARID6ES 
WERE BROKEN AND GUARDED. 

T\rE will for a while leave Philip von Artavcld^ 
and fpeak of the young king of France who 
refided at Arras^ and who, as he fhewed, had a 
great defire to enter Flanders, to lower the pride 
oi the JE^emings; a9d was daily increaiing his 
army, by the arrival of mei^ at . arms from all 
quarters* 'After the king had tan'ie4 eight days at 
Arras, tie went to Lens, in Artois *, where he (laid 
two days.' On the third day of November he de« 
parted and came to Seclinf, where he halted. A 
council was held, in the prefence of the conftable 
of France, the marfhals of France, Burgundy and 
Flanders, to confider how they ihould proceed; 
for the common report in the army was the im« 
poflibility to enter Flanders in cafe die pafles of the 

^ Lens^ a town in Artois on the Souchets, fotir leagues from 
Bethune. 
^ Sedin^ an ancient town in Flanders^ 'near Lille. 

river 
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rhrer fliould be ftrongly guarded. It rained, befidcs^ 
at this time continually, and was fo exceedingly 
cold that they could not advance. Som? of die ' 
wifeft faid it was wrong to undertake fuch an' 
expedition at this feafon of the year, and to bring 
the king fo far into fuch a country. They ought 
not to have united before the furamer to carry the 
war into Flanders, for the king had never been fo 
far in his life. 

This river Lis is fo difficult to crofs, that, except 
at certain places, it cannot be pafled. There are 
no fords, and the country it runs through ia fo 
very marihy, horfes cannot , approach it. The 
conftable, on hearing this, alked, * Where does it 
rife ?' He was anfwered, that it came from nea? 
iUre and St. Omer. ^ Since it has a fpring,' replied 
the conftable, ^ we will eafily pafs it. Order our 
men to march towai;ds St. Omer, where we can 
crofs this river at our eafe, and enter Flanders* 
Thefe Flemings are fo proud and felf*fufficient 
they will march to attack us, either before Yprea 
or at fome other place;' 

The marihals agreed to the propofition of the 
conftable, and every thing remained in this ftate 
At whole day and night, when, on the morrpw, 
the lord d' Albreth, the lord de Coucy, fir Airaemon 
de Pommiers, fir John de Vienne admiral of 
France^ fir William de Poitiers, the baftard de 
Langres, the b^gue de Villaines, fir Raoul de 
Coucy, the count de Converfant, the vifcount 
d'Acy, fir Raoul de Raineral, the lord de St. Juft, 
fir Arthur de Hedin, fir Anthony d'Archies, the 
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lord At S£m^^ fir William des BdUrdfei, thd Ior4 
jde liongucTille, the lord de Su}li» fir Triftaa de 
I'EftoUet,, fir Oliver du Quefclin^ fir Maurice du 
Trefiquidy, fir Guy le Baveux» fir Lucas d$ 
}'£ftrugfaeh, fir Nicholas Pamel, the two marihab 
pf France, fir Louis de Sancerrie, and fir Lotiis de 
^ln^nville, the marfhals of Burgundy and Flanders^ 
fn £^guerrant de Haluy n, entered the chamber of 
the ponftable, tp receive orders, how, and in what 
diredion, they were to advance; whether they 
^uld march through Lille to Commines and 
Wameton, where the pafles weris guarded, or 

* make for the upper cpuntries of Venoyi^ ismd St. 

. Venant*, and there crofs the Lisi There were 
lliany debates among thefe lords on thi« fubje£l) 
;md thofe who knew the country faid $ ' Certain^ 
|yt fiich a feafon as this, it will not be right to adir 
yance into that country, neither can we go into th^ 
territories of Caffel, Surjies, or Verthes.' * And 
what road fhaU we then take ?' cried the conftablet 
ypon which, the lord de Coucy ftid, ^ I would 
propofe that we march to Toumay and there cro($ 
|he Scheld, and take the road towards Qudenardet 
Hiis road 13 very eafy, and we (hall engage with, 
pur enemies. After pafling the Scheld v^C/ fliall 
Hot baTe any thing to ftop us before Toumay, 
We 'may thus arrive before Oudenarde, and puniih 
f^ilip von Artaveld. We can have daily refreih- 
tnents of prpvifion come to us from Hainault, and 



^am^ 



f A town in i^rtois on the his, four leagues from Beffaune. 
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follow us dowa the rivqr £rom Tfti^nxaj/ * T]^ 
fpeech of the lord de Goucy waa>)ireU attended tOa^ 
and fupporced by fevend for fome time : but t^ 
conftable and marihals were iQore incjiuied t^ 
follow the courfe of the Lis, to feek . a, ihQCter 
pa0ag€, than to march to the right or kft^ by a. 
longer road ; and they urged ftrong reafons for jX^ 
liyi^gf * ^ we look for any other road, but die. 
ilraight one, we dp not ihe w ourfelves good men 
at arms, at lead it is our duty to examine if we 
cannot crofs the river above or below this pals at" 
Commines, which is guarded. Beiides^ if we rem 
treat, our enemies will rejoice and been coutaged: 
iheir forces will encreafe, and they will fay that we 
fly from them. There is alfo another point whick 
qpght to be confidered : we are ignorant what has 
been the fuccefs of the ambaCadors they lent to. 
England ; for, if by any treaty afliftance fhouid 
xrbme to them from that quarter, they will give us 
ioauch trouble. It is therefore better that we get 
rid of this bufmefs in Flanders as fpeedily as poflible, 
than be thus long in determining upon it. Let us 
inftantly, and with courage, march towards Com-^ 
mines, and God will aifift us. We have fo often 
x^'ofled and recrolTed larger rivers than this Lis, 
that it cannot long prevent us from palling it. 
Happen what may, when we are on its banks we 
jcan then form our opinions ; and when thofe of 
our company in the van-guard (who have for thefe 
twenty or thirty years feen many more dangerous 
pafles than this) have croffed this river, and gained 
.th.e other jdde, our enemies will b^ a hundred times 

■ more 



170 

more firighteiied than if we had marched at our 
cafe, feeking a pa&ge on the right or left;, out of 
oar du'ed road : we may then confider ourfelves 
18 lords of Flanders.' 

This plan was unanimoufly adopted. During 
die time diefe lords were aflembled, they confidiered 
how they fhould form their battalions ; and feleded 
thofe who were to march on foot with the conftable 
in the van-guard, in order to clear the roads for 
the army to pafs and march in a line, and to ad 
as fcouts to ohfqrvt and find out their enemies. 
They alfo chofe thofe who were to be in the kmg's 
battalion, regulated the arms with which they 
fhould ferve, and appointed proper perfons to darry 
the orifilamme of France and to guard it ; and like*' 
wife determined of what numbers the wings weim 
to be compofed, and bow many were to be in the 
rear-guard. All thefe things they debated and 
arranged. 

When thefe points had been fettled, and they 
could not think of any thing more that was ne- 
cef&ry to be done, the council broke up, and every 
one retired to his lodgings. Thofe lords and 
barons who had not been prefent were informed 
of the regulations, and the manner in which they 
were to aft from hencefbrward. 

It was this day ordered that the king fhould on 
the morrow diflodge from Seclin, mj^rch through 
Lille without halting, and take up his quarters at 
Margnette TAbbaye j and that the van-guard fhould 
pafs on to Commines and Warneton, and do the 
moft they could m the courfe of the day. 

This 



This beings fettled^ the mafter of the crofs4Klw^ 
in coiijun6Hoh with the conftable and xnaHhak,^ 
unanimoully appointed fir Jofle de Haluyn and the 
lord de Kambures to the command of the infantry/ 
^o were to clear the roads by cutting down hedges 
and forefts, filling up valiies and every thing elfc 
diat might be neceflary : their numbers amounted 
to feventeen hundred and fixty. 

In the van*guard were the marfhals of Flanders, 
Prance and Burgundy, who had under their com* 
mand ferenteen hundred men at arms andfeven 
bundred crofs-brows, befides fbitr thoufand infantry 
Vrhcm the earl had given to them, armed with 
large fhields and other weapons. It was alfo 
ordered that the earl of Flanders, and his battalion, 
eOttGSdng of about fixteen hundrf d men at arms, 
Imights, fquires and infantry, fhould march on 
the wings of the van-guard to reinforce it, fhould it 
l>e neceflary. It was likewife ordered that the king's 
1>attalion fhould march between the van-guard and 
- the battalion of the earl of Flanders, and that the 
Idiig^s three uncles^ Berry, Burgundy and Bourbon 
fhould be in it, and alfo the count de la Marche, 
fir James de Bourbon, his brothers, the count de 
Clermont, the dauphin d'Auvergne, the count de 
Dampmartin, the count de Sancerre, fir John de 
Boulogne, to the amount of fix thoufand m^n at 
arms, two thoufand genoefe crofs-bows and others. 
The rear-guard was to confifl of two thoufand 
men at arms and two hundred archers ; the com« 
manders of which were the lord John d'Artois 
count d'Eu, the lord Guy count de Blois, fir 

Waleran 
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Waleran count de St, Pol, ilr Williaoi gq^^S 4$lfar« 
court, the lord de ChatUlon and the \(^d 4^ S^e« 
^ Six Peter de Vijliers w?ijb appoiQtcid <» fe^r tfet 
oriflamme^ attended by four Hnighu^, , ;vHbpf<P l^fi^t^ 
wer^ iir Robert le B^v^u^, fii* Mp^ice d§ l^cour^ 
fir Guy de Trefiquidi s^d Brapdo^ de I« Hwfo I 
k borgne de Ruet an4 ^c borgn^ de Moat4ou}^e| 
were named to guard the* J?^nfier# 

It is proper to be known,, that: the IpFdis n^ho 
had planned this expedition had dfjt^ifiMt^d th^y 
would never ret^urn, to France unl^L t^^y l|94 
engaged Philip von 4i'taveld and bis fbric^f t w4 iiE 
was fqr this reafoiji they had drawp yp ^eif |:^ 
taUons a3 ready for the co^ibf^f on (JiQinp^oWt ! 

The lords d'Albreth,. de Cp^cy, w4 fit Uygfe 
i^ Hanlon wer/e.pr4ered tp fofifi^^p ^^itSfS^mi 
and place^h^m in array. Sir Will^^^^c.BaRSfJT 
and the lord de Champreny w^re ;appoifit^4 9)^^^A>9ls 
to attend to the qu^ters of the king ^^ his j^^«» 
taUpn, H, 

It wa$ aUb ord^red^ tliat on th^ day ^ ^^tile^ 
no one hut the king and eigh|: ¥ali;mt ipen ftpr 
ppinted to attend bis perfon (hould be 9^ hffff^pf 
)>ack« The names of thefe eight m^n Wfif^ ^& fQ}r 
lows ; th^ lord de Raineval^ le begue de yillaki^j 
fir Ayinemon de Pommiers, fir Engufirrant de 
Haluyn, the vifcount d'Acy, fir Guy le 6aye^;Xft 
fir Nicholas de Pennel and fir William d^es ^urd^* 
The lord de Raineval and fix Enguer rant de Hgluyn 
were to take poft in front of' the king : le J>eg]ae 
de Villaines and the vifcount d'A,cy (who is callc4 
in feveral plaqes hereafter thQ vifeoui^t d'Aunoy) 

were 
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istrrt to ^lartfe themrelves 6A each fide; and fir 
Aymemon de Pommiers, fir Nicholas de Pennel, fir 
Guy le Bav^x and fir Wiifiam des Bourdes were 
to tak6 poft in the rear. 

tt was IScewiic ordered, that on the day tit 
bifttie, fit Oliver de Cliffon, conftable erf France,- 
afifrd fir William de Poitiers, baftard de Langres^ 
Ihbtld adVax^ce on hbrfeb^k, to reconnoitre wd^ 
obferve the appearance of the enemy. 



•iiT.r i-|ivirit » ->■ f., • 



CHAP. XXXIV. 

MMft -FEW OF THE FRENCH, NOT BEING AIBLE TQ 
tHOBS tH% LI8 AT THE BRIDGE OF COMMINES, jriNIX 
-MBAHS Oy i)K>rSG SO, BY BOATS AND OTHER CRAFT, 
^NKN-bWN TQTHE FLEMINGS. 

HE orders above mentioned were punftually 
obeyed ; and the van-guard diilodged on the 
.morrow, marching in order of battle towards 
Commines. They found the roads "well made, fot 
the lord de Franfures* and fir Joffe de Haluyft 
had paid great attention to them : this was on the 
Monday. 

When the conftable and marflials ot Francel 
with the van-guard, arrived at the bridge of Corn- 
mines, they w^e. forced to halt^ for it wastb 

" I ' , , — =— '■ ~ • : ' :-J- 

"^^^AnfUres. He before calia Min'llatitbures. -^ - ^ - '^ 

completely 
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oompletely deftroyed that It was not ii)t the power 
of man to repahr it, if any oppodtion fhould be 
made when they were attempting it, as the Flem^* 
ings were in great force on the oppoiite fide of the 
liver, and ready to defend the pafs againft all who 
might wifh to attack them : they were upwards of 
nin^ thouiand^ under the . comm^md of Peter du 
Bds and others^ who ihewed good inclinations to 
repulfe any attempt* 

PetcT du Bois had placed himfelf on the caufe- 
way, at the end of the bridge, with a battle-axe 
in his hand ; and the Flemings were drawn up oa 
each fide^ ' 

The conftable of France and the lords with him^ 
having confidered the fituadon^ thought It impcxf* 
fible to pafs the river at that place unlefs the bridge 
were rebuilt : they ordered their fetvantsi to follow 
the courfe of the river, and examine its banks for 
about a league up and down. When they re* 
turned, they informed their mafters, who were 
waiting for them, that they had not been able, to 
find any place where the cavalry could pafs. 

Upon hearing this, the conftable was much 
vexed and laid, — ' We have been badly advifed to 
take this road : better would it have been for ,us to 
have gone to St. Omer than remain in this danger, 
or to have ctofled the Scheldat Tournay, as the 
lord de Coucy advifed, and to have marched ftraight 
to Oudenarde and fought our enemies, fince it is 
both our duty ^d inclination to combat them ; 
and they are fo prefumptuous they would have 
waited for us at their fiege/— -The lord Louis de 

Sancerre 



Sancerre then faid,— •* I am of opinion that we fbt 
our quarters here for this day, and lodge our army^ 
ihould it arrive, as well as we are able y and that 
we fend to Lille to feek for boats and hui:dles, that 
may come down the riverj with which to-morrow 
we can throw a bridge from thefe fine meads and 
crofs over ; for we have no other alternative/ 

Upon this, fir Joffe de Haluyn faid,— ^ My 
lord, ,^ we have been informed that there will be 
great difficulties between this and Lille; for the 
river Menyn, on which all boats mufl pafs to come 
hither, has beeit obflru£):ed by large beams thrown 
acrofs it by the Flemings who are in thofe parta: 
theyliave befides totally deflroyed the bridge, and 
we l^um it is impoflible for any veflels or boats to 
pafs/ 

• I know not then,* added the conftable, * what 
we can now do. It will be better for us to take 
the rpad to Aire, and crofs the Lis at that place, 
fince we are unable to do fo here/ 

During the time the conilable and marfhals of 
France and Burgundy were in this dilemma at the 
bridge of Commines, feveral knights and fquires 
filently withdrew, with the intent to hazard fome 
gallant deeds of arms and attempt to croft the ri- 
ver, whatever it might coft them. They meant 
likewife to combat the Flemings in their entrench* 
ments and open a paflage, as I ihall now relate. 

While the van-guard was on its march fix)m 
Lille to Commines, the lord de St. Py, and fome 
other knights from Hainault, Flanders, Artois, and 
even France, had held a council without the know* 

ledge 
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Mge of the conftabie or marfhals; They faid j 
\We mil procure two or three boats, which wc 
"^11 launch into the river 1a% at a fiieltered place, 
below Gommines, and will fix pofts on each fide 
of the river where it is not wide, to faften Cords 
to* We fliall by this means foon convey over a 
large body of men, and by marcMagon the rear 
of our enemies we may attack them, and, if vie- 
torious, we fliall gain the reputation of valiant men 
at arms.* After they had thus determined in coun- 
cil, the lord de St. Py exerted himfelf fo «wKh that 
fie procured from Lille a boat and corde, with 
trvery other ncceffary article. On the other hand, 
fit Herbeatix de Bclleperche and fir Johnde Roye, 
who were companicms in this expedition, }iad 2SS0 
caufed a boat to be brought. Sir Henry de Manny, 
fir John de Malatrait and fir John Chauderon^ Bre- 
tons, who had been of this council, had likewife 
provided one, and followed the preceding com- 
panies. 

The lord de St. Py was tlie firft who arrived at 
the river with his boat, cords and faftenings. Tiiey 
•fixed a ftrong ftake to which they tied the cord : 
three varlets then croflfed over, and the boat, 
with the cords, being launched, they 'fixed on the 
.<jppdfite fide another fl:rong poft, to which they 
fattened the other end of the cord : and, this be- 
ing done, they returned with the boat to then: 
•mafter. 

It h^2^5»pcti*d that the conftafcle and niarflials of 
9^rance .were at that time at the bridge of Gom- 
"triines, pondermg how they troulddifcorer ^a paf- 

fage. 
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fage. They were then informed of the intendoni 
of the lord de St. Pyand the other knights. XJpofi 
which the conftable, addreiling himfelf to th^ 
lord Louis de Sancerre, faid ; ^ Marfhal, go and 
fee what they are doing, and if it be poffible to 
drofs the river in the manner they propofe, add 
fome of our men to theirs/ 

Juil as thefe knights were preparing to embark^ 
the marfhal of France came thither, attended by a 
large company of knights and fquires. They made 
way for him, as was righjt. He flopped on the 
bank, and with pleafure faw the arrangement of the 
boats. The lord de St. Py, addrefTmg him, faid, 
^ My lord, is it agreeable to you that we ihould 
crofs here ?* * I am very well pleafed with it/ re- 
plied the marfhal : * but you are running great 
rifks ; for if our enemies, who are at Commines, 
fliould know your intentions, they would do you 
great mifchief.* 

* My lord,' anfwered the lord de Saint Py, ^ no- 
thing venture, nothing win : in the name of God 
and St. George, we will crofs over, and, before to- 
morrow evening, will fall fuddenly on our enemies 
and attack them.* 

The lord de Saint Py then placed his pennon in 
Ithe boat, and was the firfl who flapped into it : he 
was followed by nine others, who were as many as 
the boat could hold ; and inftantly, by means of 
the cord tliey held, croffed over. When difcm* 
barked, in order to prevent themfelves from being 
difcovered, they entered a fmall alder grove, where 
they lay hidden. 

Vol. VI. N Thofe 
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tlldfe on the bank, by means of the cord, dfe* 
the. boat back. The count de Gonverfant, lord^ 
d'Anghien, embarked with his banner, with the 
lord de Vertain his brother, and feven others. 
Thefe nine then paffed, and the third time other* 
followed them. 

The two other boats now arrived that belongecl 
tefir Herbaut de Belleperche, fir John de Roye 
and the Bretons, which were launched in the fames 
manner the firft had been. Thefe knights then 
crofled, and none but determined men at arms did 
the fame. It was a pleafure to fee with what eager- 
nefs they embarked: at times, a great crowd was 
pufliing who fhould crofs firft ; fo that if the mar- 
Ihal of France had not been there, who kept thent 
in proper order, accidents would have happened 
from their overloading the boats. 

News was brought to the conftable and the 
lords of France at the bridge of Commines, how 
their people were croffing the river, when he laid 
to the fenefchal de Rieux, * Go and examine this* 
paflage, I beg of you, and fee if dur people be 
paffing as they tell us.' The lord de Rietix was' 
never happier than when he had this commiffionj- 
and, cliapping fpurs to his horfe, haftened thither 
with his whole company, to the amount of full' 
forty men at arms. 

When he arrived at the paflage where one hun*- 
dred and fifty of his countrymen had already^ 
crofled, he immediately difmounted, and liaid he 
would alfo pafs the river. The marlhal of France 
would not refufe himj and intelligence was fent te 

thQ 
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dhe conftablc, that his coufin the lord de UietiHi 
had croiTed. The conflable mufed a little, and 
tken faid ; * Make the crofs-bows (hoot, ^nd iklf* 
mifli with the Flemings who are on the other fide 
of the bridge, to occupy their Attention, and pre* 
vent them from obferving our people ; for, if they 
Ihould have any notion what they are about, they 
will fall upon them, deftroy the paffage, and kill all 
thofe who have croffed : and I would much rather 
die than that that fhould happen/ 

Upon this, the crofs-bows and infantry ad- 
vanced. There were among them fome who flung 
hand-grenades*, which, burfting, caft out bolts of 
iron beyond the bridge, even as far as the town of 
Commines. The fldrmifh now began to be very 
fharp, and the van-guard, by their movements, 
feemed determined to crofs the bridge if they 
could. The Flemings, being fliieldi^d up to their 
nofes, made a good appearance, and defended 
themfelves well. Thus pafled this day, which was 
a Monday, in fkirmifhing ; and it was foon dark, 
for at that feafon the days are very fliort. The 
boats, however, continued to carry over men at 
arms in great numbers, who, on their landing, 
hid themfelves in the alder wood, waiting for 
"more. 

You may eafily guefs what perils they were in ; 
for^ had thofe in Commines gained the lead intel- 
ligence of them, they muft have had them at their 

J ■' ■ . . — • ■ — ~ 

* I call bombardes, hancl-grenad«^ : to my fnind, it ezplain9< 
tbis paiTage more eafiiy. Lord Berners totally omits it. 

N 2 mercy. 
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mercy, and conquered the greater part, beiideis 
taking the boats; but God favoured the other 
party, and confented that the pride of the Flemings 
ihould be humbled. 



CHAP. XXXV. 



A SMALL BODY OF FRENCH, HAVING CROSSED THE 
LIS, DRAW UP IN BATTLE ARRAY BEFORE THE 
FLEMINGS. 

T MAINTAIN, that all men of underftanding 
muft hold this enterprife of the boats, and paf- 
fage of men at arms, as a deed of fuperior valour 
and enterprife. Towards evening, the knights and 
fquires of the van-guard were eager to crols with 
their companions ; and the lord de Laval, the vif- 
count de Rohan, the lord de la Belliere, the lord 
de Combort, fir Oliver du Guefclin, le Barrois 
des Barres, the lord de Collet, fir Reginald de 
Thouars, the lord de Poufanges, fir William de 
Lignac, fir Walter de Paffat, le fire de Thouars, 
fir Louis de Confaule, fir Triftan de la Jaille, the 
vifcount de Meaux, the lord de Mailly, paffed over, 
and Bretons, Flemings, Poitevins, French, Ber- 
ruycrs, Burgundians, Artoifmen, Troyens and Hai- 
naulters in nlimbers, fo that late in this Monday 
evening there were, on the flanders fide of the ri- 
ver, about four hundred men at arms, all the 

flower 
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flower of knighthood ; for no varlet was fuffered 
to crofs. 

The lord Louis de Sancerre^ feeing fo minj 
gallant men (fixteen banners and thirty pennons),* 
faid, he (hould think himfelf to blame, if he re- 
mained behind. He then entered the boats, with 
his knights and fquires ; and the lord de Hangeft, 
&c. crojGTed at the fame time. 

When they were all affembled, they faid, * It is 
time to march towards Commines, to look at our 
enemies, and fee if we cannot make our quarters 
good in the town.* 

Upon this, they tightened their arms, buckled 
their helmets on their heads in a proper manner, 
and, advancing through the marfhes which are 
contiguous to the river, marched in order of battle, 
with banners and pennons difplayed, as if they werc^ 
immediately to engage. The lord de Saint Py was 
the principal conduftor and commander in chief, 
becaufe he knew the country better than any of the 
others. 

As they were thus marching in clofe order, in 
their way towards the town, Peter du Bois and the 
Flemings were drawn up on the caufeway ; when, 
cafting their eyes towards the meads, they faw this 
body of men at arms approaching. They were 
exceedingly aftoniflied, and demanded from Peter 
du Bois, ' By what devil of a road have thefe men 
at arms come ? and how have they crofled the Lis ?' 
He replied, — * They muft have crofled in boats, 
ai^d we have known nothing of the inatter; for 

theye 
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fhere U neither bridge nor paffablc ford over the 
Lis between this and Courtray.' 
. « What (hall we do ?' faid fome of them to Pe- 
tcr du Bois : * (hall we offer them battle ?'^ By tw 
means/ replied Peter : * let them advance : but 
^€^ will r^nain in our ftrength and in our place ! 
Vfe are on high ground, and they on low, fo that 
we have great advantage over them ; and, if we 
d^fcend to meet them in the plain, we (hall lofe it. 
Let us wait until the night become more obfcure, 
suid then we will confider how we had bed ^&. 
They are not of force fufBcient to withftand us in 
battle ; and befides, we are acquainted with all the 
roads of the country, of which they muft be ig- 
norant/ 

This advice was fgllowed; for the Flemings 
n^ver budged fropa their port, but remained (leady 
%t the foot of the bridge, drawn up in order of 
bftttle on the caufeway, in filence, and, by their 
appearance, feemed as if they had not noticed 
what was pafling. Thofe who had croflTed the rivet 
continued advancing flowly through the marflies, 
following the courfe of it as they approached 
Cpnjmines. 

. The eonftable of France, on the oppofite fide of 
the water, faw his men at arms, with banners and 
piennous fluttering in the wind, drawn up in a 
handlbme frnall battalion, and marching towari 
Con^mines, Oaf^?eing this, his blood beg^ to 
run cold from ^he great dread he had of their be- 
ing defenteji j for h« knew th§ FJeminga were in 

great 
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great force on that fide of the water. In the ex- 
cefe of rage, he cried out, — * Ah, St. Ives ! faa^ 
Su George ! ha, our lady ! what do I fee there ? i 
fee in part the flower of our army>, who are moft 
.unequally matched. I would rather have died than 
have witnefled this. Ah ! fir Louis de Sancerre, I 
thought you more temperate and better taught than 
I fee you now are : how could you have hazarded 
fo many noble knights and fquires, and men at 
arms, againfl: ten or twelve tboufand men, who 
are proud, prefumptuous and well prepared, and 
who will fhew them no mercy, whilfl: we are un- 
able, if there fhould be a neceflity, to aid themi 
Ah, Rohan! ah, Laval! ah, Rieux:! oh^ JBeau- 
manoir ! ah, Longuevilie ! ah, Rochfbrt ! ah^ Maur 
ny ! ah, Maleflroit ! ah, Converiant ! ah, fuch a 
<me and fuch a one, how afflicted am I for you all ! 
when, without confulting me, you have run into 
fuch imminent danger. Why am I conftabie of 
France ? for, if you be conquered, I fliali incur 
all the blame, and they will fay I ordered you on 
this mad enterprife.* 

. The conftabie, before he heard that fuch num* 
bo's of valiant men had crofTed, had forbidden 
any of thofe near him to pafs the river ; but, when 
Ijefaw the appearance of thofe who had pafled, 
be faid aloud, ' I give free liberty for all who wifli 
it to crofs, if they be able.' 

At thefe words, the knights and fquires ftepped 
forth, feeking means to crofs the bridge ; but it 
was foon night, and they were forced to l^ve off 
their attempt^ though they had begun to lay planks 

on 
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on the beams, and even fome had placed their taru 
gets to make a road; fo that the Flemings who 
were in Commines had enough to do to watch 
them, and were puzzled how to a£l, for on the one 
hand they faw below the bridge, in the marfhes, a 
large body of men at arms, who had halted with 
their lances advanced before them, and to whom 
great reinforcements were coming, and on the other 
thofe of the van*guard on the oppofite fide of the 
bridge were conftantly (kirmifhing with them and 
exerting themfelves luftily to repair the bridge. 

In this fituation were the French who had that 
evening croffed over in boats. They had halted 
on the marfhes, in mud and filth up to their an- 
cles. Now confider what mufl have been their 
coyrage and difSctilties, when in thefe long winter 
nights they thus remained a whole night with their 
arms and helmets on, with their feet in the mire^ 
and without any fort of refrefhments. Certainly, 
I fay, they are worthy of great renown, for they 
were but a handful of men in comparifon with the 
Flemings in Commines and in that neighbour- 
hood. They dared not, therefore, advance to at- 
tack them, and for this reafon had halted, faying 
among themfeves, * Let us flop here until it be 
day-light, when we fhall have 2^ fight of thefe Flem- 
ings who quin not the advantage of their en- 
trenchments ; but at laft they will not fail to come 
to us, and when near we will fhout our war-cries 
with a loud voice, each his own cry, or the cry of 
his lord, notwithflanding all our lords may not 
h^ve joined us; by this means we fhall frighten 
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them, vvhei^ we will fall on them with a thorough 
^ood will. It is in the power of God^ and withik 
the coinpafs of our own ability^ to defeat tbem» 
for they are badly armed, whilft our fpears and 
Twords are of well tempered fteel from Bourdeaux( 
and the haubergeons * they wear will be a poor de- 
fence, and cannot prevent our blows from penetrate 
ing through them/ With fuch hopes as thefe did 
thofe who had paifed the river comfort themfelves; 
sind remain in filence during the night* # 

The conftable of France, who was on the other 
fide of the river, towards Lille^ had great anguifli 
at heart on their account, and wiihed himfelf and 
army in the town of Cominines with them. The 
marfhals of Burgundy and Flanders^ and ' thofe 
knights who were near his perfon-, in order to 
(iomfort him, faid ; * My lord, do not be caft 
down ; for all mud own that thofe who have 
c/olfed the river are truly valiant, as well as pru- 
dent knights, and we mud believe they will not 
do any thing but what fhall be dictated by good 
fenfe and valour. They will not engage in com- 
bat this day, and you have given permiilion for 
all to pafs the river as they can. To-morrow, ets 
foon as day- break (hall appear, let us exert our* 
felves to crofs the bridge. We have this day made 
more provifion of planks and timber than will be 
neceffary, fo that we may be foon over to reinforce 
them, fhould they have need of it, and thcfe wicked 
pebple will be prevented from overpowering them.' 

* Haubergeons,-— small coats of mail* 

Thus 
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Thus was the cooiftable of Fraace -canhl^ bf 
ftbe vaKaat men in his company. 



CHAP.XXKVr. 

J-irfi .'fatCNCH WHO ;HAD €ftOSSED THE LIS IXEFEAT, 
WITH GKIEAT SLAUGHTER, PETER Dy iJOftS AND 
trilE JPLEMINGkS.— ^THE VAN-GUARD OF THE FRENCH 
lARMY R£PAtR AND PASS OVER THE BRIDGE OP 
/QOflUflLlKBS. 

X>£T£R du Bois knowing tbefe men at arms were 
in the'marlhes joining Com mines, was not per- 
^€t\y at his eafe, for he was uncertain what might 
ibe die event. He had, however, under his com- 
juand, fix or feven thoufand men, to whom, dur* 
ing the njght, he had thus fpoken ; ^ The men at 
gri0S who have crofied the river to fight with us are 
neither of iron nor (leeU They have laboured hard 
this whole day^ and have been all night ilanding 
in ^hefe marihes, fo that it is poffible, towards day« 
break, they will be overpowered with, fleep. While 
they are in this fituation, we will come fiily to at- 
tack them : our numbers are fufflcient to furround 
them : but when we have fo done, let no one dare 
to rulk upon them, but remain filent ; for when it 
fhall be proper time for you to adj I will inform 
you.' To this command of Peter they all pro^ 
piifed obedienoe* 

Qn 
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On the other hand, tl)€ barons, knights and 
fquires, who had reiQl^ned in the marfhes b near 
the e;neiny, were far from being comfortables 
fome of diem were up to thei]: andfes in mud^ and 
othera half way up their legs. But their eageraeii 
and, joy, on gaining this pais withfo milch honour, 
(for very gallant deeds of ar^ns were likely to en- 
fud) made them forget all their pains and difficul- 
ties, if it had been in fummer-^time, inftead of 
the fe^renth day of November, they would have 
enjoyed it; but now the ground was cold, muddy 
9nd dirtv, and the nights were long. At limes 
aUb it rained heavily on their heads, but it ran off,- 
as they had their helmets on and every thing pre* 
pajred for the combat, and were only waiting for 
the ^ enemy :to come and attack them. The great 
attention they paid to be in readinefs kept up their 
fpirit€, and made them almold forget their ittuation. 

The lord de Saint Py full loyally acquitted hon- 
felf in ihi^ expedition, as a fcout and obferver of 
what the Flemings were doii\g, though he was the 
coupnander in chief. He was continually on thf; 
look*out, and went privily to reconnoitre their mo- 
tipns. On his return, be faid to his companions 
in a low voice, • Now' up : our enemies are very 
quiet : perhaps they will advaiKre on us at day-break t 
therefore be on your guard, and prepared to a&.' 
He would then return again, to fee if any thing 
were going forward, and then come back to tell 
what be had obferved. This he continued to do 
until the hour which the Flemings bad fixed upon 
to mwk thmu Jt vm on the point of day 

when 
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when they began their march in clofe order, with* 
but uttering a word. The Krd de Saint Py, who 
was on the watch, no fooner faw this tnanoeuvre 
than he found they were in earned, and, haftening 
to his companions, faid to them, * Now, my lords, 
be alert, we have but to do our utmoft, for our 
enemy is on his march, and will be xnftantly here. 
Thefe barons of new date are advancing flowly, 
and think to catch and furprife us : fhew yourfelves 
true men at arms, for we fhall have a battle.* 

As the lord de Saiht Py uttered thefe words, the 
knights and fquires, with great courage, feized 
their long Bourdeaux fpears, and, having grafped 
them with a hearty will, placed thcmfelves in as 
good order as any knights or fquires could devife. 

When the lords who had crofTed the river, and, 
a^ I have before faid, found themfelves obliged to 
halt in the niarflies, faw that the Flemings waited 
their opportunity to attack them, they faid among 
themfelves, ' Since we are not in fufficient force to 
begin the combat, when the Flemings advanced 
upon us they will not know what numbers we are : 
let us each fet up one cry, or that of the lord to 
whom we may belong whether he be prcfent or 
not; and, by thus fhouting loudly, we (hall fo 
much alarm them that they may be defeated. In 
addition to this, we will receive them on the points 
of our fpears. In this manner did it fall out: for, 
when the Flemings advanced to the combat, the 
knights and fquires began to utter their war^rieSj 
infomuch that the conftable and van guard, who 
had not yet croffed the bridge, heard them, and- 
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fsdd, ^ Qur friends are engaged : may Ood help 
them ! for at this moment we are unable to giv^e 
them any adiftance. ' 

Peter du Bois marched in front, and was tfpl- 
iowed by his Flemings ; but, when they approached 
the French, they were received on the (harp points 
of their long Bourdeaux fpears, to which their coats 
of mail made not more refinance than if they had 
been of cloth thrice doubled, fo that they paiTed 
through their bodies, heads and ilomachs. 

When the Flemings felt tnefe fharp fpears which 
impaled them, they fell back, and the French 
advancing gained ground upon them ; for there 
were none fo hardy but what feared their flrokes. 
Peter du Bois was one of the firft. wounded and run 
through by a lance. . It came quite out at his ihouU 
der : he was alfo wounded on the head, and would 
have been inflantly flain if it had not been for the 
body-guard he had formed, of .thirty flout varlets, 
who, taking him in their arms, carried him ai 
quickly as they could out of the crowd. 

The mud from the caufeway to Commines was 
fo deep that all thefe people funk in it up to the 
middle of their legs. The men at arms, who had 
been long accuftomed to their profeflion, drove 
down and flew the Flemings without let or hin- 
drance : they fliouted, * Saint Py for ever !' ^ La- 
val, Sancerre, Anghien,' and the war-cries of 
othisrj who were there. The Flemings were pa- 
jxic-ftruck, and began to give way, when they faw 
thefe knights attack them fo vigoroufly and pierce 
jthgm through with their fpears. They retreated, 

and 



/ 



190 

aiH$ fkHmg back oa each other, were Mi^wed bf 
the'fVench, <who marched through' them er arcmnd 
them; always attacking the thickeft bodies. Tkey 
BO more ^red killing them than if they had been 
fo many dogs ; ind they were in the rights for, had 
the Hemings conquered, they would have ferred 
them the fame. 

The Flemings, finding themfelves thus driven 
back, and that the men at arms had won the caufe- 
vay and bridge, counfelled together, to fet fire to 
the town, in hopes it would caufe the French to 
retreat, or enable them to colle6k their people^ 
This waj executed, and fire fet to feveral houfev^ 
which were inftantly in flames ; but they were dif- 
appcHnted in thinking by this to frighten the 
Firench, for they purfued them as valiantly as be- 
fore, fighting and flaying them on the ground^ et 
in the houfes whither they had retreated. 

Upon this the Flemings made for the open plain, 
where they coUeded in a body. They fent.to 
Vertain, Poperingue, Bergues, Rollers, Mefieres, ' 
Warneton and the other neighbouring towns, to 
urge them to come to their aflifl:ance at Commines. 
Thofe who fled, and the inhabitants of the vil- 
lages near Commines, began to fet their bells 
a-ringing, which clearly ftiewed theref was an en- . 
gagement going forward. 

Some of them, however, began to flacken, and 
others to occupy themfelves in faving what they 
could of their goods, and to carry ihem to Ypres 
or Courtray. Women and children ran thithef, 
leaving their houfes full of furniture, cattle and 
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grail!« CMien ^ain marched' in hafte tow^x<ll 
CommineS) to help their countrymen wha \l^4 
%htmg. ' 

While all this was pafling, and thofe V^^k^ 
knights who had crofled the Lis in boats were lb 
galkttitly engaged, the conftable and yan<-g^ard 
were bufily employed in attempdng to repaiir' th^ 
bridge and crofs it. There was a very great 
throng, for the conftable had given permiffion for 
ali to pafs it who could. There was much dan« 
ger for thofe who croffed it firft j and the lords 
who did fo were obliged to ftep on targets thrown 
cm the beams of the bridge. When they bad 
croffed, tHey began to ftrengthen the bridge, for 
they found the planks lying on the ground, which 
they put in their proper places. During the night 
two waggon-loads of hurdles were brought, which 
were of great ufe to them, fo that Ihortly it was 
made as ftrong as ever. On the Tuefflay the 
whole van-guard paffed, took poffeffion of the 
place, and, as they croffed, fixed their quarters 
in the town. 

The earl of Flanders, hearing that the van- 
guard was engaged at the pafs at Commines, fent 
diither fix thoufand infantry to their affiftancc ; 
but, when they arrived, the bufinefs was over and 
the bridge rebuilt. The conftable fent them to 
Warneton to rebuild that bridge, that the baggage 
might pafs it this Tuefday without delay. 

News was brought on Tuefday morning to the 
Mng of France at the abbey of Marquette, that 
l^Q pa& at Comminea was won, and the van^guatd 
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M the othet {ide» which was very agreeable* to the 
king and his uncles. It was inflantly determined 
that tiie king fhould crofs che river ; and^ the king 
having heard mafs with his lords and drank a cup, 
they mounted their horfes and took the road to 
Commines. Thofe of the van-guard who were in 
Conunines drove out the Flemings. There, were 
(Iain of them in the ftreets and fields about four 
thoufand, not including thofe killed in the purfuit^ 
in wind-mills, and in monafteries, whither they 
.}iad fied for (helter ; for, as foon as the BretQns 
Iiad croifed, they mounted their horfes and began 
a chace after the Flemings and overrun the coun* 
try which was then rich and plentiful. 

The lords de Rieux, de Laval, de Maleftroit, 
the vifcount de la Belliere and the lord de Com- 
bort, with their men, rode on until they came to 
Vcrtain, which is a large town : it was taken and 
burnt, and thofe found in it were put to death. 
1 he Bretons had great profit from their pillage, as 
well as the others who had fpread abroad over the 
country. They found the houfes full of dra- 
peries, furs, with .cloths of gold and filver ; for, 
trufting to the itrength of the pafTagef over the ri- 
ver Lis, the Flemings had . not carried away any 
thing from their houfes to the ftrong towns. 

The firft Bretons, Normans and Burgundians 
who entered Flanders by the pafs at Commines, 
paid no attention to pieces of cloth, furs or jewels, 
but to the gold and filver which they found. How- 
ever, thofe who followed cleared the whole coun« 
try, for every thing was acceptable to them. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP, xxxvn. 

* ■ • . 

S>I(ILIP VON ARTAV£LD TAKES MEASURES TO VCBSWf 
THE FORCE OP THE KINO OF FRANCE.— 'HE RK-* 
CEIVKS AN ANSWER FROM Hli AMBASdADORi IM 
ENGLAND. 

.]PAD news foon dies abroad. On Tuefday morn* 
ing Philip von Artaveld heard^ while he lay 
before Oudenarde, that the French had crofled 
the Lis on the Monday in boats, and had ad- 
vanced as iar as Commines, having conquered the 
Flemings pofled there and hi the adjacent parts; 
that about fix thpufand Flemings had been flain^ 
and that Peter du Qpis was fuppofed to be dead. 

Philip was thunderftruck at this intelEgence; 
and he aiked the lord de Har^lles who was pre^ 

' fent, * what was to be done.- The lord dc Har- 
'telles replied, ^ You mud go to Ghent, and col« 
le& as many people as you can in the town^ and re* 
turn wi^ them hither : you mufl then march your 

vwholearmy to Courtray; for when the king of 
France learns that you are marching in full force 
^againit him,he will confider well before he advances 
further into the country. We ought in a fhort 
time to rfceive news from our ambaiTadors in £ng* 
land. It may be that the king of England and 
iiis uncles will crofs the fea with a large army, or 
• Vol. VI, • O perhaps 
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perhaps they have already done fo, which will be 
fortunate for us/ 

* I am furprifed/ anfwered Philip, * how the 
Englifli can fo long delay it, when they know they 
are to have free entrance into this country ; and 
I marvel what they are thinking of, as well as our 
people who are there. Notwithflanding this, I will 
not befitate going to Ghent to draw out the arriere- 
ban» with which I will return and oSer battle to 
the king of France, whatever be the confequences^ 
I am informed by Peter du Bois, that the king of 
France has full twen^ty thoufand men at arms» 
which conftitute fiKty thoufand fighting n^n. I 
will draw up in battle-array as many to meet him i 
and if God, out of his grace, and the juft cauie wc 
have» ihould enable me to defeat himy I fhaU be 
the moft refpefted lord in the world ; if I be diir 
comiited, better fortune wiUL befal a greater lord 
than myfelf.' ^ 

As' tl^Up von Artareld and Iiie lord de Harte^les 
were thus converfing,fome foldiers arrived who had 
been at the battk of Commines, who confirmed 
H^ the firit Jntdtigence. Philip faid, ^ A^d Peter 
du Bois, is he dead, or a priibner V They aofwered^ 
< Neither ^ but he has been feverdy w^^ttxdodiii 
the battle;^ and has retired to Bruges.' 

At thefe words, Philip mounted his bOrfe and 
ordered thirty of his men to do the fanie^ when he 
fet out for Bruges. He quitted, however, the 
direct road, to view iome of the garrifqfi of Ou*^ 
denatde who had made a £il}y the preceding nigbt^ 
but had been overpowered and (lain: thejf vere 
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twelve in ttumbet who had been put to death* 
As he was thus examhiing the dead, he faw^ 
coming towards him from Ghent, a herald at- 
tadied to the king of England, whofe name was 
Chandos, though called Ireland king at arms* 
PhiUp was much pleafed at the arrival of this 
herald, and aiked <what news he had brought/ 
♦ My lord,' replied the herald, * five of your am- 
baflfadofs returned to Ghent, accompanied by a 
knight called fir William Frenenton*, who, by 
otders from the king and council^ bring letters (as 
we learnt from them at Dover) addrefied to you 
as regent of Flanders. When you know the con* 
tents of thefe letters, and approve of the great 
alliance offered to you, large reinforcements will 
be inftantly fent you on the retum'of the knight 
and his eompanions to England/ 

Philip faid, — * I am not well fatisfied with fuch 
an arrangement : tl^fuccours will come too late. 
Go to my quarters/ He ordered him to be con- 
ducted to the lodgings of the lord de Harzelles, 
that he might hear the news ; while he took the 
road to Ghent, but in fo melancholy a temper of 
mind that nothing could be got from him^ nor 
could he be perfuaded to enter into any agreeable 
converfation. 



♦ Sir W, Freniiigton. Q. if not FarringJon. 
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GHAP. xxxvin. 

THE KING OF TRANCE CROSSES THE US AT THE 
BRIDGE OF COMMINES.— THE TOWN OF YPRES 
SURRENDERS TO HIM. 

"IIT^ will now return to the king of France, and 
fay how he went on. When intelligence 
was brought him of Commincs being conquered, 
that the Flemings were difperfed and the bridge 
rebuilt,, he fet out from the abbey of .Marquette, 
where he had lodgisd, and marched with his whole 
army in battle-array, as was befitting him t6 do, 
towards Commines. The king and his uncles ar« 
rived at Commines on the Tuefday, and took up 
their lodgings in the town ; £K>m whence the van- 
guard had marched for the hill of Yprcs, where 
they had fixed their quarters. On the Wedncfday 
morning the king advanced to the hill of Ypres, 
where he remained until the baggage and the tct 
mainder of his army fhould crofs the river at Corn- 
mines or at Wameton, for there were very numer- 
ous trains, and multitudes of horfes. 

On Wednefday, the king's rear-guard paifed the 
bridge of Commines. It confifted, of two thou- 
fand men at arms and two thoufand crofs-bows^ 
under the command of the couilt d'Eu, the count 
de Blois, the count St. Pol, the count de Harcourt, 
the lords de Chatillon and de la Fere. Thefe lords, 

with 
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\)nth their men, lodged this Wednefday at Com- 
xnines. 

When night came, and thefe lords thought of 
repoiing thcmfelves after their march, they heard 
the cry, *To arms !' They thought certainly they 
fhould have a battle, and that the Flemings from 
Ypres,Caffel, Bergues, and their dependencies were 
collefted and on their march to attack them. The 
lords armed themfelves, put on their helmets, dif- 
played their banners before their lodgings; and, 
having lighted torches, each lord advanced to the ' 
caufeway under his banner or pennon : as their 
men came, they drew up and arranged themfelves 
under their proper banners ; and thus they re- 
mained, half way up their legs in mud, almoft the 
whole night. You may imagine if thefe lords had 
the beft of it, fuch as the count de Blois and the 
others, who had not been accuftomed to fuffer fuch 
cold and comfortlefs nights as thefe a month be« 
fore Chriftmas; but, when their honour was at 
(lake, they minded it not, for they thought they 
fhould be attacked every moment : however, it 
was not fo, for this was a falfe alarm caufed by a 
fcuffle among the varlets. Their lords, however, 
fuffered for it, which they bore as well as they 
cchild. 

On Thurfday morning, the rear-guard diflodged 
from Commitles, and marched in good order to* 
wards their main army, which was encamped on 
the hill of Ypres, the van-guard, the battalion of 
the king and all. The principal commanders held 
a council, to conAder whether they fhould march 

to 
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to Tptci, Courtray or Bru^s. Whiift they re* 
mained there^ the French foragers overran tha 
couutry^ where they found a marvellous quantity 
of beads, grain and all other proyiflons i for, fince 
they had gained the paiTage at Commines, they 
were never in want, 

The inhabitants of Ypre$t finding the king fo 
.near with his whole ar^ly, and the paiT^ge gained, 
were not much at their eafe, and confidered how 
fhey (hoyld aft. The town-council affembled, The 
]riche(l and chief inhabitants, who had been of the 
moderate party, but who had not dared to 0iew 
it, proppfed throwing themfelyes on the king's 
mercy, land fending to him the keys of the town? 
The governor, who was fron^ Chent, appointed 
by Philip von Af taveld, would not liden to a fuif 
render, but faid i ^ Our town is fufficjently ftrong, 
^d we flre well provided with every things We 
will ftand opr grpund ; during which time Philip 
will alTemble his forces, to <:ombat th^ king an4 
raife the fiege/ 

Dthers ri^plied, ^ That he was not aflured this 
Vfould fo happen : that }t ^as not in the pow^ of 
Philip von Artaveld, nor pf the whole country, tq 
defeat tlie king of France, unlefs they had the af- 
fiftance of the Englifh, pf whiph there was not 
any appearancp ; apd that, in fhort, the beft thil)g 
thpy could dp would be tp furrendef themfelv^ to 
i;he Ifing of France/ 

Higji words enfued, ^hich ended in a riot, in 
Ybi(^ \h^ chief inh^bitapts were mailers* The 

gov«rnoi:« Tiame4 f^t^r Vaa(Jai(e;t yfM ilain* When 
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this was over, they called to them two preaching 
friar$> whom they fent to the kmg and his uncl^ 
pn the hill of Ypres, to know if it were agreeable 
to them to enter into an amicable treaty widi the 
town. 

The king was advifed to grant paflports to twelve 
of the cirizens and an abbot (who being at Ypres 
had interfered in this bufmefs) to come to the 
camp, and explain more fully what their intentions 
were^ The friars returned to the town, when the 
twelve citizens elected by the council and ii^ahit- 
ants, and the abbot, went to mount Ypres, where, 
calling themfelves on their knees, they offered to 
place the town under the king's obedience for ever, 
and without any terms of refervation. 

The king of France followkig the good advice 
which w^as given him, to gain the country by 
gentle means, and not wifhing to fhew any ill will 
or cruelty, received them kindly, and accepted 
their offer; on condidon that the town would 
pay forty thoufand francs, to defray the fmaller 
. expenfes which this expedition had hitherto co(L 

The inhabitants of Ypres were much rejoiced at 
this event, and never afterwards rebelled. Thus 
. were the citizens pardoned. They entreated the 
king and his uncles would be pleafed to partake 
of fome refrefliments in their town, which would 
give great joy to the inhabitants. A promife was 
in truth made them, that the king ihould come 
thither, when he ihould be further advanced in 
Flanders. Upon this the deputation returned to 
the town, mightily pleafed to find themfelves at 

peace 
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peace with the king of Francfc^ Tlie forty thou- 
fand francs were inflantly raifed among themfelvea^ 
and paid to the king, or tp his commiffioners, be* 
fore he made his entry into Ypres.' 



CHAP. XXXIX. 

THE KING OF FRANCE RECEIVES INFORMATION OF A 
KIOT AMONG THE PARISIANS-^SEVERAI, PLACKS 
IN FLANDERS SURRENDER TO HIM. 

TOURING the time the king of France was en- 
camped on the hill of Ypres, news was brought 
that the Parifians were in rebellion : and that 
they had refolved^ as it was then reported, to pull 
down the caftle of Beaute, which is fituated in the 
wood of Vincennes, and the caftle of the Louvre, 
as well as all other caftellated houfes in the neigh- 
bourhood of Paris, to prevent being oppreffcd in 
future by their means. 

One of their leaders made a fpeech to excite to 
mifchief, but which, however, as it appeared af- 
terwards, turned out quite the contrary: — * My 
fair firs, let us abftain from doing this, until we 
fee how the king^s affairs turn out in Flanders. If 
the ghcnt men fucceed, as I truly hope they will, 
then will be the time to deftroy all thefe caftles. 
Let us not begin any thing which we may repent 
of afterwards.- 

It 
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It was Nicholas le Flamand who by this fpeech 
made the Parifians give up their intentions of com- 
mitting outrages. They kept within the walls of 
Paris, which they had amply fupplied with cvcty 
thing ; and had as rich and handfome armour as if 
they had been great lords There were upwards 
of thirty thoufand armed from head to foot, like 
true men at arms, and more than thirty thoufand 
armed with mallets. They worked day and night 
in forging helmets, and purchafed armour where* 
ever it was to be fold. 

Now confider what a fad devilment it would 
have been, if the king of France, and the gallant 
chivalry with which he was accompanied, had 
been defeated in Flanders. It may readily be fup- 
pofed, that then all the nobility would have been 
deftroyed in France, as well as in other places ; for 
the Jecquerie were never fo ferocious as theywould 
at fuch a time have been. 

In like manner the peafants began to rebel at 
Rheims, at Chalons in Champagne and down the 
river Marne, and to menace thofe gentlemen, la- 
. dies and children who had remained at home. At 
Orleans, Blois, Rouen and in the Beauvoifis, the 
devil had entered their heads to prompt them to 
murder every one, if God had not provided a re- 
medy, as you will foon have related. 

When thofe of the caftlewicks of Caffel, Ber. 
gues, Bourbourg, Gravelines, Fumes, Dunkerque, 
Poperingue, Tourrout, Vaillant and Malines, had 
heard that the men of Ypres had furrendered and 
put thwnfelves under the obedience of the king of 

France, 
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France, who had gracioufly pardoned them, they 
began to be much alarmed* After thefe (owns 
htid wdl iconfidered the bufinefs^ the inhabitants 
feized ^heir governors, whom Philip von Artaveld 
had put, over them, and having bound them (Irong- 
Ijr, to that they could not efcape, led them to the 
king on ^ount Ypres, in order to pleafe him and 
to appeafe ^s anger. On their arrival, they caft 
themjfeivls on their knees, and faid, — * Noble 
king, we put our lives, towns and fortunes under 
your obedience, and wifli fo to remain. In-order 
to fhew that we regard you as our true lord, here 
are the governors whom Philip von Artaveld had 
fet over us ; for by force, and not otherwife, has 
he made us obey him : you may do your pleafure 
widi them, for they have governed us according 
to their wills.* 

The. king was advifed by his lords to grant his 
pardon to all thefe towns : on condition, however, 
that they fliould pay him, as part of his expenfes 
in this war, fixty thoufand francs. All the provi- 
fions were to be given up, and -whatever cattle 
might be found in the fields ; but they were af- 
fured that their towns fhould neither be burnt nor 
pillaged. This was very fatisfaftory to them, and 
they greatly thanked the king and his council. 
They were much rejoiced on finding. they had ef- 
caped fo well ; hut the governors of Philip von 
i\rtaveld, whp had been carried thither, were be- 
headed on the bridge of Ypres. . 

No mention whatever was made in th^e treaties 
and fubmifTions of .the earl of Flanders ; afur was 

he» 



he, or any one of Mt court, ever fummoned to 
the councils of the Idng. If he was difpleafed it 
this I am ignorant, but during the whole expedi- 
tion be was treated in the lame manner. None of 
his people were permitted to quit the army, or the 
battalion which was pofted by orders of the mafter 
of the crofs-bows, on the wings, although they 
were Flemings. It was alfo ordered by the king, 
under pain of death, that no one in the army 
fhould fpeak Flemifh, nor carry any ftick bound 
with iron. 



CHAP. XL. 

TffE KIKG OP PRANCE LODGES IK YPRES.— PETER 
nu laoiH PREVENTS BRUGES FROM SUAREKDERIKO 
TO THE klNG.^^-PHILIP VON ARTAVELD ASSEMBLES 
HIS FORCES TO COMBAT THE FRENCH* 

\TrHILE the king and his whole army were on 
mount Ypres, many markets were there held, 
and plenty of pillage was fold to thofe of Lille, 
Douay and Tournay j indeed to all who wiftied to 
buy;- A piece of cloth of Vexin, Malines, Pope- 
'ringue or Commines, was fold for one franc 
People were clothed there too cheaply. 

Some Bretons and other pillagers, determined 
on gain, went in large bodies, and loaded carts and 
horfes with their booty of cloths, linen, knives, 

money 
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money in gold and filver, difhes and plates of fiU 

ver wherever they found th^m, which they fent» 

well packed up, to a place of fafety on the other 

fide of the .Lis,* or by their fervants into France. 

The king and aU the lords came to Ypres, where 

they quartered themfelves as well as they could, 

and in as great numbers as the town would hold* 

They remained there to refreih themfeWes four or 

five days. 

The inhabitants of Bruges had received inform- 

ation of the condud of the king, that he was at 
Ypres, and how the whole country, as far as 
Gravelines, had fubmitted to him. They were 
doubtful whether to negotiate with the king, or 
let it alone : however, for the prefent they did no- 
thing. The principal caufe which withheld them 
f|-om furrendering was the great number of men at 
arms which Philip von Artaveld had with him from 
their town ; for there were at leaft feven thoul^nd 
at the fiege of Oudenarde: and cheir principal ci- 
tizens were at Ghent as hoflages, in order that 
Peter du Bois might more eafily govern the place. 
Befides, Peter du Bois and Peter le Nuitre were 
in the town, who comforted them, faying ; * My 
good gentlemen, do not be alarmed if the king of 
France is come to Ypres : you know, that fprmerly 
the whole power of France was feiit by king jPhi- 
lip to Courtray*, and could not withftand the 
courage of our fathers, for his whole army wa^ 
flain and defeated. Know then, that this army 



* Courtray. The battle 1302. 
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fliall in like manner be deftroyed ; for Philip von 
Artaveld, with an immenfe force, will not leave 
things thus without combating the king. It may 
very well happen, that from the good caufe we are 
engaged in, and the good fortune which follows 
Ghent, Philip may defeat the king, fo that not one 
Ihall efcape or recrofs the river, but the whole 
country which has fubmitted will be inftantly tt^ 
conquered. Thus will you remain Uke true and 
loyal men in your franchifes, and in the grace of 
Philip and of us ghent men:' 

With fuch fpeeches as this Peter du Bois and 
Peter le M'uitre daily harangued the men of 
Bruges, and reflrained them from entering into 
any treaty with the king of France. 

While thefe things were going on, the citizens 
of Ghent, with fir William Fermiton*, arrived at 
Calais, from England) to conclude and feal thofe 
treaties and agreements which the Englilh wifhed 
to enter, into with the Flemings. Sir John Deve- 
reux, governor of Calais, fent for them, and told 
them, ^ that they could not continue their journey 
at that time, for the king of France was at Ypres, 

* Fermiton. Froiifart before calls him Fremeton. I (hould 
have fuppofed this perfon was (ir William Farendon, or Framp* 
ton^ if, in the Rolles Fran9oi9, the names of thofe fent by 
Richard had not been particularly named, as may be feen un- 
derneath. 

Ann. Dom. 1382-1383. Membrana4. 

' De potcdate data Juhanni Devereux, Briano de StapiltoHy 
Willielmo £rmyn^ & Johanni de Hurley^ ad traflandura cum 
comiti Flandriae &gentibus ibidem dedebatis, & de attemptatis 
reformandis.'«— — Data apud Weilminder, I6ih May. 
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and that all thd country, from Calais to Vpres, had 
funretidered to faitn. We fhall fliortly^ have more 
news : for it is reported that Phii^ von Artavcld 
IS afiembling his forces to combat the king of 
France^ and we ihall fee who will have the beft of 
it» Should^ the Flemings be beaten, you have 
Boching to do in Flanders; and if the king of 
France be defeated, it is ali our own. * This,' faki 
the englifh knight, ^ you may depend upon as truth/ 
The intelligence detained the citizens of Ghent 
and fir William Fermiton. 

We will now return to Philip, and fay what he 
was doing. Being eager to combat- the king of 
France, as he plainly ihewed, he ordered, on h& 
arrival at Ghent, every man capable of bearing 
arms, after leaving a fufficient garrifon in the town^ 
to follow him« All obeyed ; for he gave them to 
underitand, that by the grace of God, they would 
defeat the French, be lords of Ghent, and rankr 
as fovereigns amcHig other nations. ^ 

Philip von Artaveld carried with him about ten 

thoufand men as the arriere-ban : he had before 

fent to Bruges, Damthe, Ardembourg, Sluys, to 

the fesb-coafts, the Quatre Meftiers, and conftable- 

wicks of Grammont, Dendremonde and Aloft, 

and had raifed from thofe places about thirty 

thoufand • more. He and his whole army were 

quartered one night before Oudenarde : on the 

morrow they inarched away, and came before 

Courtray : he had with him about fifty thoufand 
men. 

^ The king of France received intelligence, that 

Philip . 
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Phi&p von Artaveld was approafihitigf and^ as it 
was laid, with fuU fixty thoufand men. Upon 
Ihis^ the van-guard fet off from Ypres, under 
die command of the conftable and- mar (hals of 
France, and encamped a league and a half from 
Ypres, between Rollers and Rofebecque : csk the 
morrowy the king and all the lords, with the maia 
battalion and r^r^guard^ quartered chemfelves there 
alf9« 

I muft fay that thefe lords, whilft they were in 
the field, fuffered greatly ; for it was in the heart of 
winter, the beginning of December, and it rained 
every day. They flept on the roads every night, 
for they were daily and hourly in expe&ation of a 
battle : it was commonly faid in the army^ ^ They 
will come to-morrow ;* which they believed, from 
the news the foragers brought when they returned 
from their excurfions. 

The king was quartered in the midft of his 
army. The lords of France were much vexed at 
Philip for delaying, for they were very impatient of 
being out in fuch bad weather* It (hould be known^ 
chat with the king wa$ all the flower of French 
knighthood : it was therefore highly prefumpluous 
in Philip von Artaveld and the Flemings to think of 
fighting with them ; for if they had been latisfie4 
with continuing their fiege of Oudenarde^ and had 
{lightly entrenched tbemfelves, the French, con- 
iidtring the wetnefi of the feafon, would never 
have marched to feek them ; and, if they had 
done lb, they would have combated them under 
the giteateft difadya^tages* But Philip was fo vain 

cf 



208 

of the good fortune he had met ^virith at Bruges 
that he thought nothing could withftand him, and 
he hoped he fliould be lord of the wotld No othcf 
thoughts h^ he, and was nothing afraid of the 
king of France nor his army ; for, if he had en- 
tertained any fears, he would not have done that 
which he did, as you fhall hear related. 



CHAP. XI. I. 

1»HILIP VON AKTAVELD, HAVING INTERTAIKE0 
HIS CAPTAINS AT SUPPF.R, GIVKS THEM IK« 
STRUCTIONS HOW THEV ARE TO ACT ON THE 
MORROW AT THE BATTLK OF ROShBBCQlJE*— 
WONDERFUL APPEARANCES IN THE HEAVENS 
ARE SEEN Da RING THIS NIGHT.' 

pHILIP von Artaveld, with his whole army, on 
the Wednefday evening preceding the battle, 
was encamped in a handfome pofition, tolerably 
ftrong, between a ditch and grove, and with fo 
good a hedge in front that they could not eafily be 
attacked. It was between the hill and toiKfn of 
Rofebecque where the king was quartered. 

That fame evening Philip gave a magnificent 
fupper to his captains at his quarters ; for he had 
ln^herewithal to do fo, as his provifions followed 
him. When the fupper was over, h'e .addrefled 
them in thefe words : ^ My f<ur gentlemen, yott 

are 
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kte my companions in this expedidoli, and I hope 
to-morrow we fhall have fomething to do ; for th© 
king of France, who is ii^patient to meet and fight 
with US', is quartered at Rofebecque. I therefore 
beg of you to be loyal, and not alarmed at any 
thing you fhall fee or hear ; for we are combating 
in a juft caufe^ to preferve the franchifes of Flanders^ 
and for our right. Admonifh your men to behave 
well, and draw them up in fuch manner that, by 
this means and our courage, we may obtain the 
viftory. To-morrow, through God's grace, we 
fhall not find any lord to combat with us, or any 
who will dare take the field, imlefi he mean to 
remain there, and we fhall gain greater honour 
than if we could have depended on the fupport of 
the Englifh ; for, if they had been with us, they 
alone would have gained all the reputation. The 

■ 

whole flower of the french nobility is with the 
jking, for he has not left €>ne behind : order, there- 
fore, your men not to grant quarter to any one, 
but to kill all who fall in their way. By this means 
we fhall remain in peace; for I will and command, 
under pain of death, that no prifoners be made, 
except it be the king of France. With regard to 
the king, I wifh to fupport him, as he is but a 
child and ought to be forgiven ; for he knows not 
what he does, and acts according as he is inflrufted : 
we will carry him to Ghent and teach him Flemifh ; 
but as for dukes, earls and other men at arms, kill 
them all. The common people of France will 
never be angry with us for fo doing j for they wifh, 
VoJuVI. P as 
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as I am well aflured, that not one ihould ercr 
return to France, and it fliall be fo/ 

His companions who were prefent at this di& 
courfe, and who were from the different towns in 
Flanders and the. country of Bruges^ agreed to 
this propofal, which they thought a proper oa«» 
and wiA one voice replied to Philip, ^ Tou fay 
well, and thus (ball it be.' They then took leave 
of Philip, and each man returned to his quarters, 
to order his men how they were to ad conformably 
to the inftrufbions they had juft had. Thus pafied 
the night in. the army of Philip : but about mid- 
night, as I have been informed, there happened a 
moft wonderful event, and fuch that I have never 
heard any thing equal to it related. 

When thefe ffemiih captains had retired, and 
all gone to their quarters to repofe, the night being 
far advanced, thofe upon guard fancied they heard 
a great ncnfe towards the Mont d'Or. Some of 
them were fent to fee what it could be, and if the 
French were majpng any preparations to attack 
them in the night. On their return, they reported^ 
they had been as far as the place whence the noifc 
came, but that they had difcovered nothing* 

This noife, however, was ftill heard, and it 
feemed to fome of them that their enemies were 
on the mount about a league diftant : this was alfo 
the opinion of a damfel from Ghent whom Philip 
TOO, Artaveld had carried with him, on this expedi- 
tion, as his fweetheart. 

Whilil Philip was deeping under his tent on a» 
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coverlid near the coal-fire, this damfel went out of 
the tent about midnight, to examine the fky, and 
fee what fort of weather it was and the time of 
night, for fhe was unable to deep. She looked 
towards Rofebecque, and faw, in divers parts of 
the Iky, fmoke and fparks of fire flying about, 
caufed by the fires the French were making under 
hedges and bufhes. This woman liflened atten- 
tively, and thought (he heard a great noife between 
their army and that of the French, and alfo the 
cry of Montjoye and feveral other cries ; and it 
feemed to her that they came from the Mont 
d'Or, between thie camp and Rofebecque. She 
was exceedingly frightened, returned to the tent, 
awakened Philip, and faid to him, — ' Sir, rife in- 
ftantly and arm yourfelf ; for I have heard a great 
noife on the Mont d'Or, which I believe to be made 
by the French who are coming tcf attack you.* 

Philip at thefe words arofe, and wrapping himfelf 
in a gown, took a battle-axe and went out of his 
tent to liften to this noife. In like manner as fhe had 
heard it, Philip did the fame ; and it feemed to 
him as if there were a great tournament. He 
direftly returned to his tent, and ordered his 
trumpet to be founded to awaken the army. 

As foon as the found of the trumpet was heard. 
It was known to be his. Thofe of the guard in 
front of the camp armed themfelves, and fent fome 
of their companions to Philip to know what he 
wifhed to have done, as he was thus early arming 
himfelf. On their arrival, he wanted to fend them 
to the part whence the noife had come, to find out 
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already been done^ and that there was no caufe 
found for it. Philip was much aftonifhed ; and 
they were greatly blamed, that having heard a 
noife towards the enemy's quarters, they had re- 
mained quiet. * Ha,* faid they to Philip, * in truth 
we did hear a noife towards the Mont d'Or, and 
we fent to know what it could be ; but thofe who 
had been ordered thither, reported that there was 
nothing to be found or feen. Not having feen any 
pofitive appearance of a movement of the enemy, 
we were unwilling to alarm the army left we fhould 
be blamed for it.* 

This fpeech of the guard fomewhat appeafed 
Philip ; but in his own mind he marvelled much 
what it could be. Some faid it was the devils of 
hell running and dancing about the place where 
the battle was to be, for the abundance of prey 
they expefted. 

Neither Philip von Artaveld nor the Flemings 
were quite at their eafc after this alarm. They 
were fufpicious of having been betrayed and fiu:- 
prifed. They armed themfelves leifurely with 
whatever they had, made large fires in their quar- 
ters, and breakfafted comfortably, for they had 
viftuals in abundance. * 

About an hour before day, Philip faid j * I think 
it right that we march into the plain and draw up 
our men ; becaufe, fhould the French advance 
to attack us, we ought not to be unprepared, nor 
in diforder, but properly drawn up like men, 
knowing well what we are to do/ All obeyed 

this 



213 

this order, and, quitting their quarters, marched 
to a heath beyond the grove. There was in front 
a wide ditch newly made, and in their rear quan« 
tities of brambles, junipers and fhrubs. They 
drew up at their leifure in this ftrong pofition, and 
formed one large battalion thick and ftrong. By 
the reports from the conftables they were about 
fifty thoufand, all chofen men, who valued not 
their lives. Among them wete about fixty englifh 
archers, who, having ftolen away from their com- 
panions at Calais, to gain greater pay from Philip, 
had left behind them their armour in their quarters. 
Every thing being arranged, each man took to 
his arms. The horfes, baggage, women and varlets 
were difmifled ; but Philip von Artaveld had his 
page mounted on a fuperb courfer, worth five 
hundred florins, which he had ordered to attend 
him, to difplay his ftate, and to mount if a pur- 
fuit of the French fhould happen, in order that h^ 
might enforce the commands which he had given 
to kill all. It was with this intention that Philip 
had polled him by his fide. Philip had likewife 
from the town of Ghent about nine thoufand men, 
well armed, whom he placed near his perfon ; for 
he had greater confidence in them than in any of 
the others : they therefore, with Philip at their 
head with banners difplayed, were in front j and 
thofe from Aloft and Grammont were next : then 
the men from Courtray, Bruges, Damme, Sluys 
and the Fronconate. They were armed, for the 
greater part, with bludgeons, iron caps, jerkins 
and with gloves, defer de baleine. Each man had 
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% ftaff with an iron point, and bound round wkh 
iron. The different townfmen wore liveries and 
arms, to diflinguifh them from one another. Some 
had jackets of blue and yellow, others wore a 
Welt of black on a red jacket, others chevroned 
with white on a blue coat, others green and blue, 
others lozenged with black and white, others quar- 
tered red and white, others all blue. Each car- 
ried the banners of their trades. They had alfo 
large knives hanging down from their girdles. In 
this ftate they remained, quietly waiting for day, 
which foon came. 

I will now relate to you the proceedings of the 
French as fully as I have done thofe of the Flemings* 



CHAP. XLII. 

KING CHARLES ENTERTAINS AT SUPPER HIS UNCLES 
AND SOME OTHERS OF HIS PRINCIPAL BARONS 
ON THte EVE OF THE BATTLE OF K0SEBEC2UE. 
THF/f CONSTABLE DE CLISSON IS EXCUSEP FROM 
ATTENDING THE KINo's PERSON DURING THE 
BATTLE. 

TTHE king of France, and the lords with him, 
knew well that the Flemings were advancing, 
and that a batde muft be the confequence ; for no 
propofals for peace were offered, and all feemed to 
have made up their mind for an engagement. It 
had been proclaimed on the Wednefday morning 
in the town of Ypres, that the men at arm§ fhould 
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fbHow (he king into the fields and poft the^ifelfef 
according to the inftrudtions they had received^ 
Erery one obeyed this order^ ai^d no man at arms, 
or even lufty variety remained in Ypres^ aicept 
thofe appointed to guard the horfes, which had 
been conduced to Ypres when their lords dif- 
mounted. However, the van-guard had many 
with them for the ufe of their light troops, and to 
reconnoitre the battalions of the enemy ; for to 
them they were of more fervice than to the 
others. 

The French on this Wednefday remained in the 
plain pretty near to Rofebecque, where the lords 
and captains were bufy in arranging their plans* 
In the evening the king gave a fupper to his three 
uncles, the conftable of France, the lord de Coucy, 
and to fome other foreign lords from Brabant, 
Hainault, Holland, Zealand, Germany, Lorraine 
and Savoy, who had come thither to ferve him* 
He, as well as his uncles, thanked them much for 
the good fervices they had done and were willing 
to do for them. The earl of Flanders this evening 
commanded the guard of the king's battalion, and 
had under him fix hundred lances, and twelve 
hundred other men. 

After the fupper which the king had given on 
the Wednefday to thefe lords, and when they had 
retired, the conftable of France remained to con- 
verfe with the king and his uncles. It had been 
arranged in the council with the king, that the 
conftable, fir Oliver de Cliflfon, fhould refign his 
conftableihip for the morrow (as they fully ex* 
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pe&ed. a battle) and that, for that day only, the 
lord de Coucy was to take his place, and fir Oliver 
remain near the king's perfon : fo that when the 
pcniiftble was taking his les^ve, the king faid to 
him, as he had been inftruded, in a courteous and 
agreeable manner ; * Conftable, we will that you 
refign to us, for to-morrow only, your office ; for 
we have appointed another, and you ihall remain 
near our perfon.' 

Thefe words, which were new to the gallant 
conftable, furprifed him fo much, that he replied ; 
^ Moft dqar lord, I well know that I never can be 
more highly honoured than in guarding your per- 
fon ; but, dear lord, it will give great difpleafure 
to my companions, and thofe of the van-guard, if 
they do not fee me with them : and we may lofe 
more than we can gain by it. I do not pretend 
that I am fo valiant, that the bufinefs will be done 
by me alone ; but I declare, dear lord, under the 
correction of your noble council, that for thefe laft 
fifteen days, I have been folely occupied how I 
could add to your honour, to that of your army^ 
and to my own office. I have inftrufted the army 
in the manner in which they were to be drawn up : 
and if, to-morrow, under the guidance of God, we 
engage, and they do not fee me ; or, if I fail in 
giving them advice and fupport, I who have always 
been accuftomed in fuch cafes fo to do, they will 
be thunderftruck ; fome may fay I am a hypocrite, 
and have done this flily, in order to efcape from 
the firft blows. I therefore entreat of you, moft 
dear lord^ that you would not interfere in wha^ 

has 
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has been arranged and ordered for the beft, for I 
niuft fay you will gain the more by it/ 

The king did not know what anfwer to make 
to this fpeech, any more than thofe prefent who 
had heard it. At laft the king faid, very properly^ 
* Conflable, I do not mean to fay that it has beeil 
any way thought you have not, on every occafion, 
moft fully acquitted yourfelf, and will ftill do fo ; 
but my late lord and father loved you more than 
any other perfouj and had the greateftsconfidence 
in you : it is from this love and confidence which 
he repofed in you that I fhould wifh to have you 
on this occafion near to me, and in my company.* 

* Very dear lord,' replied the conftable, * you 
will be fo well attended by fuch valiant men, all 
having been fettled with the greateft deliberation, 
that it cannot any way be amended, fo that you 
and your council ought to be fatisfied with it. I 
therefore beg of you, for the love of God, moft 
dear lord^ that you will permit me to execute my 
office ; and to-morrow your fuccefs fhall be fuch 
that your friends will be rejoiced, and your ene- 
mies enraged.* 

To this the king only anfwered ; * Conftable, I 
will it be fo : in God's name, and in the name of 
St. Denis, aft as becomes your office. I will not fay 
one word more to you on the fubjeft; for you fee 
clearer in this bufinefs than I do, or thofe who 
firft propofed it. Be to-morrow at mafs.' ^ Wil- 
lingly, fir,' replied the conftable. He took leave 
of the king, who faluted him, and returned to his 
4j\4arters, with his attendants and companions. 
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CHAP. XLin. 

FHILIP VON ARTAVELO AND HIS FLEMINGS QUIT TH* 
STRONG POSITION THEY HAD TAKEN IN THE MORN- 
ING, TO ENCAMP ON MONT d'oR, NEAR TO YPRES,' 
—THE CONSTABLE AND ADMIRAL OF FRANCE, WITH 
THE BASTARD OF LANGRES, SET OUT TO RECON- 
NOITRE THEIR SITUATION* 

fym the Thurfday morning all the men at arms of 
the army, the van-guard, the rear-guard and 
the king's battalion, armed themfelves completely, 
except their helpets, as if they were about to en- 
gage : for the lords well knew the day could not 
pafs without a battle, from the reports of the fo- 
ragers on the Wednefday evening, who had feen 
the Flemings on their march demanding a battle. 

The king of Erance heard mafs, as did the other 
lords, who all devoutly prayed to God, that the 
day might turn out to their honour. In the 
morning there was a thick mift, which continued 
fo long that no one could fee the diftance of an 
acre: the lords were much vexed at this, but they 
could not remedy it. 

After the king's mafs, which had been attended 
by the conftable and other great lords, it was or- 
dered that thofe valiant knights iir Oliver de Clif* 
fon conftable of France, fir John de Vienne admiral 
of France and fir William de ^Poitiers baftard« of 
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Lafigresy who had been long ufed to arms, flK)nl4 

reconnoitre the pofition of the Flemings, and re« 

port to the king and his uncles the truth of it : 

during which time, the lord d'Albreth and fir Hugh 

de Chatillon were employed in forming the bat- 
talions. 

Thefe three knights, leaving the king, fet oflf on 
the flower of their fteeds and rode towards that 
part where they thought they Ihould find the Flem- 
ings, and towards the fpot where they )>ad en- 
camped the preceding night. 

You muft know that on the ThUrfday morning, 
when the thick mift came on, the Flemings having, 
as you have before heard, marched, before day- 
break, to this ftrong pofition, had there rem^uned 
until about eight o'clock, when, not feeing nor 
hearing any thing of the French, their numbers 
excited in them pride and felf-fufEciency j and their 
captains, as well as others, began thus to talk 
among themfelves : ' What are we about thus 
{landing ftill, and almoft frozen with cold ? Why 
do we not advance with courage, fince fuch is our 
inclination, and feek our Enemies to combat them ? 
We remain here to no purpofe, for the French 
Avill never come to look for us. Let us at leaft 
march to Mont d'Or, and take advantage of the 
mountain.' 

Many fuch fpeeches were made, and they all 
confented to march to Mont d'Or, which was be- 
tween them and the French. In order to avoi^ 
the ditch in their front, they turned the grove and 
entered the plain. WhiUt tjiey were thus on their 
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march round the grove, the three knights came 
fo opportunely that they reconnoitred them at their 
-eafe, and rode by the fide of their battalions, which 
were again formed within a bow-fliot from them. 
When they had confidered them on the left, they 
did the fame on the right, and thus carefully and 
fiiUy examined them. 

The Flemings faw them plainly, but paid not 
any attention to them ; nor did any one quit his 
ranks. The three knights were well mounted, 
and fo much ufed to this bufinefs that they cared 
not for them. Philip faid to his captains,—' Our 
enemies are near at hand : let us draw up here m 
battle-array for the combat. I have feen ftrong 
appearances of their intentions ; for thefe three 
horfemen who pafs and repafs have reconnoitred 
us, and are ftill doing fo.* 

Upon this, the Flemings halted on the Mont 
d'Or, and formed in one thick and ftrong batta- 
lion ; when Philip faid aloud, — ' Gentlemen, when 
the attack begins, remember our enemies were de- 
feated and broken at the battle of Bruges by our 
keeping in a compafl: body. Be careful not to 
opeflr your ranks, but let every man ftrengthen 
himfelf as much as poffible and bear his ftafF right 
before him. You will intermix your arms, fo that 
no one may break you, and march ftraight forward 
with a good ftep, without turning to the right or 
left ; and aQ together, fo that, when the conflidt 
begins, you may throw your bombardes and fliooc 
with your crofs-bows in fuch manner that our ene- 
mies may be thunderftruck with furprife.' 

When 



When Philip had formed his men in battle array, 
and told them how they were to aft, he went to 
the wing of his army in which he had the greatefl: 
confidence. Near him was his page on the courfer, 
to whom he faid, — * Go, wait for me at that bufh 
out of bow-fhot ; and, when thou (halt fee the 
difcomfiture of the French and the purfuit begin, 
bring me my horfe and fhout my cry ; they will 
make way for thee to come to me, for I wifli to 
be the firft in the purfuit.* 

The page, on thefe words, left his matter and 
did as he had ordered him. Philip placed near 
him, on the fide of this wing, forty englifh archers 
whom he had in his pay. Now, if it be con- 
fidered how well Philip had arranged this bufinefs, 
I am of opinion, and in this I am joined by fe- 
veral others, that he well knew the art of war: 
but in one inftance, which I will relate, he afted 
wrong. It was in quitting the firft ftrong pofi- 
tion he had taken in the morning ; for they would 
never have fought to fight him there, as it would 
have been too much to their difadvantagc ; but 
he wiflied to fhew that his people were men of 
courage, and had little fear of their enemies. 
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CHAP. XLIV. 

tBk BATTLE OP R0SEBEC<IU1, BETWEEN TItK 

FRENCH AND FLEMINGS. PHILIP YON ARTAVELD 

IS SLAIN, AND HIS WHOLE ARMY DEFEATED. 

TPHE three knights returned to the king of France 
and to his battalions, which had already beea 
formed and were marching flowly in order of bat- 
tle ; for there were many prudent and brave men» 
who had been long accuftoined to arms, in the 
van-guard, in the king's battalion, and in the 
rear-guard, who knew well what they were'to do^ 
for they were the flower of chivalry in Chriften- 
dom. Way was made for them ; and the lord de 
Cliflbn fpoke firft, bowing to the king from his 
horfe, and taking off the beaver he wore, faying, 
* Sire, rejoice : thefe people are our own, apd our 
lufty varlets vnll fight well with them/ * Con- 
ftable,* replied the king, ' God affift you ! now 
advance, in the name of God and St. Denis/ 

The knights, before mentioned as the king's 
body-guard, now drew up in good order. The 
king created many new knights, as did different 
lords in their battalions, fo that feveral new ban- 
ners were difplayed. 

It was ordered, that when the engagement was 

about to commence, the battalion of the king, 

with the oriflamme of France, fhould march to 

the front of the army, that the van and rear 

guards fhould^ form the two wings as fpeedily as 

poflible, and by this means inclofe and ftraiten the 

Flemings, 
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Flemings, who were drawn up in the clofefl ordef^ 
and gain a^eat advantage over them. Notice of 
this intended movement was fent to the rear-guard, 
of which the count d'Eu, the count de Blois^ the 
count de St. Pol, the count de Harcourt, the count 
de ChatlUon and the lord de la Fere were com- 
manders. 

The young lord de Haurel difplayed his banner 

this day before the count de Blois, who alfo 
knighted fir Thomas d*Iftre, and the baftard fir 
James de Hameth. According to the report of 
the heralds, there were this day created four hun- 
dred and fixty-feven knights. 

The lord de Clifibn, fir John de Vieime and fir 
William de Langres, having made their report to 
die king, left him and went to their poil in the van* 
guard. Shortly afterwards, the oriflamme was dif« 
played by fir Peter de Villiers who bore it. Some 
lay (as they find it written) that it was never before 
difplayed againft Chriflians, and that it was a mat- 
ter of great doubt during the march whether it 
ihould be difplayed or not. However, the matter 
having been fully confidered, they refolved to dit 
play it, becaufe the Flemings followed opinions 
contrary to that of pope Clement, and called 
themfelves Urbanifts j for which the French faid 
d^y were rebellious and out of the pale of the 
church. This was the principal caufe wh^ it had 
been brought and difplayed in Flanders. 

The oriflamme * was a moft excellent banner, 

and 

a 1 ■■ . . 11 ■■■II , I 

^ The orifiamme was a facred banner carefully preferr^ 
In the treafuiy of the monaliety of St. Denis : it was a fquare, 

of 
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and had been fcnt .from heaven with great myftery 5 
it is a fort of gonfiinon*, and is of much comfort 
in the day of battle to thofc who fee it. Proof 
was made of its virtues at this time ; for ail the 
morning there was fo thick a fog that with diffi- 
culty could they fee each other, but the moment 
the knight had difplayed it and raifed his lance in 
the air this fog inftantly difperfed, and the Iky waj 
as clear as it had been during the whole year. 

The lords of France were much rejoiced when 
they faw this clear day, and the fun fhine, fo that 
they could look about them on all fides. 

It was a fine fight to view thefe banners, helmets 
and beautiful emblazoned arms : the army kept a 
dead filence, not uttering a found, but eyed the 
large battalion of Flemings before them, who 
were marching in a compafl: body, with their 
flaves advanced in the air, which looked like 
fpears, and, fo great were their numbers, they had 
the appearance of a wood. 

The lord d'Eftonnenort told me, that he faw 
(as well as feveral others) when the oriflamme was 
difplayed, and the fog had difperfed, a white dove 
fly many times round the king's battalion. When 
it had made feveral circles, and the engagement 

- >■ 

of a red colour^ and had the name of St. Dionyfius on it. This 
was never called out but on the mod urgent occaiions^ wbdn 
the king himfelf was prefent, and to be difplayed folely again ft 
heretics. 

* Gonfanon was a fquare pennon fixed to the end of a lance : 
fuch are now ufed in Italy : and the bearer was called Gonfano- 
nier, or Gonfaloniere. 
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^01^ iborxt to begin, it perched on one of the kmg^s 
banners: this was confidered as a fortunate omen* 

The Flemings advanced fo near that they coxiit 
menced a cannonade with bars of iron^ and quar'^ 
rels headed with brafs. Thus was the battle begun 
by Philip and his men againft the king's battalion^, 
which at the outfet was very fharp ^ for the Flem* 
ings, inflamed with fpride and courage, came on 
with vigour, and, pufhing with fhoulders and breads 
like enraged wild boars, they were fo flrongly in- 
terlaced one with the other, that they could not be 
broken, nor their I'anks Jorced« 

By this attack, > of cannons and bombardes, the 
lord d'Albaruin, banneret, Morlet de Haruin, and 
James Dore, on the fide of the French, were 
firit flain, and the king's battalion obliged to fall 
back. But the van and rear guards pufhed for- 
ward, and, by inclofing the Flemings, ftraitened 
them much. Upon the two wings thefe men at 
arms made their attack ; and, with their well tem- 
pered lances of Bourdeaux, pierced through their 
coats of mail to the fiefh» All who were aiTailed 
by them drew back to .ayoid the blows, for never 
would thofe that efcaped return to the combat : by 
this means, the Flemings were fo ftraitened that 
they could not ufe their (laves to defend themfelves. 
They loil both ftrength and breath, and, falling 
upon one another, were (tided to death without 
ftriking a blow. 

Philip yon Art^veld was furroimded, wounded 
by fpears, and beaten down, with numbers of the 
gjient men who were his guards. When Philip's 
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page Taw the ill f accefs of his countrymen, being 
well mounted on his courfer, he fet off, and left 
his mafl^r, for be could not give him any aififl- 
ance, and returned towards Courtray, on his way 
to Ghent. 

When the Flemings found themfelves inclofed 
on two fides, there was an end to the bufinefs, for 
they could not affift each other. The king's bat- 
talion, which had been fomewhat difordered at the 
beginning, now recovered. 

The men at arms knocked down the Flemings 
with all their might. They had well fharpened bat- 
tle-axes, with which they cut through helmets, and 
dijbrained heads : others gave fuch blows with 
leaden maces that nothing could withfland them. 
Scarcely were the Flemings overthrown before the 
pillagers advanced, who, mixing with the men at 
arms, made ufe of the large knives they carried, 
and finilhed flaying whoever fell into their hands, 
without more mercy than if they had been fo many 
dogs. The clattering on the helmets, by the axes 
and leaden maces, was fo loud, that nothing etfe 
could be heard for the noife. I was told, that if 
all the armourers of Paris and Bruxelles had been 
there working at their trade, they could not have 
made a greater noife than thefe combatants did on 
the helmets of their enemies ; for they ftruck with 
all their force, and fet to their work with the 
greatefl good will. 

Some, indeed, prefled too forward into the crowd, 
and were furrounded and flain : in particular fir 
Louis de Goufalz, a knight from Berry, and fir 

Fleton 
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Pleton de Reniel. There were feveral morc> which 
was a great Fpity ; but in fuch a battle as this^ 
where fuch numbers were engaged, it is not pof- 
fible for vidory to be obtained without being dearly 
bought } for young knights and fquires, eager to 
gain renown, willingly run into perils in hopes of 
honour. 

The crowd was now fo great, and fo dangerous 
for thofe inclofed in it, that the men at arms, if 
not inftantly aflifted, could not raife themfelves 
when once down. By this were feveral of the 
French killed and fmothered j but they were not 
many, for when in danger they helped each other. 
There was a large and high mount of the Flemings 
who were flain ; and never wa$ there feen fo little 
blood fpilt at fo great a battle, where fuch num- 
bers were killed. 

When thofe in the rear faw the front fail, and 
that they were defeated, they were greatly afto- 
hifhed, and began to throw away thdr flaves and 
armour, to difband and fly towards Courtray and 
other places, not having any care but to fave them« 
felves if poffible. The Bretons and French pur- 
fued them into ditches, alder groves and heaths, 
where they fought with and flew them. Numbers 
were killed in the purfuit, between the field of 
battle and Courtray, whither they were flying ia 
their way to Ghent. 

This battle on Mont d'Or took place the a7th 
day of November, on the Thurfday before Ad- 
vent, in the year of grace I382 ; and at that time 
the king of France was fourteen jeari of age. 

qj CHAP. 
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THE NUMP.RR OF SLAIN AT THE KATTLE OF ROSEt 
BEC2UE AND PURSUIT AFTERWARDS-— PHILIP VOlf 
ARTAVELD IS HANGED AFTER HE WAS DEAD.— 
THE SIEGE OF OUDENARDE IS RAISED. — PETER 
DU BOIS RETREATS TO GHENT.— THE KING OF 
FRANCE FIXES HIS QUARTERS IN THE TOWN OF 
COURTRAY. 

nPHUS were the Flemings defeated on Mont 
d'Or, their pride humbled, and Philip von 
Artaveld flain ; and with him nine thoufand men 
from Ghent and its dependancies, (according to 
the report of the heralds) on the fpot, not in- 
eluding thofe killed in the purfuit, which amounted 
to twenty-five thoufand more. This battle, from 
the beginning to the defeat, did not laft more than 
half an hour. The event was very honourable to 
all Chriftendom, as well as to the nobility and gen*- 
try J for, had thofe low-bred peafants fncceeded, 
there would have been unheard-of cruelties prac- 
ti-'ed, to the deftruftion of all gentlemen, by. the 
common people who had every where rifen in re- 
bellion. Now, let us think of the Parifians : what 
they will fay, when they hear the news of the 
•defeat of the Flemings at Rofebecque, and the 
death of Philip von Artaveld their leader? They 

will 
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win not be much rejoiced more than feveral other 
large towna. 

When this, battle was completely finiflied, they 
allowed time for the purfuers to collefl: together, 
and founded the trumpets of retreat, for each to 
retire to his quarters, as was proper. The van- 
guard halted beyond the king's battalion, where 
the Flemings were quartered on the Wednefday, 
and made themfelves very comfortable; for there 
was a fufficieney of provifion in the king's army, 
befides the purveyances which came from Ypres. 
They made, the enfuing night, brilliant fires in 
different places, of the (laves of the Flemings: 
whoever wiflied for any could colled fufficient to 
load bis back. 

When the king of France arrived at his camp, 
where his magnificent pavilion of red filk had been 
pitched, and when he bad been difarmed, his un- 
cles, and many barons of France, came, as was 
right, to attend on him, Philip von Artaveld then 
came into his mind, and he faid ; ^ If Philip is 
dead or alive, I fhould like to fee him.' They re- 
plied ; ' they would have a fearch made for him.* 
It was proclaimed through the army, that whoever 
0iould difcover the body of Philip von Artaveld, 
ihould receive one hundred francs. Upon this the 
varlets examined the dead, who were all ftripped, 
or nearly fo, and Philip, through avarice, was fo 
flriQly fought after, that he was found by a varlet, 
who had formerly fervcd him fome time, and who 
Knew him perfeQly. He was dragged before the 
King's pavilion. 7 be king looked at him for fome 

time, 
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time, as did the other lords. He was turned ovet 
and over to fee if he had died of wounds, but 
they found none that could have caufed his death. 
He had been fqueezed in the crowd, and, falling 
into a ditch, numbers of ghent men fell upon him, 
who died in his company. 

When they had fufEciently viewed him, he was 
taken from thence and hanged on a tree. Such 
was tlje end of Philip von Artaveld. 

Sir Daniel de Haluin who, with his knights and 
fquires, had held out Oudeharde fo highly to his 
honour, knowing well that the king of France was 
in Flanders, and that there would be a battle with 
the Flemings, lighted, late at night on the Wed- 
nefday preceding the battle, four torched, which 
he hoifted above the walls, as a fignal. that the 
fiege would be raifed. 

About midnight, on the Thurfday, news was 
brought to the lord of Harzelles and the others, 
that their army had been completely routed, and 
Philip von Artaveld flain. Upon this they inftantly 
broke up the fiege, and marched away for Ghent, 
leaving behind them the greater part of their 
ftores, each running as faft as he could to Ghent. 
The garrifon of Oudenarde was ignorant of this 
retreat, and remained fo until the morrow.morn- 
ing. On being informed of it they fallied out, 
and carried into Oudenarde great pillage of knives, 
carriages, and ftores, which they found hid. 

On Thurfday evening, intelligence arrived at 
Bruges of the defeat of the army, and of every 
thing being loft. They were more aftoni&ed than 

ever. 
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cvef , and faid among themfeltres ; * Our deftruc- 
tion is now come upon us : if the Bretons fhould 
advance hither and enter our town, we ihall be 
pillaged and murdered, for they will fpare none/ 
Upon this, the townfpeople, of both fexes, col* 
lecled their jewels and mod: precious effe&s, and 
began to embark in veflels, to fave themfelves by 
fea, in Holland or Zealand, or wherever fortune 
ihould carry them. In this mantier v^ere they 
employed four days ; and you would not have 
found in all the hotels of Bruges one filydr fpoon« 
Every thing was packed up for fear of the 
Bretons. 

When Peter du Bois, who wa^ confined to his 
bed from the wounds he had received at Com« 
mines, heard of the defeat of the army, and death 
of Philip von Artaveld^ and how much the inha* 
bitants of Bruges were alarmed, he did not think 
himfelf very fafe, and therefore declared he would 
fet out from Bruges and return to Ghent ; for he 
thought that Ghent would be much frightened ; 
he therefore ordered a litter for himfelf, as he 
could not ride. 

You muft know, that when the news arrived at 
Ghent of the great lofs of their men, the death of 
Philip von Artaveld, and the deftruftion of their 
army, they were fo much caft down, that if the 
French on the day of the battle, or even on the 
Friday or Saturday, had advanced to Ghent before 
Peter du Bois arrived there, they would have 
opened the gates to them, without any oppofition^ 
and fubmitted to their mercy. 

But 
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But the French did not attend to this, thinkfaig 
themfelves perfeftly mailers fmce Philip was dead j 
and that the ghent men would, of their own ac- 
cord, furrender themfelves to the king's mercy. 
This meafure, however, they did not adopt. On 
the contrary, they alone carried on the war with 
greater vigour and bittemefs than before, as. you 
will hear related in the continuance of this hiflory« 

On the Friday the king diflodged from Rofe- 
becque, on account of the ftench of the dead : he 
was advifed to advance to Courtray to refrefti him^ 
felf. The hal^* and ibme knights and fquires 
who well knew the country, mounting their 
horfes, entered the town of Courtray full gallop ; 
for there was not any oppofition made. 1 he wo- 
men, both rich and poor, and many men alfo, ran 
into cellars and churches to fave themfelves, fo 
that it was a pitiful fight. 

Thofe who firft entered Courtray gained conii* 
derably by the pillage. The French and Bretons 
next came there, and lodged themfelves as they 
entered. The king of France made his entry the 
firft d^y of December. 

A ftrift fearch was now made over the town for 
the Flemings who had hid themfelves, and ]io man 
was admitted to mercy, for the French hated them 
as much as they were hated by the townfpeople^ 
on account of a battle which had formerly been 
I ■ > ■ ' , .,■. ■ . 

* ThI? name has puzzle^ me very much ; I cannot find it in 
any didtionary. It 10 called^ both in MSS. and print| Hafe, 
^aze^ Hazale ai^d Halz^. 

fought 



fought before Courtray, when the count Robert 
d'Artois and all the flower of french nobility were 
flain. 

The king had heard that there was in a chs^el 
of the virgin in Courtray five hundred gilt fpurs, 
which had belonged to the knights of prance who- 
had periflied at the battle of Courtray in the year 
1302, and that the inhabitants every year kept a 
grand folemnity, by way of triumph, for the fuc- 
cefs of this battle. He declared he would make 
them pay for it; and, on his departure, would 
^ve up the town to fire and flame ; fo that they 
fliould remember, in times to come^ that the kin^ 
of France had been there. 

Soon after the arrival of the king and his lords 
at Courtray, fir Daniel de Haluin, with fifty lancet 
from the garrifon of Oudenarde, came thither to 
pay their refpeds to the king. They were very 
gracioufly received by him and his lords; and^ 
after flaying there one day, they returned to their 
companions in Oudenarde. 
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CHAP. XLVL 

BRUGES SUBMITS TO THE KINO*S MERCY. THE 

COUNT BE BLOIS GUARDS THE COUNTRY OF 
HAINAULT FROM BEING PILLAGED. THE INHA- 
BITANTS OF GHENT GAIN COURAGE FROM PE- 
TER DU BO IS. 

TTHE Bretons and the van-guard fhewed very 
plainly the great defire they had to march to 
Bruges and to divide the fpoil among themfelves, 
for they were quartered between Tourout and 
Bruges. The earl of Flanders, who had an 
affeSion for the town of Bruges, and who 
would have been forry for its deflruftion,- had 
ftrong fufpicions of their defigns. He had re- 
ceived intelligence of what was going forward in 
Bruges, and how very much they were frightened. 
He therefore took compaflion on them, and fpoke 
to his fon, the duke of Burgundy, remonftrating 
with him, that if the town of Bruges Ihould throw 
itfelf on the king's mercy, it ought not to be re- 
fufed ; for, if the Bretons or others were permitted 
to. enter ic, it would be irrecoverably ruined. The 
duke agreed to this. Now it happened that, dur- 
ing the king's refidence at Courtray, the inhabit- 
ants of Bruges, who were in great alarms and 
knew not whether to quit their town or wait the 
event, determined to fend two friars to the king, 

to 
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to folicit a paflport for twelve of the principal in- 
habitants to wait on his majefty and lay their cafe 
before him. 

The monks came to Courtray and fpoke with 
die king and his council, and the earl of Flan- 
ders, who foftened the bufinefs as much as he 
could. The king granted the paffport for the 
twelve citizens to come and return, and faid he 
would willingly hear them. 

On the return of the monks to Bruges, twelve 
deputies fet out, under the paflport they had 
brought, and came to the king at Courtray, where 
they found him accompanied by his uncles. They 
call themfelves on their knees, and entreated him 
to accept them for his fubjeds; that they were 
his men^ and the town was at his mercy ; but 
begged him, for the love of God, to have pity on 
them, and not fuffer the town to be deftroyed or 
pillaged ; for, if it were, too many perfons would 
be ruined. With regard to their having oppofed 
their lord, they had been forced to it by Philip 
von Artaveld and the ghent men ; for they had al- 
ways loyally acquitted themfelves to the earl. 

The king heard this fpeech through the inter- 
pretation of the earl of Flanders, who was pre- 
fent, and who on his knees entreated for them. 

It was explained to the citizens of Bruges, that 
it would be neceflary to fatisfy the Bretons and 
men at arms who were encamped between Tourout 
and Bruges, and that there was no other means 
of doing fo but with money. 

Upon this, negotiations were entered upon as to 

the 
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the Aim : at firft, two hundred thoufand francs 
were demanded ; but it was reduced at laft to fi^ 
fcore thoufand francs, fixty thoufand of which they 
were to pay down, and the remainder at Candlemas ; 
for which the king affured them peace ; but they 
furrendered themfelves fimply as liege men to the 
king of France by faith and homage. 

By this means was the good town of Bruges 
prevented from being pillaged. The Bretons 
were much vexed at it, for they thought to have 
had their fhare; and fome of them faid, when 
th^y heard peace had been made, that this war 
in Flanders was not worth any thing ; that they 
had gained too little pillage, and that it did not 
end well for them ; adding, — * But when we 
return home, it fhall be through the country pf 
Hainault ; and duke Albert, who governs it, has 
jiot affifted his coufin the earl of Flanders, but has 
afted in a double manner. It will be right that 
we pay him a vifit, for Hainault is a rich and plen- 
tiful country : befides, we fhall not find any one 
to obftruQ: our paflage, and we may there make 
amends for our loffes and ill paid wages,* 

There was a time when thofe of this opinion 
amounted to twelve hundred fpears, Bretons, Bur- 
gundians, Savoyards and others. You may fup- 
pofe the charming country of Hainault was in jeo- 
pardy. The gallant count de Blois, who was one 
of the greatefl lords of the rear-guard, and of the 
king's council, heard of this intended march, a^d 
that the Bretons, Burgundians and others, whp 
only looked for pillage, menaced the fair country 

of 
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of Hsunault : he took immediate ftep3 fo "prevent 
it, faying, it was not to be fuffered that fo fine a 
country fhould be overrun and pillaged. 

He fummoned to his lodgings his coudns, the 
count de la Marche, the count de St. Pol, the lord 
de Coucy, the lord d'Anghien and feveral more^ 
all holding lands in Hainault, and who had come 
thither to ferve the king, and remonflrated with 
them, that they ought not by any means to fufiFer 
the good country of Hainault^ whence they had 
fprung, and where they h^td eftates, to be pillaged 
in any way whatever j for, with regard to the war, 
Hainault had not been in the leaft .wanting, but 
had mod: loyally aflifted the king in this expedition 
with its barons, and, before the king came into 
Flanders, it had aided the earl of Flanders with its 
knights and fquires, who had fhut themfelves in 
Oudenarde and Dendremonde, at the riik of their 
lives and fortunes. 

The count de Blois exerted himfelf fo much, 
and gained fo many partifans, that all thofe mea- 
fures were broken, and Hainault remained in peace. 
This gallant lord performed another noble fervice. 
There was in Flanders a knight called the lord 
d'Efquiemine, who from afFeftion to a relation of 
his, called Daniel Bufe, killed in Valenciennes by 
his own fault, had declared he would make war on 
and harafs that town. He had done fo, and threat- 
. cned to infult it ftill more, being feconded by many 
friends inclined to evil ; for it was reported that he 
had coUefted fuUjfive hundred fpears, who would 
follow him into fiainault to attack the town of 

Valenciennes, 
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Valenciennes, ii^ which t^iey faid he was jufttfied. • 
But when the count de Blois heard of it, fie went 
to him nobly accompanied, and ordered the knight 
not to dare enter Hainault, nor to conduct any 
men at arms into the countries of his coufin duke 
Albert, otherwife he fhould pay dearly for it. 
This gallant count went further, and made the 
knight his particular friend, and obfequious to 
himfelf and the lord de Coucy ; and thus was that 
Cown kept in peace. Such fervices did the count 
de Blois to Hainault and Valenciennes, for which 
he* gained great love and afFedion, but particularly 
from Valenciennes. 

The lords and the men at arms ftill remained in 
and about Courtray, for they knew not whether 
the king would inarch to Ghent or not. The 
French imagined, that when Bruges had furren- 
dered itfelf to the king's mercy, Ghent would do 
the fame, fince it had loft its leader, and fuch 
numbers of men at the battle of Rofebecque. In 
truth, for three days, the inhabitants were well in- 
clined fo to do, and knew not how to aft : to quit 
the town and leave every thing, or to fend the 
keys to the king, and furrender themfelves to his 
mercy. They were fo completely caft down that 
there was neither union nor fteadinefs among them. 
The lord de Harzelles, though in the town, was 
incapable of giving them comfort. 

When Peter du Bois arrived, he found the gates 
open without any guards, which much furprifed 
him; and he alked, why they did not better guard 
the town. Thofe who came to him, and who 

were 
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were much rejoiced at his arrival^ replied ; ^ Ah, 
fir, what can we do ? You know we have had our 
good captain ilain ; and, by an exad account, the 
town of Ghent has loft, without counting ftraur 
gers, full nine thoufand men. This lofs touches 
us fo nearly that we have no hopes left.' 

* Ye foolifli people,' anfwered Peter du Bois, 
* are ye thus thunderftruck when the war is not 
near over, nor the town of Ghent fo famous as 
Ihe fhall be ? If Philip is dead, it has been by his 
own violence. Clofe your gates, and think of 
preparing to defend yourfeves. Ye do not fuppofe 
that the king of France will come here this win- 
ter-time ; and before the proper feafon (hall arrive, 
we (hall have gained reinforcements from our 
friends in Holland, Zealand, Guelderland, Bra- 
bant and other places. We can have men enough 
for our money. Francis Atremen, who is now ia 
England, will foon return, and he and I will be 
your captains. The war has never been fo ferioUs, 
or fo well conduced, as we will have it. We are 
much better alone, than joined by all Flanders ; 
for while we had the country with us, we ki\ew 
not how to make war. Let us now attend to the 
bufinefs ourfelves, and we fhall perform greater 
exploits than have hitherto been done.' 

By fuch fpeeches^as this did Peter du Bois rally 
the caft'down inhabitants of Ghent, who would, 
without doubt, have furrendered themfelves un- 
conditionally to the king of France, if Peter du 
Bois had not been there. So much depends upoii 
the courage and ability of a fmgle man. 

When 
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When the ghem men faw five or fix days paifi 
Over without any attempt being made on theix' 
town, nor any appearance of a fiege, they reco*- 
vered their courage, and became more prefumptu^ 
ous than before. 



CHAP. XLVn. 

THE TREATY BETWEEN THE ENGLISH ANl> 
FLEMINGS IS BROKEN.— THE KING OF FRANC* 

* 

DEPARTS FROM FJLANDERS. 

"VOU have before heard how fir William Frc- 
miton, having been fent by the king of Eng- 
land and his council with letters to the principal 
towns in Flanders on the fubjeft of the intended 
treaties between them, had remained at Calaia, 
and with him Francis Atremen and the fix citizens 
of Ghent. When the Flemings heard of the de- 
fctit at Rofebecque, they were fo much aftoniflied, 
that the englifh knight faw he had no occafion to 
proceed further, for there was an end of the treaty. 
He therefore took his letters without having fealed 
them, and returned to England as fpeedily as he 
could, to relate the pardculars of this event. 

The nobles of England were not forry on hear- 
ing it ; for they faid, that if the commonalty of 
'Flanders had been viftorious over the king of 
Fljtnce, and his nobility had been flain, the pride 

of 
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of the common people would have been fo great 
that all gentlemen would have had caufe to lament 
it, for appearances of infurre^ons had been ihewa 
in England. 

The Flemings, who had been fent to London 
with Francis Atremen, were much caft down, 
and, hailily embarking at Calais, failed to Mid* 
dlebourg in 2iealand. The deputies returned to 
their different towns, and Francis Atremen and, 
his companions got to Ghent as well as they were 
able, through Zealand, but not until the king of 
France had left Flanders, ^ 

During the refidence of the king of France in 
Courtray, many councils were held, to determine 
whether they fhould lay fiege to Ghent or not* 
The king was well inclined for fo doing, as were 
the Bretons and Burgundians. But the lords of 
the council, as it was now the heart of winter^ 
confidered, that no effieftual war couli be carried 
on, and that the knights were much weakened 
and haraffed by the cold ; that, as the rivers round 
Ghent were wide and deep, it would be time 
thrown away to attempt the fiege : befides, the 
chiefs were alfo worn down by the rains, the cold, 
and lying on the ground, fo that, every thing 
confidered, the king was advifed to return to 
Tournay, where he might recruit himfelf and keep 
his Chriftmas. Thofe from the more diftant parts, 
fuch as Auvergne,Dauphiny, Savoy and Bungundy, 
were to march quietly into their own countrieyj. 
But the king and his council wifli^d the Bretons, 
Normans and French to remain with him and the 
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Conilable ; for^ as he could depend on theiti, her 
intended employing them again^ the Parifians^ 
who had been fo bufy in forging armour, to make 
them behave better than they ha'd hitherto done 
fince the coronation of the king. 

When the king of France departed from 
Court ray, he was not forgetful , any more than 
his lords, of the gilt fpurs which had been hung up 
in a church at Courtray, and which had belonged 
to the french nobility who had fallen with Robert 
d'Artois at the battle of Courtray, The king 
therefore ordered the town to be burnt and de- 
ftroyed. The earl of Flanders, on hearing of 
this, went to the king, in hopes of remedying ir, 
and flung himfelf on' his knees, begging of him to 
recal his orders: but the king anfwered, he would 
do no fuch thing. The earl dared not renew his 
requefl, but wen^ away to his lodgings before they 
were fet on fire. 

The duke of Burgundy had taken down a 
curious clock which ftruck the hours, the hand- 
fomeft that was to be feen on either fide of the sea, 
which he had caufed to be packed up, and placed 
on carts with its bell, and carried to Dijon, where 
it was placed, and there ftrikes the hours day and 
night. 

After the king had quitted the town, it was 
harflily treated; for it was burnt and deftroyed 
without mercy j and many knights, fquires, men 
at arms, fine chijdren, both boys and girls, were 
carried away as flaves, to be ranfomed. The king 
rddc on to Tournay, where he w'as ihewn every 

refp^a 
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refpeft due to him, and fixed his ^uattefs af the 
abbey of Saint Martin. The inhabitants vrere 
all drefled in white with three green bars on one 
fide : and proper houfes were allotted to the lords* 
The kmg was at Saint Martins : and his attendants 
occupied one quarter of the town. The duke de 
Berry was lodged in the palace of the bifhop ; the 
duke de Bourbon at the Crown; the duke of 
Burgundy at the Golden Head ; the conftable at 
St. James's Head. 

Proclamation was made for none to do any 
damage to the good people of Tournay, under 
pain of death, nor take any thing without paying 
for it, nor to enter the country of Hainault with 
intent of doing mifchief. All thefe orders were 
obferved. The lords refrefhed themfelves there 
wit^pi their men ; but thofe from the diftant parts 
returned to their homes through Lille, Douay and 
Valenciennes. The count de Blois took leave of the 
king and his uncles, and of his companion the count 
d'Eu, and retired to his inheritance in Hainault. 
He flopped one day and night at ValencienneSy 
where he was magnificently entertained ; for he 
had gained the affeftion of the inhabitants, as well 
in gratitude for the fervices he had rendered by 
preventing the Bretons, Burgundians and Savoy- 
ards, from putting their intentions into execution 
of overrunning the country, as in regard to fir 
Thierry d'Efquemine, who had long kept them in 
alarm, and who, by having put himfelf under the 
obcd^pnce of the count and the lord de Coucy> 
had given them peace. 

R2 the 
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The count de ffiois teft V^Iencieimies aiid vettc 
to Landreci^ where he paffed fome time^ wkh 
ti^ lady Mary his wife ^d his fon Louis^ in re- 
covering himfelf from his fiEttigae% The foUowiiig ' 
fummer kt went to Blots ; but the countefs and 
her fon continued in Hainault^ and lived the 
greater part of the time at Beauniont. 



CHAP. XLVm. 

Vain attempts made for peace between thc 

king of france and ghent. the king, ojj 

his return to paris, orders the chains 

' to be taken away that barricaded the 

STREfeTS. HE SEVERELY PUNlSHES THE PARI- 
SIANS. 



TPHE count de la Marche and fir James de 
Boutbon, his brother, left Tonmay to refrefh 
thetrifehres at their caftle in Hainault. The lewd 
Ouy de Laval, a Breton, weiit to Cheure in 
Hainault, tt^hich is divided between fir Robert de 
KartTur and himfelf. The lord de Coucy flopped 
at Mottaigne on the Scheld, where he refted him- 
self and his men ; but the greater patt of the time 
lie was vnth the king at Tournay. 

The count de St. Pol was commJffioned to cot- 
ttGt the Urbanifts of the town, which was reported 
,to contain many. Several were difcover^d, and 
w^ierevcr found, even in the church of ndtre 
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<Iame, they were arrefted, cail into prifon, and 
paid dearly for their Hborty. By this means, the 
count de St* P^ "amaffed, in a very few dayi, 
feven thoufand francs ; for none obtained thehr 
liberty without paying, or giving very good fd- 
curity for fo doing. 

During the king's refidence at Tournay, the 
men of Ghent had a paffport granted them to come 
thither and return. There were hopes they would 
have been pardoned ; but, during the conferences 
which weje holden, they were as proud and 
hardened as if they had been the conquerors at 
the battle of Rofebecque. 

They declared, indeed, that they would willingly 
put themfelves under the obedience of the king 
and would form part of the domain of France, 
under the jurifdiftion of Paris ; but that they 
would never acknowledge for their lord^rl Louis, 
becaufe they could never love him for the great 
mifchiefs he had done them. 

Several attempts were made to obtain a peace 
between the king and his council with thefe de- 
puties; but, notwithftanding the interference of 
fome wife prelates, they could not get from thera 
any other anfwer.- They declared to the prelates, 
that if they were to live in fuch peril as would turn 
the town upfide down for three or four years, thoy 
would never alter their minds. They were told 
they might return when they pleafed : upon 
which, they departed from Tournay to Ghent, 
and things remained in a ftate of war. 

The king of Franco and his lords took gredt 
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pains that all Flanders fhauld become Clementlils^ 
and obey pope Clement j but the principal towns 
were as ftrongly inclined to Urban as the earl, 
that they could not be moved. They replied, 
through the earl's council, that they would cou- 
fider of it, and give a deteriTiined anfwer before 
Eafter : the bufinefs, therefore, was held over 
till then. 

The king of France kept his Chriftmas at Tour- 
nay ; and, when he departed, he appointed the 
noble lord de CJFuillelles governor of Bruges, the 
. lord de Saint Py governor of Ypres, the lord de 
Guiftelles chief regent of Flanders, and fir Johji 
de Jumont governor of Courtray, whither the 
king fent two hundred Bretons and other men 
at arms, and to garrifon Ardembpurg. Sir William 
de Laumeghien was nominated to Qudenardp with 
about one hundred Unces for his garrifon. Thus 
were all the ftrong places in Flanders provided 
with men at arms and ftores, to enable them to 
carry on the war during the winter upon the 
enemy's garrifons. 

Thefe things being arranged, the king fet out 
from Tournay for Arras, attended by his uncles 
and the earl of Flanders. During the refidence 
pf the king at Arras, the city ran ^ great rilk of 
being pillaged* by the Bretons, to v^'hom large 
fums were dup for their pay, and who had fought 
hard in this campaign : they were much dif- 
tcpntejited with the king, and ^t was with fome 
difficulty they were reftrained. The conftable and 
marlhals pf France aj)peafed them, by proinifing 

that 
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that their whole pay fhould be completely paid 
them at Paris ; and, with the lord Louis de San- 
cerre and the lord de Blainville, pledged them- 
felves for the performance. 

Upon this, the king departed, following the 
road to Peronne. The earl of Flanders took his 
leave of the king, and returned to Lille, where 
he redded. The king continued his route through 
Peronne, Noyon, Compiegne, to Senlis, where 
he flopped. The army took up their quarters in 
the villages between Senlis and Meaux in Brie^ 
and upon the river Marne and round St. Denis ; 
fo that the whole country was filled w}th men at 
arms. The king, halving left Senlis for Paris, 
ordered his ofHcers to make ready the Louvre, 
where*he intended to difmount. His three uncles 
did the fan^e, fending their fervants to prepare 
their hotels, as did other lords. This they were 
advifed to, by way of precaution ; for the king 
and his lords had been counfelled not to enter 
Paris fuddenly, as the Parifians were not to be 
depended on, but to obferve what countenance 
they would fhew, and what preparations they had 
made againfl the king's return. The king's officers, 
and the fervants of the other lords, were ordered, 
if any queftions were afked about th^ king, and if 
he were coming, to reply, * Yes, truly : he will 
be here inflantly.' 

The Parifians, on learning this, refolved to ann 
themfelves, and fhew the king^ on his entrance 
into Paris, the force that was in the city armed 
from head to foot, ready for him, if he pleafed, 

to 
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to difpofe cf. It would have been better for them 
to have remained quiet in their houfes, for this 
difplay cod them dearly. They faid they had done 
it with good intentions, but it was taken in -an 
CppoUte fenfe* 

The king lodged at Louvres*, and from thence 
wient to Bourgetf : it was immediately reported in 
Paris, that the king would be inilantly there : 
upcm which, upwards of twenty thoufand Parifians 
armed themfelves and took the field, and drew op 
in*a handfome battalion between St. Ladre and 
Paris, on the fide of Montmartre. Their crofs- 
bowmen had large (hields and mallets, and alt 
Vftre prepared as for inftant combat. The kjiig 
was ftill at Bourget, with his lords, when this 
news was brought them, and an account of tht 
ftate of Paris. * See,' faid the lords, * the pride 
and prefumption of this mob ! what are they now 
makmg this difplay for ? If they had thus come 
to ferve the king when he fet out for Flanders, 
they would have done well ; but their heads were 
only fluffed with prayers to God, that none of us 
might return.' To thefe words fome, who would 
have been glad to have gone further and attacked 
the Parifians, added, — * If the king be well ad- 
tifed, he will not put himfelf into the hands of 



* Louvres,— a town in the Ifle of France, five leagues from 
Seiili8> fix from Pari^. 

-t Bourget,--a fmall town in the Ifle of France, about a 
ItMgat from Paris. 
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fuch people, who meet him fully armed when* 
they ought to have come in all humility, with a 
proceflion, ringing the bells of Pari^^ and return* 
ing tHanks to God for the grand victory he has 
been pleafed to give us in Flanders.* 

The lords were fomewhat puzzled how to aft : 
at laft, it was determined that the conftable of 
France, the lord d'Albreth, the lord de Coucy, 
fir Guy de la Trimouiile and Sir John de Viennc 
ihould go to fpeak with them, and demand the 
reafon why they had come out of Paris in fuA 
a body, armed from head to foot, to meet their 
king ; for that fuch a proceeding had never before 
been known in France. Thefe lords were pre^ 
pared to anfwer, whatever might be their reply to 
this queftion ; for they were fully capable to 
manage a bufinefs, had it been of ten times the 
importance* 

They fet out from the king unarmed, and, to 
give a pretext to their miffion, they took with 
them three or four heralds, whom they ordered 
to ride forward, faying ; ' Go to thofe people 
and demand from them a paffport for our coming 
to them and our return, as we are ordered to 
parley with them, and tell them the king's com- 
mands.' The heralds, fticking fpurs into their 
horfcs, foon came up to the Parifians. When the 
Parifians faw them coming, they never thought 
they were ordered to fpeak with them, but that 
they were going to Paris, like nien who wiflied to 
get there before hand. 

The h(?rald«, who had their emblazoned tabards 
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on, afked, with a loud voice, ^ Where are the 
chiefs? where are the chiefs? Who among you 
are captains ? becaufe it is to thepi our lords have 
fent us/ Thefe words made (ome of the Parifians 
perceivq they had afted wrong, and, bowing their 
heads, replied ; * There are no chiefs here : we 
are but one, and under the command of our lord 
the king. Speak, in the name of God, what you 
have to fay.' 

* My lords,' anfwered the heralds ; * our lords 
(uaming them) have fent us hither ; for they can- 
npt conceive what are your intentions ; and to 
require that they may peaceably and without peril 
come hither and fpeak with you, and return to 
the king with fuch an anfwer as you (hall give 
them ; for otherwife they are afraid to come.' 

* By my troth,' replied thofe to whom this 
fpeech had been addrefled, ' there was no need to 
fay this to us, unlefs it came from their noble 
minds; but we think you are laughing at us.' 
^ We have told you nothing. but the truth,' faid 
the heralds. * Well then,* replied the Parifians, 
* go and tell them they may come hither in per- 
feft fafety ; for they fliall have no harm from us, 
who are ready to obey their commands.' ^ 

The heralds returned to their lords and related- 
Yvhat you have juft read. The four barons then 
advanced, attended by the heralds, to the Parifians, 
whom they found drawn up in very handfome 
battle-array. They were upwards of twenty 
thoufand. As thefe lords rode by them, ex* 
amining and praifmg, in their own minds, their 

handfome 
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handfome appearance ; the Parifiam bowed as they 
paffed. When they were arrived in the centre^ 
they flopped : and the conflable, addrefling them, 
j&iid with, a loud voice, ^ You people of Paris, 
what can have induced you thus to quit your 
town in fuch array? It would feem that, thus 
drawn up, you were defirous of combating the 
king, your lord, you who are his fubjefts.* 

* My lord,' replied thofe who heard him, 
* under your favour, we have no fuch intentions, 
nor ever had. We have come out in this manner, 
fince yott pleafe to know it, to difplay to our lord 
the king the force of the Parifians, for he is very 
young and has never feen it j and, if he fliould 
not be made acquainted with it, he can never 
know what fervice he may draw from us Ihould 
there be occafion.' 

* Well, gentlemen,* anfwered the conftable, * you 
fpeak fairly : but we tell you from the king, that 
at this time he does not wifh to fee it, and what 
you have done has been fufScient for him. Return, 
therefore, inftantly to Paris, each man to his own 
houfe, and lay afide your arms, if you wifli the 
king fhould come thither.* * My lord,' replied the 
Parifians, ' we will cheerfully obey your orders.* 

The Parifians upon this marched back to Paris, 
and each went to his houfe to difarm himfelf. 
The four barons returned to the king, and re- 
ported to him and his council the words you have 
heard. It was then ordered that the king and 
his uncles, with the principal lords, fhould enter 
Paris with fome men at arms, but that the main 

body 
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body (hould remain near the city, to keep the 
Parifians in awe. 

The lord de Coucy and the marflial de Sancerrc 
were ordered to take the gates off the hinges from 
the principal gates of St. Denis and St. Marcel 
immediately on the king's entrance into Paris, fo 
that the gates might be open day and night for 
the men at arms to enter the more eafily, and 
mafter the Parifians fhould there be any neceflity 
for it. They alfo commanded the chains which 
were thrown acrofs the ftreets to be taken away, 
that the cavalry might pafs through the ftreets 
without danger or oppofition. Thefe orders were 
punctually obeyed. 

The king made his entrance into Paris and 
lodged at the Louvre, and his uncles with him : 
the other lords went to their own h6tels, at leaft 
thofe who poflTefled any. The gates were taken 
off the hinges, and the beams which had been laid 
under the tower of the gates, with the chains from 
the ftreets, were carried to the palace. 

The Parifians, feeing this, were in great alarm, 
and fo fearful of being punilhed that none dared 
to venture out of doors, nor to open a window : 
they remained in this fituation for three days, in' 
great fright left they ftiould receive more harm 
than they had done. It coft them fevcral large 
fums ; for thofe whom they wifticd to mark, were 
fent for one at a time, to the council chamber, 
where they were fined ; fome fix thoufand, others 
three,, others one ; fo that they exafted from the 
city of Paris, to the profit of the king, his uncles 

and 
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and minTleri^ the funr of four hundred dtoufinS 
francs* They never afked any but the principal per** 
fens as to their means of payment^ ^who thought 
themfelves happy to efcape with only a fine. They 
were ordered to carry their armour in bags, each 
man his own, to the cafUe of Beaut^^ which ia 
now called the caftle of Vincennes, where tfaejr 
were ^rown into the great tower, with the mallets^ 
In this manner were the Parifians punifhed, as 
an example to the other towns of the kingdom of 
France. In iddition, they were taxed with fub- 
fidies, aides, gabelles, fouages, with the twelfth 
and thirteenth penny, and many other vexations* 
The flat country was alfo completely ranfacked^ 
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CHAP. XLIX. 

S1EVERAL or THE PRINCIPAL CITIZENS OF PARIB 
ABE B1EHEADSD WITH JOHN DfiS MARXTS, AND 
MANY OTHERS IN THE WPFERBNT TOWNS AND 

CITIES IN FRANCE. 

npHE king and his council arrefted and threw 
into prifon whatever perfons they pleafed. 
Many were drowned ; but, in order to calm the 
fears of the others, proclamation was made in the 
king's name in all the flreets and fquares of 
Paris, that no one, under pain of death, fhould 
hurt the inhabitants, nor pillage their houfes. 

This 
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This pradamtdbn giatty tppeafai tht Panfians^ 
There were, however, carried to execution Ibverat 
of the inhabitants who had been condemned to 
death for having ftirred up the people: but it 
was with great aftoniihment John des Mar^s* was 
£een among the number ; he was confidered as a 
wife and upright man ; and fome fay he was con- 
demned unjuftly, for he was always kno^^n to 
have a£ted with the utmoit prudence, and was 
above all one of the greateft and wifeft members 
of the courts of law. He had ferved king Philip, 
king John and king Charles, with fo much credit 
that no fault was found in him : neverthelefs, he 
was condemned to be beheaded, with twelve others 
in his company. 

As they were conducing him to his execution, 
feated in a cart high above the others, he called 
out, * Where are thofe who have condemned me ? 
Let them come forth, and juftify, if they can, the 
caufe and reafon why and wherefore they have 
judged me guilty of death.' He then harangued 
the^ people, and thofe who were to fuffer with 
him, which made all pity him, but they dared not 
fpeak out. 

He was carried to the market-place in front of 
the town-houfe, where all who accompanied him 
were beheaded before his eyes : in the number 



* John des Mar^ts was an upright man, a diRinguiflied 
magiftrate and avocat general. He fuffered from the hatred 
of the dukes of Berry and Burgundy, which was moft inveterate 
toward^ him. 
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t^as Nicholas ?hbiahd; a dAper, for WH^ life 
forty thoufand francs had been offered in vain# 
\^hen the executioner cime to behead John des 
Mar^ts, he faid to him, ^Matter John, beg for 
mercy of the king, that he may pardon you your 
crimes/ Upon which he tuhied, and faid, * I 
have ferved his^reat grandfather king Philip, king 
John, and king Charles his father faithfully and 
loyally ; and never did thefe three kings find fault 
with me, nor would this king have done SOy if he 
had arrived at tfie wifdom alid age of manhood. 
I firmly believe, that in my condemnation, he is 
not any ways culpable. I have not therefore any 
caufe to beg his mercy ; but from God alone fhall 
I beg it, and that he would forgive all my fins/ 

Upon this, he took leave of the people, who, 
for the greater part, were in tears j and thus died 
Mafter John des Marets. 

In like manner were feveral executed in the 
city of Rouen, and many fined, in order to in- 
timidate the people. At Rheims, Chalons, Troyes, 
Sens and Orleans, fimilar fcenes paffed. The 
towns were heavily fined becaufe they had been 
difobedient at the commencement of this reign. 
Immenfe fums were thus raifed throughout the 
kingdom, and all went to the dukes of Berry and 
Burgundy, for the king was under their manage- 
ment. However, to fay the truth, the conftable 
and marflials had great part of it to pay the men 
at arms who had ferved in the expedition to 
Flanders. The lords and great barons of France, 
fuch as the count de Blois, the count de la Marche, 
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the comu d^Eu^ tl\e count de St* Pol, the count 
de Harcourt^ the count dauphin of Auvergneu 
the lord de Coucy and others, had granted fq 
diem aflignments on tke royal domain, to raife 
as much as the king owed them for their fervices 
in Flanders, and to pay their men* I know not 
how tbefe lords were paid their affignments, for 
very ihortly new taxes wex^ impoTed on thefe lands 
by orders from the king. Moll commonly the 
king's tax was infifled on being paid firft, and the 
k>rds were obliged to wait for their arrears. 



CHAP. L. 

THE GIIKNT MEN RENEW THE WAR. THE EARL OF 

FLANDERS BECOMES AN OBJECT OF HATRED TO 
THE ENGLISH. 

VOU know that when the king of France de* 
parted from Courtray, the town of Ghent 
was dill in a ftate of war. The governors of it at 
this time were Peter du Bois, Peter le Nuicre and 
Francis Atremen, ivho reinforced their army With 
foldiers wha came from different countries, and 
were not in the leaft dilmayed with their fituation, 
but as frefli and vigorous as ever. Thefe captains 
heard that there was a garrifon of Bretons and Bur* 
gundians in the town of Ardembourg, and there- 
fore deleiniiued to pay them a vifit. Accordingly 
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tf suacis Atremen inarched from Ghent with three 
'iboafand men, and arrived at Ardembourg, where 
^tiiere was t fevere fkimiiih. In JkGt^ the ghent 
tnen won the town ; but it cod them a number of 
men,' as there were full two hundred of their 
fotdiers killed. The town was ftormed, pillaged, 
and the greater part of it burnt. They then 
marched back to Ghent with their booty, where 
they were received with great joy. Shordy after 
this they advanced to Dendremonde, Aloft, and 
as iar as Oudenarde, plundering the whole country* 

The earl of Flanders, who refided at Lille, 
heard how the ghent men were ravaging the coun« 
try, and marching to different parts to plunder it# 
He was much enraged thereat, not fuppofing they 
would have had eicher the courage or power fo to 
do, fmce they had loft Philip von Artaveld. Thofe 
prefent anfwered ; * My lord, you have always 
heard how very artful the men of Ghent are : they 
have fliewn it to you, and will now do fo the more 
fince their ambaffadors are returned from England, 
efpecially Francis Atremen, who was the intimate 
frteftd of Philip: and a&long a§ he lives, you will 
never be free from war. We alfo know for a 
truth that he has concluded a treaty between 
Ghent and the king of England ; for he is fe- 
♦cr^ly, in fpite of appearances, attached to Eng- 
land, and receives daily from thence one franc as 
i«rages. John Saplemon, who lives at Bruges, and 
ha5 refided there under you for twenty-four years, 
'. pVfl him monthly. To corroborate the truth of 
• his <:&nne6ions "with England, Raflfe de Voirie, 
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Louis de Voz and John Sercolat, who are from 
Ghent, and the clerk who folicits the bifhoprick^ 
have remained, behind in England to complete the 
treaties. In the month of May, you will hear 
more of all this than we now have told you.' 

The earl of Flanders pondered on what he had 
heard, and believed the fad was fo. He turned 
his attention to John Saplemon and the Englifh at 
Bruges, and ordered his ferjeants to fummon them 
Jo appear on a certain day before him. The fer- 
jeants ordered John Saplemon and feveral Other 
rich Engliflimen, who were quite unprepared for 
fuch a proceeding, to appear that day fortnight be- 
fore the earl, in the caftle of Lille. 

The Englifli were much aftonifhed at the fum- 
inons, and confulted together. They could not 
imagine for what caufe the earl had thus fum- 
, moned them. Having weighed every circumftajice, 
they began to have their fufpicions, for they knew 
the earl was very hafty in his anger. They faid 
among themfelves j ^ He who is not careful of his 
own perfon, is careful of nothing. 1 fufpedl the 
, earl has had fome intelligence concerning us j for 
with Francis Atremen, who has a penfion from our 
•king, there are two citizens of this town in £ng- 
. land, who, having turned to his party, may per- 
haps have given information againil us, and placed 
us in his ill graces/ 

This idea ilruck them all, and made them afraid 
to wait the day of fummons, and to appear at 
Lille. They fet out from Bruges for Sluys, where, 
by great exertions^ they purchafed 9 veffel that w^g 
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t^auy to fail, land having embatkedi Weighed an^ 
^hor, and arrived at the quays of London. When 
the eai;l of Flanders heard of this, and faw that 
the Englifh did not come according to his fum- 
mons^ he was mnch vexed. He found, from ap« 
peatances, that what he had been told was the truth. 
He inftantly fent his ferjeants to Bruges, and caufed 
-to be feized whatever could be found belonging to 
thofe Englifh who had fled, felling the articles col- 
lected ; and John Saplemon of London and his 
companions were banifhed Flanders for one hun- 
dred years and a day. Thofe who had been ar- 
tefted were thrown into the dungeon of the prifon, 
which coft fome of them their lives, whiifl others 
recovered all they had loft. 

There is a common and true faying, that envy 
never dies. This comes to my remembrance, be- 
caufe the Englifh are too envious of another's good 
fortune, and have always been fo. You mufl 
know, that the king of England, his uncles, and 
the nobility, were much vexed at the good fuccefs 
and great honour which the king of France and 
his nobles had gained at the battle of P.pfebecque. 
When the englifh knights converfed together on 
the fubjefl:, they faid; * Ha, by holy Mary! how 
proud will the French be now, for the heap of pea- 
fants they have flain. I wi(h to God Philip von Ar- 
taveld had had two thoufand of our lances and fix 

• 

thoufand archers : not one Frenchman would have 
efcaped death or imprifonment. By God, they 
(hall not long keep this honour, for we have now 
a fine opportunity of entering Flanders* That 
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4jpuflitry has been conquered by the king x)f Vrmc^ 
and we will conquer it for the king of EnglamL 
The earl of Flanders fhews at this moment hair 
completely he is fubjeft to France, and how mucli 
he wifhes, in every refpeft, to pleafe her, by ba- 
liifhing from Bruges and Flanders our engUih 
merchants, who have refided there upwards xyf 
thirty years. The time has been when he would 
not have fo done for any confideration, but at pre- 
fent he dares Hot ia£i otherwife for fear oiF the 
French.' 

This, and fuch like fpeeches, were common in 
England; and it was publicly faid, that things 
Jhould not remain as they were: now, one may 
fairly fuppofe, that envy was the original caufe 
t)f it. 



CHAP. LI. 



POPE URBAN SENDS BULLS INTO ENGLAND VOt 
THE DESTRUCTION OF TH5 CLEMENTISTS. 



THE BISHOP OF NORWICH APPOINTED COM* 
MANBER IN CHIEF AGAINST THEM. 

'A BOUT this period he who figned himfelf pope 
/:v Urban the fixth, came from Rome to Genoi 
by fea, where he was grandly received, and hi 
fixed his feat there. You have heard how all 
England was obedient to him, both church and 
commonalty, and no\v more thaa' ever. 

\ Bccaufe 
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.Bftaufe tlaie king of France and tjhat natipip^ yrgM 
Clementifts, UrBan,*C^h*)rti, the ESgJSE' a^][]^ 
feral btUer countries' ol^YeSTaurmg his r/sfidence 
at Genoa, fought how he coujd obcain fq^cours 
from England to annoy the king of Fr^c^j and 
i jwill tell you by what n>ean3. He wa$ to fend his 
iauUs to the archbifliops and bifhops of the coun^ 
try, to proclaim that 'he abfolived, and would aU 
folve, from all crime pr fault, every pnei^^l^p 
would aififl in the deflru^ion of the Clqv^ndl^Sf 
He. had heard that his adverfary Cl^rnent h^^.T^" 
Sorted to this means in Fr^ncie, and was (I^Dy ^o^ng 
fo; and that the French calkd the yrbaiiiil^,^^to 
matters of faith, dogs, which thofe tctqft§^ bs|c^ 
on: the Clenwntifts, whom .Urban was very. dsArPus 
of condemning to the utmoft of his pov^ier,^ ^nd hj^ 
knew he had ao other meana of hurtmg .t£ien) 
but through the Ehglifli. It was meceffary,, ^^fr 
ever, that' he fliould have a con(ider4bIe^ )(upa o^ 
ready money, if he wifced tp put his plans iutcj 
execution ; for it was well known that tke nobles 
of England would not, for all the abfolutipns m 
the world, undertake any expeditions, unlei$. fuch 
were preceded by offers of money. Men at arms 
cannot live on pardons, nor do they pay much at* 
tention to them except at the point of death* H^ 
therefore determined, that with the bulls ,he fenlt 
to England for the prektes to preach upon, he 
ifirould order a full tenth to be ^-aifed by the churchy 
and to be paid by them to the nobility » without af- 
fc^ling the king's tyeafury, nor opjjreffmg the com- 
mon 
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mon people. This, he imagined, would be l^e^ 
able to the knights and barons of England. 

' He inftantly haftened the writing and engrojEng 
his bulls, as well to the king as to his uncles and 
the prelates of England, with his pardons and ab« 
folutions from all crimes ; he granted bcfides, to 
the king and his uncles, a full tenth to be by them 
raifed and levied throughout the kingdom, on 
which he enlarged very much. And becaufe all 
thele fums were to come from the church, he 
would have a churchman command the expedition 
The lord flenry Spenfer, bifhopof Norwich, was 
appointed, that the commonalty and churches of 
Eriglaftd might have greater faith in it. 

- In addition to thi3, becaufe he knew that the 
king of Spain was contrary to his intereft, and 
much allied with the king of France, he declared, 
that with the money that (hould be thus raifed in 
England, the duke of Lancafter, who, in right of 
his wife, called himfelf king of Caftille, fhould 
fet out for that country to raife a fimilar army 
there : . and, if the duke of Lancafter would un- 
dertake this expedition with a powerful force of 
men at arms, he would grant to the king of Por- 
tugal (who had juft commenced a war againfl don 
John lung of Caftille) a full tenth on the whola 
kingdom of Portugal. ' 

In this manner was Urban adive in his own 
concerns. He fent upwards of thirty bulls to 
England, where they were received with much 
joVf Th^ preliites jprea^hed up ip their diocefes 
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this .expedidon in the manner of a croifade ; and 
the people of England, who are credulous enough, 
believed it too readily, fo that none of either fex 
thought they fhould end the year happily, nor have 
any chance of entering paradife, if they did not 
give handfomely to the expedition as pure alms* 
At London, and in that diocefe, there was col- 
kfted a large gafcony tun full of money, and he 
who gave mod, according to the pope's bull, 
gained the greateft number of pardons. All who 
Ihould die at this time, and who had given their 
money, were abfolved from every fault ; and, by^ 
the tenor of the bull, happy were they who could 
now die, in order to obtain fo noble an abfolution. 
They coUefted, during the winter and enfuing 
Lent, throughout England, as well by alms as by 
the taith from the church, for every thing was 
received, and they fo cheerfully taxed themfelves 
that the fum of twenty-five hundred thoufand 
francs was amafled. 
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CHAP. LIL 

THE BISHOP OF NORWICH, COMMANDER OF THE 
ENGLISH IN THE CROISADE OF URIXAN AGAINST 
THE CLEMENTISTS, DISEMBARKS AT CALAIS WITH 
HIS ARMY OF URBANISTS. 

\^HEN the king of England, his uncles and 
council were informed of the amount of the 

above 
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aboYC film, they were greatly rejoiced, and /kldi' 
they had money fufficient to carry on a war agaiait 
the two kingdoms of France and Spain. 

Thomas bifhop of London, and brother to thcf 
earl of Devonfhire, was nominated to accompany 
the duke of Lancailer to Spain, in the nantie of 
the pope and prelates of England. They were to 
have two thoufand lances and four thoufand ardherSj, 
and one half of the money which had be^n taifed ; 
but they were not to leave England fo foon as the 
army under the command of the bifhop of Nor» 
wichy becaufe this laH: was to march to Calais and 
enter France. They were uncertain how far in 
that country they could advance, and whether the 
king of France would meet them in force to give 
them battle. 

There was another circumftance adverfe to the 
duke of Lancafter, who had great expedationa 
from his intended expedition : the conmion people 
of England inclined in general to follow the bifhop 
of Norwich in preference to him ; for a confider- 
able time he had not been popular with them : be- 
fides, France was much nearer than Spain. Some 
faid privately, that the duke of Lancafter, more 
through avarice and a defire to partake pf the 
large fums which had been collefted from the 
church and from the alms of good men than 
through devotion, had planned this expedition j 
but that the bifhop of Norwich reprefented the 
pope, and had been appointed by him to the cpm-f 
msftd, for which reafon the greater part of tha 

people^ 
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pi^le, as w^l 2S the king, had greater faiA' in 
hmu 

There were in the pay of the church, and. under 
the command of this bifhop of Norwich^ feveral good 
knights of England and Gafcony, fnch as the lord 
de Beaumont, fir Hugh Oalvcrley, fir Thomas 
Trivet, fir William Hclmon, fir. John Ferrers, fir 
Hugh Spenfer nephew of the bifhop, being his 
brother's fon, fir William Fermiton, fir Matthew 
Redman, governor of Berwick, the lord de Chi- 
teauneuf and his brother fir John de Chateau- 
neuf, Raymond Maflbn, .William de Pau, Garbt 
Vighier, John de Cachitan, with many others : in 
the whole, about five hundred lances and fifteen 
hundred other men ; but there were multitudes of 
priefts, becaufe it was an affair of the church and 
had been fet on foot by the pope. 

The men at arms were punftual in laying in 
their (lores, and the king gave them a paflage from 
Dover and Sandwich. Their purveyances were at 
thofe places about Eafter ; and all who were de« 
firous of going on this expedition, which was a 
fort of croifade, marched thither in fmall bodies. 
. • Before the bifhop and the captains embarked, 
but particuarly fir Hugh Calverley, fir Thomas 
Trivet and fir William Helmon, they were fum- 
moned to attend the king's council, where they 
folemnly fwore, in the prefence of the king, to ful- 
fil the objefl: of the expedition, and that they 
trould never make war on, or harafs any country 
or men who acknowledged pope Urban, but only 
ihofe who were under the obedience of Clement. 

After 
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After they had taken this bath, ; the kingi iyj 
advice of his council, addreffed them, faying,— 
• Bifhop, and you, Thomas and William, when 
you fhall have arrived at Calais, you will remadai 
diere for a month or thereabouts, in which tiiiie 
1 will fend you a good mar&al and valiant man» 
fir William Beauchamp ; for I have difpatched 
mcflengcrs to him on the borders of Scotland, 
where he at yprefent is holding conferences on our 
part with the Scots, for the trace between us 
and Scotland will expire ou St. John's day. On 
his return, you fhall have hinr without fail in 
your company : therefore wait for hira, for he 
will be of great ufe to you by his good fenfe and 
advice/ 

ITie bifhop of Norwich and the above-named 
knights aifented to this propofal, and quitted the 
king : they went ta Dover, where they embarked, 
and arrived at Calais the 23d of April 1383. Sir 
John Delvernes was at that time governor of 
Calais, who received the bifhop and his com- 
panions with much pleafure. They difembarked, 
a few at a time, with their horfes and armour i 
and thofe who had the opportunity of doing fo, 
lodged themfelves in the town, the reft abided in: 
huts which they erected in the neighbourhood^ 
and continued thus until the 4th day of May, ex- 
pefling their marfhal, fir William Beauchamp^ 
who, however, did not arrive. 

The bifhop of Norwich, young and eager, and 
wifhing to bear arms, having never done fo but 
in Lombardy with his brother, finding ' himfelf 

at 
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at Calais^ and at the head of fo fine a body of thea 
at arms, faid to his companions, ^ For what pur- 
pofe, my good firs, are we thus waiting here fo 
long ? Sir William Beauchamp will never arrive, 
and the king and his uncles have totally forgotten 
us. Let us perform fome deeds of arms, fince 
we have been ordered fo to do J and loyally em- 
ploy the money of the church, fince we are living 
upon it, and make conquefts on our enemies.' 

* It is well fpoken/ replied thofe who heard him, 
* Give notice to our men, that in three days we 
ihall make an excurfion, and let us determine to 
what part we (hall march. We cannot iffue out of 
the gates of Calais without entering an enemy's 
country ; for France furrounds us on all fides, as 
well towards Flanders as towards Boulogne and 
'St. Omer : Flanders is now a conquered country, 
by the power of the king of France. Confidering 
all things, we cannot do a more honourable ex- 
ploit than to reconquer it ; for the earl of Flanders 
lias done great injuftice to our countrymen, whom, 
without any apparent reafon, he has baniflied from 
Bruges and Flanders. Two years ago, he would 
not willingly have done fo ; but at this moment 
he muft obey the orders and good pleafure of the 
king of France.' * On which account,' faid the 
bifhop of Norwich, * if I may be believed, the 
firft expedition we undertake fliould be to Flanders.* . 

* You fhall be believed heartily,' replied fir 
Thomas Trivet and fir William Helmon : * give 
orders for this, and let us march thither in three 
^ays, for it will be on enemy's ground,' 

This 
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This m& adopted by all in the council; aadl 
•diej gave notice of it to the reft; of the army*- . 
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CHAP.LHL 

• ■ . ' 4 

THE BISHOP OF NORWICH, COMMANDER .OF THR 
VI^BANIp7^i , ENTEI^S FLANDERS CpN-XRAR^y TO. 

. THE OPINION OF SI^ iJ[Ur.H CALVER^EY,— *THi; 
$ARL OF FJLANDERiS SE^DS AMBAS^ADOKS TO 
T^E BISHOP, WI|0 RETURNS A HARSj^ . AN.SWiR* 

.CIR Hugh Calverley was not pref^^nt at this 
council, having gone to fee a coufin called fir 
John Droidtott*, who was governor of Gaines, 
and had remained there all that day, intending 
to return on the following, which he did* The 
bifliop fent for him to the caftle, where he was 
lodged, as were the others, becaufe fir Hugh had 
been longer accuftomed to arms and h^^d feen 
more than they had done. The knights had told 
the bifhop that they wifhed to have fir Hugh's 
opinion before they undertook any thing. The 
bifhop related to fir Hugh, in their p|-efence, the 
converfation which had paffed, and demanded his 
advice on it. Sir Hugh thus replied to the bifliop ; 
* Sir, you know on what terms we have left 
England : our expedition has nothing to do with 
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iKrfaat concerns the wars of kings, biit is fioldi^ 
pointed againft the Clementifts. Wc afe the 
foldiers of pope Urban, who haA giren us ab- 
folution from all faults, if we deftroy the Clo* 
mentifls. Should we mardi into Flanders, not- 
withflanding that country may now a|>pertain to 
the king of France and duke of Burgundy, we 
fiiall forfeit our engagement ; (ot I underftam^ 
that the earl of Flanders and all iht Flemings iit 
as good Urbanifts as ourfelves ; befides, we havb 
not a fufficient army to enter Flanders, for ^ey 
are prepared and accuftomed to war, faaTM^ 
had nothing elfe to do for thefe lait four years. 
They are a numerous people, and it will be dif- 
ficult to march through fo ftrong a country. 
Btit if you be determined on an expecHtion, let 
us march into France, there we fhail fiiid otJr 
enemies. ^ The king, our lord, is noir at opeJi 
war with them, and the French are- all Clfetnendfts, 
holding a contrary faith to us and to our pop^ 
We ought to wait fdr our marlhal, fir Williaih 
Beauchamp, who cannot fail (b aTrivefoon widi 
large reinforcertients ; and the laft Vord the kinjj 
faid to us was, that he would fend hitWi • I there^ 
fore aklvife, (ince yoii are teiblved Dix an expedition, 
that we march towards jASre or MoiitrieuliV ftone 
w^l Venture, as yet, to dppofe us, amd we fliall add 
to our numbers by the Flemings who, ^bapdng toft 
their all, will come and join us in the hopes of 
gain. They have ftiU tinkling ia their minds thie 
mis^tunes the French brougbt^on Aeqi by the 
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Haaghter of their Others, fons and friends in their 



wars/ 



Scarcely had fir Hugh done fpeaking, when the 
bifhop^ in a rage, hot and impetuous as he was, 
replied j * Yes, yes, fir Hugh : you have leamc 
fo long to fight in France, that you know not how 
to fight elfewhere. Now, can we any where 
make an excurfion with more advantage to our- 
felves than towards the fea, by Bourbourg, Dun- 
kirk, Nieuport, and thence to the dependencies of 
Caflel, Bergues, Ypres and Poperingue. In the 
country I have named, according to the in- 
formations I have received from citizens of Ghent 
who are with us, they have never been harafled by 
the war; we will therefore go thither to refrefh 
ourfelves, and wait for the arrival of fir William 
Beauchamp, if he intend coming, but as yet we 
have not had any intelligence of him/ 

Sir Hugh Calverley, feeing himfelf thus re- 
buffed by the biihop, who was of high birth and 
his commander, notwithfianding he was a valiant 
knight, made no reply, and the rather becaufe he 
had not any fupport from fir Thomas Trivet, nor 
from fir William Helmon : he therefore left the 
place, faying ; ' By God, fir, if you make an 
excurfion, fir Hugh Calverley will accompany 
jyou, and you ihall take neither road nor march 
but he will be of the party/ 

^ I willingly believe,' iaid the biihop, ' that you 
have a great defire for an excurfion: therefore 
make yourfelf ready, for we Audi march in the 
morning/ In this refoiution they agreed^ and 

thea 
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thcfi feparated. Orders were fent to all the quar« 
ters in and round Calais, that every one might 
be prepared for the expedition in the morning. 
When morning came, the trumpets founded, and 
all marched off, taking the road towards Grave- 
luies^ They were, according to a mufter made, 
; three thoufand armed heads. They continued 
their march until they came to the port of Grave- 
lines ; but it was at the time of ebb, they there- 
fore pailed by the port, and attacked and pillaged 
a monastery which the townfmen had forti&ed. 
The town could not hold out long, for it was only 
inclofed by palifadoes, and the inhabitants were 
feamen. If there had been any gentlemen in the 
town it would have held out longer than it did. 
Neither had the country any notice of this war, 
nor did they any way fufped the £ngli(h of 
thus attacking them. The Englifli therefore con- 
quered the town of Gravelines by florm ; and, 
^having entered it, advanced towards the moaaftery, 
whidier thefe good people had retreated, carrying 
with them their wives, children and fortunes, 
which they placed therein, depending on the 
ftrength of the walls. Ihey had made deep 
ditches all round this ftrong place, fo that tlie 
£nglifh could not immediately win it, but re- 
mained two days in the town before they took it. 
In the end, they conquered, and flew thofe who 
de&nded it, doing with the remainder according 
to their pleafure. 

Thus were they lords and matters of Gravelines, 
where the whole army was quartered, and faund 
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j)Icttty of provifion. The country began to tafe 
alarm on hearing the Englilh were in poffeffion of 
Graveiines j and thofe of the low countries flieltered 
themfelves in the fortrefles, fending their wives 
and children to Bergues, Bourbourg and St. Omer. 

The earl of Flinders heard at Lille^ where he 
tefided, that the Englilh had made war on his 
country, and had taken Graveiines. He began to 
have fufpicions of them, as well as of Bruges and 
its dependencies. Summoning his council, he 
feid to them ; * I am very much aftoniftied that 
the Englilh Ihould overrun my country, and take 
my towns without giving me any notice of it; and 
that, without fending me any defiance, they Ihould 
have entered my territories.' * Indeed, my lord/ 
fdme of them replied, * you have caufe to wonder j 
but one may fuppofe they conlider Flanders as 
"belonging to France, fince the king had advanced 
•fofar into it that the country furrendered to him.* 
* Well, what had we bell do ?* alked the earL 
^ It will be right,^ replied his council ; * that fir 
John de Villain, and fir John du Moulin, who 
are here, and have penfions from the king of 
England, Ihould go in your name to England to 
fpeak with the king, and report to him a detail of 
this affair, and demand, in your name, for what 
purpofe he thus makes war on you, I believe, 
that when he Ihall have heard your ambaffadors, 
he will be angered at thofe who have thus haraffed 
your country, and recal them thence with much 
blame.* 

* This is very well/ faid the carl, * but during 

the 



2^3 

the titne b\it khights ate going to England, thofc 
Cit Gravelines (and who will ilop them ?) may do 
great damage to the inhabitants of the Franconate/ 
The earl was thus anfwered ; * It is neccffary fome 
parley fhould be held with them, as well to obtain 
paflpof ts for Calais and England as to know what 
it is they want ; and fir John Villain and fir John 
du Moulin are fuch difcreet perfons> that they 
will manage to reftore peace to the country/ * I 
Confent to this,' replied the eatU 

The two knights received their inftruftions from 
the earl and his council, in regard to the parley 
with the bifliop of Norwich as well as rdTpe&ing 
their miffion sLnd what they were to fay to the 
king of England and his uncles, Whilft thefc 
knights were preparing to fet out for GravelineS 
to the bifliop of Norwich, all the country rofe in 
the environs of Bourbourg, Bcrgues, Caflel, Po- 
peringue, Furnes, Nieuport and other towns, and 
advancing to Dunkirk, entered that town, de- 
claring that they would in a fliort time march out 
to guard the frontiers and fight the Englifli. Thefc 
Flemings had for leader a knight called fir John 
Sporequin, who was governor or regent of the 
territories of madame de Bar, which are fituated 
on this frontier, and extend to the gates of Ypres* 

Sir John Sporequin was ignorant of the earl's 
intentions of fending to England: the haze de 
Flandres had come to him with thirty lances, and 
fai4 that the earl was at Lille ; but that he knew 
nothing more ; and that he was about to marry 
his fifter there with the lord Delbauurin. 
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' Thefe t\vo knights took great pains to ftir up 
the country and to colled all men of courage : they 
amounted at laft to twelve thoufand men, armed 
with pikes, (laves, coats of mail, jackets, iron caps 
and helmets, and all of them were, for the greater 
part, as I was informed, vaffals of madame de Bar 
refiding between Gravelines and Dunkirk. 

Three leagues off, and near the road, is . Mar- 
dyke, a large village quite open on the fea^fiiore, 
whither the Englifh advanced j and at times there 
were fkirmiflies. 

Sir John Villain and fir John du Moulin arrived 
at Gravelines with a paflport, for which they had 
waited at Bourbourg, where one of their heralds^ 
brought it. On their arrival at Gravelines, and 
foon after they had difmounted, they waited on 
the bifhop of Norwich, who outwardly gave them 
a handfome reception and good entertainment. 
He bad that day at dinner all the barons of his 
army ; for he well knew that the. knights of the 
earl of Flanders were coming, and therefore wilhed 
they might meet with them all together. 

The knights opened their bufinefs, and faid to 
the bilhop, — * Sir, we are fent hither by my lord 
of Flanders.' ' What lord ?' faid the bifhop. 

* The earl of Flanders, fir : Flanders has no 
other lord.* 

* By my God,' replied the bilhop, * we con- 
fider it as belonging to the king of France or to 
the duke of Burgundy, our enemies, for by force 
of arms have they juft conquered it.' 

^ Under refpefl: to your grace,' anfwered the 

knights. 
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kiiights, ^ the territory was loyally feitiitted at 
Tournay into the hands and government of my 
lord the earl of Flanders, who has fent us hither 
to entreat of you to grant us, who are attached 
by faith and penfion to the king of England yout 
lofd, paffpbrts to go to Englaild, to the king, td 
know his reafons for making war on my lord the 
earl of Flanders and his country without fendlhg 
him any defiance.' 

The bifliop replied, he would coiiftdfet of if^ 
and diey Ihould have his anfwer to-morrow morn- 
ing* They could not obtain more at this ttioment, 
and retired to their houfes, leaving the Englifh ih 
council, who refdlved as I fhall tell ybu. ' ^ * 

Having fully weighed every circumftahce,* Jittft 
the cnterprife they had Undertaken,' they vetdWiA 
not idgnaitit paflports to the two knights to go to 
. England, for the jouriiey Was Ibiig, and^ whllfe 
they wfere going and returning, th6 whble Country 
would be fecured and greatly ftrfeirgthened j for 
the es^l, who was a futtle charafter, might inform 
the kihg of France and duke of Btmgundy of his 
fituation, by whofe means fo large a force ibight, 
in a few days, come upon them, that ihey would 
be unable to refift it. Having formed this refolu- 
tiouj as to the anfwer they would give in the 
morning tb the knigbts from Flandei^s, fir Hugh 
CaWerley was called upon for his opinion^ who 
faid to the bifliop ; ' Sir, you arc bur commander: 
you will tell them that we are on the territories of 
the diichefs of Bar, who Is a Clementift; that 
you make war for Urban and for no one elfe ; 
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and that if the peopJe of this countiy, with the 
churches and inoimlleries, will be good Urhanifts, 
aud march with you through the country, your 
men &aU peaceably pais, paying for whatever 
they pay want : but in rejped to granting them 
pallports to go to England, you will do no fuch 
things for our war does not regard either the 
Jung of France, or the king of Engkuvd, but 
folely pope Urban, whofe foldiers we are. h. 
lieems to tpc that fuch an ai^wer ought to iatisfy 
'them-' 

All pre&nt aflente^ to it, and pajticiilariy the 
Jb'^ihop, vbo had no other care, 'whateva* Eoight 
be faid or t^one, but to fight and carry pn the 
Avar. Thus..^as this bulJAefs arranged for the 
jiight. On,the merrow after maJs, the tjvp Jfenights, 
defirous of having their aofwer, went tp the lodg- 
ings of the bjihop, $nd waited until he came pqi 
.to hear male, wiu^n they placed themlelves. before 
him. OutwardJy he feejned glad to fte them, and 
cpnverfed with them on different topics to delay 
the time pntil his knights Ihoald come. 0» their 
arrival, thp bifiiop faid, — ' My fair gentlemen, you 
^re come for ^n anf^er,, and you fhall have pne. 
With regard to the requeft you made to us from 
the ear] of Flanders, 1 inform you, you may re- 
turn when you pleafe to the earl ; but ?s to Calais 
or F.ngland, you ^ill go at your perils, for I will 
npt give yoi| any paflport. I am not kiqg of 
England, nor commiinoned to do fo. I aqi the 
foldier of pope Urb^n, and all thofe who are with, 
me are fo likewife» having taken his money to 
ferve 



fcrve him. We are at this moment on the ter- 
ritories of the duchefs of Bar, who is a Clementifl. 
If the people of this country hold that opinion, 
we make war on them. If th^y will follow us, 
they fhall have their (hare of the abfolutions ; for 
Urban, who is our pope, and for wliom we march; 
abfolves from all crimes thofe Who (hall aid in die 
deftrudion of the Clementift's. 

When the two knights heard this fpeechj fir 
John Villain faid j * Sir, with refped to what con- 
cerns the pope, I believe you have never heard but 
that my lord of Flanders is a good Urbanift, you 
have therefore been badly advifed if you make 
war on him or on his country: and I do not 
believe that the king of England has given you 
fuch extenfive orders ; for if fuch had been his 
intendons, he is fo noble and confiderate, he would 
firft have fent him a defiance,' 

ITiis anfwer enraged the bifliop, who faidj * Go 
and tell your earl, he fliall not have any other 
anfwen And if he wilhes to fend you or any 
others to England, to learn more particularly the 
king's intentions, let him look to it ; for thofe he 
fends niuft take another road than this, aad they 
(hall not crofs at Calais/ 

When the knights found they could not havo 
any other anfwer, they took their leave and dcf 
parted. They returned to their lodgings. to dinner; 
and then, mounting their ho^fes, went that ^^y^ cq 
8t, Omer* 
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CHAP. LIV. 

yilE BISHOP OF NORWICH MARCHES T0WARD3 

DUNKIRK. HE DEFEATS TWELVE THOUSAND 

FLEMINGS AND TAKES THE TOWN. 



T^HE fame day that the knights of Flanders ha4 
departed, news was brought to the biiOhop 
and the Englifh, that there were at Dunkirk and 
in its neighbourhood, upwards of twelve thoufand 
men armed, and that the baftard of Flanders com* 
manded them, but that there were other knight? 
and fquires who alfo advifed them. That they had 
Ikirmiihed with their men at Mardyke, and had 
repulfed and killed one hundred. 

The bifhop faid j ^ Now obferve the conduft df 
the earl of Flanders ; \ie ^e£)!s to do nothing, and 
yet he is at the bottom of all : he wants to nego- 
iiate fword in hand. I am refolved to march to- 
jnorrow towards D\mkirk, and fee v^hfit. fort of 
inen thefc are.* 

This propofal met univerfa} approbation, and 
notice was fent of it through Gravelines* Thi$ 
day two knights joined the army, one from Calais, 
ihp other from Ouines, with ;ibou( tiiirty lance3 
^d fi^cty archers. Thefe knights were called fir 
N|cho|ap C^liton* and fir John Draftonf, gov^rnoi" 
pf Cuines. 

■ ■»■.■ ipiiW^I III. ■ I 1 ., — ^M— 1^» 

* pliton. Q. if not (plinton. -j* Pradlon. Q, if not Drayton^ 
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On the enfuing morning, every one was ready 
for the march. They took the field, amounting 
in number to more than fix hundred lances and 
fifteen hundred archers. They advanced towards 
Mardyke and Dunkirk ; and the bifhop of Nor- 
wich had the arms of the church borne before 
him, the banner of St. Peter, gules with two keys 
en fautoir, as being gonfalonnier of pope Urban. 
His pennon had his own arms, which were argent 
quartered with azure, with a fret or, on a field 
azure, and a baton gules on a field argent ; and, 
becaufe he was a younger brother of the De- 
fpenfers, his arms were charged with a bordure 
gules. Sir Hugh Defpenfer, his nephew, was there 
with his pennon, and the lord de Beaumont, fir 
Thomas Trivet, fir William Helmon and fir Hugh 
Calverley, had both banner and pennon. Sir 
William Drayton, fir John Drayton his brother, 
fir Matthew d'Adremon, fir John Ferrers, fir Wil- 
liam Frcnenton*, and fir John de Neufchaftel, Gaf- 
con, had only pennons. 

Thefe men at arms came to Mardyke, where 
they refreftied chemfelves, and, having drank a 
cup, continued their march towards Dunkirk. 
The Flemings who were in the town beard thit 
the Englifh were marching in order of battle to 
combat them. Upon this, they relolved to take 
the field, and draw up in battle-array to defend 
themfelves if there fhould be any occafion, for it 
would not be for their advantage to fliut themfelves 

W I I ■ I ' ' ■ I . .1 I . ■ I 

* Frenenton. Q, Farringdon^ or Frampton, 
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up in the towi|. They mfts^ntly executed this i^e* 
folution^ and 2^1 who were in Dunkirk armed and 
inarched into th^ Ifields, where they drew up in 
good array on a h^ll, sgid muftered upwards of 
twelve thoufand men* 

TTie Englift were now advanced near to Dun- 
|urk, when^ on looking towards the riiing grounds 
on the right, in the direction of iEfourbourg, an4 
near the fea-fhore, they fsi^w the Flemings formed 
in a l^rge ^nd well-arranged battalion. On thi$ 
they h^tedf for they thought, from the manner iq, 
which the Flemings had drawn themfelve^ up, that 
they had an intention of fighting, The principal 
eaptains a^einbled to confider how they fhould 
jlow a£t, and many words puffed, for feme, and 
efpecially the bishop, wiftied to march inftantly tp 
(he combat ; but others, fi^ch as the lord de Beau- 
mont and f}r Hugh Calverlcy were of a contrary 
opinion, ^f\d ailigned a$ their reafon, that the 
Flemings had never done them any wrong; and 
that, in truth, they had never fent any declaration 
of war to the earl of Flanders, though they had 
entered his country. * We do not make war in a 
gallant manner, but like a mob, that whoever can, 
liiay pillage. The whole country where we are is 
tJrbanift, and fbllows the fame opinion as our*- 
fdves : now, confifier what juft caufe have we for 
attacking th^m;' The biftop anfwered j ^ How dp 
^ we know whether they are Urbanifts or not ?' * Ii^ 
^pd's name,* faid fir Hugh Cayerley, ' let us fen4 
^ herald to them to know why they are thus drawn 
TO \^ batt|e»array, a^i^d what they want j and let 
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them be afced which pope they obey* If they an- 
fwer, pope Urban, you will require of them, by 
virtue of the bull we have with ui, that they ac^ 
company us to St. Omer, Aire, Arras, or whither* 
foever we may wiih to lead them. When they 
ihall have had thefe queftions put to them, we 
fliaU'know their intentions, and m^y then call a 
council' 

This propofal was adopted, and a herald called, 
whofe name was Montforc, and attached to the 
duke of Brittany. He was ordered by thefe lords 
to ride to the Flemings, and told what he was to 
jay and how to ad: when among them. I^e obeyed 
their commands, and, clothed in his proper coat 
of arms, without fufpeding any accident, made 
for the Flemings, who were drawn up in bandfome 
order of battle. He wifhed to addrefs himfelf to 
fome knights ; but he could not, for as foon as the 
Flemings faw him, without ever aiking what was 
his buiinefs, or making any inquiries, they fur- 
rounded him and flew him like ignorant people, 
nor could thofe gentlemen who were there fave 
him. The Engliih, on feeing this adion, for they 
kept their eyes on them, were mad : as were alfo 
the citizens of Ghent who accompanied them and 
were eager to urge them on, hoping that by thefe 
means new troubles would fell on Flanders. 

The Englifti faid, — * This mob has murdered our 
herald : they fhall dearly pay for it, or we will ali 
idie on the fpot.' The archers were ordered to ad- 
vance on the Flemings. A citizen of Bruges or 
phent was made a knight, and &ortly the battle 

began 
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began bri{kly ; for, to fay the truth, the Flemings 
defended themfelves very well, but the archers 
wounded or beat down many, when the men at 
arms broke through them, and with their pointed 
fpears killed multitudes on their firft charge. In 
fhort, the Englifh won the day, and the Flemings 
Were defeated. They thought to keep together in 
a body and enter Dunkirk ; but the Englifh fol- 
lowed them clofely and kept up the engagement 
fo warmly that they entered the town with them. 
Numbers were flain in the ftreets or on the fliore, 
thoug^i they there gained fome advantage, for the 
Englifh lofl four hundred at leaft. 

As the Englifh purfued, the Flemings retired : 
many detached parties fought, in which feveral 
knights and fquires from Flanders were flain; 
fcarcely any efcaped death or captivity. Thus did 
this affair end : there were full nine thoufand Flem- 
ings killed at this battle of Dunkirk. 

The day this battle had taken place, fir John 
Villain and fir John du Moulin had returned to 
the earl of Flanders at Lille, and had repeated to 
the earl all they had feen and heard from the Eng- 
Ufh. The earl was very melancholy on the fub- 
jeft, not knowing how to aft : he was ftill more 
fo, and with greater reafon, when he heard the 
news of the flaughter and defeat of his men at 
Dunkirk. 

K He bore it with tolerable patience, and com- 
forted himfelf as well as he could, by faying, — 
* Well, if we have loft this time, at another, 
pleafe God, we fhall win.* He inftanily difpatched 

a mef- 
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^ meSenger to the duke of Burgundy, who vi$ 
with the king pf France, with private letters, to 
give him information of this event, and for him 
to confider of it ; for he concluded that fmce the 
Engliih had thus entered Flanders and killed hisfub- 
]e£tSy they would not reft there, but would advance 
further into the country and do more mifchief. 

The duke of Burgundy, on receiving this intd- 
ligence, fent knights and fquires to garrifon Su 
Omer, Aire, St. Venant, Bailleul, Bergues, Caf- 
fel, and all the ftrong places on the frontiers of 
Flanders, and to guard the entrance of Arcois« 

We will return to the Englifh, and fay how they 
profpered. 
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CHAP. L V. 

THE ENGLISH, UNDER THE COMMAND OF THE BISHOP 
OF NORWICH, HAVING CONQUERED ALL THE 
COAST FROM GRAVELINES TO SLUYS, LAY SIEOK 
TO YPRES. 

A FTER the defeat near Dunkirk and the con- 
que(^ of that town, the Engliih were fwoUea 
with pride, and thought all Flanders was their own* 
To fay the truth, had they marched dircSly to 
Bruges, many who were well acquainted with the 
ilate of that town, fay it would have furrendered 
(o theip : but they aded otherwife ; for they had 

determined 
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determined to march ta Bourboui^f td take thai 
town, and then to advance to, Aire and Caflel, 
conquering the whole country fi> as to leave no 
enemy in their rear, and then to lay liege to Ypres, 
They imagined the town of Ypres would furrender 
on feeing that the country was conquered. 

The Englifh left Dunkirk, after having done 
their pleafure with it, and marched for Bourbourg ; 
the inhabitants of which place, being much alarmed^ 
no fooner faw them coming than they inftandy 
furrender ed, on having their lives and fortunes 
fparedf The Englifh entered the place with great 
joy; for they faid they would there eftablifli a 
handfome garrifon, to make war on St. Omer a^d 
the adjacent frontiers. 

After this, they gained the caftle of Dixmude : 
but it was three days before they took it by ^orm, 
and the garrifon of two hundred men were flain. 
The Englifli repaired it, and declared they would 
keep it to the utmofl of their power, garrifoning 
it again with frefh men at arms. They continued 
thdr march to Caflel, which they took, where 
they made a great booty, and peopled it again with 
their own men. 

They ftill continued their march, faying that 
they would have a look at Aire; but many, well 
acquainted with its fituation, knew it was not eafy 
to be taken, and would coft too much : however, 
the bifliop^ of Norwich faid^ he would have a- near 
vie\^ of it, 

' At this time, the governor of Aire was a gallant 
kn^ht from Picardy, called fir Robert- de Be^ 

thune. 



thune, vifcount de Meaux : there were alfo witti 
him fir John de Roye, the lord de Clary, fir John 
<ie Bethune his brother, the lord de Montigny, fir 
P^ducas dc Pont Saint, fir John de Chaugny and 
fir Florens his ifon, with feveral more ; lb that 
there were about fix fcore lances of good men at 
arms, knights and fquires. 

When the biihop of Norwich, fir Hugh Cal- 
verley, fir Henry de Beaumont, fir Thomas Tri* 
vet, fir William Helmon,' fir Matthew Redman 
and the reft were advanced to a place near Aire, 
called the New Ditch, they fortned themfclves fa 
battle-array, and thus marched on in clofe order 
with banners and pennons fluttering in the wind ; 
for they knew not what inteAtions the vifcount and 
bis companions might have^ ' 

The vifcount with his kriights anfl fquires were 
handfomely drawn up on the caufcway before the 
barriers of Aire, and plainly faw thfc' Englifli 
march befide them, on the Toad to St. Venant; 
but, as they were not in rinmbers fufficient to bar 
that paflagei they remained quiet at their poft to de- 
fend themfelves if attacked. The Englifh mlirched 
by, and took up their quarters two leagues from 
St. Venant : the governor of that place was a 
knight of Picardy called fir William de Melie, who 
had fortified the church of the town' to ferve as ft 
place of retreat fliould it be necelfary : ' he found it 
fo, for the town was only inclofed by fmall p^ifa- 
does and ditches. The attack did not laft long 
before the Englifh entered it, when the French re-» 
tre^ed, fome to the caftle, others to the church. 

Thofe 
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Thofe in the caftle were not attacked ; for it waS 
marvelloufly ftrong, and could not be approached 
for the deep and wide ditches which fuf rounded it i 
bu£ the church was inftantly aifaulted by the Eng- 
lifli on their entrance into the town> for they had 
heard that the men at arms had retreated thither. 

Sir William de Melle was a good and gallant 
Jknighf , and would hav6 defended the church of 
^t* Venant valiantly ; but the englifli archers had 
furrounded it, and fhot fo rapidly and with Tuch 
good aim that fcarcely iany dared fhew themfelves 
in its defence. Thofe who were on the battle- 
ments were provided with ftones, pieces of wood 
and artillery, which they ufed with fuch fuccefe as 
to wound many; but the attack was continued 
with fo great earneftnefs by the Englifh that the 
church Was taken h-f ftorm and fir William in it^ 
who had fought valiantly. The others did the 
fame ; and had they dutqrtained any hopes of be-» 
ing fupported^ they would have held out longef, 
which was the caufe that they were thus eafily 
taken. Sir William de Melle was made a pri- 
foner : he agreed for his ranfoni, and returned to 
France with the confcnt of his captor, to whom he 
had given his word according to the manner in 
which all french and englifh gentlemen behave to 
one another in fimilar cafes ; but not fo the Ger- 
mans, who, whenever they take a ptifoner, throw 
him into durance vile, loaded with irons, in order 
to gain a' more confiderable ranfom. 

The bilhop of Norwich and his army, on their 
departure from St. Venant, quartered themfelves 

in 
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in the foreft of Niepe, which wis not fir diltant^* 
and near to BailleuL They entered the caftlewick 
of Poperingue, and took all the inclofed towns, 
wherein they found much money and groat booty, 
which they fent to Bergues or Bourbourg. Whea 
they had thus laid the whole country under thdr 
fubjedion, fo that none came to oppofe them, and 
when they were mafters of the coaft from Grave;* 
lines to Sluys, having poffeffed themfelves of J)unA 
kirk, Nieuport, Furnes and Blanquenbergae, they 
advanced to lay fiege to Ypres. There the biflip^ 
fir Hugh Calverley and the Englifh halted, anji thcu 
fent meffengers to Ghent. I have good r«afoa t& 
fuppofe that Francis Atremen went to them^ aii^d 
was at all their battles and conquefls, andi.hadi, 
ferved as condudor of the Englilh from town to 
town, and from village to village. 
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CHAP. LVI. 

THE MEN OF GHENT ASSIST THE ENGLISH IN THEIR 

SIEGE OF YPRES, THE LORD DE ST. LEGER 

GOING TO REINFORCE THE GARRISON OF COUR- 
TRAY, BY ORDERS OF THE KING OF FRANCE, IS 
DEFEATED BY A PARTY OF ENGLISH NEAR COM- 
WINES. 

Tl/'HENTeter du Bois, Peter le Nuitre, and the 
captains in Ghent heard that the Engliih de« 

manded 



matted their aififtance, and were lying befoM 
Tpres, they were much pleafed^ and .prepared 
themfetves to march thither as Ipeedily as poiGbIe« 
They fet out from Ghent on the Saturday mom^ 
ing after the o£tave of St, Peter and St, Paul, to 
the amount of near twenty thoufand, with a very 
confiderable train of carts, and in good array.. 
They marched by Courtray, and came before 
Yprei. 

The Englifh were rejoiced at their coming, and 
made great cheer for them, faying they would take 
Ypres, and then conquer Bruges, Damme and! 
Sluys, making no doubt that before September 
they would have conquered all Flanders, Thus 
did they boaft of their good fortune* 

The governor of Ypres at that time was the lord 
de Saint Pi^ a very prudent and valiant knight who 
had thrown ;;himfelf into the place, where every 
thing was done according to his plans and orders. 
The men at arms who had accompanied this knight 
thither by order of the duke of Burgundy and the 
earl of Flanders, were fir John de Bougraigne, 
caftellan of Ypres, fir Baldwin de Delbedene his 
fon, the lord Diffeghien, the lord de Stades, fir 
John Blanchart, fir John de Merfelede, fir Hamel, 
fir Nicholas Belle, lord de Harlequebecque, the 
lord de Rolleghen, fir John Ahoutre, John de Saint 
Pi, nephew to the governor, Fran9ois Belle, fir 
George Belle, and many more. They had great 
difficulty to withftand the Englifh, who attacked 
them openly and covertly, 'J hey were like^fe 
under alarm left there iliould be fome underfi;and- 

ing 
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tag betweea the townfmeii and thofe from Ghe^t^ 
and left the place ihould^ by treafon^ fall into theit 
hands, 

A gallant knight gf Hainault Called fit John de 
Jumonty was at this time in Courtray as its go«» 
vernor, having accepted it at the earnefl: entreatiefs 
of the duke of Burgundy and earl of Flanders. 
At that time no knight of Flandets dated to un- 
dertake it, fo dangerous did the deFente of it ap** 
pear ; for w^en the king of France had marched 
away it was difmantled and burnt, on which ac- 
count very few refided there ; and it was fo much 
defttoyed, that they could fcarcely find a place to 
put their horfes in. 

Sir John de Jumont undertook the gt^nd enter* 
priie of defending it« He fpeedily repaired it, and 
behaved fo gallantly, through Cod's nlercy atld 
grace, 'that there was not any damage done it ; on 
the contrary, much honour accrued to him. 

The duke of Burgundy, who carefully attended 
to the affairs of Flanders> as they fo nearly con- 
cerned him^ fent ftom France fixty breto^ lances 
to Courtray, to reinforce and encourage fir John 
de Jumont. Thefe men at atms marched to Lille, 
under the command of the duke.: fr^m thence 
they fel oat on a Friday morning to Commifte^, 
where they arrived, under the command of the 
lord de St. Leger and Yvonnet de Cantemat. By 
break of day full two hundred englifh lances had 
come to the town of Commines, to colled forage 
from the flat countries, and carry it to the army 
before Ypres* Thefe JBretons had not any expect- 

Vot,Vl. U atioa 
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Atloii of their coming^, aim fell into fheir nimct* 
There was a iharp engagement at the foot of tlte 
Jbridge of Cpmmiijes, where the Bretons ^efetiif 6d 
themfelv^s marvelloufly well j and, if they had 
.been fupported by as liiariy a^h as {hcmfelves, 
they would have efcaped without lofs. 

As it was they were cohftrained to fly, for they 
were too few to oppofe fuch numbers. * The greater 
part were flam, or taken as they were efcapin'g to- 
wards Lille. The lord dc St. Leger ijn^s defperatel^ 
, wounded, and left for dead oa the field. Fdrtu- 
natc^were thofe who efcaped from this ietfga^- 
ment : and the purfuit of the Eriglilh after tne 
Bretons lafted to within half a leajsjue of the town 
,of Lille. The lord de St. Legef, althpii^h mor- 
tapy wounded, was. carried to thj^t tbwh wiih CTea^ 
difticultyawhere he died five days alfterwards. i^ive of 
his fquires died alfo, and thus ended this ialdventure. 



CHAP.LVIL 

TBE BISHOP OF LIEGE, NOT BEING ABLE TO ^^RINO 
ABOUT A PEACE BETWEEN THE BISHOP OF NOR- 
WICH AND THE EARL OF FLANDERS, RETURNS 
HOME . 

)■ f \ ;!■ ■ ' • ' ♦ • ■ . - ^ ^ 

npHE fiege of Tpres wa contiHiied \vith great 

activity on the part of the En'elifh and Flem- 

ings, who made ihaiiy afiaults which ituith ntght- 

' ened 
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'^ed thofe m the fowh. Th4 feirl of Hjfttders trag 
Hbt very "^reH affured but thatTpres ihuftfall j for 
'ihh Englifh Sire Very ftlbtte, and they could receive 
^eat teiriforcemehts frdiA England^ by way of 
^^feis, without his kfiot^Iedge, or oppofition^ hav- 
ing garrifons in all the towris on the road^ They 
-ihight, if they had chofen, have had reiiiforce*. 
tnents from England j but they did not thhik much 
Urns to be dreaded at the commfencement, either 
from the earl or the power of France, for fevetil 
'great englifli barons Were prepared and ready to 
crofs the fea at Calais, to aflift their countryifiea 
froih the environs of Dover, Sandwichj tod Lewes, 
had they been fo reijiiired : they amounted to a 
ihou&nd lances and two thoufand archers in the 
pirts ^l)Ove mentioned. Sir William Beaucbatap 
arid fir l^illJam Windfor, marflials bf Enghnd, 
\^re appointed by the king and council to' com- 
mand thefe men at arms, by which the duke of 
Landafter loft this opportunity of making his cx- 
'jiedition to Portugal. 

AH England, as I have before feid, were more 
'ihdined to ferve in the army of the bifliop of Nor- 
Mch than in that of the duke bf Lancaften 

The carl of Flanders was informed of all thefe 
events which were paffing in England, as ti^ell as of 
what was going forward before Yj>res. He therie* 
fore refolved to provide, as much ts tras in his 
power, a remedy for them j for he fuppofed the 
iiake of Burgundy would exdte the king and ba- 
tbhs of France to c±ert themfelves to drive the 
'^gli&cydt of F&bders, sebid ^ from the countries 

U t which 
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which they had fo recently conquered. But as he 
knew that France was very extenfive, that feveral 
barons bound to ferve the king were at a great di£> 
tance, and that many things might happen before 
they could arrive, he refolved to fend to fir Amoul 
de Sorge, bifhop of Liege, who was a flaunch Ur- 
banift, to requeft he would come to Ypres and ne- 
gotiate with the Englifh to decamp and march elfe- 
where; for he had been much aftoniflied at their 
proceedings, fince it was well known to the world 
that both himfelf and country were good Ur- 
banifts. 

The earl managed fo well that the bifhop of 
Liege came to Hainault, and from thence to Va- 
lenciennes, Douay and Lille, where he had a con- 
ference with the earl, who informed him of what 
he wiflied him to do. After this, the bifliop left 
Liege and came to the camp before Ypres, where 
the englifh and ghent men received him very po- 

. litely, and attentively liflened to all he had to fay» 
r was told at the time, that the earl of Flanders, 
through the means of the bifhop of Liege, offered 

. to the bifhop of Norwich and the Englifh, if they 
would ^break up their fiege, and carry their war 
againfl the countries of the Clementifls, to fend 
them five hundred lances to ferve under their or- 
ders for three months, and at his own expenfe. 

The bifhop of Norwich replied, he would at- 
tentively confider and difcufs this propofal. Many 
words pafTed ; for the ghent men advifed him not 
to put any trufl in what the earl had faid, for there 
was no dcpendei^ce on his . promifes, and told him 

"that 
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that if he could he would deceive him. Having 
therefore maturely confidered every thing, he gave 
notice to the bifhop of Liege, that he might return 
when he pleafed, for he would not pay any attiQ« 
tion to his offers ; and, at for the fiege, he would 
never depart thence until he had reduced the tows 
of Yprcs to his obedience. 

The biihop, finding he could obtain noting 
more, took his leave and returned to Lille, and 
gave the earl of Flanders the anfwer he had re- 
ceived. When the earl faw that he could not ob- 

* 

tain any terms, he was more penfive than before ; 
for he clearly perceived, that unlefs the force of 
France raifed the fiege, he fhould lofe his good 
town of Ypres. He therefore wrote other letters, 
giving a - detail of what anfwers he had received, 
and what was going forwards, which he fent by 
one of his own knights to his fon and daughter" of 
Burgundy, who refided at Compiegne. The hifhsop 
of Liege left the earl, and returned through Douay 
Sind Valenciennes to his own country. 
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CHAP, L^^IL 

JUS KING Of FItAKCE ISSUES A ORANB ^MUO^^S^ 
WITH THE INTENTION Q? RAISING THE, SIEGR 

OB ypBEs.-T-soMJe OF the earl of jlandbrs* 

WEN ARE DF;FEATED BY THE ENGLISH BEFOttR 
TftE CHURCH OF EMENIN, 

nPHE duke of Burgundy, being convinced that 
things would end badly if the king of Franc^ 
with an army did not provide a remedy, e^cer^d 
bimfelf for a parliam^t to be holden a^t Con^ 
piegne of ^11 the great baro^ and princes of the 
jreaim of France. 

To this parli^n]^en,t ^j^ who were fumn)ojic4 
came, and th,e duke of Brittany pjerfoj^ally ^* 
tended. It was there difcuffed, whether or not the 
king of France, with his uncles the dukes of 
Berry, Burgundy and Bourbon fhould march to 
Flanders with a greater force than he had com"* 
manded at Rofebecque, to raife the fiege of Ypres, 
jind offer combat to the Englifh and Flemings, if 
they fliould think proper to wait for him. 

It was refolved in the affirmative j and the king 
of France iffued his fummons throughout the king- 
dom for every man to be at Arras, or in that 
neighbourhood, by the 15th day of Auguft, pro- 
vided with all things fuitable to his rank. The 
]ding wrote alfo to thofe at ^ diitance, fuch as 

the^ 
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the. counts 4'Armagnac and Savoy, and to duke 
Frederick oiF ifeavariar This diike wa$ in uBfefef 
Germany, and the fon of one or the DrotneM of 




told him, which he believed as Faft, that 'dl Honours 
\n the world were to Be had in France. JJiike 
Frederick, being at fucH a diftaiice, was tl\e' firft 
fent for : he made his preparations on reccivme tihe 




yigoiir. Inhere were many attacks aiid ftirmfih^l; 
in which feveral were ' killed or wbviriddd ': tiit 
the governor, fir John de Sauit Pi, m^ad^^fo gobii 
ia cjefehce,' that no eflential datmagc w*ai'<loile. '* 
"" During this ' fiege, me,' earl of t'laniei-s was in* 
formed that " the church of Ememn ^ was if rbng, 
and worth pojQTefling ; for, fliould tlie Englifh 
come thither, they would eafily take it,' as it nid 
ho garrifoh, and they would from thenfce much 
narafs the country. Tht earl refolvcd to take 
pofleffion of it; and, ' fending for fir John du 
lyloulin, he iaid to him,— 'Sir John, cdlleft a 
body of men from this town, and with cfofe-boWs 
;o to Emehin, and gain the church, left the Eng- 
lifli fortify it ; fori if they win it, they will harafs 
all the furrounding country/ Sir John replied^ 
h? would willingly do fo, and immediately made 

preparations 
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preparations for the excurfion. On the morrotr 
morning, he mounted his horfe, accompanied by 
a young knight, a baftard fon of the earl of 
Flanders, called fir John Sftns-terre, and about 
iixty lances, with the fame number of archers^ 
Oil their leaving Lille, they took the road to 
Emenin, but found only a few men at arms there^^ 
who, of thqir own free will, were guarding the 
church. 

This fame day, about two hundred englifh and 
gafcon lances made alfo an excurfion ^ and learn* 
ing from the foragers that there were fome men 
Itt arms and crofs-bows in Emenin, they ftuck 
fpurs into their horfes, and never halted until they 
5trrived at the town, when, difmountijig in the 
fquare before the church, they grafped their fpears 
and fhouted their cries. 

Sir John du Moulin and the baftard of Flanders, 
feeing from this body of men that a combat was 
unavoidable, formed in hattlC'rarray in the fquare, 
and ordered their crofs-bows to fhoot : they at 
firft wounded feveral of the Englifh, who foon 
broke through them ; but for a fmall body they 
made a good fight, though many were ftruck 
down, wounded and killed. 

The Englilh were fo fuperior in numbers, that 
the Flemings were defeated^ and the two knights 
made prifoners, who behaved gallantly in defend- 
ing themfelve§. Of the remainder, many were 
taken } and very few returned to Lille, being 
moftly flain or captured. Thus ended this ex;- 
pedition tQ Emenin, which greatly vexed the earl 
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of Flanders, but at that dme he could not help it 
The Gafcons and EngliOi carried their prifonos 
ivith theqi, and made much of them } but it was 
not long before they ranfomed themfelves. 



CHAP. LIX, 

THE ENGLISH AND GHENT M£N MAKE A SHAW 
ATTACK 0x\ YPRES; BUT, LEARNING THAT TaW 
KINO OF FRANCE HAS MARCHED AN ARMY INOO 
ARTOIS^ THEY INSTANTLY BREAK UP THE ^EQC 

« 

TT always happens, that in war there are gsons 
and lofTes : very extraordinary are the cliances^ 
as thofe know well who follow the profeffioo. 
The fiege of Ypres was puflied on with laa- 
wearied force ; and it was fiilly the intenfion cif 
the biihop of Norwich, the Englilh and Petar dm 
Bois, to conquer Ypres by llorm or otherwifc, » 
the vigour of their attacks ihewed. 

Among the many aflaults, there was one much 
feverer than the reft j for it lafted from morning 
until almoft night. Many valiant actions were 
don^ by feveral on both fides, and the Englifli 
and Flemings made vaft exertions to conquer it. 
The befieged created that day four knights, John 
de Saint Pi, nephew to the governor, Frangqb 
(ielle, Geprge Belle and John Belle, who ihewed 
themfelves good knights in this iirft difplay^ of 

their 
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their knighthap4< An englilb fquire, called l^ms 
lin, was killed- at tWs attack, which was vejry 
{harp ; ajd njiml^ej-s^ w^rc woundeil on each fide, 
who too nfyly exp.o|ed themfelves. , 

The englifh archers, pofted on the ditches of 
the town, fhot fo expertly and rapidly that fcarcely 
any dared to appear on the battlements to defend 
the place. There were collefted that day in Ypres 
two tons of artillery, efpeqially arrows, which were 
Ihot into the town, fo that none ventured to pafs 
through thofe ftreets near the walls where the 
attack was made, for fear of being killed, if not 
well armed and fhielded. 

This attack lafted until night, when the Englifh 
and ^Flemings, who had fought the whold^day in 
tyjrp battalio^ns, returned to the camp (juite tired,, 
as were Ukewife tbofe ii;i the town. 

The 5^ngl^ and Flenjiingis, finding they could 
not take the to^p by ftorm, and having expen(|ed 
njiucJ^i of their artillery, refolved to have qiiah-. 
tities of ifaggots made and colle£led, wita which 
and earth they could fill up the ditches, fo that 
they might advance to fight hand to hand with tlie 
garrifgn, undermine the walls, and, by throwing 
them down, win the place. 

Workmen were inftantly employe^ to procure 
and cut down as much wood as poffible in the 
neighboi^rhood of Ypjes, which was to be placed 
within fide of the ditches and covered with earth : 
but this was not fo foon done, nor could they ac- 
complifli their intentions ; for the king of France,, 
bavjng a great d^fire to r^Ue this fiege ^d fight 
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with the Eneliih at all event?, flattened his pre- 
parationS) fet out from Coxnpiegne and marched 
to Arraa. 

Thi? conftable of y«ncp» ^th xnany barons 
\ybo formed the van o^ the army^ ^ad alreadj 
apived, an4 were quartered in Artpis. The di^ 
of Brittany oasi^p with two thouland IfUices, as hes 
was anxious to afliil his couiin the earl of Flan* 
ders on this occafion. Indeed he was much boundea 
fo to do, for he had foui^d him^ in fo];m^r tijnij^ 
Imager to befriend him In his diftrefs. All the ],ords» 
^oith from far and near, were on thefr ipardi 
and at hand. The count of Savoy ^i^d the count 
of Geneva, came with feven hundr.^ honel]: Savoy« 
;9,rd8. Duke Frederidf: of Bavaria was haftei}^h% 
yith ^ ftrong body of men at arms, and ha^l 
arrived ia Hainault. He r^fided at <;^§fnoy wiii;h 
his uncie duke Albert, his aunt, the duchefc 
l^rgaret, and with hi$ co,ufins. 

The dukes of Lorraine and Bar arrived with 
^ large body in Artois. Sir WilUaip de Namur, 
not baying attended the iformer yar, a^ the earl 
had excufed .him, ca^me w;ith two hundred good 
lajjices to ferve the king of Frs^nce j^nd d\^ke of 
Burgundy. He had pafed through Hain^ult, and 
J&xed his quarters in t^jie co,uptry roi^d'Xournay. 
Jx was vyonderfui to fee v^iat bodies of men ciif- 
ferent lords brought to ferve t^^^ king 6f France. 

The fwnt Quy 4e Blp^s lay ill at Ls^idfWy* 



♦ L^drecy,—^ flropi; ioym ia ^ai9aull;, d^ux:^^ of Coi^^fa^y. 

during 
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during the whole time thefc warlike preparations 
were making, and neither himfelf nor his people 
knew if he would be able to bear the fatigues of 
this campaign with the king. He was carried in 
a litter to Beaumont in Hdnault, and was fome- 
what better, for that air was more agreeable to 
him than that of Landrecy. Notwithftanding he 
was very unwell and feeble, he made ample pre- 
parations, as did his dependants in the country of 
Blpi^, fuch as the lord de Montjgny, the lord de 
Vrefm, fir Vilhennes de St. Martin, fir Waleraa 
de Douftienne governor of Remorentin, and other 
knights and fquires who came to ferve under the 
young king of France. 

News was brought to the bifliop of Norwich, 
iir Hugh Calverley and the Englifh befieging 
Ypres, that the king of France was haftening, by 
forced marches, with an army of upwards of 
twenty thoufand men at arms, knights and fquiresj^ 
and fixty thoufand other men. This intelligence 
was repeated from fo many quarters, that at laft 
It was thought to be true, for at firft they woutd 
not believe it. They heard for certain that it 
was fo, [and that if they remained where they 
were, they would have to fight with them. They 
alfo learnt that the duke of Brittany was with thei 
king of France, and coming againft them, which 
aftonifhed them much. 

They called a council on this information, to 
confider what line of condud to purfue. Having 
weighed every circumftance, and not finding them* 
felves in fufiicient ftrength to wait for the whole 

force 



301 

force of the king, they judged it to be more 
prudent for Peter du Bois, Peter le Nuitre and 
the ghent men to return to their town, and the 
Englifh to retreat towards Bergues and Bourbourg, 
which they were to garrifon ; and if any force 
(hould come from England, or if king Richard 
or his uncles fhouid crofs the fea, they would fend 
them advice of it. 

This refolution was adopted, and they broke 
up their camp. The ghent men fet out on their 
return home, where they arrived. The Englifh 
retired to Bergues and Bourbourg, and entered the 
forts which they had conquered. 

The day that the Englifli began their retreat, 
Thomas lord Percy, fon to the earl of Northum- 
berland, arrived. He came from Pruflia^ and 
hearing on his road that the kings of France and 
England were to engage in the plains of Flanders 
or Artois, each at the head of his army, the 
knight was fo much rejoiced, and had fo great a 
^efire to be prefent at the battle, that the journey, 
which at a moderate rate of travelling would have 
taken forty days, he performed in fourteen, leaving 
his equipage and fervants behind, and frequently 
changing horfes. He afterwards learnt that his 
baggage had arrived in lefs than twenty days in 
the town of Ghent. Such good will and gallantry 
deferve much praife. 



CHAP. 
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DUKE FREDERICK OF BAVAR;A ARRIVES AT THE 

ARMY OF THK KING OF FRANCE* — COUNT GUY 

I>E nUOlSy NOTWITHSTANDING HIS ILL HEALTH^ 

COMES TO ARRAS ATTENDED BY HIS MEN AT 
ARMS* 

JNTELLIGENCE was brouglit to tVe kiiig oT 
France, in the city of Arras, and to the lords 
t^ith him^ that the englifh and ^hent men hak 
f^ed the fiege and decamped from before Ypres» 
The king was eager to hurry matters and puffiie 
them, fo that they Ihould not efcape. lie fet out 
from Arras, and came to Mont St. Eloy, a very 
handfome abbey, where he remained four Hays 
waiting for the arrival of the duke of Berry. 
The army was continually increafed by tHofe wlib 
came to it from allparts, and it was known, 
through the conftable, the marfhals aiiil'fir Guif- 
card count dauphin, mafter of the crofs-b'bws, that 
the king had with him upwards of one Md(&t:(l 
thoufand men. 

The king departed from Mont St. Eloy, follow- 
ing the road to St. Omer, and came to Aire, of 
which place the vifcount de Meaux was governor. 
He carried there two days, the army fliil increafing* 
The conftable with the van were advanced, and 

quartered 
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quartered m tKe totm of Caflel. The tmg went 
to St. Omer, where he flopped for the arrivaj bf 
his people, who were cbiniiig to hlih from every 
Quarter. 

When duke Frederick df Bavaria arrived at the 
army, the great barons of France, in order to do 
him honour, went out to meet him, as he ha^ 
come from fiich a diftant courifry to ferve the 
ifciiig, who entertained Kim handfoniely, and was 
thankful for his arrival. He caufed him to be 
ijUartered as near to himfelf as poiOible during the 
\vh6ie expedition, as was but juft. 

Tn the army were full three hundred thotifand 

^drfes : and it was wonderful where provifidiis 

xJbuld, cdnie from, or be foufid to fupply fuch ijx 

ISrihy. At iirhes, indeed, there was a fcarcity; 

at others, they had abundance. The count Gify 

de Blois, who refided at Beaumont in Hai^ult, 

notwithftanding he was not yet recovered from the 

long illnefs he had been vifited with during the 

fumrtier, thought it would not be for his honour 

to remain idle, when fo many great and powerful 

princes and lords, were in the field ; befides, 

inquiries had been made after him, a$ he was one 

of the leaders of the rear-ward. It was therefore 

#rbetter for him to join them, trufting to the will of 

God, than to remain behind under a fuppofition 

of diffembling. 

This gallant lord began his journey; but as' he 

iirias unable to ride, he ordered his littef, and 

took leave of the lady his wife, and of his f&n 

^ tewis. Sevferil 'df Ms cdfiriCil, on acco\mt of the 

great 
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great heat and clolenefs of the weather, looked 
oa this journey as a wrong meafure, whilft othera 
who heard of it thought it a great proof of bis 
courage. He was accompanied from Hainault by 
the lord de Sanzeft, the lord de Hanzelles, fir 
Gerard de Warrieres, fir Thomas de Diftre^ the 
Icard de Douftrenent, John de Ghifnelle, who was 
created a knight on the road^ and feveral more. 
He paffed through Cambray, and came to Arras, 
and the longer he travelled the better was his 
health. His vaflals from Blois, hearing of his 
journey, went to meet hun. On his arrival at 
Arras, his people collected together, to the amount 
of more than four hundred lances, and always 
followed him. He had his provifions from Hain- 
ault, and in this refped was mod abundantly fup- 
plied. Let us return to the king of France. 



CHAP. LXL 

YHE VAN OP THE FRENCH ARMY TAKES CASSEL 

AND TRUGHEN. ^THE ENGLISH ABANDON BER- 

GUES, AND RETIRE TO BOURBOURG> WHEREI^ 
THE KING OF FRANCE BESIEGES THEM. 

TPHE king of Ftaftce continued his march to St. 

Omer, where he halted and refrefhed him- 

felf. The van, with the conftable and marfhak, 

advanced to Caflel, which was in the hands of the 

Engliih. 
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Englifli. The town was attacked, taken by ftofm, 
and all in it put to the fword. Thofe who could 
cfcape retreated to Bergues, where was fir Hugh 
Calverley with full three thoufand Englifh. The 
bifhop of Norwich was not there, having retired 
to Gravelines, to be the fooner at Calais (hould 
there be occafion. The Englifh had burnt and 
pillaged all the country near to Caffel. 

The king of France, on his arrival at St. Omer* 
was lodged at an abbey out of the town, on the 
road to Bergues, called Ranombergues, where he 
remained. He came there on a Friday, and on 
the following day the conftable, the marfhals, 
with the lord de Coucy and a great number of 
good men at arms, took the field and came before 
the caflle of Trughen, wherein were about three 
hundred men at arms, who had formed a garrifon 
of this place the whole feafon. 

They made a vigorous attack on the caflle, and 
exerted themfclves very much : indeed, they v^^ere 
forced to do fo if they wifhed for conquefl, as the 
Englifh within defended themfelves fo valiantly 
that it was marvellous to think of their prowefs. 
However, by continued attacks, and gallant, deeds 
of arms, the caflle was taken, and all within put 
to death, for the conflable would not fhew mercy 
to any one. In the lower court was. found the 
mofl beautiful white horfe that had been feen for 
years, which was prefented to the conftable, who 
inflantly fent it to the king of France. The king 
willingly accepted the horfe, atid was fo pleafed 
with it that he rode it all Sunday. 

Vol. VI. X The 
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1 he count de Blois, at this period, arrived at 
the army with his company. He was appointed 
to the rear divifion, as he had been laft year at 
the battle of Rofebecque, in company with the 
count d'Eu^ the count de Harcourt, the lord de 
Chatillon and the lord de la Fere. Men at arms 
were conflantty coming in from all parts. It was 
a fine dry fummer, otherwife it would have been 
bad for the horfes near the fea-fhore and impoflible 
for them to have advanced into the country. 

All the Englifii except the bifhop^ who, quite 
diunderftruck) was gone to Gravelines, bad re- 
tired into the town of Bergues, which was only 
inclofed by a palifade and ditches : he forely re« 
pented having undertaken this expedition, for he 
faw that ail be had done would now be (corned 
with ihame againft him, and was ftill more forry 
for the words he had uttered which had beett 
repeated through France. He had boafted during 
the time he was befieging Ypres, that he would 
there wait for the king of France and his army, 
and offer them combat. He now felt how fud- 
^enly he had been forced to raife the (iege and 
fly, for his army could not refift that of the king. 

The Engliih at Calais found great fault with 
him, faying, he had very ill employed the pope's 
money. In truth, the duke of Lancafter, who 
had been prevented by this expedition'of the bifliop 
frqm carrying his own into execution, did not 
wiih it would turn out otherwife. The principal 
barons of England werfe of the fame fentiment ; 
for when fir William Windfor, their marlhal, fent 

to 
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to tell thOTi, whilft before* Yprei, that if tkey 
wifhed for reinforcements, they (hould have very 
Wkmerous ones, the bifhop anfwered, as did fir 
Thomas Ttivet and fir William Helmon *, that 
they had ftrength enough, and more than they 
vifhed, to combat the king of France and the 
army he could bring againft them. But fir Hogh 
Calverley, who had feen more fervice than any 
of die others, had always held a different lan- 
guage, and faid during the fiege of Ypres, when 
be heard of the offer iirom the barons ia Eng* 
land, — ^ Gentlemen, you feem to have great con« 
fidence in your ftrength : why &ottld we refufe 
the affiftance of our countrymen, when tiiey ofier 
to come to us and the country contents to it? 
A day may come, perhaps, when we (hall repen/t 
of our refuial/ But thefe words were not attended 
to, as they iaid they had men fufficient. Thiirga 
therefore continued as they were, and in the end 
they loft more than they gained by it. 

Sir Hugh Calverley, on his arrival at Bergues, 
quartered himfelf and his men in the different 
hotels and houfes of the town : they were in the 
wfaole, including archers, more than four thoufand 
men. Sir Hughfeid^^^' I am determined to keep 
this town ; it is of good ftrength, and we ^re 
enough to defend k. I expe£t we ihali have, in 
five or fix days, reinforcements from England; 
for they will leara our fituatiim, and alfo the force 
of our enemies/ All replied, * God affift us !' 

<i ■■ II |i ■ !»■— — ^ 1 • 11 I I I ■ ■ ' II I I m 
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Upon this, he made very prudent regulations r 
on dividing his men under pennons and into com- 
panies, to mount the walls and guard the gates, 
he found he had numbers fufficient. He ordered 
all the ladies and women, children and lower 
claflep of inhabitants to retire into a church, whence 
they were not to ftir. 

The king of France was at the abbey of Ra- 
nonibergues, and learnt that the Englifh had re- 
treated to Bergues, A council was held on the 
occaiion, when it was ordered that the van, with 
the conftable and marlhals, fhould advance be- 
yond the town and encamp on one of its (ides j 
and the king of France, with the dukes of Berry, 
Burgundy and Bourbon would follow with the 
main army ; that the count de Blois and the count 
d'Eu, with the rear divifion, Ihould lodge them- 
felves on the other fide of the town, and thus fur- 
round the Englifli. 

This plan was executed ; and the king fet out 
from Ranombergues, attended by his whole army. 
It was a beautiful fight to behold thefe banners, 
pennons and helmets glittering in the fun, and 
fuch numbers of men at arms that the eye could 
not compafs them : they feemed like a moving 
foreft, fo upright did they hold their lances. 
Thus they marched in four divifions towards Ber- 
gues, to inclofe the Englifh in that town. 

About eight o'clock in the morning, an englifli 
herald entered the town, who, by the courtefy of 
the lords of France, had paffed through their 
army: he waited on fir Hugh Calverley in his 
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h6tel, and fpoke fo loud that every one heard 
him. * Herald, whence doft thou come ?* * My 
lord,' replied the herald, ' I come from the french 
army, where 1 havefeen the fined men at arms; 
and in fuch vaft numbers that there is not at this 
day another king who can fhew the like.* 

* And thefe fine men at arms which thou art 
f peaking of,* faid fir Hugh, * what number are 
they?' * By my faith, my lord, they are full 
twenty-fix thouland men at arms : handfomer rior 
better armed were never feen.' 

* Ha, ha,* replied fir Hugh, who was much 
provoked at the latter part of this fpeech, * thou 
art a fine fellow to come and mock us with this 
pompous tale. I know well thou haft lied ; for 
many a time have I feen the armies of France, 
but they never amounted to twenty-fix thoufand ; 
no, not even to fix thoufand men at arms.* 

As he faid this, the watch of the town, who 
was at his poft, founded his trumpet, for the van 
of the enemy was about pafling near the walls. 

Sir Hugh then, addrefiing the knights and fquires 
prefent, faid ; * Come, come : let us go and fee 
thefe twenty.fix thoufand men at arms march by, 
for our watch blows his horn.* They went on the 
walls of the place, and, leaning on them, ob- 
ferved the march of the van, which might have 
confifted of a|;^out fifteen hundred lances, with the 
conftable, the marfhah, the mafter of the crofs- 
bows and the lord de Coucy. Next came the 
duke of Brittany, the earl of Flanders and the 
count de St. Pol^ who had under their Command 
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ibout fifteen hundred lances more. Sir Hugh 
Calverley, who thought he had feen the whole ar- 
my, faid, — * Now fee if I did not fay truth : where 
are thefc twenty-fix thoufand men f Why, if they 
be three thoufand men at arms, they are ten thou- 
fand. Let us go to our dinner, for I do not yet 
fee fuch a force as fhould oblige us to furrender 
the town*. This herald would frighten us wdl, if 
we were to believe him/ 

The herald was much afliamed, but he faid,— - 
* My lord, you have as yet only feen the van-guard : 
the king and his uncles are behind with the main 
army, and there is befides a rear divifion, which 
ctmfifts of more than two thoufand lances. ^ You 
will fee the whole in four hours, if you remain 
here.' 

Sir Hugh paid not any attention to him, but 
returned to his houfe, faying he had feen every 
thing, and feated himfelf at table. He had fcarcely 
done fb, than the watch again bkw his horn, 
and fd loud as if he would burd it. Sir Hugh 
rofe from table, faying he would fee what was 
the caufe of this, and mounted the battlements. 
At this moment, the king of prance marched by, 
attended by his uncles, the duke Frederick, the 
duke of Lorraine, the count of Savoy, the dau« 
phin of Auvergne, the count de la Marehe and 
their troops : in this battalion were full fixtem 
thoufand lances. Sir Hugh felt himfelf much dif- 
pointed, and faid to the herald, who was by hia 
fide, * I have been in the wrong to blame you : 
cofne^ come : let us .mount our horfes and fave 
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ourfelves, for It will do us no good to remain here. 
I no longer know the (late of France : I have ne» 
ver feen fuch numbers colleded together by three*- 
fourths as I now fee and have feen in the van : be- 
fides^ the rear divifion is ftill to come.' Upon 
this, fir Hugh Calverley left the walU and returned 
to his houfe. All the horfes being ready faddled 
and loaded, they mounted, and, having ordered 
the gates to be opened which lead to Bourbourg, 
they fet off without any noife, carrying with them 
ell their pillage. Had the French fufpe£led this, 
they could eafily have flopped them ; but they 
were ignorant of it for a long time, fo that they 
were nearly arrived at Bourbourg before they beard 
of it. 

Sir Hugh Calverley halted in the plain to wait 
for his rear and baggage. He was very melan* 
choly, and faid to fir Thomas Trivet and others 
who had come to meet him ; ' By my faith, gen- 
tlemen, we have this time made a moft ihameful 
expedition : never was fo pitiful or wretched a one 
made from England. You would have your wills^ 
*and placed your confidence in this bifbop of Nor- 
wich, who wanted to fly before he had wingsj: 
now fee the honourable end you have brought it 
to. There is Bourbourg ! if you choofe it, retire 
thither ; but for my part I fhall march to Grave- 
lines smd Calais, becaute I find we are not of fuf- 
ficient flrength to cope with the king of France/ 

The englifh knights, confcious they had been to 
blame in feveral things, replied ; ^ Qpd help ua ! 
ipre (hall return to Bourbourg aod wpit the event, 
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fuch aJ God may pleafe to ordain.* Sir Hugh on 
' this left them ; and they threw themfelves into 
Bourbourg, 

The king of France heard that the Englifh had 
marched from Bergues and retreated to Bour- 
bourg, leaving Bergues quite empty ; the gates of 
which were opened to him, when the king en- 
tered with all who wiflied it. The firft who did 
fo found enough to pillage, for the Englifli had 
not been able to carry away every thing. The 
women were faved and fent to St. Omer, but al- 
moft all the men were put to death and the town 
fet on fire. The king marched on to lodge at a 
village, on account of the greatnefs of the fire. 
This happened on a Friday ; and the lords en- 
camped themfelves feparately in the fields as well 
as they could. It was fortunate for them that it 
was dry weather, for it could not be a finer feafon : 
had it been cold and rainy, they could not have 
foraged. Indeed it was wonderful where they 
found forage for fuch numbers of horfes, as well 
as provifion for fo large an army. But on the 
day on which they came before Bourbourg great 
quantities of ft ores arrived, of which the lords of 
France Mere duly informed. They refolved to 
furround the town and attack it. The Bretons 
were, from avarice, eager to take it, on account 
of the great booty they expefted to find there. 

On the Saturday morning it was clear weather, 
and the army made itfelf ready to march to Bour- 
bourg. The van.guard, the duke of Brittany, 
the earl of Flanders, the count de St. Pol, the 
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conftable of France, with about three thoufand 
lances, marched on the outfide of the walls, and 
halted oppofite to the king's divifion, which con« 
Tided of the fineft men at arms that could be feen 
or imagined. They advanced to a large plain be- 
fore Bourbourg, where the different lords drew 
up their men ; and it was for a long time their 
intention to florm the place. Banners and pennons 
were flying in the wind, and each lord under his 
own banner. The lords of France made a fplendid 
fhew, and had not been fparing of any expenfe in 
exhibiting appearances fuitable to their rank. The 
lord de Coucy and his Itate were particularly no- 
ticed, for he had led courfers richly caparifoned^ 
and ornamented with houfmgs with the ancient 
arms of Coucy mixed with thofe he now bore. 
He himfelf was mounted on a beautiful horfe, on 
which he rode from fide to fide in a mod graceful 
manner, to the delight of thofe who faw him : all 
praifed him for the agreeable manner with which 
he addreffed every one. 

The other great lords kept up a (late fuitable to 
their dignity. More than four hundred knights 
were this day created. The heralds muftered the 
knights who were before Bourbourg with the king, 
and they amounted to from fcven to nine thoufand* 
In the army were upwards of twenty. five thoufand 
men at arms and fquircs. 

The Englifli w^cre at their ports in the town of 
Bourbourg, and, feeing this immenfe force of the 
king of France before them, expeded an aflault : 
they were pleafed at the thought ; but when they 
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found themfelves fhut up in, a town which ms 
only defended by palifadocs, they were not fo well 
fatisfied : however, like men of courage, they had 
polled themfelves in companies round the town. 
The lord Beaumont • (who is an earl in England, 
and his name Henry) commanded one hundred 
men at arms and three hundred archers, to guard 
btie part of the town : fir William Elmham, with 
as many men, guarded another part. Sir John de 
Chateaiineuf, with the Gafcons, had anpther quar- 
ter to defend as far as the tower, oppofite to the 
quarters of the conftable. The lord Ferrers, an 
Englifhman, was with forty men at arms and as many 
archers at another part, fo that thfe whole place 
was well guarded with men at arms and archers. 
Sir William Farrendon, fir Matthew Redeman, and 
fir Nicholas Trafton t, with two hundred men and 
as many archers, were poftcd in the fquare before 
the church. They had appointed a body of men 
to watch and extinguifh any fires that might hap* 
pen ; for the Englilh were much afnud of the town 
being burnt, as the houfes were only covered with 
thatch. 

In this fituation were the Englifh. I muft now 
relate the gallant adion which Francis Atremea 
performed this fame Friday in the evening, when 
the king of France, after having taken Bergiies, 
continued his march. 

* Lord Betnmont. Frolffiirt mtftakei : he wa« a baron, and 
his name was John : hb fon*8 name was Hesiy. See Dugdale. 
f GL if not Diaytonj or Treiham. 
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CHAP. LXIL 

FRAKCIS ATREMEX SURPRISBS OUDENARDE IN THE 

NIGHT-TIME. 

JTRANCIS Atremcn, Peter du Bois, Peter leNui* 
trc and the other captains, after their return to 
Ghent from the fiege of Ypres^were daily and night- 
ly imagining, how they could annoy their enemies. 
Francis Atremen found out, that the governor of 
Oudenarde, fir Gilbert delieneghen and the men at 
arms, had left Oudenarde, by orders from the earl 
of Flanders, and were with the army of the king 
of France before Bergues and Bourbourg. He aifo 
learnt that the town was carelefsly guarded, and that 
the ditches in the meadows on the road to Hamme 
were dry, as they had emptied them of water to get 
the fifh, fo that the walls of the town might be ap- 
proached on foot, and might be entered with lad- 
ders. Such was the intelligence the fpies of Fran- 
cis Atremen had brought to Ghent, who, at their 
leifure, had examined the town; for the guards 
held the ghent men very cheap, and, as it were, 
bad forgotten, or were quite indifferent concerning 
them. 

When Francis Atremen^had heard all this from 
hb {pies, he went and relatedit to Peter du Bois, 
and £sud $ ^ Peter, foch is the iituation of Oade- 
narde : I am received to ri(k the thance cf taking 
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it with fcaling ladders : there never can be fo good 
an opportunity as the prefent, for neither the go- 
vernor nor the men at arms are in it, but with 
the king of France near St. Omer, and they have 
not the leaft fear or fufpicions of any one/ 

Peter du Bois inftantly affcnted to the propofal, 
and faid ; ' Francis, if you fucceed in this expedi- 
tion, no man will ever have behaved better, and 
every one will praife you fpr fo gallant an adion/ 
♦ I do not know,' replied he, ' how it may turn 
out, but my courage does not fail me, and my 
heart tells me that this night I fhall gain Oude- 
narde.' 

Francis Atremen then chofe four hundred men 
in whom he had the greateft confidence, and, to- 
ward night-fall, fet out on his road to Oudenarde. 
It was in the month of September, when the nights 
are tolerably long, and fuch beautiful weather that 
it was a plcafure to be out in it. About midnight 
they arrived in the meads of Oudenarde, having 
ladders with them. As they were traverfing the 
marfhes, there was a poor woman gathering grafs 
for her cows^ who, hiding herfelf, heard their con- 
verfation, and knew from it that they were ghent 
men going to furprife the town, for fhe faw them 
carrying ladders. She was at firft much fright- 
ened, but, recovering courage, faid to herfelf^ 
that (he would haften to the town and inform the 
guard of what (he had heard and feen. She made 
for the town by a ihort path fhe was acquainted 
with, and arrived at the ditches before the ghent 
men, when fhe began to moan and complain, fo 
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that one of the night-guard going his rounds heard 
her, and afked who fhe was. She faid ihe was a 
poor woman who had come to tell them that a 
body of ghent men were clofe at hand ; and that 
flie had feen them carrying many ladders to fiir- 
prife Oudenarde ; but now fhe had given this in- 
formation flie muft get away, for fhould they meet 
her fhe would be a dead woman. 

The poor woman departed, and the watch re- 
mained perfedly aflonifhed. He determined to 
keep quiet where he was, to fee if this woman 
had told truth. The ghent men, without horn or 
trumpet, were filently advancing to begin their 
enterprife : they made not any noife except by • 
talking. Francis Atremen fent forward four of his 
men, ordering them to reconnoitre without mak- 
ing the leaft noife by coughing or otherwife, and 
report to him, fhould they obferve any thing. 

They obeyed their orders, and Francis Atre- 
men remained hid in the marfhes with his men, 
very near this poor woman, who heard and faw 
them diflindtly ; but they did not notice her. The 
four men, advancing up to the ditches, neither 
faw nor heard any thing. It was very unlucky ; 
for, if they had but feen a lighted candle, they 
w ould have thought there had been a good watch 
kept. They returned to Francis, telling him they 
had not feen any thing, nor heard the leaft noife. 

' I believe the watch has gone his rounds,* faid 
Francis, * and is now retired to bed : come, let us 
take this upper road which leads to the gates, and 
enter the ditches.' The good woman heard thefe 
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words ; and what did ihe do ? Why, fhc mftuidjr 
returned by the fame way as before, and came to 
the man who was liftening on the waib and told 
him all ihe bad heard, begging of him, for God's 
fake, to be on his guard and go to the ghent gate 
to fee if his companions were in a proper flate, for 
Tery fliortly the ghent men would be at their poft. 
* I muft now return,' laid the >^oraan, ' as I dare 
not flay longer, but I have told you all I have feen 
and heard : pay proper attention to it, for I ihail 
not again come to yon this night' On faying 
which, (he departed* 

The man now remained alone, but did not treat 
the information he had received with indifference. 
He went to the gate leading to Ghent, where he 
found the guard playing at dice. ^ Gentlemen,' 
laid he, ^ have you well faftened your gatea and 
your barriers ? for a woman came to me this 
night, and gave me notice of her having jieen 
a body of ghent men marching hither/. * Yes,' 
replied they : ^ our gates are faft enough : but may 
a fcurvy night befal this woman who has thus 
alarmed you at fiich an hour. There probably 
were cows and calves diat had got untied, and thefe 
{he fancied to haye been ghent jnen coming hi- 
ther : they have not any fuch intentions.' 

While this converlation was pafling between (he 
conftable of the watch and the guard at the gate, 
Francis Atremen and his companions were execut* 
hig their plan: they 'had got into the ditches, 
which veere dry, as they had fifhed them this week, 
and had broken down a little of the palifades 
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near toe vdl^ againft which they had placed their 
laddjers and had entered the town. They marched 
to die market-place without any noife, and con« 
tinued fo until they were all colleded, when they- 
met a knight, called fir Florens de Halle, lieute- 
nant-governor, who was there on guard with 
about thirty men at arms of the town. The ghent 
men began to fhout/ * Ghent, Ghent !' and to at- 
tack the guard, whom they flew, as well as fir 
Fk>rens de Halle. Thus was Oudenarde taken* 
You may fuppofe that the inhabitants, who were 
ileeping in th^ir beds, were exceedingly aftonifhed 
when they heard thcfe fliouts and faw the town 
taken by fcalado without having any remedy for 
it. Their houfes were forced open, and thofe 
within flain j for they were fo fuddenly furprifed, 
there was not any "help for it. Thofe who could 
eTcape did, leaving their houfes in a ftate of na- 
kednefs, and leaping over the walls, faved them- 
felves by the ponds and ditches of the town. None 
of the rich men could carry any part of their 
wealth with them, but were happy if they faved their 
lives. This night great numbers were killed, or 
drowned in the ponds ; and thus ended this expe- 
dition. 

In the morning, when the ghent men faw them- 
felves matters of the town, they fent out of it all 
the women and children in their fliifts, or in the 
meaneft drefs they had. In this plight thofe who 
had efcaped got to Mons, Arras, Conde, Valen- 
ciennes or Tournay, in the beft manner^ they 
could. 

News was fpread every where of the capture of 
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Oudenarde. The inhabitants of Ghent were greatly 
rejoiced at it, and faid that Francis Atremen de- 
ferved to be highly prized for his valour. Francis 
Atremen remained governor of Oudenarde, where 
he gained great riches, with all forts of ftores, 
which was a fortunate circumftance for the captors, 
fuch as corn and wines of all forts. Every thing 
fell into their hands, and all the wealth which was 
there from France, Flanders and Tournay j but 
whatever belonged to Hainault was faved, nor was 
any part of that taken but what was duly paid fqr. 



CHAP. LXIIF. 

AYxM£RIGOT MARCEL, AN ENGLISH CAPTAIN ON 
THE BORDERS OF AUVERGNE, TAKES BY STRA- 
TAGEM THE CASTLE ' OF MAR2EUL. THE COUN- 
TESS DAUPHINE RANSOMS IT FOR FIVE THOU-^ 
SAND FRANCS. 

TN this fame week an almoft fimilar adventure 
happened in Auvergne, where the ^Pngliih held 
feveral caftl^s bordering on the territories of the 
count dauphin, and on thofe of the bifliops of St. 
Flour and of Clermont. The Englifh garrifons 
knew the country of Auvergne had been drained 
of men at arms, for the greater part of them were 
with the king of France- in Flanders : they, in 
confequence, began to lay plans for furprifing 
fomc of the ftrong places of Auvergne. Aymeri- 
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got Marcel, governor of Aloife, a handfbme cfSiW 
fituated a league diftant from St. Flour *, fet cif 
from his caitle at day-break, attended only by 
thirty picked men* He marched filently for the 
l^ds of the count dauphin, having formed his 
plan to take by fcalado the cafUe of Marquel 
(which. the count dauphin bears for his arms), and 
rode through woods and a cldfe country. Ayme- 
rigot and his men took up their lodgings early in 
a fmall wood near the caftle, where they^ remained 
undl fun-fet, and the garrifon had retired into the 
caftle : while the governor, whofe name was Gi- 
rardon Buiflel, was at his fupper, the Engliih, 
who knew well what they were to do, afEzed their 
ladders and entered the caftle at their eafe» 

Thofe pafling through the court faw them 
climbing pver the walls, and inflantly cried out, 
* Treafon, treafon !* On Girardon hearing this^ 
lie had not any hopes of faving himfelf but through 
a private paflage which led from his apartment to 
the great tower, and which ferved as the dungeoii 
of the caftle. Thither he inftantly retired, taking 
with him the key^ of the gat^s^ apd ihut himfelf 
in, whilft AymerigoC s^nd his con^paniops were. 
. otherwife employed. When they difqovef ed that , 
the gpvernpr had efcaped into the gfeat tower, 
which they were unable to take,, they iaid they ha4 
done npxhing, and repented greatly having .thu$ 
inclofed themfelves ; for, the gates being faftened^ 

f St. Flour,— a city of Auvergn«, iituated on a mountain^ 
generality of Rlpm. 
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tliey could not get ont. Ayitidrigat, Kkvmg myfed' 
a little, cariie to the tower, and, addreffing die 
govertior, faid j * Girardon, give us the keys of 
the caftle-gate, and I promife yora we will leaVc it 
without doing any mifchief to the caftle/ * In-* 
deed,* replied Girardon, * bdt you wHl caffy oflF 
ail my cattle : how can I belike you ?* * Give 
^e thy hand,* faid Aymerigqt to him, ^ and I fweaf 
to thee, on my feith, that thou ffmlt not fiiffcr the 
ftoalleft lofs.' Upon this he, like a fodlj came to 
a fmall window in the tower, alid offered hh htmd 
fot him to pledge his faith on ; but, the momfdit 
Aymerigot got hold of it, he pulled it to him, 
fqueczing it Very hard, and called for his dagger, 
fwearing he would flick his hand to this wall uiilefs 
he ^ave itp all his keys. 

When Girardon faw himfelf thus caught, he was 
ftupified, as indeed he had feafort ; for Aymerigot 
would not give up his hand i^lthcut nailing it to 
the wall, urilefs he received the keysi With his 
other hand, therefore, he gave the keys, for he 
had them neat him. 

• Now fee,* faid Aytherigot to his comjianions, 
when he had got the keys, ^ if I have iiot well 
cheated the! fodl : I am eqtfil to many fuch feats as 
this.' They opened the towfer^^gate, and, being 
tiife tniafters, put Out of the caftle the gov6mbr and 
ail who wete in it, without dding theiri any other 
harm. 

News was carried to the countefs dauphine,who 
refided at a ftrong caftle in the good toVm of 
^aides, a league diftant, how the Englifh ha4 
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won MarqueL The hdy was much furprifed, and 
becaufe her lord^ the dauphin, was not in the 
country, fhe immediately fent to all the knights 
and fquires who wer^ at home, to requeft they 
would affift her in recovering pofleflion of het 
caflle. Knights and fquires, on hearing this, in- 
ftantly waited on the lady and laid fiege to the 
^aftle; but the Englifh wer^e not alarmed and held 
the place for fifteen days. During this time the 
lady entered into a treaty, and Aymerigot te- 
jceived five thoufand francs in hard money, for 
which h^ and his men furrendered it and returned 
to his garrifon. 

In another' part thqfe of Caluifel, of which 
Perrot le Brenois was captain, harafled much the 
countries of Auvergne and Limoufin. The Eng- 
lifh hgid at that time upwards of fixty flrong cafUes 
pn the borders of Auvergne, Limoufin and C^ercy, 
and they could march from fort to fort, even 
unto Bourdeaux. But the caflle which haraffed the 
country the mofl, was Ventadour*, one of the 
ftrongefl caflles in the world: the captain of it 
was a Breton, called Geoffry Tete-noir» This 
(Jeoffry wa^ a wicked man, fhewed mercy to none, 
and would jufl a$ foon put to death a knight or 
fquire as a peafant : he held all men fb cheap, and 
was fo much feared by his foldiers that they dared 
xi^t anger hipn. 



f Ventadour^"--a caflle in the dIoceie< of Lilnoges^ near 
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He maintained in this caftle full four hundr^* 
men, whom he paid regularly every month ; ana 
'^the whole country was under fuch fubje£)^on . and 
awe of him, that none dared to ride over bisi 
lands. His caftle of Yentadour w;a8 more l^gely 
fupplied with every fort of ftore than that of ainy 
lord. There were warehoufes of Bruffels and 
Normandy cloths, of furs, merceries and otheic 
articles, which he fold to his people, ^dedufting 
the prices from their pay. He had ftores of fteel; 
iron^ wax, fplces and every neceffary, in as great 
plenty as at Paris. Sometimes he made war oni 
the Englifh as well as on the French, in order tq 
be the more dreaded i arid his caftle of Yentadbur 
was always provided for , a liege of feven years* 
We will now return to the afiairs of Flanders, 



cm 



CHAP- LXIY. 



THE KING OF FRANCE ORDERS BOURBOURG TO BE, 

ATTACKED. IT IS SURJEIENDERED TO HIM BY 

CAPltULATION, WHEN THE ENGLISH SUIT FLAN- 
DERS. HB THiSN BISBANDS HIS ARMY, 

T^T'HEN the king of France came before Bour- 
bourg, there were never feen fuch fine men 
at arms hbr fuch numbers as he bad with him* 
The lords and their men were all drawit up, and 
eiager for the attack. Thofe \^h6 had reconnoid^ 
'■' ■''' ' ■ ' •-■ "" ' ■ ■ '■ '• the 
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: the place faid, it could not hold out long ; but 
thsit it would cbft dearly in men : and feveral 
]Wondered why the* attack was delayed. Some 
laid, that the duke of Brittany and the earl of 
Flanders, who were on the other ITde of the town, 
.weire treating with the Eiiglifh to fuitender without 
ixraiting for the aflault. On this the Bretons, 
Burgui^diansj Normans, Germans and others, who 
knew there was much wealth in the place, which, 
if takeii by ftorrh, would probably fall to their 
Ihare, were much exafperated at the thoughts of 
!a capitulation; and began to (kirmifh with the in- 
fantry at the barriers, without waiting for orders 
from the conftable or marfhals of the army : in- 
deed, they were not forbidden to aflault it. This 
(kirmifli increafed fo much that the French fet fire 
to the town by means of fire-arrows and cannons, 
fo that fuch a flame aiid fmoke came from the 
houfes of Bourbourg as might have been feen 
forty leiagues off". The attack then began with 
fliouts ; and fir William de Namur who, with his 
men, was in the front ranks, fought valiantly. 
Many gallant deeds were done, and the aflailants 
leaped cheerfully into the mud of the ditches 
above thie knees, wheA they engaged with the 
Englifli at the palifade and barriers. 

The garrifon defended themfelves handfomely : 
indeed they had need of their exertions, for they 
knew not on which fide to turn themfelves. They 
were attacked oi\ all parts : and the houfes of the 
town were blazing with fire, which more con- 
founded the Englifli than any thing elfe. This, 

howeveri 
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however, did n6t' throw them x)ff th^ir gaarfl , nor 
caufe them to quit their pofts. Sir Matdiew Reft- 
man and fir Nicholas Drayton, tvith thehr men, in 
the centre of the town, endeavoured to ch^k thfe 
progrefs of the fire ; but it was fuch a dry feafon, 
that the fmalleft fpark fet the Tibufes in ^me». 
It is certain, that if the attack had begun eairlieir, 
or had not the night come on fbon, the towh 
muft have been taken by ftorm, but the approach 
of night put an end to it. Sir William de Namur's 
divifion had thirty-fix killed and wounded ; and 
the army loft, according to the repbrt of the 
heralds, upwards of five hundred. On the attack 
ceafing, the French retired to their quarters, to 
attend the fick and bury the dead. They faid, 
that on the morrow they would renew the attack, 
and it fliould be irrefiftible. 

The Englifh, all this Saturday-night, were em- 
ployed in repairing the palifadoes which had beeti 
broken, in putting all things in a good ftate, and 
in extinguifliing the fires in the town. They were 
in a moft perilous fituatioti, being furrounded on 
all fides, without means of efcaping by flight. 

On the Sunday-morning, when the kiiig had 
lieard mafs, it was proclaimed through thewnly, 
that whoever fhould bring a faggot to the king's 
tent fhould receive a halfpenny, and as niany 
faggots fo many halfpence. Thefe 'faggots wer^- 
intended to be thrown into the ditches, fo th4t 
they might refolutely pafs over them, and engage 
with the EngHfh, on the Monday-morning fttthe 
palifadoes. Upon this all the lower ranks, and the 

fervants. 
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lervants, began to make faggots and carry them to 
the king's ten^ in fo much that a very large heap 
jOf them was made there. 

Sunday pafled without any attack. . Some fay 
ithat on this day^ Istnd appearances coafirii>ed it^ 
the duki^ of Brittany, who was on the oppofite 
. fide of the town to the king, entered into nego- 
*itiation« with the Englifli, aware of the peril they 
ivere in. He ad^ifed them to fuxrender the town, 
Dn their lives and fortunes being fparpd. This they 
iWere very willing to do, and they entreated the 
(duke, through love of God, and in honour of his 
gentility, to undertake the bufin^s. . 
• The duke fent information of what he had done 
no the kingi his uncles, the conftable of France, 
ithe count de St. Pol . and to the council. Having 
coniidered how advifable it wa^ to gain all the 
ilrong places in Flanders, in whatever manner .they 
were, offered to, be furrendered, and that to win 
Bourbourg they muft^ r^new the attack, which 
would coft them, probably, numbers of lives; 
befides, they fhould at lait only conquer^ a hand* 
ful of men, who would defend then^felves until 
they dropped ; the king of France and his uncles 
ireplied, that, in God's name, they would willingly 
agree to a treaty, if the duke of Brittany and the 
jconftable of France would undertake it* In this 
manner Sunday, paft, without any thing being 
done. I heard that, in the evenings on a promife 
^f. fafety, John de Chateauneuf, a Gafcon, and 
Hemonnet de St. Marc, came to the tent of the 
iord Guy de la TremouUle , to play and amufe 

themfelves, 
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theriifelves, where they ftaid all night. Oil tfa* 
Monday-morning they returned to Bourbourg; 
and at their departure thd lord Guy faid to thenv^ 
* Johti aiid Reniohriet j thou fllalt both be my pri- 
foners this evening.' They replied, they would 
prefer beilsig theirs, than belonging to any other 
knight. 

Intelligence arrived this Sunday of the capture 
of Oudenarde, which much vexed fir Gilbert de 
Lieneghien the governor, as it had been loft 
through his abfence ; but he was exculpated from 
all blame by his lord the earl of Flanders, who 
had fent for him. The count de Blois commanded 
the king's guard this Sunday, and every one 
thought the attack would be renewed on Monday: 
but iti the morning it was proclaimed through the 
army, that the king forbade any attack until fur- 
ther orders. This proclamation made every one 
quiet} and feveral lords gueflfed that the Englifh 
would efcape by means of a treaty, as the attack 
was forbidden. 

After dinner, thofe who were to negotiate came 
out of the town, fuch as fir WiUiafta Elmham, fir 
Thomas Trivet, fir Nicholas Drayton, fir Matthew 
Redman and others, to the number of fourteen 
-knights and fquires, whom the duke of Brittany, 
the conftable of France and the count de St* Poi> 
conduced to the tent of 'the king. 
' The king was much pleafed thereat,^ as he haad 
fcarcely feen any Englilh, except fir Peter Courte- 
nay j who had come to Paris to fight with the lord 
Guy de la Tremouillc, but the king and his 

council 
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(council had tnade up the quarrel. Now, as tfaci 
Engliih had been much renowned foi* gallantly 
and deeds of arms^ the young king of France. 
wiihed to fee them : and their treaty was much the 
bdtter for it. 

On the Monday thk negotiation was darried on 
in the king's tent, and in his prefence. There 
"^ett alfo prefent the dukes of Berry, Burgundy, 
Bourbon, Brittany, the earl of Flanders and the 
conftable of France, and no more. The duke of 
Brittany was very aSive in this bufinefs : and it 
^8 fettled, that the Engliih Ihould depart from 
Bourbourg and Gravelines, and carry away with 
them as much of their wealdi as they could. 

Several of th6 Bretons, French, Normans and 
Burgundians, wdre much vexed at this treaty, for 
they thought of partaking of the fpoils ; but the 
king: and his council had ordered it otherwife. 

After the treaty had been figned, the Englifh 
took leave of the king of France, his uncles, the 
duke of Brittany and the conftable, and went with 
the count de St. Pol, who carried them to fupper 
at his houfe, where he entertained them as hand- 
fomely as he could in fuch a fituation* After 
fupper he had them condufted to the gates of 
Bourbourg, for which they teftified to him their 
thanks. 

The whole of Tuefday they employed in fhoeing 
'their horfes, and in packing up all their wealthy 
of which they had much, and in making pre« 
parations for their depjirture. On the Wednefday- 
morning they loaded th^ir baggagcrhorfes and be- 
gan 
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^h their hiarch^ pafEng through the army Witti 
pafljports from the king. The Bretons were much 
exafperated tvhen they faw them fo loaded ; and 
they treated very mdifierently a few.v^ho tarried 
behind. Thus the Englifh marched to GraVelineSj 
.^here they halted. On the Thurfday-morning^ 
when they left it, they fet fire to the place^ burnft 
it to the ground, and arrived at Calais with all 
their pillage. They flopped there to refrefli them- 
felves^ and to wait for a favourable wind to return 
to England. 

The king of France, ahd all the lords of his 
army with their attendants, entered Bourbourg 
on the Thurfday*morning, when the Bretons began 
to plunder it, without excepting even the church 
of St. John : in which church, a pillager having 
mounted on an altar, with the intent of forcing 
out a precious flone that was in the crown of an 
image made to reprefent the perfon of our Lady^ 
the image turned about, and the pillager in his 
fright fell from the altar and was inftantly ftruck 
dead. This is a certain truth, for many perfons 
were witneffes of it. Shortly afterwards, another pil- 
lager came with a fimilar intent of robbing the 
image; but all the bells began a peal without an,y 
one touching them, for no one could have rung 
them, the bell-ropes being drawn up and faftened^ 

On .account of thefe miracles, the .church was 
vifited by crowds. The :king made a handfome 
•^prefent to it, as did all the lords, fo that the .amount 
of their gifts was upwards of three thoufand francs. 

On Tuefday, the army began to decamp^ and 

the 
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the king and conftable gave permiffion to feveral 
of the men at arms to return home. The king 
thanked thofe who had come from diftant parts, 
and in a particular tnaniusr the duke of Bavaria 
and the count of Savoy, who had come from fuch 
adiftance to ferve him. Each lord ^ow returned 
home, and the • king went to France ; but the 
duke of Burgundy Aaid a fhort time with his fiather 
in law the earl of Flanders, to regulate his affairs, 
and refided at St.. Omen 

; The lord de Coucy,. with many knights and 
fquires from Ponthieu, Vimeu and Picardy, en- 
tered Gravelincs when the Englifli had left it, re- 
paired and greatly ftrengthened it, and made it a 
garrifon as a frontier to Calais. 

The countries of Furnes, Dunkirk, Dixmude 
and-Nieuport were by degrees re-peopled. They 
had loft every thing by this war, but they now 
began fomewhat to recover themfelves. 



CHAP. 
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THE BlSHOl* Dt NORWlck AN1> THOSE Wh5 AfcCOM* 
PANIED HIM IN kiS EXPEHITION i^RE "BAblA 
RECEIVED ON THEIR RETURN TO £N(xLAND.— - 
CERTAIN GREAT PERSONAGE^ ARE DEPUTED' T^ 
NEGOTIATE A PEACE OR TRUCE BETWEEN THfi 
KINGS OP FRANCE AND ENGLAND.-^THE t)UKE^ 
OP BAVARIA DIES. 

VOU muff khoAv that the duke bf Lancafter 
was not very forry this expedition df the bifhop 
bf Norwich had failed, for by it hi^ intended 
voyage to Spain and Portugal had been fruftrated; 
When thefe knights returned to England, they 
were attacked by the common people, who told 
them they had behaved very badly in their esr^ 
pedition, for, from the profperity they had been 
blefled with at the beginning, they ought to have 
conquered all Flanders. 

Sir Thomas Trivet and fix: William Elmhami 
were more blamed than the reft; but fir Hugh 
Calverley was not any way found fault with, cithet 
by the king's council or the populace, for they well 
knew, that if they had paid attention to what he 
had advifed, the event would have been more to 
their honour. 

They laid to their charge, that they had fold 
Bourbourg and Gravelines to the king of France, 

which 



j^ljich €xafper^tc!4 the people to ^ gr^a^ ^90^ 
^nd they wejre at one tiqie in danger of their liye^ 
The king or4ered thefe twp kpigjits tp be qour 
fined in ihe to\ver of Lpi^dpn, and during thq 
time of their imprifonment tlje country was quieted; 
on their liberation, they threw themfelves on the; 
Jung's mercy?. 

At t\ik time, pegotiatipiis ^ere fet on foot tp 
conclude a truce between England and France^ 
in which the ghent ^men were to be included, ta 
the great diipleafure of the earl of Flanders ; but 
he could not help it. When the army decs^mped 
from Spurbourg, the duke of Brittany remained 
with l)is coufm the earl of F|anders at Su Omer, 
^nd was defirous that a long peace or truce fhould 
})e eftabliihed between his lawful lord, the king 
of France, a|id the king of England. In order to 
make a beginning to fuch bufinefs, he had men- 
jioned the fubjed to fbme of the engliih knights, 
on the Monday, when they were in the king's 
tent before Bourbourg; which knights had proi- 



♦ Writs were iflfued to. the (herifFs of London^ Somerfet^ 
Dorfet, Eflex, Norfolk and Suffolk, to levy on the goods of 
lir W. Elmham; for 3080 golden francs>— Hr W. de Farndott, 
HOO ditto,— fir Thomas" Trivet, 1400 ditto,— fir Heiiiy de 
^errers, 6080 dittos—Robert Fitzrauf, 300 ditto. 

They were alfo to be taken into cuftody 3 but no mention it 
made of the tower of London. 

Robert de Foulmer, clerk, treafurer to the bifliop of Nor- 
wich, was alfo imprifoncd, and 5000 golden francs levied on 
^is goods. 

Dated 6th March,— pardoned I4th l^ay,-— — Rym^r, ann. 
J1384, ann . 7. Ric. JJ. ' 

mifed. 



i •> •* 



534 

niiferf, on tfeif arrival la EiiglaR^, to ptopofe ft 
to the king, his tincks and his council Etowev^r^i 
to fliew that thi$ matter wa& quite agreeable to 
him, and that he was anxious about it, he ient 
two of his knights to England under good paffi. 
ports. 

Thefe knights, the lord de la Houffaye and tb« 
lord de Mailly, managed matters fo well that the 
duke of Lancafter, the earl of Buckingham, the 
biffiop of Hereford^ the lord John Holland, brothef 
to the king, the lord Thomas Percy and others of 
the king's council were ordered to Calais^ having 
full powers from the king of England to conclude 
a peace or truce, according to their pleafure. ' 

On the other hand, there came to Boulogne 
the duke of Berry, the_ duke of Burgundy, th^ 
bifliop of Laon and the chancellor of Franqej 
having alfo full powers from the king. of France 
and his council to conclude either a peace or truce. 

When affembled at Calais and. Boulogne, they 
were delayed a fhort time by the non^arrival of the 
deputies from Spain; for the French would not 
enter into any treaty that did not at the fame time 
include the Spaniards* At laft, a biihop, a dean 
and two knights arrived on the part of the IpAg pf 
Spain. 

As they were not empowered on either ilde to 
grant paflports, that the n^otiators from France 
might come to Calais, or the £ngU(h go to Bou- 
logne, it was fettled between them, that the con-* 
ference fliould be transferred to a village that had 
a church, half way between t^iefe tyro towns, 

4 
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^bove Buiffcm^, called BoHngesf. Thither all 
the parties went, and the lords, with their council^ 
were together for many days. The duke of Brit- 
tany and the earl of Flanders were prefent, and 
the great tent of Bruges was pitched, wherein the 
earl entertained at dinner the duke of Lancafter, 
the earl of Buckingham and the other englid^ 
lords. Each negotiator kept up a grand ftate ; 
i>ut, notwithftanding there were many conferences 
holden, yet they could not agree upon a peace^: 
for the French wanted the Englifli to give ,up 
Calais, Guines, and all the fortrefles which they 
poffeffed in Normandy, Brittanv, Poitou, Saintonge 
and la Rochelle, as far as the river Garonne. 

But the Englifli would not any way iiflen to 
fuch a propofal ; nor would they ever confent to 
give back fuch places as Cakis, Guines, Cher- 
bourg or Bred* Thefe conferences lafled three 
weeks, in which they or their councils difcufled 
thefe matters daily. 

At this period, the gallant duke Winceflaus of 
Bohemia departed this life, in the town of Lux- 
embourg : he was in his time magnificent, blythe, 
prudent, amorous and polite ; and, when he died, 
it was faid that the prince of the higheft birth, of 
the mod noble blood, and moft numeroufly and 
honourably connefted was gone. God have mercy 
on his foul ! He lies buried in the abbey of Vau- 
pier, near* Luxembourg. The lady Jane, his 



* Probably what is novi( Haut Buiiron, 

j; Q. if not BolUnghetn^' now a village near Boulogne. 
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^uchcfs, rcthaincd a widow, and never hM any 
jnclination to marry again. All who loved the 
^uke were exceedingly concerned at his death. 



CHAP. LXVL 

PURWG THESE CONFERENCES THE GHENT MEN 

INSULT TOURNAY. A TRUCE IS CONCLUDED^ 

BETWEEN THE KINGS OF FRANCE AND ENGLAND 
AND THEIR ALLIES. 

"W^E will now return to the conferences which 
were holding between the lords of France 
^nd England, half way between Calais and 
^ Boulogne, at the before-mentioned village. Neither 
fide feemed willing to accommodate the other. 
Some faid it was owing folely to the earl of 
Flanders, at the inftigation of the town of Bruges, 
who would not confent^that the ghent nien (hpuld 
be included in the treaty. Thi^ the Englifli re* 
fented, and of courfe the treaty ws^s flopped j for 
they had formed fp ftrpng a conn^Q:ion with 
Ghent, that they would not conclude a peace 
unlefs that place were included. They had fwora 
to obferve this during the time they were together 
at Calais, and this cpmpaft frequently interrupted 
the negotiations. 

Since there feemed no probability of a folid 
peace being made, they pro]^fed a truce^ and on 

this 
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this ^ound the conferences were continued. The 
earl of Flanders would willingly have had Ghent 
excluded, and temain in a ilate of war, but the 
Engliih abfolutely refufed to confent, fo that a truce 
was made to comprehend Ghent, and every thing 
was to remain in its prefent fituation, without any 
furrender of forts: Oudenarde and Gravelines 
therefore belonged to Ghent. . 

Notwithftanding the conferences, the ghent men 
in garrifon at Oudenarde marched to Toumay, 
burnt the fuburbs, and returned back in fafety 
with their pillage. About Chriftmas the ghent 
men went and received the rents of the lord 
d'Eftournay in his own town, which made him 
very melancholy ; and he fwore to God, that if 
he would be pleafed to affift him, whatever treaty 
or agreement fhould be made between the country 
of Flanders and thefe men, he would never pay 
any attention to it, but would continue the war 
againft them to the utmoft of his power, for they 
had robbed him of his inheritance. He was ignor 
rant how he fhould live, if his friends in Bra- 
bant did not aflift him, fo completely had they 
plundered him. 

With fome difficulty, the lords who had held 
fo many conferences at Bolinges concluded a truce 
between the kings of France and England and 
their allies. On the part of France was included 
all Spain, as well as Scotland. The king of 
Krance bound himfelf to fend notice of this truce 
to the king and barons of Scotland as fpeedily as 
, poffible J and the bearers of this information were 

Vol. VI. Z ' to 
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to have paAports &r thctr fidfety, in f oSng ^to 
feturRing from Scddaad througfa England. 

On the part of the Engliih vene mdaded alt 
their allies and adherents, wherefoever they might 
he Ghent was oqprefsly mentioned in aU thar 
deeds, to the great difpleafure of the earl of Flan- 
ders. This truce was to laft until the Michaeknais 
of the year 1384: and thefe commiflioners were 
to lee that the articles were duly oblerved, having 
fuU powers to enforce them* Public ads were 
made of each different article for the better ob- 
fervance of them ; and the lords prefent fwore ' 
they ihould all be idyally kept, and in no way 
infringed. 



CHAP. LXVIJ. 

THE EARL OF FLANDERS DIES.— THE CiOtEMONY 

OF HIS FUNERAL. 

f\i>i the conference breaking up, the freneh lords 
returned to France, and the engliih lords to 
Calais. The duke of Brittany went back to his 
duchy, and the earl of Flanders to St. Omer. 
Shortly after, he was taken fo ill that he died. It 
was ordered that he Ihould be buried in the church 
of St. Pet^ in Lille. The earl departed this life 
on the 20th day of January, in the year 1385, and 
his body was carried to Los, an abbey near to 
Lille. The body of the countefs his lady, who* 

bad 
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koA died fitt years lufefort in the county <6i ftethd^ 
was alfo brought thither, and fixm, thence to Lille^ 
where they were interred together in the church 
of St. Peter. 

I wUl no*r relate the arrangement of this eerie, 
tnotiy, and the manner in which it was conduded^ 
tod dcfcribe the order of proceffion at the (unend 
tof the eari and countefs of Flanders, whofe bodies 
had been carried to Los, an abbey near Lille. 
When they were about to enter Lille, a great num- 
ber of lords from France, Flanders, Hainault and 
Brabant, who had arrived there the eve of the 
funeral, were to meet the body at the gate of the 
invalids, and to carry it throngh the town to the 
church of St. Peter. They Were to be armed as 
for war, as well as their fquires who fupported 
them. 

Sir John Haluin was neareft the body, fup« 

ported by Enguerrand de Volemie, and Roger de 

I'Efpierre : then the lord de la Marque, fupported 

by John de TEfpierre, and the lord Saufee de Fre- 

•tin; the lord de Mauvis,* fupported by Godfrey 

de Noille, and Henry de la Vacquerie. The 

names of thofe appointed to the convoy were, fir 

Feter de Bailleuf, near the body, fupported by 

<5uyot de Lompr€, and John Louis lord of Latn« 

ber dcourt : fir Sohier de Gand advanced before 

fir Peter de Bailleuf, fupported by Hugart dq 

^ Quinghen, and by Michael de la Quarrie: fir 

John du Moulin advanced before fir Sohier de 

Gand, fupported by John de Quinghen and Hau- 

bequin le mardchaU Next followed the banners 

Zt pf 
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of the bier j firfl:> fir Francis dc Hafurquerque and 
fir Gouffain le Sauvage in front ; fir Lancelot de 
la Perfonne before fir Gouffain, and fir John de la 
Helle before fir Lancelot de la Perfonne. Thofe 
who bore the banners of the bier and convoy came 
next, fir Matthew de Hunieres, ^nd before him 
fir John de Helles; lord des Aveaux and fir Cier- 
chelart de la Bar re before, the above named lord 
des Aveaux ; and fir John de Paris before Cier- 
chelart. The names of thofe barons who aflifted 
to carry the corpfe of the earl from the gate of the 
invalids, in proceffion through the town of Lille, 
to the church of St. Peter : firfl;, fir John de Vi- 
enne, admiral of France, on the right, and the 
lord de Guiftelles on the left ; fir Valeran de Ra- 
venal on the right, the caftellan de Difquenieu on 
the left ; the lord d'Eftournay on the right, and 
fir Anfel de Salins on the left. 

Thofe barons who aflifted in bearing the corpfe 
of the countefs of Flanders from the gate of St. 
Ladre to the church of St. Peter were, the lord 
de Sully on the right, and the lord de Chatilloj^ 
on the left fide of the body ; fir Guy de Pon- 
talliers, marfhal of Burgundy, on the right, fir 
Guy de Guiftelles on the left ; then fir Henry du 
Going on the right, and the caftellan of Furnes 
on the left. 

I Ihall now mention the regulations on the day 
of the obfequies, which were performed in the 
church of St. Peter, the names of thofe prefent, 
as well as of the fquires who fupported the ftiields 
during the whole mafs, until the offertory : firft, 

the 
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the duke of Burgundy by himfelf, and the firfl: 
Ihield was borne before him, which Ihield was fup-^ 
ported by the lord de Ravenel, by the lord de la 
Gouneufe, by Labequin, de la Coutre, and by 
John de Pontalliers brother to the marflial of 
Burgundy. 

The fecond ihield was borne before my lord 
John of Artois, count d'Eu, and the lord Philip- 
de Bar, by Valeran de la Sale and Lefclaus d*An- 
nequin. Next followed the count de la Marche 
and the lord Philip d'Artois ; the Ihield was borne 
by Gillon de Labert and Robin de Florigny. 
Then came fir Robert de Namur, and with him 
his nephew fir William de Namur : the (hield was 
borne by Chaux Bernard and Girard de Sternaille. 

The ftiields of the convoy ; the lord d'Anghien, 
and with him fir John de Namur ; the fhield car- 
ried by Aillart de Ponthees and Henry de Moucy. 
Next followed fir Efne de Chatillon, and the lord 
de Fere ; the ihield fupported by John de Heluin 
ajnd Edward de Cailron ; then the lord d* Ancoing 
and the lord de Guiilelles : the ihield-bearers were 
Triitan de Landres and John du Beart ; then the 
lord de Moriennes and the lord de Silly: the ihield 
borne by Frefingue and by Damas de Bucy. 

Then came thofe who were to make oflferings of 
the war-horfes of the earl : firft, my lord de Cha- 
tillon and fir Simon de Lalain, bailiff of Hain- 
ault. Thefe lords were on foot, and the horfe 
was armed and caparifoned j with the fecond horfe 
were fir Valeran de Ravenal and the cailellan de' 
Dixmude : with the third, fir Hugh de Melun and 

the 
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the lord d'Aucy: the lord de Burnel and the lord 
dc Brumcu were with the fourth horfe. 

Then came thofe who were to offer the fteeds of 
the convoy : firft, fir Henry d* Ancoing and fir 
Gerard de Guiftelles ; with the fecond, the lord 
de Montigny and the lord de Rafenghien; the 
lord de la Haurade and the caftellan de Furaes 
were with the third ; and the fourth had the lord 
di& Saugmelles and fir Rowland de k Glic<|ue. 

Next came thofe who were to offer the earl's 
fwords of war j my lord admiral of France bore 
the firft, the lord de Rary the fecond, the marfiial 
of Burgundy the third, the lord de Saint Py the 
fourth. The names of thofe who offered the 
fwords of the convoy : fir William de Ponthieu 
bore the firft, fir William de la Trimouille the fe- 
cond, the caft^ellan of Ypres the third, and fir Guy 
de Hancourt the fourth. 

Then came thofe who offered the war-helmets of 
the earl ; the lord de Mailly bore the firft ; the fe« 
cond was. borne by fir William de Homes and fir 
Anfel de Salins ; fir John Doppem and the cafteU 
Ian of St. Omer had the third ; and fir Guy de 
Guiftelles and le Galois d'Aunoy the fourth. 

The helmets of the convoy were borne and of- 
fered as follows : the firft by fir Joffe de Hallain 
and fir Oliver de Guffy ; the fecond by the lord 
d'Yfebobecque and the lord de Lalain *; the fourth 
by fir Triftan du Bois and fir John de Jumont. 

Then came thofe who offered the banners of 
vmr: the lord de Liftrenaille offered the firft, fir 

» !■ ■ III I I ■ ■ « I « ■ ■ I ■ ■ ■■■ ■ 

^ Tbe third is not mentioned in uny of my editions.' 
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Leoncel) d'Airanmiesr the fecond^ fir Giles de I9 
Gouneufe the third, and fir John de Luxfolom the 
fourth. The banners of the convoy were aextl of- 
fered: the firft by fir Orengois de Rely, the 
third ''^ by fir John de Difqueniue and the fourth 
by fir Vilaines de la Clicquew 

Thofe who, after the obfequie^ were ended, laid 
die body of the earl of Flanders in the earth were, 
.fir John de Vlenne admiral of France^ the lord de 
Guiftelley fir Yaleran de Ravenal, the caflellan^ 
de Dixmude, the lord de Ray and fir Anfel de 
SaKns. 

Thofe who interred the body of the countefs, 
confort to the earl, were, fir Guy de la Trimouille, 
4he lord de Chatillon, the f^nefchal of Burgundy, 
the lord Gerard de Guiftelles, fir Hfenry d'An- 
toing and the caftellan of Fumes. 

It ihould be obferved, that all who officially had 
entered the church of St. Peter at Lille, with the 
corpfe in the evening, remained there until the 
mafs of the morrow^ as* well thofe knights who 
were armed as thofe who bore the banners and the 
Iquires who led the horfes. 

There were about four hundred men, clothed in 
black, appointed to carry the body of the earl and 
countefs of Flanders, through Lille, to the church 
of St. Peter, and each of them bore a torch in his 
band. Thefe four hundred men held their torches 
on the morrow in the church during mafs, znd 



* The fecond is forgotten. 
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they were all of them officers in the principal towns 
cr of the earPs houfehold. 

The archBilhop of Rheims celebrated the mafs, 
aflifled by the biftiops of Paris, Tournay, Cam'* 
bray and Arras, and likewife by five abbots. 
There were in the church, during the obfequies, 
feven hundred candles, or thereabouts, and each 
candle weighed one pound. On the catafalque 
were five banners: in the centre, the banner of 
Flanders ; on the right, that of Artois ; on the 
left, lower down, that of Boulogne ; the fourth 
of Nevers, and the fifth of Rethel. The cata- 
falque was emblazoned on the right fide with the 
fcutcheons of Flanders^ and on the left with thofe 
of Flanders and Brabant. Down the church were 
twelve hundred and twenty-fix candles, fimilar to 
thofe around the bodies. 

There was not any lady or damfel prefent on the 
part of the duke or duchefs of Burgundy except 
the lady of the governor of Lille. 

A magnificent dinner was provided, and every 
tnight and fquire were gratuitoufly entertained the 
day and night of the obfequies ; and all the black 
cloth they had worn was given to them. 

After this ceremony, they all returned to their 
homes. 

The duk.e of Burgundy placed in the garrifons 
and towns in Flanders, knights and fquires, not- 
withftanding the truce which had been made be- 
tween France and England, and between their aU 
)lies, for every one was on his guard. The duke of 

Purgundy 
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Burgundy then returned to France, 1>ut the lady- 
duchefs remained a confiderable time in Artois* 



CHAP, Lxvni. 

THE EARLS OF NORTHUMBERLAND AND NOTTING- 
HAM RAISE A BODY OF ENOX-ISH TO MAKE AS 

EXCURSION INTO SCOTLAND. AMBASSADORS ARE 

SENT FROM FRANCE TO SCOTLAND, TO NOTIFY 
THE TRUCES WHICH HAD BEEN MADE BETWJEEH. 
FRANCE AND ENGLAND. 

"Y^OU have before heard how the lords of Fran« 
who had attended the conferences in Bolinge 
had engaged on their departure to notify the truces 
that had been made between th^m and the Englifli, 
to the Scots and to the king of Scpdand, fo that 
any mifunderftanding fliould be prevented Jbetweca 
thfe two countries. 

The council of France, however, to fay the 
truth, did not.ufe all the diligence they fhould 
hive done ; for they were to have fent inftant in- 
formation of this truce, which they did not do, I 
know not how this happened, except it were ow- 
ing to the duke of Burgundy being fo much en- 
gaged by the death of his father-in-law the earl of 
Flanders, and taken up with the bufinefs of his 
obfequies, as you have heard related. He likewife 
did not imagine the Englifh would have aded as 

they 
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they did ; fat, foon aloer Eafter^the earls of Moreli* 
ixmberiaiKi and Nottuighaniy andl tkt barons oB 
Northumberland, collected a body of about two 
thoufand lances and fix thoufand archers, with 
which they marched by Berwick and Roxburgh^ 
and entered Scotland* 

They burnt all the lands of the earl of Douglas 
and of the lord Lindfay, and left nothing unmo« 
lefted as far as Edinbur^* The barons of Scot* 
land were not apprifed of this invafiony and took 
tfie affikir much to heart, faying they would re« 
wnge it oo the utmoft of their powcn They 
added,, that the Englifh ought to have been at 
peace with them according to what had been re- 
ported of the truce ; but they knew not this for 
certain, as in fa£t it had not at that time been no* 
tified to them; and they well knew that they had 
Bot entered into any treaty with the Englifh. The 
war was thus begun ; and they had fuffered in the 
firft inftance from it, which greatly difpleafed 
tfletn» 

Intelligence foon fpreads abroad. It was known 
in t landers, particularly at Sluys, from fome mer- 
chants who had failed from Scotland, that thef 
English had invaded that country, and that king 
Robert and his barons were coUeding a nximcroua 
force to engage the Englifli. It was alfo known in 
France that* the Engliih had taken the field, and 
they faid among themfelves that a battle muft be 
the confequence. 

The dukes of Berry and Burgundy^ and the 
king^a council^ hearing this news^ fftid it was 

fooliihly 
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fooliftly done nofi to haro aotified tbe trace tti 
Scotland) accorcHiig to tlieir promife. It was thea 
ordered by the king, his uaclss aad his councU^ 
thait fi« Hemart de MaflG^^ a very prudent kn^ht^ 
Ihould go to Scotland,, properly authorifed, aad- 
vfidi him fir Pec«r de Flamel; and a ferjeant at 
arms of the king, who was of the Scots nation^ 
and called Janequin Champenois, was likewife or* 
dered to attend then^ becaufe he was acquainted 
with the country and underftood the language. 

While thefe ambai&dors were making their pre« 
parations^and the Englifh overrunning Scotland^the 
news of which was fpoken of every where, fevei;^ 
men at arms from France who had fixed their refir* 
dence at Sluys, not knowing where to offer theur 
fervice;;, as a true e was now eftablifhed between 
Flanders and England, refolved to go to Scotland. 
They heard the news of this war between Scot- 
land and England ; and it was confidently faid at: 
Sluys, that an engagement muft very foon taki? 
place, lliefe men at arms, fuch as fir Geoffry de 
Charny, fir John de Plaiffy, fir Hugh de Boulon, 
fir Sainge de Villiers, fir Gamier de Libourne, fir 
Garnier de G-uffangm, fir Odin de I\iotin, fir Ro- 
bert de Campignen, James de Montfort, John dc 
Heluin, John de Mellez, Michael de la Barr^ 
William Gobart, heard this information with plea?- 
ture: they might amount to about thirty men at 
arms, knights and fcjuires* 

In order to advance their renown, they had de- 
termined among themfelves, fince they knew not 
Inhere to offer their arms^ to hire a veffel and feek 

for 
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for adventures with the Scot5. This tefolution they 
followed^ and^ having embarked all their arms and 
baggage, they themfelves went on board and fet 
fail from Sluys as foon as the wind became fa- 
iFourablc. 

They left their horfes behind, on account of the 
dangers of the fea and the length of the voyage : 
befides, the mariners who conducted them knew 
they could not land at Edinburgh, Dunbar, nor 
any of the adjoining ports, on account of the en- 
glifti fleet, with the purveyances which followed 
the army, being matters of all the havens. 

About this time the ambaffadors from France 
arrived in England, and waited on the king and his 
uncles, who entertained them handfomely. They 
diiTemblcd a little the firft day, becaufe they knew 
a war was carrying on in Scotland: but, on hear- 
ing their people had finilhed the bufinefa, they haft* 
cned the meffengers from France, fir Hemart de 
Maffe and the others, and, for their greater fecu- 
rity, ordered fome of the king's heralds to attend 
them through England, and to have all towns and 
catties opened to receive them. This being ar- 
ranged, they fet out on their embafly. 

The french knights who had failed from Sluys, 
by coafting the fhores of Holland and England, 
and carefully avoiding the englifti fleets, arrived 
fafely at a fmall fea-port in Scotland called Mon- 
ftres *. The Scots who lived in the town, hearing 

that 

* Monftres. Mr. D. M'Pherfon, in his excellent Geogra- 
phical IlluHrations of Scottifii Hiilory^ trandates it Melrofe 3 

but 



S49 

that the paffengers were Frenchmen come thither 
to feek for deeds of arms, (hewed them great kind* 
nefs, and fupplied them with every neceffary to the 
utmoft of their power. When thefe knights and 
fquires had refreflied themfelves for two dajs, and 
had gained fufEcient intelligence, theyfet out, mount- 
ed on hackneys and rode to Dundee, from whence, 
continuing their journey as well as they could, they . 
came to Perth, a handfome town. The river Tay 
runs by it : there is a good fea-port, from whence 
one may fail to any part of the world. On their 
arrival at Perth, they learnt that the Englifh had 
retired, and that the king and all the nobiUty of 
Scotland were afTembled in parliament at £din« 
burgh. Upon this they refolved to fend- fir Gar- 
nier de Cuiifangin and Michael de la Barre, to 
Edinburgh, to have a conference with the king 
and the nobles, to know if they could be em- 
ployed, and to teftify their good will, at leaft, in 
coming from Flanders to Scotland : fir Geoflfry de 
Charny and the reft were to remain at Perth until 
they heard how they had been received. 

As they had refolved, fo was it executed : the 
ambafladors fet out from Perth and came to 
Edinburgh, where the king was. The earl of 
Douglas was there, whofe name was James, for 
fir William, the prefent earl's father, was lately 
dead : there were prefent alfo the earls of Moray 
and Orkney, the lords de Verfi, Sutherland, Lind- 



but I thinliNit muft be a miftake, as FroiiTart calls it, ' un petit 
port.* From what follows, it muft be fome fmall port near to 
Dundee ; and I ibould fuppofe it to mean Montrofe. 

fay 
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fsj and liis fix brothart, who were all of dtem 
knights. Thefe fcots lords entertained very hand* 
foniely the knights of France. Sir Gamier ex- 
plained to the king and his barons the intention of 
bis oompanions, and their reafons for coming to 
Edinburgh. 

The ambafladors from France, fir Hemart de 
Mafie, fir Peter de Flatnel and Janequin Champe- 
Hois, arrived with copies of the truces entered into 
between the kings of France and England; but 
the Scots having no inclination to accept of them^ 
dilTembled) by faying that they had come too late, 
and that they fliould not now pay any attention tb 
them, for the Engliih had juft made a grievous 
war on the country. King Robert did every diing 
lie could for their being accepted, faying, that in 
truth fince they had been notified to thenn, they 
had not any pretence for a refufal : this caufed a 
difference between the king and the knights of his 
country. 

The carl of "Douglas, the earl of Moray, the 
children of Lindfay, and fuch knights and fquires 
of Scotland who wiflied for war, held a fecret 
meeting in the church of St. Giles at Edinburgh, 
where the french knights, fir Gamier and Michael 
de la Barre, were defired to attend. The fcots 
barons faid they would enter into a treaty with 
their companions, and they fhould foon hear^dod 
news from them, but that it muft be kept fecret. 
Upon this they returned to Perth, and related all 
they had feen and heard. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.LXII. 

THE BARONS AND KNIGHTS OF SCOTLAND, TN CON- 
JUNCTION WITH SOME FRENCH KNIGHTS, UN- 
DERTAKE AN EXPEDITION INTO ENGLAND WITH- 
OUT THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE KING OF SCOT- 
lAND, WHO SENDS A HERALD TO MAKE HU 
EXCUSES TO THE KING OF ENGLAND* 

C!R Geoffry de Chamy and the, other knights 
and {quires were much pleafed at this intd- 
iigence. Leaving Perth, they continued thdr 
mardi until they arrived at EcBnburglu' They 
gave not the fmaliefl hint of their expedations^ 
and had not remained there twelve days when the 
earl of Douglas gave them a fecret invitation to 
come to him, and at the fame ^ime fent horfes to 
cpndud them to his caiUe of Dalkeith. On the 
morrow after their arrival, he carried them (;o 
where the barpn.'v and knights of Scotland were 
muftering their men. In three days time they 
amounted to upwards of fifteen thoufand on horfe- 
back, all armed according to the ufual manner of 
the country. When the whole were coUedof, 
they faid they would make an inroad, and revenge 
themfelves on the Englifh for the mifchiefs they 
had done. 

They began their march through the woods 

and 
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and fbrefts of their country, and entered Kortti* 
umberland, on the lands of the lord Percy, which 
they pillaged and burnt. They advanced further^ 
and then returned through the eftates of the earl 
of Nottingham and the lord Mowbray, to whofc 
lands they did much damage. They paiTed by 
Roxburgh ; fdr they had a very large booty with 
them, as well in men as in cattle, and returned to 
their own country without any lofs j for the Eng- 
fiih had been fome time difbanded, and could not 
be re-affembled in time to oppofe them: they 
were, therefore, obliged to fuflfer this infult, as 
they had before given a fimilar one to the Scots. 

The king of Scotland could eafily excufe him- 
felf for this inroad, as he had been kept entirely 
ignorant, of their affembling and march. Since 
,the country was fo inclined, it was not material 
that he fhoyld know any thing about it ; but fup- 
poiing he had known it, and there had been no 
other treaties than thofe which exifted between the 
two countries, they would not have afted otherwifc 
for him. 

Notwithftanding the barons of Scotland, with 
the french knights, had thus invaded England, 
fir Hemart ^e Mafle and fir Peter de Flamel con- 
tinued to refide at Edinburgh, near king Robert : 
they allowed the, Scots to afl: as they pleafed, that 
it might not be faid, nor the Englifh fuppofe, that 
it was through their fault, or thofe of their country 
who had come with them, that the treaties had 
been infringed which had been concluded at 
Bolinghen by the nobles and council of France, 

England 



England and Caflille. The king of Scotland and 
the ambalTadors fent each a herald to England 
fully inftruded what they were to fay. 

When the heralds arrrved in England, they 
found the whole country in motion, and eager to 
renew the war, by marching mto Scotland. The 
duke of Lancafter and earl of Cambridge were^ 
however, anxious to go to Portugal and Caftille 
in the courfe of the year, with a large body of men 
at arms and archers, under the power of one or 
both of them ; for they confidered themfelves as 
heirs by their ladies to all Caftille, and they wifhed 
to renew the war between the king of Portugal 
and the king of Caftille. Eang Fernando was 
dead, and the Portuguefe had crowned his baftard 
brother don John, a valiant man who wifhed for a 
war with the Spaniards, but not without having 
fuccours from England. Of this the duke of 
jLancafter was well informed, but diifembled his 
knowledge as well as he could, and endeavoured 
through his friends to prevent any forces being 
collected to carry on a war with Scotland. It 
was afterted, that the king of Scotland had re- 
fufed to authorife the war which the french and 
fcots knights wifhed for, and that the late expe* 
dition had been made without his knowledge. 

The fcots herald on his. appearance before the 
king of England and his uncles, well knowing his 
duty, threw himfelf on his knees, and requefted 
that, as herald. from the king of Scotland^ he 
might deliver his mefTage. 

The king and the nobles granted liU requeft ; 
Vol. VI. A a "he 
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fie then declared why he had been pamcukrfy 
fent by the king and the ambaffadors from France^ 
and excufed them, by faying, that the king of 
Scotland had gracioufly received the cmbaffy froni 
France, and having affented to the treaties which 
the king of France had made, fhould conform to 
the truce : that he had ordered, as ftrongly as lay 
In him, his va0als to do the fame ; but that the 
borderers of Scotland, on the lands of the lord 
Percy and the earl of Nottingham, fuch as the 
carl of Dpi^glas, the earl of Mar his uncle, fir 
^chibald> fir Hc^me, fir Peter, fir William and fir 
Thomas D6qglas, all the brothers of Lindfay aiid 
Kamfay, with fir William Seton, would not attend 
the parliisiment in which diis treaty was agreed to^ 
nor wpuld tjiey accept it ; for they fafd there had 
been fuch ^zmz^t done to their lands as was dif^ 
agreeable to themfelves an4 friends, which they 
would revenge the very firft opportunity. Thefc 
Ibrds^ who^i I have juft nanred, collefled ihcix 
fprce^ to invade England, *but tliey never ihen- 
tionf d it to the king, Ifibr to any of his houfehold, 
for they VfcU , kivew he would not have confented 

to It. 
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; They (ay, l\pwper, in Scotland, that England 
firft began hoftilitiesj that, 'my fords, you knew 
iirell a tfUce hjad been concluded beypnd, fea ; an4 
Ithatl on your return from Calais,^ |t ought to 
have been %njfied tp us. They f^y lik^wie, thsit 
the ! anibafladors frbm !F*ranjfe, when they pafled 
through thi^ country, were dat^ined from coming 
to. us as they were bounfl to do, and thjat yo\i kept 
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them too long here with your entertainments : on 
which accounts, this mifunderftanding has hap# 
pened between Scotland and England, urged oa 
by thofe who had long meditated it, and under 
fhadow of diffimulation the greater part of It has 
bee^ e£fi9<Sbed. But my moft redoubted and fove* 
reign lord, the king of Scotland ^ and the ambaf* 
iadors from the king of France, who ^eiide at 
prefent with him, exculpate themfelves from any 
knowledge of the lafl expedition which th^ barons 
and knights of Scotland made into England, having 
been completely ignorant of it* 

^ Therefore, to redrd^ all complaints ^d place 
fihings on a proper fboting, t am ordered to fyf^ 
that if you will 6>nform tb th6 treaties colk^lttde^ 
beyond fea through thi dxTcretloA ^d wifdom <$f 
the counfellors of the king' of France aid yomr 
own, a)id wHI agree that the trucks lafl the timb 
fuch truce* hate been agreed ta t^^Ith liiy verjf 
fcdoubted and folrercign lord the king of Scotland, 
he and his council will coflflrm then), and fweat 
to keep and maintain them, 6ut of refpe£l tothfe 
king of France and his council, as well by hinifclf 
aS/ by his vaffal ; and upon this fubjeck you will 
be pl^fed to give me your afrfWet/ 

The king of England atrid his uncles p^id zU 
f ention to the herald whll6 he was ' fpeaking, dixid 
willingly heard him. The duke of Laricafter told 
Mm, that indeed he fhould have an anfwer. Thejr 
ordered him to remain in LondoA, where he! had 
fead hi^ aucEehce^ to wait the anfWer from the 
king of England* 

A a a CHAP* 
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CHAP. tXt. 

THE TRUCES WHICH HAD BEEN MAl)E fiETWEEH 
THE FRENCH, THE ENGLISH AND TllEIR ALLIES, 
ARE PROCLAIMED IN SCOTLAND.— THE FREKCH 
KNIGHTS, ON THEIR RETURN FROM SCOTLAKD, 
ARE IN GREAT DANGER FROM THE ZEALANDERS. 

AT the end of tv«^o days, the council agreed on 
. an anfwer. Sir Simon Burley, chamberlain 
to the king, drew it up ; and by thefe means all 
difputes were fettled. To fay the truth, the lords 
of England who had been at the conferences at 
Bolinghen had not aded very honourably whea 
they had confented to order their men to march 
to Scotland and burn the country, knowing that 
a truce would fpeedily be concluded : and the beft 
excufe they could ipake was^ that it was the French^ 
and not they, .who. were to fignify fuch truce to 
the Scots. 

The herald w^s told, that in God's name he 
was welcome, and that it was the intention of the 
king of England, his uncles and councH, to keep 
and maintain what they had fealed and fwom to^ 
and that they would noways infringe it, but, on 
the contrary, would preferve it, for thofe who had 
been moft adive had lofl the mqft. 

The herald demanded all this to be put in 
writmg, that he might the mo);e readily be be- 
lieved. 
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lieved* They made hioi rich prefents^ and in fuch 
quantity that he was well contented, and greatly 
thanked the king and his nobles. 

Having left London, he continued his journey 
until he arrived in Scotland, where the ambaiTadors 
from France were waidng to know his anfwer, for 
they were anxious to learn how the Engliih would 
condud themfelves. When they faw the anfwers 
from the king and his uncles^ in the fealed letters 
which were delivered to them, they were well 
fatisfied and much rejoiced thereat* Thus was the 
truce continued for this year between England and 
Scotland, and for greater fecurity it was proclaimed 
throughout the two kingdoms. 

The french ambafladors returned to their own 
country, through England, without any accident, 
and related to the king of France and [his uncles 
what they had done, and the oppofition they had 
met with : ih Ihort, they, recounted cycry thing 
you have juft heard* 

When fir Geoffry de Chamy and the french 
knights in his company found that the truce was 
to be eftabliihed between Scotland and England, 
they took their leave of the barons of Scotland, 
more efpecially of the earls of Douglas and Moray, 
who hd^ (hewn them much kindnefs. 

Thefe barons of Scotland, as well as fome other 
knights, faid to them, joking, — ^ Gentlemen, you 
have feen the condition and maimer of our country, 
but you have ndt feen its whole (trength and 
power* Know that Scotland is the country of the 
yfoM moft dreaded by the .EAgUib j for we can, 

as 
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ai you have feen, enter England at our pleafure 
vrithout any cianger from the fea : if we were ii\ 
greater numbers, we ihould do them more mif« 
dgitf th^ we are now able to d^. Be fo good 
therefore^ when you are in France, to tell this ta 
your knights and iquires, who fhall be eager for 
renown, to excite them to come hither in iearch 
of deeds of arms^ We can aflure you, that if wc 
had a thoufand lances from France, with the good 
people here, we would give fuch a confiderable 
blow to England that it fliould be vifible for forty 
years to come. Have the goodnefs to remembet 
tkaa when you fhaU be on the other fide of tfad 
water/ 

' The french knights replied they would not fail 
to do fo, for k was not a thing to be fbi;gotten«. 
Upon thk, they embarked on board a veffeL the]!, 
luid^ci^gftg^ to carry them to Sluys ; but they. hadr 
CptMirary winds when at fea^ which obliged thenL 
to run for a port in Zealand called la Virille*« 

When they landed there, they thought they 
i»ere in a placo of fii^ty, but were difappointc;d ;. 
for thQ Normans had lately vifited that coaft, and: 
had done, as it was faid, much mifchief to the 
J^^alanders. Thefe knights and fquirea were in. 
great danger ; fdr, while a different language waft 
held in the town, their vefiel was feized, theit 
trunks broken opea ^d their arms takeu away^' 
^d they themfelves in rift of loimg their lives^ 

At this^t time there wais in the towa a f^uire of 

YiriHe. Q, if not la BriUe. 

^ the 
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thd cotot d6 BIol9| whofe nanfe vad Jacob^^ aft 
agrtcable ndan, who aiEfted fKeift in tdl things* Hd 
talked with the principal people of the town^ 
and with fuch good effed thai i^ pa^t of ihetr big« 
^ge was reftored to thenu 

In order to fave them from thek peril, for fa0 
knew the people were mtich ehrageft a^atnft iUefh) 
and had intentions of attacking them on the feki 
is they had fent notice of their plans to the nd^ 
bouring towni, and wer^ in fuffident force to dd 
Iby he (hewed them much oourtefy, and^ oat df 
affe£tion to them, explained how ^eatl^ tk9 
cduiiffy was ixafperated againfl them, but ffiatt 
oiit of regslrd to his loi^d and the realm of Frai^^ 
h^ would coimterad it. They warmly thamked 
him for his kind intentions. Well, what d^ 
Jacob do ? He Went to a marifier and hiiM d veBA 
16 cdrify Kim .and his company whereyer M 
plesded, faying; his intentions were to go to DoV^ 
dr^dht. The mariners having agreed to thia pf04 
pofal, be and his company onbarked on board thtf 
veiliel,! and at firit made fot Dordrecht; but^ 
when Jacob few it Wis dme to alter their couff^ 
he faid td the feilors, ^ Now, mind what I ani 
goiilg td fay : I have hired with my money thia 
telTel to catty mt whitherfdever I ihall pl6aie; 
turii, therefore,' the helm for Strueghene'^, fts X 
want to go thither.' The failors reftifed to do fo^ 
lading they had been only eiigs^ed (o fail to Hou 

— - . ... ^ 

* Strucjjhcne. Q, Oertni|denbergh. 
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drccht. * Attend to me,' replied Jacob ; * do what 
I have ordered you, i£ you do not wifh to be put 
to death/ 

The failors dared not make any reply, for they 
were not the ftrongeft ; fo they at once turned 
the helm and fet the falls, and made for the town 
of Eftrimohee*, where they arrived without fear 
6f danger, for it belonged to the count de Blois 
After they had refrefhed themfelves, they departed 
and returned through Brabant and Hainault to 
their own country, thanking Jacob for th^ kind- 
xxefs he had done them. . • , 

When fir GeofFry de Charny, fir John de Plaifly 
dnd the other knights and fquires who had been in 
Scotland, returned to France, they were inter- 
rogated as to news from that country. They 
related all they had feen and heard from the 
barons and knights of Scotland. ' Sir John de 
Vienne, admiral of France, converfed on the fub- 
jtSt with fir GeofFry de Charny, who was furprifed, 
as well as other barons of France, to hear that the 
French, through Scotland, could gjun an eafy 
entrance into England. Sir Hcmart de Mafle con- 
tinued the converfatlon, and added, the Scots could 
not any way love the Englifli j and he had been 
dire£ted to fay this by order of the fcots council, 
that the king of France and his uncles might have 
information of it. > 

The French inftantly determined, as foon as the 
truces fhould be expired, to fend a powerful army 

"— ■'^— — ■— — ^T III I ■■ ... I ^— —————— ii^^ii^^ 
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SO Scotland to lay wafte England. This vas 
planned by the dukes of Berry and Burgundy, 
who at that tinie goremed the realm at their 
ple^Uure, and the conftable of France; but the 
whole was kept yery fecret. 



CHAP.LXXL 

THE LORD DESTOlrtlNAY ASSEMBLES V0RCE8 TO 
RETAKE OUOENARO£«-— HE C0N8UERS IT BT 
STRATAGEM. 

Y^U have before heard how Frands Atremen 
took by fcalado the town of Oudenarde, while 
the treaties for a truce were negotiating before 
Bergues and Bourbourg, to the great furprlfe of 
Tournay and the adjacent towns. The garrifon 
of Oudenarde, during this time, had overrun the 
country, and done much mifchief to the territories 
of Tournay : the whole eftate of the lord Deilour*' 
nay was under their fubje£tion. They had at the 
feaft of Chriftmas colieded his rents and duty- 
fowls, from the towns belonging to him, ^ for the^ 
own ufe, which difpfeafed him and his friends ez« 
ceedingly. He therefore declared, that whatever 
truce or refpite there might be between the kings 
of France and England with the Flemings, he 
Ihould not pay any attention to it, bnt would exert 
himfelf in doing them as much dsunage a$ he was 



9(bk!, fot £hey hid fo ^rie^otiily oppreflbd him thtt 
kt najt bdtoAie a pcx)t nlan. > 

' 'The lord I>e{loumiy turned his whbld attenticiir 
lb i-etake Oudenarde, slhd fucoeededi thrgogh^thq 
friendihip of fome knights and iqutres frbm Fninoa^ 
Flanders and Hainault, who aflifted him in &. 
When he fent to thefe friends, feveral were ignorant 
of his intentions. The expedition xifras undertaken 
on the 1 7th day of May 1384 ; for the lord Def- 
tournay learnt by his fpie^ Aat Francis Atremen 
was gone to Ghent, trufling to the truce which 
bad been ipade ^ith the French : by fo doing he 
committed a faulty and was no longer attentive to 
guard Oudenarde, as I Ihall relate. 

The lord Deftournay formed a confiderable 
IMobufcadf of four hundred knights^ fqulres and 
g$6d men at arms, whom he bad entreated to 
affift him. Thefe he polled in the wood of ,Lart, 
ftcaf to the gate of Oudenarde. There were 
imiOng than fir John du Moulin, fir James de la 
THmouilliB^ fir Gilbert and fir John Cacquelan, 
fef - Roland de TEfpierfe, fir Blanchart de Ca-.. 
lomii?, ^Iid th^ lord d'EAripouille, who was created 
m knight.: s 

' I;m IUtHQW rdate their fbratagem, and how thofe 
i5£ Oudeiiarde were deceived by it. They filled 
two carts with provifion, which they put under 
the charge of four hardy and determined men 
dreOS^d as carters, clothed in grey frocks, but armed 
uhderneath. Thefe garters drove the carts to 
Oudenarde, and gave the guards to underftand 
d»t ^hey Irnd brought provifion from Hainault tp 
. % vi^usj 
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visual the place. The guards not thinking but^ 
all was right, drew up the portcullis, and allowed 
them to advance on the bridge. The carters 
knocked out the pins which held the traces of. the 
horfqSf and flung them into the ditch* Upon this^; 
ttue guards cried out to them, ^ Why do not you, 
drive on ?' and» taking hold of the horfes, drove 
them before them, and thus left the carts (land- 
ing, for, as I laid, they were unharnefTed^ The 
guards then found out that they had been deceived 
and betrayed, and began to (hike the carters, who 
defended themfelves ably; for they were well 
armed under their frocks, and were men of tried 
courage. Having killed two of the guards, they 
were inflantly reinforced ; for the lord Deftoumaj 
followed them fo clofe with his men, that the 
guards ffed into the town, crying out, * Trealbn^ 
treafon !' but, before the townfmen could be 
awakened, the men at arms had entered it, and( 
killed all who put themfelves on their defence . 
0iouting out as they came to the fquare, * Vifkory I' 
Thus was Oudenarde won. Of the ghent men, 
inll three hundred were killed or drowned. A 
large fum was found in the town belonging to. 
Francis Atremen, which I heard amounted to 
fifteen tboufand franc3» t 

> News was foon fpread abroad, that Oudenarde 
had been taken during the truce, which angered 
die Ghenters much^ as was natural, for it nearly 
aflfe&ed them. They held a meeting on this fuU 
jed, and refolved to fend to the duke of Burgundy 
to remonfirate with him on the capture of Oude- 
narde 
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nardc during the truce, and to fay, that if it were 
not delivered back to them, they Ibould confider 
the truce as broken. But the duke excufed himfelf, 
declaring he had not interfered any way in the 
bufinefs, and that as God might help him, he 
was entirely ignorant of this expedition of the lord 
Deftournay: he added, that he would willingly 
write to him, which he did, and order him to 
give back Oudenarde, for it was neither honour- 
able to him nor agreeable to the duke to capture 
any towns, caftles or forts during a truce. 

The lord Deftournay acknowledged the letters 
from the duke, and in anfwer faid, that the gar- 
rifon of Oudenarde had always made war on his 
lands, whether truce or no truce, and had feized 
on his inheritance, and that he had never con- 
fented to any truce with them ; that he had con- 
quered Oudenarde in fair war, and that he would 
keep poffeffion of it as his own proper inheritance 
until Flanders and Ghent fhould be completely 
re-united, for his other property had been ruined 
by the war. 

Things remained in this ftate, for nothing better 
could be done. 

Francis Atremen was very much blamed for not 
having better guarded the place, and efpccially by 
the lord de Harzelles, infomuch that Francis wa^ 
wrotbwith the knight, and high words enfued, 
adding, whatever he may have done in regard to 
Oudenarde, he had always acquitted himfelf loyally 
towards Ghent. This provoked anfwers, and the 
lie was given on both fides. Shortly after, the 
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lord de Harzelles M^as killed ; and feme fay that 
Francis Atremen and Peter du Bols were the ao^ 
thors of it. 

About this time^ the ghent men requeued the 
king of England to fend them a valiant man for go^ 
vernor, and one who was conneded^ with the crown 
by blood. In confequence, the king fent to Ghent 
one of his knights, a gallant man, of fufEcient 
prudence to govern the town : his name was fir 
John Bourchier •, who remained governor of Ghent 
upwards of a year and half* 



CHAP. LXXH. 



THE DUKE OF ANJOU DIES AT A CASTLE NEAR 

NAPLES. HIS WIDOW IS ADVISED TO SOLICIT 

THE POPE FOR THE POSSESSION OF PROVENCE^ 

VOU have before heard how the duke of An- 
jou, who filled himfelf king of Sicily and Je- 
rufalem> had marched into la Puglia and Calabria^ 
and had conquered the, whole country as far as 
Naples : but the Neapolitans would never turn to 
his party, and continued the fupport they had al- 
ways given to the lord Charles Durazzo. The 
duke of Anjou remained on this expedition three 
whole years : you may fuppofe, therefore, that his 

'^ Sir John fiourchier. Lord Bourchier of Eifcx. See Dugdale* 

cxpenfes 
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cxpenfes were very great, for there xs no trcaftfty^ 
"however rich, bat men at artns will drain it : Who- 
ever is defirous of their fervices muft pay them 
welf, if they expeft any advantage from them. It 
*mii^ certainly have coft the dake immenfe fmias of 
money ; but thofe who funk his treafury the deep(- 
eft were the carl of Savoy and the Savoyard^# 
That earl, however, and a grigat many df hh 
knights, died on this expedition, whieK weak^isd 
the duke of Anjou in men. It was on this zo 
count that he fent to France to implore the affift^ 
ance of his brothers the dukes of Berry and Bur- 
gundy, who did not fail him in his neceffities, but 
replied that they would fupport him with men and 
money. 

Thefe two dukes confidered who would be the 
proper perfons to fend on this expedition. After 
having maturely weighed every thing, they thought 
they could not fix better than on the gallant lord 
de Goucy and the lord d'Anghien, count de Con- 
verfano % whofe earldom is fituated in la Puglia, 

Thqfe two lords, having been folicited to under- 
take the bufinefs by the king of France and his 
uncles, cheerfully complied, for it was highly ho- 
nourable to them. TJiey inftantly beg^ti their 
|);reparatioas, and fet off as fpeedily as poflible with 
a handfome company o£ men at arms : but when 
they arrived at Avignon, and were bufily em- 
ployed in forwarding their troops and other buii- 

* Converfano is a town iii the neapolitan dominions, near 
Ban : its bifliopnck is fuffragan to Bari« * 

nefs. 
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flefs, certain intelligence was brought theni bt (ho 
death of the duke of Anjou at a caftlc lieaf 
Naples *. 

The lord de Coucy, on hearing this, advanced 
no further, feeing that the expedition was at an 
end; but the lord de Gonverfalit continued his 
march, for he had many things to fetde in his own 
country, in la Puglia and in Converfano. 

This intelligence was foon known in France to 
the king and his uncle^j who fupported the death 
of the king of Sxdly as wqII ^% tbey could. 

When madame d'Anjou, who refided at Angers, 
heard of the death of her lord, you may imagine 
{hex was gready affided. The count Guy de Blois 
her coufin-german, who lived at Kois, on receiv* 
ing the news, fet out with all his equipage to vifit 
her at Angers, where he remained a confiderable 
time comforting and advifing her to the beft of his 
abilities. 

• From thence the queen came t^ France (for 
fhe ftiled herfelf queen bf Naples^ Sicily, la Ptig- 
Ha, Calabria and Jerufalem) to wait on the kbig 
and the dukes of Berry and Burgundy, to have 
their advice and comfort : flie was accompanied* by 
her two fons, Louis and Charles* The lady -was 
advifed by the nobles of I^er blood, t^ go to Av%- 
non, and entreat of the pope that Ihe might hiive 
poffeffion of Provence, which h a territory d&» 
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« He died at Bif^^Ua, near^B^n. the Mih or 21<^.Sqpliui>bc( 
13S4.-f-<4rf dc, Ferificf: les Dates, 

The authors of the Nou\flle D'K^ionnalre Hldorique, by 
mjltake^ have placed hfs death at PariS| biat with the iame4ate« 

pendant 
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pendant on Sicily. The queen 'approved the ad« 
vice, and made preparations foV her journey^ car* 
rying with her her eldeft Ion Louis, whq was every 
where on the road called king, from being heir to 
the king his father ; but thele affairs were not fo 
fyecdHy terminated as I have pointed them out. 



CHAP. LXXin. 

MVARATIONS ARE MADE IN FRANCE FOR THE 
RENEWAL OF THE WAR WITH ENGLAND.— TUB 
DUCHESS OF BRABANT SUCCEEDS IN FORMING A 
MARRUGE BETWEEN THE CHILDREN OF BUR* 
GUNDY AND THOSE OF HAINAULT. 

TOURING the winter, the French were bufily 
employed in preparations to fend forces to 
Scotland ; but the truces were prolonged between 
the French and Englifh, and their allies, from IMx^ 
chaelmas to the enfuing firll day of May. The^, 
however, continued their preparations by fea and 
land^ for it was the intention of the council of 
France to carry on the war with vigour in^ the 
courfe of the next fummer ; and the admiral of 
France was to fail for Scotland with two thouland 
fpears, knights and fquires. On the other hand; 
the duke of Bourbon and the count de la Marche 
were ordered into Languedoc, Limoufin and Aii^ 
with two thoufand men, to recover cer- 

tain 
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tain caftles which the EngUih and pillagers held» 
and which did much mifchief to the country. 

Great mumbers of battle*axe$ were ordered to 
be mide in Picardy and Hainault for the expedition 
into Scotland ; and in Artois^ Lille, Douay and 
Tournay, much bifcuit was made, and various 
other ftores got ready along the coaft from Har- 
fleur to SluySt which wa$ the principal harbour 
whence this armament was intended to be em* 
barked. 

The dttcheft of Brabant, widow of Winceflaus 
doke ci Bohemia, by whofe death flie had lofl a 
companion and much comfort^ which had caufed 
ha great grief, refided with her attendaAts at Bruf* 
iel& She was much hurt at the troubles which 
exilled in Flanders, and, if (he had pofleffed the 
means, would moft cheerfully have put an end to 
them; for fhe was daily hearing how the ghent 
men were ftrengthening themfelves by an alliance 
' with the Englifh, ivho promifed them great fupporL 
She alfo iaw that her nephew and niece of Bur*- 
gundy^ who were in truth her heirs, and among 
the grcateft princes of the world, as well by their 
ewn heritages, as by what they had . in reverfions, 
were very uneafy at thefe difturbances in 'Ghent. 
She knew that duke Albert, regmr of Hainault, 
had two fine ions and two handfome daughters^ 
neither of whom were yet married ; but fhe had 
lieard that the duk& of Lancafter was very defirous 
to accompUih the marriage of his daughter Philippa, 
who had beM b(Miie to him by the lady Blanche 
bb iirft wifb» with thi eldeft fod of duke AU 

Vol. VI. B b bert. 
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berty who, by his own rights was heir to the 
countries of Hainault, Holland and Zealand. 

This lady forefaw, that if fuch an alliance (hould 
take place between Hainault and England, the 
French would be much hurt, and the fair country 
of Hainault haraiTed either fecretly or openly, by, 
all thoTe who (hould pafs and repafs from France to^ 
Flanders. In addition to this, the Hollanders and 
Zealanders who bordered on the fea affifted the 
ghent men in various ways, of which the duke of 
Burgundy and his council had been informed. He 
did not love duke Albert the better for this ; not^- 
however, that he was any way to be blamed for 
it ; for with regard to the Hollanders and Zealfmd- 
ers, as the war in Flanders no way concerned 
them, he could not, neither ought he to have for- 
bidden the free courfe of commerce. 

The good lady having confidered all thefe things, 
and the dangerous confequences which might en-^ 
fue, refolved to bring the duke of Burgundy and 
duke Albert to a good underflanding, and offered 
herfelf as guarantee of all the treaties. She was 
determined alfo to prevail on the duke of Bur-^ 
gundy to receive the men of ^Ghent into his 
mercy. 

Clerks and meffenger^ were immediately fet ta 
work : and (he managed fo well that a conference 
was fixed to meet at Cambray on the part of the 
two dukes. They both aflented to it, as well as 
their council, though neither of them knew the 
fubjeAs this conference was to treat of. . • : ^ - 

To this conference, which they had undor thdr 
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feaU appointed to be holden at Cambray on the 
twelfth day in the enfuing January, the two dukes 
came, attended by their councils. The duchefs, of 
Brabant came thither alfo, who was the mover in 
the bufinefs. She firfl addreiTed the duke of Bur- 
gundy, faying; ^ He was the greatefl prince on 
earth, and had very fine children : ihe, however, 
would be more happy if they were placed in a 
different fituacion from what they adually occu- 
pfied, which would increafe their worth ; and, for 
the prefent, ihe could neither fee nor point out 
any better place than Hainault, Holland and Zea- 
land, which would unite the whole, country toge- 
ther, and give greater fear and alarm to its ene« 
mics ; for, fair nephew,' added ihe to the duke 
of Burgundy, ' 1 know for a truth, that the duke 
of Lancafter, who is fo powerful in England, is 
extremely anxious for his daughter to efpoufe my 
nephew, William of Hainault, and I certainly 
mifk filch good fortune n^y fall to your children 
ndv^ liian to the EagUfh/ . 
::.^. My good aunt,', replied the duke of Bur*- 
gpmdy, ^ I return you my thanks, and, as a proof 
that I beliye you, I fhall allow you to unite my 
4laughter Margaret with the youth of Hainault/ 
Upon fuch good fuccefs, (he . i^fl:antIy began to 
treat of this marriage. Duke Albert,. tQ whom 
rilc propofition was quite new, replied very cour^ 
tfioufly;, but iald^ he had not with him thole 
whom he wiflied to. conlult. on the fubje£t. ^ And 
what advice do you ivant?' anfwered the duchefs, 
^when ipk a qu^ilion u> a^ properly^ and keep 

B b 2 your 
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your country in peace/ * My wife/ replied the 
duke ; ^ for without her I ihall do nothing : fhe u 
as much interefted in my children as I am ; ahd,. 
befides, £aur aunt, it will be proper that the no- 
bility of the country be apprifed of it/ The du« 
chefs anfwered, * Weil, God's will be done/ She 
thought the belt fhe could now do was to let theia 
feparate in good humour with each other, and de« 
fire they would permit her to call them again toge^ 
tber in the £ime city during Lent, and that the^p 
would bring the duchefs of Burgundy and madame 
de Hainault, with their councils, along with thera« 
The lady a£ted in all this fo fecretly, that ifctf 
few perfons knew any thing of the matter, nor 
why this conference had been holden. In this 
ftate the two dukes left Cambray: the duke of 
JBurgtmdy went to the city of Arras, where' hb 
lady was, and duke Albert returned to his duchefs 
in Holland. 

Th^ duchels of Brabant returned to her own 
country, and continually wrote to each party, but 
fecretly. She had great dif&culty to bring them 
and their ladies to Cambray, and laboured hard at 
it; for fhe was very eager this marriage fhould 
take place, to confirm the union and ftiendfliip of 
Flanders, K'abant and Hainault. The duchefs 
mansigedfo well that the different parties and their 
councils met her and her council at Cambray, 
where was a grand difplay of pomp, for each was 
anxious to do honour to the other. 

The duchefs Margaret of Burgundy and the du- 
chefs Margaret of Hainault were prdleni^ and the 
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laft very aQive in this bufinefs* She faid, that if 
th^ wiihed to marry their fon with Margaret of 
Burgundy, John of Burgundy muit marry her 
daughter^ by which the ties of affeSion would be 
the more ftrengthened. 

It was much againft the inclination of the duke 
of Burgundy to marry his children at once and to 
the fame fiaunily. He thought it fuffident for hia 
daughter to marry the heir of Hainault, and ex« 
cufed himfelf for not agreeing to the marriage of 
his fon John, on account of his youdi. The 
duke's intention was to marry him to Catharine of 
France, lifter to his nephew the king of France. 
Thefe treaties and conferences were, therefore, on 
(he point of being broken ; for the ducheis of Ba« 
varia declared, a marriage fhould never take place 
with her children, unlefs they were both married 
at the fame time; and this refoiutioa fhe ke^^t, 
notwithfta^ding all they could fay to make her al- 
ter it. The duchefs of Brabant took great pains 
in going from one to the other, and in presenting 
the treaties from being I^roken off: fhe at lafl fuc- 
ceeded, .by reafoning properly with the duke and ' 
duchefs of Burgundy, to bring the affair again ufii- 
der confederation ; and it was then agreed that the 
miarriages fhould take place between the children 
of the duke of Burgundy and tbofe of duke 
Albert. 

This bufinefs had been delayed four or five days 
by an bbfbtcle which had arifen from the council 
of the duke of Burgubdy, who ftated that duke 
Albert bad only a reverfionary intereft in Hainauh, 

for 
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for his elder brother William Was fbeii ^irej 
though dangeroufly ill at (^efnoy, and be might 
furvive his brother ; and if that fliould happen^ it 
was clear his other brothers would have the go^ 
vernment of Hainault, and the children of duke 
Albert be driven from thence. This obftacle de- 
layed the marriages a fhort time, which was em- 
ployed in proving that duke Albert had no other 
brother \but William, and that the country of 
Hainault mud defcend to him and to hh children. • 
When all this was cleared u]^, there was not 
any longer delay, but the marriages were con- 
cluded and fwom to for William of Hainault to 
have for his wife Margaret of Burgundy, and 
John of Burgundy to efpoufe Margaret of Hain- 
ault. They were all to return to Cambray the 
o£lave of Eafter, in the year of grace 1385, to 
perform the ceremonies, of the marriages. 



CHAP. LXXIV. 

THE RING AND THE NOBLES OF FRANCE AND HAIN- 
AULT LAY IN GREAT PROVISION OF STORES AT 
CAMBRAY. ^THB DUKE OF LANCASTER SENDS AM- 
BASSADORS TO THE EARL OF HAINAULT. THE 

MARRIAGES OF THE CHILDREN OF BURGUNDY 
AND HAINAULT ARE CONCLUDED. 

/pHINGS were in this fhitc when they all left 
Cambray. The duke of Burgundy returned 

to 
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to the king in France; the duchefs to Arr^. 
Duke Albert and his duchefs went to C^efnby in 
Hainault ; and the duchefs of Brabant to her own 
country. Carpenters and mafons, and all forts of 
workmen, were inftantly fent to prepare h6tels in 
the city of Cambray, and purveyors were alfo or- 
dered thither to lay in vaft quantities of provifibn ; 
it was proclaimed, that every ftore was to be deli- 
vered into the city the week before the o£tave of 
Eafter. . • 

^Vhen the king of France heard of this, he faid 
that he would be prefentr at the nuirriages of his 
coufins } and commanded his maitres d'hotels to 
lay in there fuch provifion as was befitting him. 

The palace of the bifhop had been retained fof 
the duke of Burgundy, and was already preparing 
for him ; but it was neceifary to give it up to the 
king, and workmen were fet to embelliih it in a 
royal manner, as it appears at this day : for never 
was there a feafl: in the memory of man, nor for 
thefe lafl two hundred years, that had fuch grand 
preparations made for it. The nobility, in order 
to appear with the utmoft pomp and magnificence, 
were no more fparing of their money than if it 
had rained gold on them : and each endeavoured 
to outfhine the other; . i '> 

' Intelligence of thefe marriages was carried t# 
England, and how the dukes of Burgundy and 
Albert intended uniting their children tpgethen 
The duke of Lancafter (who had nouriihed the 
hope that William of Hainault would choofe hit 
daughter, at leaft he had fo been given to under* 

ftand) 
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fhmd) Mas t)enrive and ! mebacholy at this news : 
in order to be better afiured of it» lie. ddter mined 
to fend, «8 ambaflfadorst knighta sind fi|aires of 
bis houfehold to Ghent^ -vrieh inftns&ions to talk 
with duke Albert on the ful^* Whea~ they ari^ 
nved at Ghent, they found there the lord Bour* 
chier, Francis A tremea and Peter dtt JBois, vifao 
entertained them handfbmely for two or three day s. 
They then departed and went to Mons in Hainauk; 
from thence to Qucfnoy, where duke Albert re- 
iided, and waited on him. The duke, die du- 
chefs, and their children, in honour of the diike 
of Lancafter, received the Engliih rery politely^ 
and the duke entertained them well, as did iht 
lord de Gouvingen. 

The mafter of the wool4bple of all England^ 
being one of the envoys, delivered his credentiai 
ktters, and fpoke firft. He ftrongly reconunended 
the duke of Lancafter to his coufin duke Albert^ 
and then began on the fubjedt with which he had 
been charged. Among other topics, as I have 
been informed, he aiked the duke if it were his 
intention to perfevere in the propofed union of his 
children widi tkofe of the duke of Burgundy. 
This fpeech moved a little the duke's choler, who 
replied, ^ Tes, fir, by my faith do Ir why do yoo 
aik?' ^ My lord,' faid he, ' I mention it becaufe 
my lord of Lancafter has hitherto had hopes thA 
thp lady Philippat his daughter, would have been 
the wife of my lord William your fon.* Upon 
this, duke Albert laid,— *^ My friends, tell my 
coufm, that when he marries any of hi? children, 

libaa 
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1 Audi never interfere: he therefore need not 
trouble himfelf about mine, nor how I marry 
them, nor with whom, nor when/ This was the 
pnly anfwer the Englifh had from duke Albert* 
The mafter of the ftaple and his companions took 
leave of the duke after dinner and went to Valen-^ 
ciennes, where they lay that night : on the morrow^ . 
they returned to Ghent More of them I know 
not, but I believe they returned to England. 

Eafter wa^ the time fixed for the king of France, 
the dukes of Burgundy, of Bourbon, the duke 
Albert with the duchefs his lady, the duchelfes of 
Burgundy and of Brabant, fir William and fir 
John de Namur, to be at Courtray. The king 
refided in the bi(hop*s palace, and each lord and 
Jady at their own hdtels. You may eafily imagine, 
that where the king of France was and fo many of 
his nobles, there would alfo be the flower of his ' 
knighthood. 

The king arrived at Cambray on the Monday 
J>y dinner-time. All the nobles and ladies, having 
preceded him, Avent to meet him out of his city; 
into which he was efcorted, and conducted to the 
palace, to the found of numerous trumpets and 
minftrels. On Monday, the contra£bs of marriage 
were figned in the prefence of the king and his 
nobles* The lord William was to poiOefs from 
thenceforward the county of Oftrevant*, and the 



* Oftrevant, or ifland of St. AmanJ. This was formerly a 
part of the country of Valenciennes: It lies on the borders of 
Flanders and Artois. — 'Baudrano: 

- * lady 
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lady MaT*gatet his wife was to have the whole tef- 
ritory and caftlewick of Arque* in Brabant: the 
duke of Burgundy gave befides to his daughter 
one hundred thoufand francs* Thus were the 
portions fettled. 

On Tuefday, at the hour of high mafs, they 
were married, in the cathedral church of our lady 
in Cambray, with great folemnity, by the bifliop 
of Cambray, whofe name was John, and a native 
of Bruffels. 

There was a very magnificent dinner at the 
palace, to which were invited many of the great 
nobles. The king of France had the bridegrooms 
with their brides feated at his table. Several of 
the principal lords ferved the king and his guefts^, 
mounted on large war-horfes. The conftable and 
the admiral of France were feated at table. Sit 
Guy de la Trimouille and fir William de Namur 
ferved, with many other great barons of France* 

There had not been, for five hundred years, fo 
magnificent.or renowned a folemnity feen in Cam» 
bray as was that of which I am now fpeaking; 

After this noble and grand dinner, great num- 
bers of lords and knights armed and made them- 
felves ready for the tournament. It was held in 
the market-place, and there were forty knights. 
The king of France tilted with a knight from Hain- 
ault called fir Nicholas d'Efpinoit. 

This tournament was very handfome : the tilts 
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were well performed aad^ lafUd a ccmfiderable 
time : a young knight, called fir John Deftrenne^ 
from near Beaumont ia Hainault^ won the prize*' 
This ktdght -tilted to the fatisfadion of the lords 
and ladies, and received as the prize a claTp'of 
predous ftones, which the dochefs of Burgundy 
took from her breaft ; and the admiral' of France- 
and fir Guy de la Trimouille prefented it to him* 

Thefe feafts and amufements continued until 
Friday, when they took leave of the king after 
dinner; and the king, the l6rds and the ladies 
departed from Courtray. The duchefs of Bur- 
gundy carried with her, to Arras, Margaret of 
Hainault, her daaghter-in4aw ; and madame de 
Hainault carried madame Margaret of Burgundy 
to Quefiioy. Thus ended all this bufinefs. 



CHAP. LXXV. 

THE DUKE OF BERRY BETROTHES HIS DAUGHTER 

TO THE SON OF THE COUNT DE BLOIS. THE 

DUKE OF BOURBON AND THE COUNT DE LA 
MARCHE ISSUE THEIR SUMMONS TO INVADE LI- 
MOUSIN. 

A BOUT this time, there was a treaty of mar- 
riage between Louis de Blois, fon of the count 
Guy de Blois, and the lady Mary de Berry, 
daughter of the duke of Berry. The count de 
Blois carried his countefs and his fon LOuis, well 

attended 



Mended by lords alid lidies^ to Bobrges m Berry^ 
vhere the duke and ducbefii were waiting jbr 
« then)) who received them and their company muoft 
magnificently. Every thing was there fettled re- 
fpeding thia marriage, and the archbilhop of 
Bourges betrothed them in the prefence of a Jarge- 
company of nobility of both faxes. The loarriage 
was not folemnifed at that time, becaufe both were 
Very young; but all the contracts and engage* 
nlents were figned, as to its future completion, in 
the prefence of feveral great barons and knights. 

There were, at this betrothing, great feafts of 
dinners, fuppers, dancings and carollings ; ^ after 
which, the coimt and countefs returned with their 
fon to Blois. The young lady remained with the. 
duchefs her mother, at a handfome cafUe in Berry 
called Mchun fur Yevre*. 

At this time, the duke of Berry fet out. £br^ 
Auvergne, Languedoc and Avignon, to vifit pop^ . 
Clement. It had been before determined that the 
. duke de Bourbon and the count de la MarcKe 
Ihould enter Limoufin, with two thoufand men at 
arms, to free the country from the englifli thieves, 
who were pillaging it ; for there were ftill fome 
caftles in Poitou and Saintonge whofe garrifons 
did much mifchief ; and, complaints of them 
having been made, the duke of Berry was defirous 
of providing a remedy for them. 

He had therefore entreated his coufm the duke 



"* Mehun fur Yevre, — four leagues from Bourges. 

of 
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of Bourbon to undertake It, and not to quit 
Limoufin or *Saintonge until he (hould have con- 
quered the caftle of Vertueil : for it was from that 
garrifon the country had fuffered the moft. The 
duke de Bourbon accepted the command, and 
iflued his fummons for the afi&mbling of his vaflfals 
at Moulins, in the Bourbonols, the 6rft day of 
June. From thence they marched towards Limoges, 
and were met by feveral bodies of men at arms* 
The duke de Bourbon had at that time for. his 
fquire an amiable gentleman called John Bonne 
jLadte'^f mafter and captain of his men at arms. Of 
all the flower of his knights and fquires, certainly 
this (quire was well worthy of fuch a command, . 
Hie count de la Marche was to accompany the 
duke de Bourbon in this expedition, and made 
his preparadons in the town of Tours. 

* BoDRe Lance. I rufpe6l this is a Aom de guerre, for n6 
f^ention is made of him under this name in ■ tlie life of tte 
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CHAP. LXXVL 

SIR JOHN DE VIENNE^ ADMIRAtOF FAANCE, SAILS 
TO SCOTLAND. TO CARRY ON THE WAR AGAINST 
THE ENGLISH AT THE EXPIRATION OF THE TRUCE. 

AT this period, thofe men at arms who had been 
fixed on to accompany fir John de Vienne* 
admiral of France, to Scotland, arrived at Sluyi 
in Flanders. He was to have under his command 
a thoufand lances, knights and fquires, and, I 
believe, they were all there* j for fuch was the 
ardour of thofe who wiflied to advance themfelves, 
that feveral went with the admiral though they 
had not been fumpioned. 

The fleet was ready prepared at Sluys, and the 
ftores in great abundance and good. They em- 
barked arms fuificient for twelve hundred men 
from head to foot. Thefe they had brought from 
the caflle of Beaute, near Paris, and they were 
the arms of the Parifians, which had been ordered 
to be depofited there. With the admiral were 
plenty of excellent men at arms, of the flower of 
knighthood. It was the intention of the admiral 
to give thefe arms to the knights and fquires of 
Scotland, the better to fucceed in their enterprife ; 
for fir Geoffry de Charny and the others had told 

the 
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the king on their return home lad year, that the 
Scots were very poorly armed. 

I will now name.fome of thofe lords of France 
who went into Scotland. Firft, fir John de Vienne, 
admiral of France, the count de Grand-pre, the 
lords de Verdenay, de Sainte Croix, the lord de 
Montbqry, fir GeofFry de Charny, fir William de 
Vienne, fir James de Vienne, lord d'Efpaigny, fir 
Girard de Bourbonne, the lord de Hetz, fir Flori- 
mont de Quifly, the lord de Marnel, fir Valeran 
de Rayneval, the lord de Beaufang, the lord de 
Wainbrain, the lord de RinoUe, baron dTury, 
the lord de Coucy, fir Perceval d'Ameual, the lord 
de Ferrieres, the lord de Fontaines, fir Bracquet 
de Braquemontt the lord de Grandcourt, the lord 
de Landon, a Breton, fir Guy la Perfonne, fir 
William de Courroux, fir John de Hangiers, fir 
B^ry de Vinfelin, coufin to the grand mafter of 
Pruffia, and many other good knights whom I 
cannot name : there were a thoufand lances, 
knights and fquires, without reckoning the crols* 
bows and fiiurdy yarlecs. 

They had favourable winds and a good voyage ; 
for the weather was very fine, as it ufually is in 
tiie month of May* The truces had expired 
between the French and Engliih, the ghent men 
and t^^ Flemings, s^id in all other parts. War 
was ibi^ght for, as it feemed, in every quarter ; 
andthofip kAights and fquires who went to Scot- 
land gallaptly wiflied for ir, as they faid, with the 
^fiiftance of tlie Scots they would make a good 
campaign, and carry on a fuccefsful war againfl 

England, 



England. However, the Englifli, who had re. 
ceived intelligence of this expedition, very much 
fuipeded whither it was bound. 
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CHAP. LXXVIL 

THE PILLAGERS OF GHENT, SURNAME© P0RKEH9, 
COMMIT MUCH MISCHIEF.-^— FRANCIS ATEEMEN 
DEFEATS SOME FRENCH TROOPS NEAR ARDSM* 
BOURG. 

HTHE lord Bourchier, who had the government 
of Ghent by order of the king of England 
and* the captains of the commonalty, Francis 
Atremcn, Peter du Bois and Peter le Nuitre, had 
made every preparation, knowing the war was to 
be renewed. They had been very bufily em- 
ployed during the truce, in ftrengthening and. 
viftualHng the town of Ghent, as well as the 
caftle of Gauvre and all other places under their 
obedience. 

At this period, there were a fet of vagabonds 
who had taken refuge in the wood of la Refpaille, 
and had fortified themfelves in a houfe fo ftrongly 
that it could not be taken. They had been driven 
but of Aloft, Grammont and other towns in 
Ilanders : having wafted their all, and not know- 
ing how to live otherwife than by plunder, they 
robbed and pillaged any one who fell in thdx 

way. 
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The fubjeft of univerfal converfation was thefe 
Porkers of la Refpaille, which wood is fituated 
between Regnais, Grammont, Anghien, and Ly- 
fines. They did much mifchief in the caftlcwick 
of Ath, and on the lands of Floberge, Lyfines 
and Anghien ; and thefe pillagers were fupported 
by Ghent. Under their countenance they com- 
mitted many murders and robberies : they entered 
Hainault, from whence they dragged people out 
of their beds, and carried them to their fort, 
when they ranfomed them, and thus made war on 
all mankind. 

The lord de Baudrias and de la Morte, caftellan 
of Ath, watched them feveral times, but he could 
never catch them, for they were too well ac- 
quainted with the means of efcaping. They were 
fo n;iuch dreaded on the borders of Hainault and 
Brabant that none dared to travel thofe roads, nor 
through that part of the country. 

The duke o^Burgundy, in confequence of the 
renewal of the war, had reinforced the garrifons 
of his towns and caftles in Flanders with men and 
ftores. The lord de Guiftelles was commander in 
Bruges, and fir John de Jumont in Courtray : for 
fir William de Namur was at that time lord of 
Sluys : fir Roger de Guiftelle governed Damme, 
and fir Peter de la Sicple Ypres. Men at arms 
were ftationed in all the frontier towns of Flanders 
by order of the duke of Burgundy. 

Sir Guy de Pontarlier, marfhal of Burgundy, 

remained in garrifon in the town of Ardembourg, 

with fir Rafflart ck Flandres, fir John de Jumont, 

Vol VI. Cc fir 
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fir Henry du Going, the lord de Montigny in 
Oftrevant, the lord de Longueval, fir John de 
Bernede, fir Peter de Bailleul, Belle-Fourriere, 
Phelippot Ganey, Raoullin de la Folie, and feveral 
more, to the amount of two hundred combatants* 
They determined among themfelves to make an 
excurfion into the Quatre Mefliers and ravage that 
country, for much provifion wa* carried from thence 
into Ghent. They therefore, having fixed on a 
day for this enterprife, armed themfelves and 
marched thither. 

The fame^day that the French Jiad fixed on for 
their expedition, about two thoufand determined 
men had fallied out of Ghent undeY the command 
of Francis Atremen : accidentally they found them- 
lelves in a village in the midfl of the French. 
When they had reconnoitred each other, they 
law a battle was unavoidable. The French in- 
ftantly difniounted, and, grafping their lances, 
advanced on the enemy: the ghent men, who were 
as numerous, did the fame. 

The combat began fharply ; but the ghent men 
advanced into a pafs which was much to their lofs, 
where the battle was more fevere: many gallant 
deeds were done, and many beat down. Sir 
Rafflart de Flandres in that place fhewed the 
greatefl courage j and the knights and fquires 
engaged the ghent men with determined valour, 
as indeed it behoved them to do, for quarter was 
given to none. 

At lafl the ghent men, by having fuperior 
numbers, gained the field, and the French were 

obliged 
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obliged to mount their horfes or they would have 
been flain, for their opponents much outnumbered 
them. In this encounter were killed fir John de 
Bernede, fir Peter de Bailleul, Belle-Fourrierc, 
Phelippot de Ganey, RaouUin de la Folie, and 
many others : the more the pity. The reft were 
obliged to fly aitd re-enter Ardembourg, or they 
muft inevitably have been killed. 

After this event, the vifcount de Meaux was 
fent with all his men at arms to garrifon Ardem- 
bourg, which he repaired and ftrengtbened. He 
had with him feveral knights and fquires who 
were good determined foldiers. At this timie fir 
John de Jumont was great bailiff of Flanders, and 
had been fo for the two preceding years. He was 
much feared through all that country for his great 
prowefs, and the deeds he had performed. When- 
ever he got hold of any ghent men he put them to 
death, or had their eyes thruft out, or their hands, 
ears or feet cut off, and in this ftate fent them 
away to ferve as an example to their fellow-citizens. 
rie was fo renowned throughout all Flanders for 
his pitilefs juftice in thus cruelly punilhing the 
ghent men, that no one was talked of but him in 
the whole country. 
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